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Y-12 FINAL SITE-WIDE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT APPROVED

Preferred Alternative is the Capability-sized Uranium Processing Facility Alternative

OAK RIDGE, Tenn. -- The Final Site-wide Environmental Impact Statement (SWEIS) for the National Nuclear Security Administration Y-12 National Security Complex (Y-12) has been approved by Thomas D’Agostino, Administrator for the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA).  Y-12 is a key facility in the U.S. Nuclear Weapons Enterprise and is responsible for ensuring the safety, security and effectiveness of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile and serves as the nation’s primary repository of highly enriched uranium. 

The SWEIS analyzes the potential environmental impacts of the reasonable alternatives for ongoing and foreseeable future operations and activities at 

Y-12, including alternatives for changes to site infrastructure and levels of operation.

 

NNSA will use the analysis presented in the Final Y-12 SWEIS, as well as other information, including any comments received, in preparing the Record(s) of Decision (RODs) regarding Y-12.  NNSA expects to issue one or more RODs no sooner than 30 days after the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) publishes a Notice of Availability (NOA) of the Final Y-12 SWEIS in the Federal Register. This NOA is expected to appear in the Federal Register on March 4, 2011.

The Final Y-12 SWEIS (DOE/EIS-0387) assessed five alternatives.  These include: (1)No Action Alternative; (2) Uranium Processing Facility (UPF) Alternative; (3) Upgrade-in-Place Alternative; (4) Capability-sized UPF Alternative; and (5) No Net Production/Capability-sized UPF Alternative.  The NNSA preferred alternative is the Capability-sized UPF Alternative.  

The Final Y-12 SWEIS contains revisions and new information based, in part, on comments received from stakeholders on the Draft Y-12 SWEIS.  NNSA included the following key changes:

· a discussion of the dismantlement process and dismantlement requirements to the Final SWEIS;

· an updated discussion of national security considerations, including information on the New START Treaty, the JASON report entitled “Lifetime Extension Program” and the 2010 Nuclear Posture Review;

· additional information regarding the Complex Command Center, including information regarding siting considerations for that facility;

· updated water use requirements for the alternatives;

· information and analysis of the Haul Road extension corridor and supporting infrastructure for the UPF, including a detailed Wetlands Assessment;

· a sensitivity analysis of Alternatives 1 and 3 at smaller operational levels;

· a revision of the employment numbers associated with Alternatives 4 and 5 based on a better understanding of workforce drivers associated with different capacity scenarios.
Volume II of the Final Y-12 SWEIS contains the comments received on the Draft Y-12 SWEIS and NNSA’s responses to the comments. 

Distribution of the Final Y-12 SWEIS is now underway to individuals who received the Draft SWEIS and others who have previously requested a copy.  The document is also available on the internet at www.y12sweis.com   Stakeholders interesting in receiving a copy should contact Pam Gorman at Y-12 Site Office, P.O. Box 2050, Oak Ridge, TN  37831, (865) 576-9903.  
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        Established by Congress in 2000, NNSA is a semi-autonomous agency within the U.S. Department of Energy responsible for enhancing national security through the military application of nuclear science in the nation’s national security enterprise. NNSA maintains and enhances the safety, security, reliability, and performance of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing; reduces the global danger from weapons of mass destruction; provides the U.S. Navy with safe and effective nuclear propulsion; and responds to nuclear and radiological emergencies in the U.S. and abroad. Visit http://www.nnsa.energy.gov/ for more information.
