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RESPONSIBLE AGENCY: U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)

TITLE: Final Environmental Impact Statement: Accelerator Production of Tritium at the Savannah River
Site (DOE/EIS-0270)

LOCATION: Aiken and Barnwell Counties, South Carolina
CONTACT: For additional information on this environmental impact statement, write or call:

Andrew R. Grainger, NEPA Compliance Officer

U.S. Department of Energy, Savannah River Operations Office
Building 742A, Room 122

Aiken, South Carolina 29802

Attention: Accelerator Production of Tritium EIS

Local and Nationwide Telephone: (800) 881-7292

E-mail: nepa@SRS.gov

The EIS is also available on the internet at: http://www.srs.gov/general/sci-tech/apt/index.htm and
http://tis-nt.eh doe.gov/mepa/docs/docs.htm
For general information on the DOE National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process, write or call:

Carol M. Borgstrom, Director

Office of NEPA Policy and Assistance, EH-42

U.S. Department of Energy

1000 Independence Avenue, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20585

Telephone: (202) 586-4600, or leave a message at (800) 472-2756

ABSTRACT: The action proposed in this environmental impact statement (EIS) is to construct and
operate a linear accelerator that would produce tritium, which is a gaseous radioactive isotope of hydrogen
essential to the operation of the weapons in the nation’s nuclear arsenal. This EIS is tiered (linked) to the
Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement for Tritium Supply and Recycling (DOE/EIS-0161;
October 1995), from which DOE determined that it would produce tritium either in an accelerator as
described in this EIS or in a commercial light-water reactor as described in Production of Tritium in a
Commercial Light Water Reactor (CLWR) (DOE/EIS-0288). This EIS evaluates the altermatives for the
siting, construction, and operation of an accelerator on the Savannah River Site and the impacts of those
alternatives on the Site’s physical and manmade environment, its human and biological environment, and
the regional economic and social environment.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: In preparing the Draft EIS, DOE considered comments received by letter and
voice mail, and comments given at public meetings in Savannah, Georgia and Aiken, South Carolina on
December 3 and 5, 1996, respectively. [NOTE: These were joint meetings held by DOE to discuss the
scopes of two related EISs: this one for the accelerator production of tritium and the EIS Construction and
Operation of a Tritium Extraction Facility at the Savannah River Site (DOE/EIS-0271D). A summary of
public comments was made available on April 28, 1997, and may be obtained by contacting Andrew R.
Grainger as shown above.

A 45-day comment period on the Draft APT EIS began with publication of a Notice of Availability in the
Federal Register on December 19, 1997. A public meeting to discuss and receive comments on the Draft
EIS was held on January 13, 1998, at the North Augusta Community Center, 101 Brookside Drive, North
Augusta, South Carolina. The Draft EIS public comment period ended February 2, 1998. Comments were
submitted by voice, e-mail, and regular mail at the address provided above. All comments received were
carefully considered in the preparation of this Final EIS.
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Preface

The Tritium Supply and Recycling Final Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement (PEIS)
(DOE/EIS-0161), which was completed in October 1995, assessed the potential environmental impacts of
technology and siting alternatives for the production of trititum for national security purposes. On
December 5, 1995, DOE issued a Record of Decision (ROD) for the Tritium Supply and Recycling PEIS
that selected the two most promising alternative technologies for tritium production and established a dual-
track strategy that would, within 3 years, select one of those technologies to become the primary tritium
supply technology. The other technology, if feasible, would be developed as a backup tritium source.
Under the dual-track strategy, DOE would: (1) initiate the purchase of an existing commercial reactor
(operating or partially complete) or irradiation services with an option to purchase the reactor for
conversion to a defense facility; and (2) design, build, and test critical components of an accelerator system
for tritium production. Under the PEIS ROD, any new facilities that might be required, i.e., an accelerator
and/or a Tritium Extraction Facility to support the commercial reactor alternative, would be constructed at
DOE's Savannah River Site (SRS) in South Carolina.

The PEIS described a two-phase strategy for compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA). The first phase included completion of the PEIS and subsequent ROD. The second phase
included the preparation of site-specific NEPA documents tiered from the PEIS. These EISs address the
environmental impacts of specific project proposals. As a result of the PEIS and the ROD, DOE
determined to prepare three site specific EISs: the Accelerator Production of Tritium at the Savannah River
Site (APT) (DOE/EIS-0270), the Production of Tritium in a Commercial Light Water Reactor (CLWR)
(DOE/EIS-0288), and the Tritium Extraction Facility at Savannah River Site (TEF) (DOE/EIS-0271).
Each of these EISs presents an analysis of alternatives which do not affect the alternatives in the other EISs
with one exception. This exception is one alternative in the TEF EIS which would require the use of space
in the APT. For this alternative to be viable, the APT would have to be selected as the primary source of

On December 22, 1998, Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson announced that commercial light water
reactors (CLWR) will be the primary tritium supply technology. The Secretary designated the Watts Bar
Unit 1 reactor near Spring City, Tennessee, and Sequoyah Unit 1 and 2 reactors near Soddy-Daisy,
Tennessee as the preferred commercial light water reactors for tritium production. These reactors are
operated by the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), an independent government agency. The Secretary
designated the APT as the "backup" technology for tritium supply. As a backup, DOE will continue with
developmental activities and preliminary design, but will not construct the accelerator. Finally, selection of
the CLWR reaffirms the December 1995 Tritium Supply and Recycling PEIS ROD to construct and
operate a new tritium extraction capability at the SRS.

DOE has completed the final EISs for the APT, CLWR, and TEF. No sooner than 30 days after
publication in the Federal Register of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Notice of Availability of the
final EISs for CLWR, APT, and TEF, DOE intends to issue a consolidated Record of Decision to: (1)
formalize the programmatic announcement made on December 22, 1998; and (2) announce project-specific
decisions for the three EISs. These decisions will include, for the selected CLWR technology, the selection
of specific CLWRs to be used for tritium supply, and the location of a new tritium extraction capability at
the SRS. For the backup APT technology, technical and siting decisions consistent with its backup role
will be made. '
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METRIC CONVERSION CHART
To convert into metric To convert out of metric
If you know Multiply by To get If you know Multiply by To get
Length
inches 2.54 Centimeters | centimeters 0.3937 inches
feet 30.48 Centimeters | centimeters 0.0328 feet
feet 0.3048 meters | meters 3.281 feet
yards 0.9144 meters | meters 1.0936 yards
miles 1.60934 Kilometers | kilometers 0.6214 miles
Area _
sq. inches 6.4516 sq. centimeters | sq. centimeters 0.155 sq. inches
sq. feet 0.092903 sq. meters | sq. meters 10.7639 sq. feet
sq. yards 0.8361 sq. meters | sq. meters 1.196 sq. yards
acres 0.0040469 sq. kilometers | sq. kilometers 247.1 acres
sq. miles 2.58999 sq. kilometers | sq. kilometers 0.3861 sq. miles
Volume
fluid ounces 29.574 Milliliters | milliliters 0.0338 fluid ounces
gallons 3.7854 liters | liters 0.26417 gallons
cubic feet 0.028317 cubic meters | cubic meters 35315 cubic feet
cubic yards 0.76455 cubic meters | cubic meters 1.308 cubic yards
Weight
ounces 28.3495 grams | grams 0.03527 ounces
pounds 0.4536 Kilograms | kilograms 2.2046 pounds
short tons 0.907138 Metric tons | metric tons 1.1023 short tons
Temperature
Fahrenheit Subtract 32 then Celsius | Celsius Multiply by Fahrenheit
multiply by 5/9ths 9/5ths, then add
32
Maetric Prefixes
Prefix Symbol Multiplication Factor
exa- E 1 000 000 000 000 000 000 = 10'®
peta- P 1 000 000 000 000 000 = 10'*
tera- T 1 000 000 000 000 = 10'?
giga- G 1 000 000 000 = 10°
mega- M 1 000 000 = 10°
kilo- k 1000 = 10°
centi- c 0.01 =107
milli- m 0.001 = 107
micro- mn 0.000 001 = 10°
nano- n 0.000 000 001 = 10®
pico- P 0.000 000 000 001 = 102
femto- f 0.000 000 000 000 001 = 10*
atto- a 0.000 000 000 000 000 001 = 10°'®

N






GEORGIA

SOUTH CAROLINA

Vogtie
Electric Generating
Plant

%\ S 39

south of Aiken, South Carolina.

The Savannah River Site has an area of about ollek

300 square miles. It is about 25 miles 7
southeast of Augusta, Georgia, and 20 miles  R-1ynl

'~ s
“(,\
SX U\ Barnwell
”dOnea'

DOE-SR APT EIS/Pubsonly/APT-Abri/Grix_sum/Sum_tp.ai

C

Lounung

. 6661 Arenuef Teury
0L¢0-ST3/30d




DOE/EIS-0270
Final, March 1999

Summary

SUMMARY

The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) is re-
sponsible for ensuring that the nation has a sup-
ply of materials for the operation of its stockpile
of nuclear weapons - even though a series of
treaties has reduced that stockpile to a fraction
of what it was during the Cold War. One of
these materials is tritium, a gaseous isotope of
hydrogen that increases the yield of nuclear
weapons. None of the weapons in the nuclear
arsenal would function as designed without trit-
ium. As long as the United States chooses to
maintain a nuclear deterrent — of any size -- it
will need tritium.

There are two issues related to the United States'
need for tritium. The first is that the U.S. no
longer has operating facilities to produce this
material. DOE has shut down the reactors that
irradiated the base material from which the gas
was derived -~ and will not restart them. The
second issue is that tritium decays at a rate of
about 5.5 percent per year. This means that pre-
sent supplies will be cut nearly in half before
2010, and that the United States will essentially
run out in about 2040. Therefore, the United
States must have a new source of tritium.

For the past several years, DOE has been evalu-
ating ways to produce tritium. Following the
requirements of the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA), the Department took its first
step toward a solution when the Final Pro-
grammatic Environmental Impact Statement for
Tritium Supply and Recycling (Tritium Supply
PEIS) (DOE/EIS-0161, October 1995) evaluated

both the need for a new tritium source and the
alternatives to provide that source. Continuing
the NEPA process, on December 12, 1995, DOE
published a Record of Decision (ROD; 60 FR
63878) for the Tritium Supply PEIS in which it
announced that it would pursue a dual-track ap-
proach to the two most promising alternatives:

¢ To design, build, and test critical compo-
nents of an accelerator system for tritium
production

¢ To initiate the purchase of an existing com-
mercial light-water reactor (operating or
partially complete) for conversion to a de-
fense facility, or the purchase of irradiation
services with an option to purchase the re-
actor

In the 1995 ROD, DOE committed that by late
1998, it would select one of these approaches as
the primary source of tritium. In addition, the
Department would, if possible, continue to de-
velop the other alternative as a backup tritium
source. Further, the ROD announced DOE’s
selection of the Savannah River Site (SRS) in
South Carolina as the location for an accelerator,
if the Department decided to build one, and its
decision to upgrade and consolidate the existing
SRS tritium recycling facilities and to construct
a Tritium Extraction Facility at the SRS to sup-
port either dual-track alternative.
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DOE developed the following strategy for com-
pliance with the NEPA process: (1) make deci-
sions on the alternatives described and evaluated
in the Tritium Supply PEIS, and (2) follow with
site-specific assessments that implement those
decisions. Thus, DOE is preparing three EISs
tiered to the programmatic EIS: this EIS on the
construction and operation of an Accelerator for
the Production of Tritium (APT), an EIS on the
construction and operation of a Tritium Extrac-
tion Facility at the SRS, and an EIS on the use of
a Commercial Light-Water Reactor to produce
tritium.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

During the 45-day public comment period, DOE
received input in two public meeting sessions
held on January 13, 1998 at the North Augusta
Community Center, by telephone, by letter, and
by electronic mail.

Each comment was carefully considered and
responses to those comments can be found in
Part B of the Final APT EIS. In some cases, the
comments resulted in DOE making modifica-
tions to the Draft EIS.

Six individuals made public statements or com-
ments at the two public meeting sessions. Ad-

ditionally, the Department has received 7 letters
from individuals and organizations and received
comments from two individuals via DOE’s tele-
phone message line.

Comments ranged from expressions of support
for the APT projects to comments concerning
the use of non-renewable resources, waste pro-
duction, worker safety and health, project cost,
proliferation, and the use of American products
and technical talent.

EVENTS SINCE THE DRAFT APT EIS

Since issuance of the Draft EIS in December
1997, several events have occurred and deci-
sions have been made that influenced the prepa-
ration of the Final APT EIS. Two other draft
EISs related to the trittum supply mission were
issued, the Tritium Extraction Facility (TEF)
EIS and the Commercial Light-Water Reactor
(CLWR) EIS. These three documents are
closely interrelated. The proposed action de-
scribed in the CLWR EIS is now the “No-
Action” altemative in this EIS. Conversely, the
APT is the “No-Action” alternative in the
CLWREIS.

In August 1998, the Department decided to
make its primary technology decision prior to
issuing the Final EISs. On December 22, 1998,
Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson announced
that CLWRs would be the primary tritium sup-
ply technology. The Secretary designated the
Watts Bar Unit | reactor near Spring City, Ten-
nessee, and Sequoyah Unit 1 and 2 reactors near
Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee as the preferred

- CLWRs for tritium production. The Secretary

designated the APT as the backup technology
for tritium supply. Selection of the CLWR op-
tion reaffirms the December 1995 Tritium Sup-
ply and Recycling PEIS ROD to construct and
operate a new tritium extraction capability at the
SRS. The preferred alternative is the No Action
alternative, consistent with its role as the backup
technology. Under No Action, DOE would
complete key research and development mile-
stones for the accelerator at SRS (but not con-
struct the facility) with the following design and
support features: klystron radiofrequency power
tubes, the use of superconducting equipment,

S-2
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helium-3 feedstock material, and mechanical
draft cooling towers with river water makeup.

FORMAT FOR THE FINAL APT EIS

The Department is not reprinting a revised draft
as the Final EIS, as is typically done. Rather,
DOE is finalizing the EIS by reference to the
Draft EIS and is issuing this document as a rec-
ord of changes made pursuant to 10 CFR
Part 1503.4.

Modifications to the Draft EIS are presented in
two ways: (1) complete sections, tables, and
figures have been replaced or added with spe-
cific references to the Draft EIS and (2) text or
elements of tables in the Draft EIS have been
modified and shown as bolded text. The modi-
fications were made for the following reasons:

¢ To incorporate responses to comments re-
ceived during the public comment period

e To Update or clarify factual information
presented in the Draft EIS

e To reflect the evolution of APT design work
that has progressed since the Draft EIS was
issued

The Final EIS has four main parts. Part A is the
introduction and describes the methodology used
in preparing the document. Part B summarizes
the comments received during the public com-

ment period and provide responses to those
comments. Part C presents the modifications to
the Draft EIS (Chapters 1 to 7) as previously
described. Part D focuses on the three design
variations described later in this summary and
provides this information as an addendum to
Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS.

Table S-1 summarizes what modifications have
been made to the Draft APT EIS. Exact loca-
tions in the Draft and Final for each modifica-
tion are shown.

PURPOSE AND NEED FOR ACTION

The purpose and need for the Department’s ac-
tion is described in the Final Programmatic En-
vironmental Impact Statement for Tritium Sup-
ply and Recycling. The Tritium Supply PEIS
identified the 1994 Nuclear Weapons Stockpile
Plan as the guidance document the Department
must follow. Since the issuance of the Tritium
Supply PEIS, the President has approved the
1996 Nuclear Weapons Stockpile Plan. The
change between the two Nuclear Weapons
Stockpile Plans was to change the projection of
when a new tritium source is needed from ap-
proximately 2011 used in the PEIS to 2005.
However, the need for tritium for the nuclear
weapons stockpile, as discussed in the Tritium
Supply PEIS, remains unchanged.

HOW DOES AN ACCELERATOR FOR TRITIUM PRODUCTION WORK?

Proton Tritium Tritium
Acceleration —— Production ’ Recovery
Uses linear accelerator e Protons iti
. produce ¢  Separate tritium from

*  Radiofrequency power neutrons through impurities

provides encrgy for spaliation ¢  Package and transport

acceleration e Neutrons are absorbed to Tritium Loading
¢ Room-temperature or in feedstock material Facility

superconducting (Helium-3 or

operation Lithium-6)
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Modlﬁcatxons'to_C pters 1 - 7 of the Draft APT EIS.

Chapter 1, P2 n}e 1-5, 2 column, Page C-1 L1-02 Tritium supply implement-
Section 1.5 through 4™ paragraphs ing strategy
Page 1-6, 1* columm, Page C-2 TEF No Action alternative
1* through 2™ paragraphs
P:ge 1-7, l" column. after Page C-2 Plutonium residues and
scrub alloys management
Pzge 1-7, l" column after Page C-3 Surplus plutonium disposi-
2" paragraph tion
Chapter 2, Page 2-2, 1* column, 3 Page C-3 APT No Action alternative
Section 2.1 through 4® paragraphs
Chapter 2, Page 2-15 1% column, Page C4 12-04 APT site selection
Section 2.3.5 1% and 2™ paragraphs
Chapter 2, Page 2-21, 2™ column Page C-5 APT design variations
Section 2.5 through page 2-25, 2™
column, 3™ paragraph
Chapter 2, Page 2-26, 1* column, Page C-5 Comparison of environ-
Section 2.7 1* paragraph through 2-39 mental impacts
Chapter 3, Page 3-6, 1* column, 3 Page C-26 APT footprint
Sections 3.3.1.1, paragraph and Figure 34 -
33.12,342 on page 3-7
Page 3-8, 1% Column, "® Page C-26 APT footprint
pamsraph. 5™ through
9™ lines, Figure 3-5 on
page 3-9, and Table 3-1
on page 3-10
Page 3-44, 1* Column, Page C-26 Savannsh River water qual-
1* paragraph, lines ity
2 through 15, and Fig-
ures 3-16 and 3-17 on
pages 3-47 and 348
Chapter 3, ﬁe 3-18, 2™ column, Page C-33 Non-radiological air quality
Section 3.3.2.1 2™ paragraph and Ta-
ble 3-5, page 3-21
Chapter 3, Page 328, 2™ column, 2™  Page C.33 Radiological air quality
Section 3.3.4.1  paragraph and Table 3-8
page 3-29
Chapter 3, Page 3-28, 2™ column, Page C-33 Radiation doses at SRS
Section3.34.2 4™ paragraph and Ta-
ble 3-9, page 3-29
Chapter 3, Page 3-43, 1* column, 1* Page C-33 Radiation doses at SRS
Section 3.4.1 paragraph and Table 3-11,
page 343
Chapter 3, Pﬁge 3-54, 2™ column, Page C-36 L2-05 and 1.2-06 Threatened and endangered
Section 3.4.5 2" paragraph, line 8 species
through line 3 in the
1 column on page 3-55
Page 3-55, 1* column, Page C-37 L2-05 and L.2-06 Threatened and endangered
2" paragraph species

S-4

-/



DOE/EIS-0270

Final, March 1999

Summary

Table S-1. (Co

Chapter 4

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.1.2

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.2.1

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.2.2

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.3.3

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.3.4

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.4

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.5

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.5

Chapter 4,
Section 4.2.1.2

Chapter 4,
Section4.2.24

Chapter 4,
Section 4.4.2.5

Chapter 5

Page 4-1, 2™ column, 2™
and 3" paragraphs

Page 4-2, 2™ column,

4™ paragraph through
page 4-3, 1* column,

1* paragraph

Page 4-4, 2™ column,

4™ paragraph through

1% paragraph on page 4-5
Page 4-5, 2™ column, text
box

Page 4-6, 2™ column,
Tables 4-1 and 4-2,

page 4-7

Page 4-16, 2™ column,
3" paragraph and

Table 4-11, page 4-18,
Page 4-19, 2" column,
9% paragraph through
page 4-22, 1® column,
4® paragraph, including
Tables 4-12 and 4-13,
pages 4-20 and 4-21

Page 4-22, 2™ column,
3" paragraph

Page 4-25, 2™ column,
text box

Page 4-25, 1* column,

1* paragraph and Ta-
bles 4-15 and 4-16,

pages 4-26 and 4-27
Page 4-25, 2™ column,
4" paragraph through
page 4-27, 1* column,
1* paragraph and
Table 4-17, page 4-18
Page 4-36, 1* column,
4® paragraph and Ta-
ble 4-22, page 4-37
Page 4-56, 1¥ column,
3" paragraph

e 4-74, 2™ column,
2™ paragraph, lines 16
through 28
Page 5-1, 1% column,
1 paragraph through
page 5-2, 1% column

Page C-37

Page C-39

Page C-42 L4-03

Page C43

Page C43

Page C43

Page C46

Page C48
Page C49 L3-05 and 1L4-04

Page C-49

Page C-49

Page C49

Page C-51 L2-05 and L2-06

Page C-53 L2-01 and 1.4-01

Page C-54

Concrete batch plants and
construction debris landfill
No Action impacts

Groundwater activation

Section 316(a) demonstra-
tion

Water bome source terms

Maximum non-radiological
concentrations

Accelerator source terms

Existing SRS River Water
System
APT waste categorization

APT waste generation esti-
mates

APT waste generation esti-
mates

Radioactive source terms

Threatened and endangered .
species
Coal-fired health risks

Cumulative impacts
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Chapter 5, Page 5-2, 2™ column, Page C-56 Radiological doses
Section 5.1 3" and 4® paragraphs,
and Table 5-1 on page 5-3
Chapter 5, Page 5-3, 2™ column, Page C-58 Non-radiological emissions
Section 5.2 1* paragraph and Ta-
ble 5-2 on page 54
Page 5-4, 1* column, Page C-58 Radiological doses
sentences 1 and 2 and
Table 5-3 on page 5-5
Page 5-4, 2™ column, Page C-58 M1-03 and M1-10 Greenhouse effect
after 1* paragraph
Page 54, 2™ column, 2™ Page C-58 Cumulative waste volumes
paragraph through
page 5-6, 1% column, 1%
paragraph and Table 54
on page 5-5
Chapter §, Page 5-7, Table 5-5 and Page C-61 Cumulative electricity gen-
Section 5.4 Table 5-5a added eration
Chapter 5, Page 5-9, Table 5-6 Page C-61 Cumulative health effects
Section 5.5 A
Chapter 5, e 5-10, 1* column, Page C-64 Reasonably foreseeable ~
Section 5.7 2" paragraph through actions
2™ column, 2™ paragraph \/
and Table 5-7 on
page 5-11
Chapter 6, Page 6-2, 1* column, Page C-64 Resource commitments
Section 6.2 2™ paragraph
Chapter 7, Page 7-6, 1* column, after Page C-66 SC solid waste Management
Section 7.1 1% paragraph act
Chapter 4, Addendum Page D-1 Design variations and miti-
Sections 4.5.1, gation actions
452,453, 46

Additions to
Chapter 1 refer-
ences
Additions to Page 240 Page C-66
Chapter 2 refer-

ences

Additions to Page 3-65 Page C-66
Chapter 3 refer-

ences

Additions to Page 4-32 Page C-68
Chapter 4 refer-
ences

Additions to Page 5-12 Page C-69
Chapter 5 refer- /
ences
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Chapter 2, ref- Page 240 Page C-69
erences

Chapter 3, ref- Page 3-71 Page C-69
erences

Chapter 4, Page 4-3 Page C-69
Section 4.1.1.1

Chapter 4, Pages 4-23 through 4-29 Page C-69
Section 4.1.5

references

Chapter 4 Page 4-54 Page C-69
Section 4.2.2.3

Chapter4,ref-  Page 4-85 Page C-70
erences

PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNA-
TIVES

DOE proposes to design, build, and operate a
linear accelerator (linac) at the Savannah River
Site. The Department will use the EIS and the
NEPA process to inform decision makers and
stakeholders about the potential environmental
impacts of the proposed action and alternatives.

Preferred Alternative. Based on the research
and development it has performed, DOE pro-
poses the following preferred design and support
features for the APT:

¢ Klystron radiofrequency power tubes
¢ Use of superconducting equipment
¢ Helium-3 feedstock material

e  Mechanical-draft cooling towers with river
water makeup

¢« Construction of the APT on a site 3 miles
northeast of the Tritium Loading Facility

o Purchase of electricity from existing capacity
through market transactions

No Action Alternative. In compliance with the
regulations of the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) for implementing NEPA (40 CFR
Part 1500-1508), this EIS also assesses a No
Action altemative. If DOE chooses not to build
and operate the APT, it would have to meet its
tritium production requirements through other
methods, or it would not be able to support the
long-term defense policies of the United States,
which is not acceptable. The No Action alterna-
tive for the proposed action in this EIS is to pro-
duce tritium in 2 commercial-light water reactor
and to construct and operate a tritium extraction
facility. Table S-2 compares the no-action im-
pacts of APT, TEF, and CLWR.

Under the No Action alternative, SRS recycling
and loading activities related to tritium would
continue. Other actions determined in the Record
of Decision for the Tritium Supply PEIS — the
potential modernization and consolidation of ex-
isting SRS tritium facilities - would proceed as
planned.
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DESIGN FEATURES AND SYSTEM o Klystron' radiofrequency power tubes
ALTERNATIVES (DOE’s preference)

Radiofrequency Power Alternatives » Inductive output radiofrequency power tubes
APT would use radiofrequency waves to acceler- Operating Temperature Alternatives

ate protons. Specially designed vacuum electron

tubes would convert electric power to radiofre- The operating temperature affects the electric
quency waves outside the accelerator beam, and components of an accelerator, depending on the
waveguides (hollow metal conduits) would type and intended use. Electrical resistance usu-
transmit them to cells along the beam path. The ally increases as temperature increases, causing
beam of electrically charged protons is affected the generation of more heat in the component and
by radiofrequency electric and magnetic fields. resulting in more electricity used. The converse
The accelerator design would enable the proton is also true: electrical resistance usually de-
_beam to intersect with the radiofrequency waves creases as temperature decreases, causing less
in the proper orientation to cause proton accel- heat generation and resulting in less electricity
eration; in other words, the radiofrequency waves used. If the temperatures of some materials (e.g.,
would push the protons down the beam tube niobium) fall to values very near absolute zero (-
faster and faster. 459°F), the electrical resistance becomes essen-

tially zero, and the component uses much less

Two altematives could supply radiofrequency electricity. This phenomenon is superconductiv-
power for the accelerator: ity.

WHAT WOULD A LINEAR ACCELERATOR FOR TRITIUM PRODUCTION LOOK LIKE?

e
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There are two operating temperature alternatives
for the design of the accelerator:

e Operating electric components at essentially
room temperature

e Operating most components at supercon-
ducting temperatures and the rest at room
temperature (DOE’s preference)

Feedstock Material Alternatives

The accelerator would produce protons with an
energy greater than 1,000 million electron Volts.
To produce tritium, the protons would strike a
target/blanket assembly of tungsten surrounded
by lead. The high energy of the protons as they
strike the tungsten atoms would cause a phe-
nomenon called spallation in which the atoms
would emit neutrons. The lead in the tar-
get/blanket would be an additional source of
neutrons through more spallation events and
other nuclear reactions. The neutrons freed dur-
ing spallation would strike the feedstock material,
and its atoms would absorb neutrons, resulting in
the production of a tritium atom and a byproduct
atom (feedstock dependent).

DOE could use the same target/blanket (lead and
tungsten) as the neutron source regardless of the
feedstock material. The Department has identi-
fied two feedstock materials that could produce
tritium through the absorption of neutrons pro-
duced by spallation events:

¢ Helium-3 (DOE’s preference)
o Lithium-6
Cooling Water System Alternatives

The equipment and activities in the APT would
generate heat that would have to be removed to
prevent the components from overheating. Air
cooling would keep parts of the APT cool. Other
areas would have high localized temperatures
(e.g., the target and blanket regions due to the
impingement of the proton beam on the target
and the heat generated by spallation product ab-
sorption and radioactive decay in the tar-
get/blanket). Cooling water is required to keep
the target/blanket components, radiation shield-
ing, beamstops, and other components from
overheating.

HOW DOES SPALLATION HAPPEN?

tungsten

accelerated proton
©

Spallation Event

by-product atom
("M or‘He)

Tritium Production

A pictorial representation of tritium production using neutrons generated by spallation. The proton strikes
the target atom, which breaks into multiple fragments with the emission of neutrons. The neutrons then
strike atoms (*He or °Li), producing tritium and a byproduct atom (‘H or “He).
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Mechanical-Draft Cooling Tower

WHAT DO COOLING TOWERS LOOK LIKE?

XE

Natural-Draft Cooling Tower

Although these components would not necessar-
ily all be connected to a single cooling system,
DOE proposes to use a similar method — a pri-
mary coolant loop isolated from the environment
through heat exchangers ~ to cool each compo-
nent. The primary coolant loop would be the
first system in contact with a component that re-
quired cooling, and heat would transfer from the
component to the primary coolant loop. Compo-
nents with the potential for radioactive contami-
nation would require a secondary loop to cool the
primary loop and isolate potential contamination
from the environment. The final cooling for the
systems, regardless of the number of cooling
loops, would use a cooling water system to dis-
charge heat to the environment.

Four cooling water system designs could provide
the necessary cooling capacity for the APT:

o Mechanical-draft cooling towers with river
water makeup (DOE’s preference)

o Mechanical-drat cooling towers with
groundwater makeup

»  Once-through cooling using river water

» The existing K-Area cooling tower (ie.,
natural draft) with river water makeup

APT Site Alternatives

DOE conducted a screening process to select
potentially suitable sites for the APT. This mul-
tiple-phase process identified areas with a set of
suitable features and minimal conflicts with
onsite resources and operational areas.

Based on a weighing and balancing of the crite-
ria, DOE selected two sites for further analysis:

» The preferred site 3 miles northeast of the
Tritium Loading Facility, and approximately
6.5 miles from the SRS boundary

e The alternate site 2 miles northwest of the
Tritium Loading Facility, and approximately
4 miles from the SRS boundary

Electric Power Supply Alternatives

The APT will require large amounts of electricity
(a peak load as high as 600 megawatts-electric
for the room temperature altemative) to operate.
At present, the SRS obtains its electric power
from South Carolina Electric and Gas Company
(SCE&G) through existing transmission lines
and substations. Both the preferred and alternate
APT sites are close to existing electric power
supply lines. Due to the pro-
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jected magnitude of the electrical power usage;
however, DOE is studying alternatives for the
source of electricity for the APT, and has identi-
fied the following two:

e Obtain electricity from existing commercial
capacity and through market transactions
(DOE’s preference)

e Obtain electricity from the construction and
operation of a new coal-fired or a natural-
gas-fired generating plant

APT Design Variations

There are three potential design variations which
could enhance DOE's fiexibility in supplying the
nation's future tritium needs. The first is a
modular, or staged, accelerator configuration.
The second is combining tritium separation and
tritium extraction facilities. The third is dis-
charge of cooling water to an existing canal be-
tween Pond 5 and Pond C.

The modular design variation would use the same
accelerator architecture as the baseline (linear)
accelerator, but would be constructed in stages.
In this EIS, the term "staged accelerator” refers
to a design that would produce less tritium than
the baseline APT, but would be capable of pro-
ducing as much tritium as the baseline APT, with
the addition of a second stage. The combined
tritium separation and tritium extraction facilities
would take advantage of common process sys-
tems and would be capable of handling both He-
lium-3 and Lithium-6 (CLWR or APT) feedstock
material.

The third design variation would involve a new
cooling system configuration. If this design
variation were sclected, the heated discharge wa-
ter would be piped south from the APT facility to
the head of Pond C (the canal entering Pond C)
along existing roads and rights-of~way. This
would prevent potential impacts to the biota of
pre-cooler Ponds 2 and 5 because the heated wa-
ter would bypass them. Impacts to the biota in

Pond C would be less than those that would have
occurred in Ponds 2 and 5 because the heated
water would be entering a larger, deeper im-
poundment with more heat dissipating capacity.

The variations described in the EIS are based on
the best information available. Based on current
design information, DOE expects potential im-
pacts of the design variations would vary little
from those identified for the baseline accelerator.

AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT

DOE would locate the APT on either the pre-
ferred or aliernate site. Both sites are 250-acre
forested tracts largely dominated by stands of
loblolly and slash pine. No threatened or endan-
gered species are known to exist at either site.

Most support activities not located at the APT
site would be in M- or H-Areas. The following
sections describe the proposed APT sites,
M-Area, and H-Area.

APT Sites. As previously mentioned, DOE used
a multiphase screening process to find suitable
sites for the APT. This process identified areas
with suitable features and minimal conflicts with
onsite resources and operational areas.

The first phase involved the identification of land
requirements based on the sizes of the proposed
facilities. Next exclusionary criteria were devel-
oped to identify areas that could present opera-
tional or environmenta! conflicts with the APT
(e.g., locations of threatened or endangered spe-
cies or seismic faults). The third phase involved
a more detailed comparison of potential sites,
weighing and balancing the sites in four catego-
ries: ecology, geology and hydrology, human
health, and engineering. DOE evaluated each site
against the exclusionary criteria using either
quantitative analyses or, if quantitative informa-
tion was not available, the professional judgment
of experts. The site screening process led DOE
to the selection of the preferred and alternate
sites.

S-11



Summary

DOE/EIS-0270
Final, March 1999

moinicnonoe te:ily
13 blechanbal suppont tuldings ()
14 Simihion § wsnig tuddng
15 Fre pumphouse 8 sl Xacage
10 Dominsrmkaor tuikiing
¥ Securly bolding

1
12 Elcirid substasion

WHAT WOULD THE MODULAR ACCELERATOR FOR TRITIUM
PRODUCTION LOOK LIKE?

M-Area. M-Area, an industrialized area on the
SRS, is the proposed host for a number of APT
support functions. DOE has declared that sev-
eral M-Area facilities are surplus and potentially
available for new uses such as training, accel-
erator experimentation and testing. Historically,

DOE used M-Area to fabricate fuel, special tar-
gets, and components for irradiation in the SRS
production reactors. The facilities contained fur-
naces, extrusion presses, lathes, handling equip-
ment, and storage racks for melting, casting, and
shaping metal.

H-Area. H-Area also is an industrialized area.
At present, the H-Area tritium facilities consist of
four buildings, three of which have been part of
the historic SRS tritium mission and are second-
generation tritium structures. The fourth build-
ing, the Tritium Loading Facility (called the Re-
placement Tritium Facility during its construc-
tion and startup) is a third-generation facility that
became operational in 1994. Operations in this
building include unloading gases from reservoirs
returned from the Department of Defense, sepa-

rating and purifying useful hydrogen
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isotopes, mixing the gases to exact specifications,
and loading the reservoirs.

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS

The preferred technology altematives, as previ-
ously described, were evaluated and compared to
a suite of other technology components and de-
sign variations. Differences in impacts could
occur if different technology alternatives or de-
sign variations are implemented. Based on cur-
rent design information, the potential environ-
mental impacts of the three design variations (the
stage onc modular APT, combining tritium ex-
traction with the APT, and discharge to Pond C
via a discharge canal) are bounded by the base-
line APT. Table S-4 summarizes the impacts.

In general, DOE considers the expected impacts
on the biological, human, and socioeconomic en-
vironment of construction and operation of an
accelerator for production of tritium at the SRS
to be minor and consistent with what might be
expected for any industrial facility. Construction
and operation of the Preferred alternative would
result in the loss of about 250 acres of mixed
pine/bardwood upland forest. Waste would be
generated during both the construction and op-
eration phases but in quantities that would have

negligible impacts on SRS waste management
facilities. No high-level waste or transuranic
waste would be generated during construction or
operation.

Some small impacts from discharge of cooling
water to SRS streams and from nonradiological
emissions to air and water would occur. Radio-
logical releases during normal operation of the
facility are expected to result in minor latent can-
cer fatalities in workers or the public. Because
no high or adverse impacts are expected, no dis-
proportionately high or adverse impacts on mi-
nority or low-income communities are expected.

Implementation of certain of the technology al-
ternatives could result in impacts different from
those resulting from construction and operation
of the Preferred alternative. Most notable would
be the impacts from implementation of cooling
water system alternatives and electric power sup-
ply altemnatives. Once-Through Cooling Using
River Water would result in withdrawal from the
Savannah River of about 125,000 gallons per
minute of river water and discharge of hot water
to the Par Pond system during operation. Ther-
mal impacts would be restricted to the upper
portions of the Par Pond system and would not
affect Par Pond discharges to Lower Three Runs.
There would be a small increase in Lower Three
Runs flows, however. Bypassing precooler
ponds 2 and 5 and discharging directly to Pond C
via a discharge canal would eliminate the poten-
tial impacts to the precooler ponds. The imple-
mentation of the Mechanical-Draft Cooling Tow-
ers with Groundwater Makeup alternative would
result in the withdrawal of 6,000 gallons per mi-
nute of groundwater. Total groundwater with-
drawal at SRS could therefore exceed the esti-
mated groundwater production capacity of the
aquifer. This could affect groundwater flow to
site streams.

The Preferred alternative includes buying elec-
tricity from the commercial grid to support APT
operation. In the case of commercial electricity
purchases, the environmental impacts attributed
to the APT load would be decentralized. In the
case of the construction of a new electricity gen-
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erating plant to support the APT, the environ-
mental impacts would be localized at the site se-
lected for the plant. Construction and operation
of such a facility could require about 290 acres
for a coal-fired plant and about 110 acres for a
gas-fired plant.

Under the No Action alternative, the Department
would obtain required tritium from the irradiation
of rods in a commercial light-water reactor. The
potential impacts of utilizing a commercial light-
water reactor are consistent with the operation of
a reactor to generate electricity.

Because Secretary Richardson selected the
CLWR as DOE’s primary source for tritium, the
tritium extraction facility will be constructed at
SRS. In that its construction would either be at
an existing facility near the SRS or in a currently
industrial area of the SRS, construction impacts
would be nominal. Likewise, operational impacts
have been estimated to be small. APT will not be
constructed at the preferred site and the land
could be used for other missions. On-going SRS
missions would continue. Incremental amounts
of waste generation and electricity consumption
that would have been attributable to the APT will
not occur. Site employment will be a function of
on-going missions and funding levels.

POTENTIAL MITIGATION ACTIONS

Once a primary technology decision has been
made, specific mitigation measures that may be
required will be identified in the Record of Deci-
sion and, if warranted, a mitigation action plan.

In general, the Department estimates the potential
environmental impacts of the APT to be small.
Two  categories of potential impacts,

however, are more notable than the others; the
use of electricity and water. In the case of elec-
tricity use, preliminary discussions with the
South Carolina Gas and Electric Company have
indicated that it could provide sufficient electric-
ity through wholesale agreements and conse-
quently new generating capacity would not be
required. Additionally, continuing design work is
ongoing to add additional energy saving features
to the APT design.

Water requirements for the APT are small in
comparison to historic SRS usage. However, the
withdrawal and discharge of water is a sensitive
issue. DOE could mitigate the potential impacts
to groundwater by using the Savannah River and
mitigate the thermal discharge and flow impacts
to Par Pond by utilizing cooling towers. As
mentioned earlier, the Department is investigating
bypassing precooler Ponds 2 and 5. This would
eliminate the potential impacts to those water
bodies.

Other potential mitigation actions could include:

o Incorporating engineered barriers into the
APT design to minimize exposure to workers
and the public

o Installing a system of monitoring wells

» Instituting best available engineering tech-
niques to control erosion and sedimentation
during the construction process

o Conducting site-specific reviews of utility
corridors prior to construction to ensure the
protection of sensitive plant and animal spe-
cies and cultural resources

o Implementing any actions resulting from
consultations with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.
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Table S-2.

About 250 acres of land would
be graded and leveled.
Additional roads, bridge
upgrades, rail lines and utility
upgrades would be required.
No geologically significant
formations or soils occur.
Devwatering would be necessary
and could result in short-term
increases in solids to receiving
water bodies. No surface
faulting on site.
Air emission from fugitive dust,
exhaust emissions, and batch
plants would be negligible.
Smallt construction landfill
required. Most waste generated
would be solid waste and
sanitary waste.
Increases in the work force for
APT construction would not
result in a boom situation. Peak
employment would be about
1,400 jobs.
= Ik

Nonrad:ologncal emissions
would be well within the
applicable regulatory standards.
Operations would result in
small amounts of salt deposition
and plumes from cooling-tower
operations.

Plumes would be visible off-site
under certain meteorological
conditions.

Comp anson of No Action impacts.2

Constmct facility in already
industrialized H-Area

No geologically significant
formations or soils occur.
Dewatering would be necessary
and could result in short-term
increases in solids to receiving
water bodies. No surface
faulting on site.

Air emission from fugitive dust,
exhaust emissions, and batch
plants would be negligible.
Increases in the work force for
TEF construction would not
result in a boom situation. Peak
employment would be about
740 jobs.

Negligible impacts from
nonradioactive airborne
effluent,

Activities would largely consist
of internal modifications to
existing structures,

Spent fuel storage facilities
would require about 5 acres of
land and about 50 construction
workers.

Construction waste: Small
amounts of hazardous and
nonhazerdous wastes generated;
no change from EPA
designation as small Quantity
Generator.

Direct and indirect construction
jobs peak at 9,000 for
Bellefonte 1 or Bellefonte 1 and
2, reducing the unemployment
rate to about 3 percent from the
current 7.9 percent.

Nonra&iﬁlogxcal emnssmns .....
would be well within the

 applicable regulatory standards.

Operations would result in
small amounts of salt deposition
and plumes from cooling-tower
operations.

Plumes would be visible off-site
under certain meteorological
conditions.

a. No Action includes TEF impacts at SRS and one or more reactor impacts away from SRS.

X ‘ﬁrwaﬁ'.-’-’

No modifications or

construction activities required.
Spent fuel storage facilities
same as Bellefonte and
Sequoyah.

Construction jobs for the spent
storage facility: 50
Construction waste: None

Nonradnologmal emissions
would be well within the
applicable regulatory standards.
Operations would result in
small amounts of salt deposition
and plumes from cooling-tower
operations.

Plumes would be visible off-site
under certain meteorological
conditions.

//.-.- 55 20

Same as Watts Bar
Spent fuel storage facilities
same as Bellefonte and Watts
Bar.

Construction jobs for the spent
storage facility: 50
Construction waste: None

i
5% #WM/"% 2 %f/vﬂ R e

Nonradiological emissions
would be well within the
applicable regulatory standards.
Operations would result in
small amounts of salt deposition
and plumes from cooling-tower
operations,

Plumes would be visible off-site
under certain meteorological
conditions.
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Table S-2 Contmued“ ]

Neglnglblc nnpacts from Negllglblc nnpacts from
radioactive airbomne effluents. radioactive airbomne effluents.
Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs) | Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs)
expected 0.0008 expected: 0.00039

Land converted to industrial Land converted to mdustnal
use, use.

Electricity use: 3.1 terawatt- Electricity use: 0.021 terrawatt
hrs/year hrs/year

Would generate solid and liquid | Would generate sohd and lxqund
wastes, but no high-level or wastes, but no high-level or
transuranic waste;, waste transuranic waste; waste
volumes would have negligible { volumes would have negligible
impact on capacities of waste impact on capacities of waste
facilities. facilities.

Generation of electricity will Annua] Values

generate various types of waste | Sanitary solid: 230 cubic
including fly ash, bottom ash, meters

and scrubber sludge. Industrial: 33 cubic meters
Annusl Values Low-level radioactive waste:
Sanitary solid: 1,800 metric 230 cubic meters

tons Hazardous/mixed waste:
Industrial: 3,800 metric tons 3.3 cubic meters

Radioactive wastewater: Sanitary wastewater: 770,000
140,000 gallons gallons

Low-level radioactive waste: Nonradioactive process

1,400 cubic meters wastewater: 11,000 gallons
High concentration waste under

evaluation: 12 cubic meters

Sanitary wastewater:

3.2 million gallons

Nonradioactive process

wastewater: 920 million

gallons

No land unpacts. )

Negligible impacts from
radioactive airborne effluents.
Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs)
expected: 0.0014

Electricity generation:
approximately 1,300 MWe per
Bellefonte reactor

Would generatc sohd and hqmd
wastes; waste volumes would
have negligible impact on
capacities of waste facilities,
Annual Values

Low-Jevel radioactive waste:
40 cubic meters

Mixed waste: <1 cubic meter
Hazardous waste: 1.0 cubic
meters

Nonhazardous waste: 850,000
cubic meters

141 speat fuel assemblies per
18 month cycle

a. No ( includes TEF impacts at SRS and one or more reactor impacts a‘( n SRS,

OR Waus Bar Nuclw Plant

expected. 0 0014

SERRIIIRE

Neghgxble xmpacts from
radioactive airbome effluents.
Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs)

Electricity generaum.
approximately 1,300 MWe

Would gemrate sohd and liquid
wastes; waste volunes would
have negligible impact on
capacities of waste facilities,
Annual Values

Low-level radioactive waste:
0.43 cubic meter

No additional spent fuel if less
than 2,000 TPBARs irradiated
per 18 month cycle.

Up to 60 additional spent fuel
assemblies for 3,400 TPBARs
per 18 month cycle,

LT ,,, ,,;f,’,,,', T
YEL S o ﬁ
: ,w,, ,,s«/ o

.-w'.'M
T //f'wf

x 2320 u;/a'r‘/ ” Gl .-/ e """
Slong 2

.w,..-m,w R ,-u.‘ /.77
/4% ""'ﬁ'/‘; x}».ﬁgﬁ' % .u.;f;{'g’./ﬁ/g’;@

2 2 e
Neglngxble impacts ﬁ'om
radioactive airbome effluents.
Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs)
expected 0.0015

Electricity generation:
approximately 1,300 MWe per
Sequoyah reactor

Would generate solid and hqmd
wastes; waste volumes would
have negligible impact on
capacities of waste facilities.
Annual Values

Low-level radioactive waste:
0.43 cubic meter

No additional spent fuel if less
than 2,000 TPBARs irradiated
per 18 month cycle.

Up to 60 additional spent fuel
assemblies for 3,400 TPBARs
per 18 month cycle.

Amunung
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Table S-2. (Continued).

Public would receive radiation
exposure from APT emissions
and transportation of radioactive
material, workers would receive
radiation exposure from facility
operations and transportation of
radioactive material and from
electromagnetic fields.

Estimated fatal cancers 0.0016

Blowdown rates (about 2,000
gpm) would cause negligible
impact on surface water levels,
Using Par Pond and pre-cooler
ponds as discharge point for
cooling water, temperatures
would not exceed 90°F.

Contaminated sediments would
be resuspended in addition to
radiological releases from APT.
Estimated fatal cancers:

Operationol w:& foroe obout
500. No regional impacts.

Ncghgrblc durmg operatlons
period. During construction
could expect about two fatalities
to the public and workers due to
increased traffic levels.

Operauonal work force about

Public would receive radiation
exposures from gaseous
effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers:
0.00039

Sanitary and industrial
wastewater streams would be
routed to existing SRS
treatment facilities prior to
release. Released water would
be negligible compared to
existing SRS releases.

108. No regional impacts.

Vehlcle emissions and less than
one fatality per year. Routine
and accidental doses.

Public would receive radiation
exposures from gaseous and
liquid effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0033

Less than 1 percent of river
flow. Water quality within
regulatory limits.

Public would receive radiation
exposures from liquid effluents,

Estimated fatal cancers; 0.0019

Operational work force:
Operational work force about
800 for Bellefonte 1; about
1,000 for Bellefonte 1 and 2.
Minor regional impacts.

Vehicle emissions and less than

one fatality per year. Routine
and accidental doses.

.Publrc would receive radiation

exposures from gaseous and
liquid effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0032

No change from existing
operations.

Public would receive radiation
exposures from liquid effluents.
Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0018

Operational work force: 10
additional workers.

Mﬁ.{,/ i

Same a8 for Bellefonto and

Sequoyah.

No change from ex:stmg

Public would receive mdmtion
expostres from gaseous and
liquid effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0053

operations,

Public would receive radiation
exposures from liquid effluents.
Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0038

Operatnonal work force 10
additional workers.

}H'J-"J'

Same as for Bcllefonte and .
Waltts Bar.

a. No Action includes TEF impacts at SRS and one or more reactor impacts away from SRS,

12
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Table S-3 Com : anson of imp acts auiong AP'I“ altenwhves._ .

Inuctlve otput T [ Lithbur ce-through . Mechanlcnl- T Alternate slte Constrnct new
tube temperature uslng river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as {using river

- o 2 . e 3 &, X 1) o . (‘V, i

Neghglble unpacts ' Water table is
Some 250 aces of land estimated from  |estimated from  |estimated from [estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |deeper and depend upon the
would be or Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred would require  |specific location of
leveled graded alternative alternative alternative alternative altemative alternative less a new facility.

) dewatering; no [Could require
No geologically significant other changes |about 110 acres for
formations or soils occur. estimated from |natural gas or 290
Dewatering necessary. No Preferred acres for coal.
surface faulting on site. alternative.
Sites for electricity

generation exist.

Imts woul

No dewaterin ired f estimated from  |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |6,000 gpmona |estimated from |estimated from |depend upon the

0 dewalening requirec Iof | preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred sustained basis |Preferred Preferred specific location of
alternative alternative alternative alternative could impact allernative altemative a new facility
groundwater
flow to streams
and compact clay
layers

operations.

Negligible impacts. Dlscharges Impacts would
. . would be estimated from |depend upon the
?lfew:otslr:lnfe::ﬁo :]s sul:;c: ?n slmilar to the |Preferred specific location of

Preferred alternative a new facility
alternative,
although they
would go to
Pen Branch
via Indian
Grave Branch.
Water levels in

term increases in solids to
the receiving water bodies.

dwuung
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Table S-3. Contmued

Described In text !nductlve output Room thhlum-6 Once-through Mechanical- K-Area Alternate site Construct new
tube temperature using river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundvater as [using river
makeup makeup water as

makeup

the npper

reaches of the

stream system

would be

raised.
Blowdown rates (about Would require 7% Would requnre No change Blowdown rates |No change No change No change Dlscharges would
2,000 gpm) would cause  |less cooling water |33% more estimated from |(about 125,000 |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |be similar to the
negligible impact on than Preferred due |cooling water Preferred gpm) would Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred
surface water levels. to lower waste than Preferred; no|alternative result in higher |alternative alternative alternative alternative,
Using Par Pond and pre- | heat generation, |other changes temperatures to although
cooler ponds as discharge |[no other changes |from Preferred water bodies concentrations
point for cooling water,  [estimated from  |alternative (about 100° F). would vary and be
temperatures would not [ Preferred A slight increase localized.
exceed 90°F. alternative in “pre-cooler”
Contaminated sediments pond water
could be resuspended in Ievels would
addition to radiological occur. No other
releases from APT changes
resulting in offsite estimated from
population radiation Preferred
exposure. alternative.
Estimated fatal cancers:

6661 UOTBN ‘Teuty
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le S-3 Contmued

BICE AN ThoX rhasiveizzaaites jitertative: i gt alte 11 ’
Described fa text Inductive cutput {Room Lithium-6 Once-thmngh Mechanlcal- K-Area Altemnte site Construct new

tube temperature using river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as |using river
makeup makeup water as
makeup

Air emissions (fugitive No change No change No change No change No change No change No change Emission types
dust and exhaust estimated from  lestimated from  [estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |would be similar to
emissions) would be Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred the Preferred
negligible, well below the |alternative alternative altemnative alternative alternative altemative alternative altemnative,
applicable regulatory although
standards. Impacts from concentrations
electricity purchases, would vary and be
would be dlspe:sed. localized.
Nonradxologncal euussxons Nonradiological
would be well within the |estimated from  |estimated from |estimated from [estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from {emissions would be
applicable regulatory Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Prefetred Preferred Preferred well within
standards. Operations altemative alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative altemative applicable
would result in small ' regulatory
amouats of salt deposition standards.
and plumes from cooling-
tower operatxons

materials stored during
construction.

Neghgxble xmpacts from '
radioactive airborne
effluents

Latent Cancer Fatalities
(LCFs) expected: 0.0008

No unpacts 110 radxoacuve

alternative

Preferred
alternative

from airborne
emissions
LCFs expected:
0.00086

e i+

estimated from

estimated from
Preferred
altemative

depend upon the
specific location of
a new facility.
However, the dose
from radioactive
effluents would be

" |negligible.

Awunung
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Table S-3. Contmued

eferte
Described in text

forested land to industrial
use. Additional roads,
bridge upgrades, rail lines
and utility upgrades would
be required.

Convemn f 250. acres of T

tube

alternative

BRI

- [Room
temperature

No ch““ge
estimated from
Preferred

alternative

thhlum-6

No change
estimated from
Preferred
altemative

Once-through
using river
water as
makeup

No change

estimated from
Preferred
altemative

Mechanical- K-Amn
draft using cooling tower
groundwater as |using river
makeup water as

i makeu i

ooolmg water
piping to K-
area needed.

Altemﬁte site

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Constmct new
plant

depend upon the
specific location of
a new facility.
Could require
conversion of up to
290 acres to
industrial use.

Impacts would‘

0LT0-SI3/20d
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Electricity use:
3.1 terawatt-hrs/year

Some

required. Most waste
generated would be solid
waste and sanitary solid
and liquid waste. Waste
disposed at SRS.

(Annual Values)
Sanitary solid: 560 cubic
meters

Construction debris:
30,000 cubic meters

Industrial wastewater:
3.6 million gallons

Would generate solid and
liquid wastes, but no high-
level or transuranic waste;
waste volumes would have
negligible impact on
capacities of waste

tube

estimated from
Preferred
altenative

alternative

[9% less sanitary

Room

altemative

Electricity use
23% higher than
Preferred
alternative

P

waste generated
due to smaller
construction
workforce
required.

.3% more

nonradjoactive
process
wastewater
required.

alternative

=

8% more low-
level and 25%
more high
concentration
mixed waste
generated than

uslng river
waler as

2,000% greater
flow of
nonradioactive
process
wastewater
required.

EESYStent:a
Mechanlcal-
draft using
groundwater as

altemative

cooling tower
using river

altemative

S

o change

Construct ne
plant

estimated from }construction waste

Preferred generated from

altemative construction of
facility.

estimated from |depend upon the

Preferred type of power plant

altemative selected. However,
waste rates for new
power plant would

T
(
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Table S-3 .Contmued

Industrial: 3,800 metric
tons

Radioactive wastewater:
140,000 gallons

High concentration low-
level radioactive waste
under evaluation:

2.5 cubic meters

High concentration waste
under evaluation:
12 cubic meters

Sanitary wastewater: 3.3
million gallons

Low-level radioactive
waste: 1,400 cubic meters

Nonradioactive process
wastewater: 920 million
gallons

Described in text Indnctlve output {Room Lithium-6 Once-thmngh Mechenlcal- Al ernate site Construct new
tube temperature using river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as |using river
makenp makeup water as
makeunp
facilities. Preferred not be very
alternative, different than for

Generation of electricity the Preferred
will generate various types alternative.
of waste including fly ash,
bottom ash, and scrubber
sludge.
(Annual Values)
Sanitary solid: 1,800
metric tons

Lwwung
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. crlbed in text

Negligible, facilities far
from SRS boundaries and
not visible to offsite
traffic; facilities would
look like other industrial

mechanical-draft cooling
towers would be visible
under certain

construction equipment at
APT site. Not audible at
SRS boundaries; however,
construction workers could
encounter noise levels that
would require
administrative controls or
protective equipment.

tube

1535,

would not

generate visible

plumes.

No c ]

estimated from

Preferred
alternative

Once-through
using river
waler as
makeup

Mechanical-
draft using
groundwater as
makeup

alternative

et alts Zalierative’
Alternate slte
cooling tower

Plume from K-

likely be more

Construct ne
plant

depend upon the
specific location of
a new facility.

depend upon the
specific location of
a new facility.

similar to Preferred
altemative, but
specific impacts
would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

Awunang
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Table S-3. Commued _

Descrlbed in text ]nductlve output Room thhlum-ﬁ Once-through Mechanlcal- K-Area Alternate site Construct new
tube temperature using river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as |using river
makeup makeup water as
makeu N

A\.\&\W\mw“m’\(ﬂvm

L

Noise from APT No change No change No change No mechanical - |No change No mechanical- No change No:sc would be
equipment operation and |estimated from  |estimated from |estimated from |draft cooling estimated from |draft-cooling  |estimated from |similar to Preferred
traffic; mechanical-draft |Preferred Preferred Preferred tower noise at | Preferred tower noise at | Preferred alternative, but
cooling towers largest alternative alternative alternative APT site. Pump |alternative APT site. alternative specific impacts
single source, not audible noise could be Pump and would depend upon
at SRS boundary. occasionally cooling tower the location of a

audible to river noise at K-area, new facility.

traffic.

0LT0-S13/30d
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Tahlc S-3 Commued

;y-.r; e

Concmlrauons of
nonradiological
constituents would be less
than applicable limits for
workers and public.
Traffic-related accidents
resulting in about 2
fatalities to the public and
workers due to increased
local traffic would be
reduced with finish of
construction.
Occupational injuries to
workers would be due to
industrial activities and
would have the following
impacts for the
construction period:

Number requiring First
Aid: 1,100

Number requiring medical
attention: 280

Number resulting in lost
work time: 93

tube

injuries 6% less |estimated from
than Preferred | Prefesred
alternative alternative

using river
water as
makeup

{7
Mechanlcal-
draft using
groundwater as
maukeup

cooling tower
uslug river
water as
makey

Alternate site

ra(ﬁc

fatalities 20%
less than
Preferred
alternative

No changes in
occupational
injuries
estimated from
Preferred
altemnative

Comtruct new

plant

Impacts would be
similar to Preferred
altemative, but
specific impacts
would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

Aowung
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Table S-3.

source radiation exposure
from APT emissions and
transportation of
radioactive material;
workers would receive
radiation exposure from
facility operations and
transportation of
radioactive material and
from electromagnetic
fields.

Total LCFs to population
(air, water, and transport)
0.0016

Neghgnble consequences
for accidents with
frequency of less than once
in operating lifetime of
facility.

up to 250 acres of forested
land; no marked reduction
in plant/animal abundance
or diversity.

Publio would reasiue

Would result in thc loss of 1

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change.
estimated from

Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Contmued
Dcscrlbed in text Ind.ncti-\.re“output Reom
tube temperature

alternative

. No change T

estimated from
Preferred
altemnative

B No change

thlum-6 ‘

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Minor decreases
in accident doses
for low
probability
events.

SN,

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Once-through
using river
water as
makeup

sngm&

increased doses
from
resuspension of
contaminated
material

Total LCFs
0.0017

No change
estimated from
Preferred

alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Mechanical-
draft using
groundwater as
makeup

alternative

T
&

N

[K-Aren

cooling tower
using river
water as

No change

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Alternate site

distance to
public

Total LCFs
0.0017

Construct new
plant

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative.
Impacts would be
local vs. dispersed
for electricity
generation,

No change No change No change No change
estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from
Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative alternative alternative
s- I 'é-’ " %’W % ,'%%%%%?gf"%w % .
No change No change No change No change
estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from
Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative alternative alternative; specific
impacts would
depend upon the
location of a new

facility.
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Tabl S-3 Continued).

sases L0
7

% /’

Neghgxble mpacts
Mechanical-draft cooling
towers would result in salt
deposition on vegetation;
however, maximuim rates
(60 1Wacres/yr) are below
threshold levels
(180 lb/acres/yr).

No nnpac are projected
from construction
activities.

Woul result in minor
impacts to wetlands.
Temperature of the
blowdown would be
marginally higher than the
ambient maximum
temperature. During
cooler months the warmth
could have a positive
impact by lengthening the
growing season for some
aquatic vegetation.

Lottt
%}f:c”‘ﬁ% 2

L

YrrrITIYS
s ,_4

tube

alternative

No change -

thhium-G

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

alternative

. Once-through

waler as

deposition,
otherwise no
change estimated
from Preferred
alternative

Ponds 2 and 5 by
1.5 feet, possibly
affecting
wetland plant
communities.

Mechanlcal-

draft using cooling tower
groundwater as |using river
makeup waler as

estimated from |estimated from
Preferred Preferred
altenative alternative

Construct new
plant

the location of a
new facility.

would depend upon
new facility.

the location of a
new facility.

Amunung
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Described ln .text

Impacts to aquanc
organisms in Upper Three
Runs and tributaries would
be minor due to use of soil
and erosion control
measures.

Impmgement (132 ﬁsh)
and entrainment (173,000
fish eggs and 326,000
larvae annually) would not
substantially affect
Savannah River fisheries.
Solids in blowdown would
have no impacts on aquatic
ecology. Discharge
temperatures would have
only small localized effects
on aquatic communities.

Negilglble, no tened
or endangered species at
preferred site.

'Inductive output
tube

‘ No change T

Room

No change No change
estimated from  (estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative

5

.' R .4 e R

No change
estimated from estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative altemative

T

,,, Z
a8 2

No change No change
estimated from estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative altemnative

Lﬂhium—6

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Once-throngh Mechanical-
using river draft using
water as gromndwater as
makeup makeup

No changes
estimated from
Preferred
alternative.

(2,600 fish) and
entrainment (3.4
million fish eggs
and 6.4 million
larvae annually)
would be
increased,
Discharge
temperatures
would be high
enough to
adversely affect
aquatic
communities.

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

impingement
and entrain-
ment, otherwise
no change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative.

Kl

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

. Discharge to

TK-Area

cooling tower
using river
water as
maken

No change T
estimated from
Preferred

altemative

Pen Branch
vin Indian
Grave Branch,
otherwise no
change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative.

Mo::xy:m;x/;/iw> -
DECIRS

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Altemate slte

alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Neghglble no
threatened or
endangered
species at
alternate site.

Speclﬁc nnpacts
would depend upon|
the location of a
new facility.

.ey-.:.«».‘.»wa,u:.::-m.sm AR ANSI

Cons(ruct new
plant

Speclﬁc xmpacts
would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

Speclﬁc unpacts
would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

0LT0-SIE/H0A
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Table S-3. :

Contmued

ghglble pacts'to
threatened and endangered
species.

for APT construction
would not result in large

regional impacts. Nominal
impacts would be positive,

Peak employment is about
1,400 Jobs

Operauonal wotk fon:e
about 500. Work force
would not result in large
regional impacts. Nominal
impacts would be positive.

tube

alternative

would be lower
with about 100
fewer jobs

Lllhlum-(i

alternative

altemative

water as
makeup

discharges could
force alligators
to leave pre-
cooler ponds in

late summer.

“Mochanlcal-

draft using
groundwater as
makeup

cooling tower
uslng river
water as

Constmct new

plant

depend upon the
specific location.

would be about
1,100 additional
jobs. Impacts
would vary by
location.

Additional
operational
workforce about
200. lmpacts
would vary by
location.

Amwung
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Described in fort

minority or low-income
populations expected.

No adverse 1mpact on
minority or low-income

populations expected.

No adverse unpacts on

' No change

tube

No change
estimated from
Preferred
altemative

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No.change -

e

estimated from
Preferred
alterative

SaCERea:
A

i
No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Lmllum-6

No change
estimated from
Preferred
altemnative

using river
water as
makeup

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

. No change

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Once-through

Mechanical-

draft using
groundwater as
makeup

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

cooling tower
using river
water as

No change
estimated from
Preferred
altemative

altemative

Alternate site

estimated from
Preferred
altemative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
altemative

Construct new

No change Speclﬁc nnpacts

plant

would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

Specific n'npacts .

would depend upon
the location of a

new facility.

181
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Table S-4. Comparison of impacts among design variations.

Preferred altermnative Modular APT Modular APT Cooling Water bypass
(1030 MeV) APT/TEF Combination Ponds 2and$

0o / LRI fwr ,;., .mz/ 22 2195

- . . . et
Blowdown rates (about 2 000 gpm) would No change estnmated from Blowdown rates wouldbe No change esumated from No nnpact to Ponds 2and 5.
cause negligible impact on surface water levels. Baseline APT. 10 percent lower than the  Baseline APT.

Using Par Pond and the pre-cooler ponds as Baseline APT.

discharge point for cooling water, temperatures Radiological releases would

would not exceed 90°F, Contaminated be the same as the Baseline

sediments would be resuspended in addition to APT.

radiological releases from APT resulting in

offsite population radiation exposure.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.00021

Nonradiological emissions would be well No'clmng.; estnmated from Nonradnologxcal.releases No change esumated from No change cstxmated from .‘

within the applicable regulatory standards. Baseline APT. would be 10 percent lower Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
Operations would result in small amounts of than the Baseline APT.

salt deposition and plumes from cooling-tower

operations.

Negligible unpacts from radloacnve airbome No change estunated from No cllange'emmaled from Increased dosesfmm - No change estimated from
effluents. Baseline APT. Baseline APT. airbome emissions. Baseline APT.

Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs) expected: LCFs expected: 0.0009

0.0008

No land use changes beyond construction. No change estimated from  Electricity use would be 32 No change estimated from  No change estimated from

Baseline APT, percent lower than the Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
Baseline APT.
Electricity use:
2.0 terawatt-hrs/ year

Electricity use: 3.1 terawatt-hrs/year

4 only suminarizes the potential construction and operational impacts f factors that could be different from what is described for the baseline accelerato
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Table S-4. (Continued).
Preferred alternative Modular APT Modular APT Cooling Water bypass
(Baseline APT) (3 kg/year) (1030 MeV) APT/TEF Combination Ponds2 and 5

% ERERBSRS A A e e SR S R T SRR
Some landfill construction required. Most No change estimated from  Construction wastes would No change estimated from  No change estimated from
waste generated would be solid waste and Baseline APT. be 10 percent lower than  Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
sanitary solid and liquid waste. Waste the Baseline APT.
disposed at SRS,

Anmnual Values

Sanitary solid: 560 cubic meters
Construction debris: 30,000 cubic meters

Industrial wastewater: 3.6 million gallons

Would generate solid and liquid wastes, but no No change estimated from  Operations wastes would be Some waste categories No change estimated from

high-level or transuranic waste; waste volumes Baseline APT. 10 percent lower than the  slightly higher than Baseline APT.
would have negligible impact on capacities of Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
waste fa.cxlmes. L . Annua] Values Differences from Baseline
Generation of electricity will generate various L. APT
types of waste including fly ash, bottom ash, Radioactive wastewater:
and scrubber sludge. 130,000 gallons Annual Values
Annual Values Low-level radioactive Radioactive wastewater:
Sanitary solid: 1,800 metric tons waste: 1,300 cubic meters 150,000 gallons
Industrial: 3,800 metric tons Sanitary wastewater: Low-level radioactive
Radioactive wastewater: 140,000 gallons 3 million gallons waste: 1,700 cubic meters
Low-level radioactive waste: 1,400 cubic Nonradioactive process
meters wastewater: 830 million

gallons

High concentration low-level radioactive waste
under evaluation: 2.5 cubic meters

High concentration mixed waste under
evaluation: 12 cubic meters

Sanitary wastewater: 3.3 million gallons

Nonradioactive process wastewater:
920 million gallons

Table S-4 only summarizes the potential construction and operational impacts for those factors that could be different from what is described for the baseline accelerator.
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Table S-4. (Continued).
Preferred alternative Modular APT Modular APT Cooling Water bypass
(Baseline APT) (3 kg/year) (1030 MeV) APT/TEF Combination Ponds 2 and S

:\‘:f"':‘:ﬁf{ ,;/ g{;ﬁ»ﬁ/’/ (‘//_, ot /
. Lipacts frout Co atawndelts .
Concentrauons of nonradmlogxcal constituents No change estimated from Consltuctlon health impacts No change esumated from No change estlmated ﬁ'om
would be less than applicable limits for Baseline APT. would be 10 percent lower Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
workers and public. Traffic -related accidents than the Baseline APT.

resulting in about 2 fatalities to the public and
workers due to increased local traffic would be
reduced with finish of construction.
Occupational injuries to workers would be due
to industrial activities and would have the
following impacts for the construction period:

Number requiring First Aid: 1,100
Nuinber requiring medical attention: 280
Number resulting in lost work time: 93

Public would receive radiation exposun: fmm No change estnmated from No chnnge estimated from .Radmmm exposuresto the No change esumatod from

APT emissions and transportation of Baseline APT. Baseline APT. public would be 10 percent Baseline APT.
radioactive material. Workers would receive higher due to higher air

radiation exposure from facility operations, emissions as compared to

transportation of radioactive material, and from the Baseline APT.

electromagnetic fields. Total LCFs to population

Total LCFs to population (air, water, and (air, water, and transport):

transport): 0.0016 0.0017

"Would result in minor impacts to wetlands. No change estimated from No change estimated t‘x"om No change estimated m No heated blowdown to

Temperature of the blowdown would be Baseline APT. Baseline APT. Baseline APT. Ponds 2 or 5. Minor impact
marginally higher than the ambient maximum for heated water only in
temperature, During cooler months the warmth Pond C.

could have a positive impact by lengthening the
growing season for some aquatic vegetation.

4 only summarizes the potential construction and operational impacts fi factors that could be different from what is described for the baseline accelerat.
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Table S-4, (Continued).

Preferred alternative Modular APT Modular APT . Cooling Water bypass
(Baseline APT) (3 kg/year) (1030 MeV) APT/TEF Combination Ponds2 and §

e

i i i
Increases in the work force for APT No change estimated from  Peak employment would be No change estimated from  No change estimated from
construction would not result in a boom Baseline APT. 10 percent lower thanthe  Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
situation. Baseline APT.

Peak employment is about 1,400 jobs.

Table S-4 only summarizes the potential construction and operational impacts for those factors that could be different from what is described for the baseline accelerator.
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PART A. INTRODUCTION AND FORMAT

A.1 Introduction
EVENTS SINCE THE DRAFT APT EIS

Since issuance of the Draft EIS in December
1997, several events have occurred and deci-
sions have been made that influenced the prepa-
ration of the Final APT EIS. Two other draft
EISs related to the tritium supply mission were
issued, the Tritium Extraction Facility (TEF)
EIS and the Commercial Light-Water Reactor
(CLWR) EIS. These three documents are
closely interrelated. The proposed action de-
scribed in the CLWR EIS is now the “No-
Action” alternative in this EIS. Conversely, the
APT is the “No-Action” alternative in the
CLWREEIS.

In August 1998, the Department decided to
make its primary technology decision prior to
issuing the Final EISs. On December 22, 1998,
Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson announced
that CLWRs would be the primary tritium sup-
ply technology. The Secretary designated the
Watts Bar Unit 1 reactor near Spring City, Ten-
nessee, and Sequoyah Unit 1 and 2 reactors near
Soddy-Daisy, Tennessce as the preferred
CLWRs for tritium production. The Secretary
designated the APT as the backup technology
for tritium supply. Selection of the CLWR op-
tion reaffirms the December 1995 Tritium Sup-
ply and Recycling PEIS ROD to construct and

operate a new tritium extraction capability at the
SRS. The preferred alternative is the No Action
alternative, consistent with its role as the backup
technology. Under No Action, DOE would
complete key research and development mile-
stones for the accelerator at SRS (but not con-
struct the facility) with the following design and
support features: klystron radiofrequency power
tubes, the use of superconducting equipment,
helium-3 feedstock material, and mechanical
draft cooling towers with river water makeup.

The Final Accelerator Production of Tritium at
the Savannah River Site Environmental Impact
Statement (APT EIS) has been prepared consis-
tent with the President’s Council on Environ-
mental Quality regulations (40 CFR Part 1500-
1508) and Department of Energy Procedures (10
CFR Part 1021). Because DOE received few
comments on the Draft EIS (DOE/EIS-0270D),
it is not reprinting a revised draft as the Final
EIS, as is typically done. Rather, DOE is final-
izing the APT EIS by reference to the Draft EIS
and is issuing this document as a record of
changes made pursuant to 10 CFR Part 1503 4.

This EIS presents the assessment of potential
environmental impacts of siting and technology
alternatives of an APT facility at the Savannah
River Site. The EIS also provides more envi-
ronmental information on the APT than was pre-
sented in the Tritium Supply and Recycling
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PEIS. A complete revised Summary has also
been prepared and is included in this Final EIS.

Modifications to the Draft APT EIS were made
for the following reasons:

» To incorporate responses to comments re-
ceived during the public comment period

o To update or clarify factual information pre-
sented in the Draft EIS

o To reflect the evolution of APT design work
that has progressed since the Draft EIS was
issued

This document focuses on changes which are of
importance to the decision maker and the public.
It does not alter or correct minor editorial mat-
ters in the Draft, nor correct minor technical in-
formation, unless those changes are warranted
because they would alter the meaning or change
the conclusions drawn. Table A-1 summarizes
the changes made and denotes which changes
are in response to which comments.

Since issuance of the Draft EIS, the Department
has investigated a design variation for the dis-
charge of cooling water. This variation would
result in mitigating potential ecological impacts
described in the Draft EIS and responds to sev-
eral comments received during the public com-
ment period. Under this variation, the discharge
of cooling water would go to Pond C, bypassing
pre-cooler Ponds 2 and 5 via an existing dis-
charge channel.

The Draft EIS introduced two other design
variations, a modular or staged accelerator con-
figuration, and combining tritium extraction fa-
cilities with the APT. The Draft EIS was based
on the best available information for assessing
the impacts of either design variation; this
document uses additional information to quan-
tify to the extent possible, the potential impacts
associated with these designs pursuant to the
commitment made in the Draft EIS.

A.2 Format

The following is an example of how the changes
are presented.

Page 2-15, 1* column, 1* through 2™ paragraphs
are replaced with the following:

DOE assumed the APT complex would require
approximately 250 acres of land with a footprint
6,560 feet long by 1,640 feet wide. The area
requirements would not vary much with any
combination of technologies or design options
described in this chapter.

With the land requirements established, the next
phase of the screening process was to develop
exclusionary criteria (disqualifying conditions).
Examples of these criteria include avoiding ad-
verse impacts to threatened and endangered spe-
cies, avoiding impacts to wetlands and sensitive
ecosystems, and proximity to seismic faults.
Wike et al. (1996) contains a complete listing of
these exclusionary criteria. Seven potential sites
(numbered 1-7) were initially identified. Two
sites (numbered 5 and 7) were subsequently
eliminated due to the presence of disqualifying
conditions (proximity to seismic faults). One
site (number 3) was added based on a request to
examine a site in the vicinity of the industrial-
ized A- and M- Areas. Although not explicitly
used as exclusionary criteria, existing industri-
ally developed areas were examined and dis-
missed as feasible sites because the APT, due to
its space requirements, would conflict with
(1) the presence of existing structures, (2) the
presence of non-operating structures that would
require extensive decontamination and decom-
missioning (D&D) prior to site preparation, or
(3) the presence of active environmental resto-
ration activities.

A-2
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Table A-1. Modifications to Chapters 1 - 7 of the Draft APT EIS.

Chapter 1,
Section 1.5

Chapter 2,
Section 2.1

Chapter 2,
Section 2.3.5

Chapter 2,
Section 2.5

Chapter 2,
Section 2.7

Chapter 3,
Sections 3.3.1.1,
3.3.1.2,and
342

Chapter 3,
Section 3.3.2.1

Chapter 3,
Section 3.34.1

Chapter 3,
Section 3.3.4.2

Chapter 3,
Section 3.4.1

Chapter 3,
Section 3.4.5

Pﬁgc 1-5, 2™ column,
through 4® paragraphs

Page 1-6, 1* column,

1* through 2™ paragraphs

P:fe 1-7,1* column, after

e 1-7, l“ column after
2™ paragraph
Page 2-2, 1'z column, 3"
through 4 paragraphs
Pagc 2-13, 1% column,
* and 2™ paragraphs
Page 221,2 column
p?§ e 2-25,2™
column, 3™ paragraph
Page 2-26, 1* column,
paragraph through
page 2-39
Page 3-6, I column, 3"
paregraph and Figure 3-4
on page 3-7

Page 3-8, l“Column, | b

paragraph, 5" through

9% Jines, Figure 3-5 on

page 3-9, and Table 3-1 on

page 3-10

Page 3-44, 1* Column,

1* paragraph, lines

2 through 15, and Fig-

ures 3-16 and 3-17 on

pages 3-47 and 348

Psge 3-18,2™ column,
paragraph and Ta-

blc 3-5 page 3-21

Page 3-28, 2 column, 2™

paragraph and Table 3-8,

page 3-29

Page 328, 2™ column,

4% paragraph and Ta-

ble 3-9, page 3-29

Page 3-43, 1* column, 1#

paragraph and Table 3-11,

page 343

Pﬁge 3-54,2™ column,

2" paragraph, line 8
through line 3 in the

1# column on page 3-55
P:Fe 3-55, l“ column,

Page C-1
Page C-2
Page C-2
Page C-3
Page C-3
Page C4

Page C-5

Page C-5

Page C-26

Page C-26

Page C-26

Page C-33

Page C-33

Page C-33

Page C-33

Page C-36

Page C-37

L1-02

L2-04

12-05 and L2-06

L2-05 and 1L2-06

Tritium supply implement-
ing strategy
TEF No Action alterative

Plutonium residues and
scrub alloys management

Surplus plutonium disposi-
tion
APT No Action alternative

APT site selection
APT design variations
Comparison of environ-

mental impacts

APT footprint

APT footprint

Savannah River water qual-
ity

Non-radiological air quality
Radiological air quality
Radiation doses at SRS

Radiation doses at SRS

Threatened and endangereci
species

Threatened and endangered
species

A-3
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Table A-1. (C

-

Chapter 4

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.1.2

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.2.1

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.2.2

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.3.3

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.3.4

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.4

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.5

Chapter 4,
Section 4.1.5

Chapter 4,
Section 4.2.1.2

Chapter 4,
Section 4.2.2.4

Chapter 4,
Section 4.4.2.5

Chapter §

Chapter 5,
Section 5.1

Page 4, 2" column, 2™
and 3" paragraphs
Page 4-2, 2™ column,

Page 4-5, 2™ column, text
box
Page 4-6, 2™ column,
Tables 4-1 and 4-2,
page 4-7
P:ge 4-16, 2™ column,
paragraph and
Table 4-11, page 4-18,
Page 4-19, 2™ column,
9t paragraph through
page 4-22, 1* column,
4™ paragraph, including
Tables 4-12 and 4-13,
pages 4-20 and 4-21

P:ge 4-22, 2™ column,

Page 4-25, 2“‘ column,
text box
Page 4-25, 1* column,

1* paragraph and Ta-
bles 4-15 and 4-16,

pages 4-26 and 4-27
Page 4-25,2™ column,
4 paragraph through
page 4-27, 1* column,
Ik and
Table 4-17, page 4-18
Page 4-36, 1* column,
4™ paragraph and Ta-
ble 4-22, page 4-37
Page 4-56, 1% column,
3™ paragraph

4-74, 2™ column,
2" paragraph, lines 16
through 28
Page 5-1, 1* column,
1* paragraph through

_ page 5-2, 1* column

Page 5.2, 2™ column,
3 and 4® paragraphs, and
Table 5-1 on page 5-3

Page C-37

Page C-39

Page C42

Page C43

Page C-43

Page C43

Page C46

Page C-48
Page C49

Page C-49

Page C-49

Page C-49

Page C-51

Page C-53

Page C-54

Page C-56

14-03

L3-05 and 14-04

L2-05 and L2-06

L2-01 and L4-01

Concrete batch plants and
construction debris landfill
No Action impacts

Groundwater activation

Section 316(a) demonstra-
tion
Water borne source terms

Maximum non-radiological
concentrations

Accelerator source terms

Existing SRS River Water
System

APT waste categorization
APT waste generation esti-
mates

APT waste generation esti-
mates

Radioactive source terms

Threatened and endangered
species
cal-fired health risks

Cumulative impacts

Radiological doses

A4
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Table A-1

Chapter 5, Page 5-3, 2™ column, Page C-58 Non-radiological emissions
Section 5.2 1* paragraph and Ta-
ble 5-2 on page 54
Page 5-4, 1* column, sen- Page C-58 Radiological doses
tences 1 and 2 and Ta-
ble 5-3 on page 5-5
Page 5-4,2™ column, after Page C-58 M1-03 and M1-10 Greenhouse effect
1“ paragraph
Page 5-4, 2™ column, 2™ Page C-58 Cumulative waste volumes
paragraph through
page 5-6, 1* column, 1*
paragraph and Table 54
on page 5-5
Chapter 5, Page 5-7, Table 5-5 and Page C-61 Cumulative electricity gen-
Section 5.4 Table 5-5a added eration
Chapter 5, Page 5-9, Table 5-6 Page C-61 Cumulative health effects
Section 5.5
Chapter 5, Pﬁe 5-10, 1* column, Page C-64 Reasonably foreseeable
Section 5.7 2™ paragraph through actions
2™ column, 2™ paragraph
and Table 5-7 on
page 5-11
Chapter 6, Pﬁe 6-2, 1* column, Page C-64 Resource commitments
Section 6.2 2™ paragraph
Chapter 7, Page 7-6, 1% column, after Page C-66 SC solid waste Management
Section 7.1 1* paragraph act
Chapter 4, Addendum Page D-1 Design variations and miti-
Sections 4.5.1, gation actions
452,453, and
4.6
Additions to Page 1-10 Page C-66
Chapter 1 refer- .
ences
Additions to Page 2-40 Page C-66
Chapter 2 refer-
ences
Additions to Page 3-65 Page C-66
Chapter 3 refer- :
ences :
Additions to Page 4-82 Page C-68
Chapter 4 refer-
ences
Additions to Page 5-12 Page C-69
Chapter 5 refer-
ences

A-5
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Table A-1. (continued)

Chapter 2, refer-  Page 2-40 Page C-69
ences

Chapter 3, refer-  Page 3-71 Page C-69
ences

Chapter 4, Page 4-3 Page C-69
Section 4.1.1.1

Chapter 4, Pages 4-23 through 4-29 Page C-69
Section 4.1.5

references

Chapter 4 Page 4-54 Page C-69
Section 4.2.2.3

Chapter 4, refer-  Page 4-85 Page C-70
ences

A.3 Organization of the Final EIS

The Final EIS has four main parts. Part A, the
introduction, is what you are now reading.
Part B summarizes the comments received dur-
ing the public comment period and provides re-
sponses to those comments. Part B also contains
reproductions of the letters received, and tran-
scriptions of the telephone comments left with
the DOE message center. Part C presents the
modifications to the Draft EIS in the format de-
scribed previously. As mentioned, the changes
are made to (1) incorporate responses to com-
ments received during the public comment pe-
riod and (2) update or clarify factual
information. All changes to technical informa-
tion in the Draft EIS, Chapters 1 through 7 can
be found in Part C. Part D focuses on the three
design variations described in Part A.l1 and po-
tential mitigation actions. The information is
incorporated as Section 4.5 of Chapter 4 — Envi-
ronmental Impacts — of the Draft EIS. The sec-
tion also compares the design variations to the
baseline accelerator (Preferred Alternative) de-
scribed in the Draft EIS.

The final also contains the transcripts of the
public meetings held on January 13, 1998, in
North Augusta, South Carolina, and the South
Carolina Clearing House forms.

A6
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PART B. PUBLIC COMMENTS AND DOE RESPONSES

DOE published the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for the Accelerator for the Production
of Tritium in December 1997. On January 13,
1998, DOE held public meetings on the Draft
EIS in North Augusta, South Carolina. The
public comment period officially ended on. Feb-
ruary 2, 1998. However, to the extent practica-
ble, DOE has considered comments received after
February 2. This Final EIS (FEIS) is available
in DOE reading rooms in Washington, D.C. and
Aiken, South Carolina. DOE has distributed
copies to individuals, public agencies, Federal
and State officials who requested a copy, and to
persons and agencies who commented on the
Draft EIS. A distribution list can be found
starting on page DL-1.

Court reporters documented comments and
statements made during the two public mecting
sessions. In those two sessions, six individuals
provided comments or made public statements.
DOE also received eight letters (including one by
electronic mail and the South Carolina Clearing-
house Forms) on the Draft EIS. Two individuals
left three messages by telephone on DOE’s mes-
sage line.

This section presents the comments received and
the DOE responses to those comments. It in-
cludes comments made both verbally and in
writing. If a statement prompted a modification
to the EIS, DOE has noted the change and directs
the reader to that change.

Comments are noted by one of the following let-
ter codes:

¢ MI — M2 (comments submitted in either ses-
sion 1 or 2 of the public meeting)

e LIl - L8 (comments received by letter or
email)

o Pl - P3 (comments submitted by telephone
to DOE’s message line)

DOE numbered the specific comments in each
letter or verbal presentation sequentially (01, 02,
etc.) to provide unique identifiers. The mecting
participants are listed in Table B-1. Comments
are organized into categories, which are dis-
cussed below. Table B-2 lists the individuals and
government agencies that submitted comments by
letter or telephone and their unique identifiers.

The Department extends its gratitude to all the
individuals and agencies who have shown the
interest and taken the time to provide comments.

Public Meetings

The public meetings consisted primarily of in-
formal discussions and questions and answers
related to the APT. In this section, each public
meeting speaker is identified and his or her
statement paraphrased since some statements
span several pages of the transcripts (found at
end of this document). Because the commenters
had common themes, some comments have been
combined and the Department has prepared one
response for that category of comment.

As can be seen from the following discussions, a
number of public comments and concerns were
raised and discussed with Department officials
during the meetings. The responses in this
document focus on those comments or questions
which were not answered during the meeting, or
need elaboration or clarification.
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Table B-1. Public meeting comments on the
Draft APT EIS.

Comment Transcript
source number Commenter page number
Commenters at the public meetings

Mi1-01 Mr. David Solki» Ml-2to3

M1-02 Mr. William Reinig Ml-3

M1-03 toM1-06 Mr. Bob Newman Ml4to 11,16

MI1-07 to M1-11  Mr. Peter Gray M1-11t0 16, 20

M1-12 to M1-14 Mr. Emie Chaput M1-16 to 20

M2-01 Ms. Trish M2-2to 14
McCracken

a. Name spelled incorrectly in meeting transcripts.

Table B-2. Public comments by letter and tele-

phone on Draft APT EIS.
Comment Response
source number Commenter page number
Comments received by letter
L1 U.S. Department of B8
Health and Human
. Services
L2 U.S. Departmentof  B-12 to B-14
Interior
L3 Dr. David Moses B-19 to B-23
14 U.S. Eavironmental B-26
Protection Agency
L5 Mr. Russell Berry B-28
L6 Dr. David Moses* B-30
L7 Dr. David Moses B-46
L8 South Carolina State Transcripts
Clearing House and State
Clearing-
house Forms
Comments received verbally to the DOE message line
P1 Ms. Mary Barton B47
P2 Mr. Marvin Lewis B47
P3 Mr. Marvin Lewis B-48

a. A letter submitted during the TEF EIS comment pe-
riod by Dr. Moses and DOE’s response are also in-
cluded because some of the comments are related to
the APT project. The letter is coded as TEF-01
starting on page B-34. The response starts on page
B-39.

Most of the comments and issues discussed in the
meetings fall into the following broad categories:

o Expression of support for the Accelerator
Project - Mr. David Solki (M1-01), Ses-
sion 1, page 3

Mr. Solki, representing Carpenters Local
283, stated the building trade is supportive of
the accelerator.

Response to Comment M1-01: The Department
is grateful to the community for its continued
support of Department of Energy missions.

o Selection of weighting factors for site selec-
tion - Mr. William Reinig (M1-02), Ses-
sion 1, page 3

Mr. Reinig asked why the weighting factor
for health is less than the other factors con-
sidered.

Response to Comment M1-02: In the develop-
ment of site selection criteria, human health is-
sues were an inherent part of establishing
exclusionary zones. Since human health was
already considered, other considerations were
given more weight. The weightings were devel-
oped by a multidisciplinary team of scientists and
engineers.

» The use of non-renewable resources -
Mr.Bob Newman (M1-03), Sessionl,
page 4; Mr. Peter Gray (M1-10), Session 1,
pages 14-15

Two commenters, Mr. Newman and Mr. Gray,
expressed concern over the electricity required to
operate the APT, the consequent use of fossil
fuels, and possible contribution to the greenhouse
effect.

B-2
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Mr. Newman stated: "...to sclect an alternative
which is going to consume rather substantial
quantities of fossil fuel compared to using a nu-
clear reactor which is producing energy, seems to
fly in the face of NEPA dictates to conserve non-
renewable resources, coal or gas, building mate-
rials and so forth."

Mr. Gray similarly stated that "electric power
produced by fossil fuels...release greenhouse
gases."

nse mments to M1-03 and M1-10:
The Department acknowledges the large electric-
ity requirements of the APT. Part of the ongoing
design process is to investigate and introduce, if
the APT is selected and built, as many energy-
saving and resource-recovery features as possi-
ble. DOE and SCE&G (if they are ultimately the
provider of electricity to the APT) recognizes
that the use of renewable energy sources can be
cost-effective, offer opportunities to reduce fuel
imports and is 2 way to improve environmental
quality. It is DOE’s intent that it and the elec-
tricity provider would make a fixed known por-
tion of the power supplied to the APT from
renewable sources. DOE’s Preferred alternative
for supplying electricity is to use existing elec-
tricity sources from commercial providers.
While this does not negate the incremental de-
mands from servicing the APT load, it does offer
a number of other advantages, including lower
capital requirements to bring the facility online
and no new land requirements. In the states of
South Carolina and Georgia, the increased elec-
trical demand that could be attributed to the APT
is negligible. Likewise, the contribution to the
greenhouse effect is negligible compared to the
installed base of facilities using fossil fuels. The
Chapter 5 (Cumulative Impacts) discussion on
cumulative air quality impacts has been revised
to show a comparison of greenhouse-contributing
pollutants from a representative plant supplying
power to the APT to that generated regionally
and globally in the absence of the APT.

e  Worker Health and Safety - Mr. Bob New-
man (M1-04), Session 1, page 9

Mr. Newman, questioned why the EIS considered
the impacts to an uninvolved worker at
640 meters from the APT site, but not workers at
the APT.

Response to Comment M1-04: The Department
has not quantified the potential impacts from ac-
cidents to involved workers (those at the facility)
because it requires too many assumptions to
make the analysis meaningful. Current state-of-
the art models do not present valid results within
100 meters of a facility, so a hypothetical maxi-
mally exposed individual cannot be identified.
The 640-meter distance is related to commercial
reactor exclusionary zones and relates to unin-
volved individuals. The Department, however, is
concerned about worker health and safety and
will continue to maximize worker protection
through facility design, operational guidelines,
and adherence to permit conditions and regula-
tory health and safety programs. Impacts to fa-
cility workers are described in Chapter 4,
Section 4.2.1 of the Draft EIS.

e Project Cost - Mr. Bob Newman (M1-05),
Session 1, page 9; Mr. Peter Gray (M1-10),
Session 1, pages 14-15; Mr. Emie Chaput
(M1-13), Session 1, pages 17-18

Three individuals, Misters Newman, Gray, and
Chaput, expressed concem over the cost of the
proposed APT, questioned how it compares to
the Commercial Light Water Reactor tritium
production option, and expressed some skepti-
cism that the project would be funded.

Mr. Newman questioned the accelerator cost of
$3.5 to $4.5 billion and how that compares to the
cost of a reactor.

Mr. Gray indicated that he didn’t believe the ac-
celerator will be built, in part, because it would
cost $4.5billion and Congress will never
authorize that much money.

Mr. Chaput raised the issue of uncertainty be-
tween the costs of the APT versus 2 commercial
light-water reactor. He indicated the cost infor-
mation needs to be made available.
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Response to Comments M1-05. M1-10, and
Ml1-13: The APT EIS was prepared in accor-

dance with the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), the Council on Environmental
Quality’s Regulations on Implementing NEPA
(40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508), and the De-
partment of Energy’s NEPA Implementation
Procedures (10 CFR Part 1021). None of these
require inclusion of a cost analysis in an EIS.
The basic objective of this EIS is to provide the
public and the Department’s decision-makers
with a description of the reasonable alternatives
and their potential environmental impacts. While
costs could be an important factor in the De-
partment’s decision regarding the production of
trittum, the focus of an EIS is on the environ-
mental consequences. Cost estimates for both the
APT and the Commercial Light Water Reactor
(CLWR) are refined as new information is devel-
oped. In December, 1998, total life cycle costs
for the APT ranged from $7.5B to $9.2B.
CLWR total life cycle costs ranged from $1.1B
to $3.6B.

o The review of the APT EIS - Mr. Bob
Newman (M1-06), Session 1, page 10.

In his opening remarks, Mr. Clay Ramsey of
DOE stated that the EIS had been peer re-
viewed. Mr. Newman, in his subsequent
statements, indicated he did not think a re-
view by Westinghouse on a Westinghouse
operation or by DOE on a2 DOE operation is
independent.

Response to Comment M1-06: The review group
referred to was not the Westinghouse Savannah

River Company (WSRC) or DOE, but rather the
Environmental Advisory Committee (EAC). The
EAC is a group of nationally renowned scientists
and engineers who periodically review informa-
tion and plans and provide SRS with independent
evaluations. The EAC is totally independent of
WSRC and DOE.

o Use of Reactor to Produce Tritium -
Mr. Peter Gray (M1-07 through MI1-09,
MI1-11), Session 1, pages 12-13, page 15

Mr. Gray stated that he invented a new concept
for tritium production and he has been unable to
make the information public or receive a patent
because of DOE and WSRC interference.
Mr. Gray also contends a site-specific analysis
should be performed by DOE.

Response to Comments M1-07 through M1-09,
Ml-11: Mr. Gray’s device is in fact a reactor.
He published a paper in 1995, “Safe New Reac-
tor for Radionuclide Production” in Transactions
of the American Nuclear Society (TANSAO, 73,
1-552). This paper was reviewed by DOE and
WSRC for classification and approval for publi-
cation. This refutes Mr. Gray’s assertion that his
concept had “been covered up by WSRC and
DOE for the last six years.”

DOE determined that Mr. Gray’s patent applica-
tion contained Unclassified Controlled Nuclear
Information (UCNI) as defined in 42 US.C.
2168. The U.S. Patent Office does not recognize
the UCNI designation. It recognizes only classi-
fied or unclassified patents. Therefore, DOE
issued a secrecy order.

DOE has taken a second lock at Mr. Gray’s re-
quest, and still considers the patent application
UCNI. A letter has been sent to Mr. Gray in-
forming him of this result. DOE is also required
to re-examine the patent application every year
for possible declassification. If and when DOE
determines that protection is no longer necessary,
DOE will lift the secrecy order and UCNI classi-
fication and allow the patent to be processed.

Mr Gray’s concept is a small advanced Heavy
Water Reactor for tritium production that would
be built at the SRS. He opined that such a device
would be the least costly tritium production al-
ternative, while also being safe, efficient, and
environmentally-sound. As discussed in section
1.5 of the APT EIS, the APT EIS is a tiered
document which follows the Record of Decision
for the Tritium Supply and Recycling PEIS. As
such, the scope of the APT EIS is limited to
evaluating the environmental impacts of the rea-
sonable APT alternatives for providing the trit-
ium necessary to support the enduring stockpile.

B4

/



DOE/EIS-0270
Final, March 1999

- Public Comments and DOE Responses

Reactor alternatives such as the small advanced
Heavy Water Reactor are not reasonable alterna-
tives for the APT EIS. The Tritium Supply and
Recycling PEIS (DOE/EIS-0161) evaluated the
full range of reasonable technology alternatives
for tritium supply. A Heavy Water Reactor was
one of the reasonable alternatives evaluated. In
addition, in Section A.3.1, the PEIS described
potential technology innovations that might be
incorporated into any of the reactor alternatives.
For the Heavy Water Reactor, the PEIS de-
scribed the potential technology innovations as-
sociated with a small advanced Heavy Water
Reactor. As was explained in the Comment-
Response Document (Volume IIT of the PEIS), if
the Heavy Water Reactor were chosen in the Re-
cord of Decision (ROD), “site specific analysis
would consider these types of improvements™.
However, in the ROD, DOE did not choose to
build any new reactors, and did not choose the
HWR technology. Consequently, no site-specific
analysis of a small advanced Heavy Water Re-
actor has resulted.

¢ Proliferation - Mr. Peter Gray (M1-10), Ses-
sion 1, pages 14-15; Mr. Emie Chaput
(M1-14), Session 1, pages 16-19

Two commenters, Mr. Gray and Mr. Chaput,
expressed concern over how other nations will
view the United States if it allows commercial
nuclear facilities to participate in the making of
materials for national defense.

Mr. Gray indicated that he did not believe the
commercial light water reactor will ever be ac-
ceptable because such a use clearly violates the
demarcation between swords and plowshares and
that would set a dangerous precedent to interna-
tional policy.

Mr. Chaput’s comments were  similar.
Mr. Chaput stated that "the United States at this
moment is jawboning North Korea, Iran, Iraq,
other potential nuclear powers, to not make
weapons materials in their commercial nuclear
facilities. And for us to turm around and not
practice what we preach, to be contrary to what
we're asking these foreign countries do, I think

would be a foreign policy disaster and would
only serve to increase nuclear proliferation
throughout the world."

Response to Comments Mi-10 and MI-14:
Dr. David Moses, Letter L3, raises the same is-
sues as Mr. Gray and Mr. Chaput. Because of
the length of the responses to these issues, all
responses are consolidated under L3-14 to
L3-18.

s Schedule for tritium production - Mr. Emie
Chaput (M1-12). Session 1, page 17

Mr. Chaput expressed concerns that the schedule
described for construction of the APT does not
meet the current approved nuclear stockpile re-
quirements for tritium.

Response to Comment M1-12: The commenter
is correct that under current stockpile direction
and guidance, the selection and implementation
of a tritium supply strategy will be required in
the very near future. The relationship of current
and projected tritium supply and the current and
projected date for a new source to support the
stockpile are described in Section 1.1 of the Draft
EIS and the summary of this Final EIS.

o The use of American products and technical
talent - Ms. Trish McCracken (M2-01), Ses-
sion 2, pages 2-3

One commenter, Ms. Trish McCracken, ex-
pressed the opinion that all APT components and
materials should be American made. The com-
menter also expressed the opinion that the APT
should provide opportunity and training for em-
ployees who have been displaced by recent
downsizing at the Savannah River Site.

Response to Comment M2-01: The Department
is committed through its various contracts to
“buy American” whenever possible, pursuant to
The Buy American Act (FAR 25.202(a)(3)102)
and the Department of Energy Acquisitions
Regulation which implement Federal acquisition
regulations. DOE is also interested in the em-
ployment of qualified individuals with Savannah
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River Site experience. Some of the ongoing ef-
forts include staffing by DOE’s accelerator de-
sign and construction contractor, Burns and Roe
Enterprises, Inc., and the programs being imple-
mented by the Savannah River Regional Diversi-
fication Initiative and DOE and SRS

Letters:

outplacement programs. The transcript of ses-
sion 2 of the public meeting (Transcripts at the
end of this document) provides an extensive dis-
cussion of these issues. No changes were made
to the document.

The comment letters DOE received on the Draft APT EIS are reproduced in the following section with cor-
responding responses. The forms received from the South Carolina Clearing House (L7) are reproduced at

the end of this document,
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Response to Comment L1-01 (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services)

The Department agrees line numbering generally enhances the commenter’s ability to respond to informa-
tion presented in Draft EISs. In this particular case, however, line numbers were not used because of the
double column format and the use of text boxes. The Department believed line numbering could result in a
very cluttered page that could inhibit readability.

Response to Comment L1-02 (UU.S. Department of Health and Human Services)

The Department assessed the commercial light-water reactor, other reactor technologies, and the accelera-
tor for the production of tritium options in the Firnal Programmatic EIS for Tritium Supply and Recycling
(DOE 1995). In its subsequent Record of Decision (60 FR 63898), the Department decided to pursue a
dual track to determine the more viable primary technology, an accelerator or a CLWR. In January 1998,
the Department issued a Notice of Intent (63 FR 3097) to prepare the CLWR EIS. The Draft EIS was is-
sued August 1998. The relationship of the tritium supply EISs and the decisionmaking strategy is summa-
rized in Part A.1 of this document.

As noted in this Final EIS, the No Action alternative for the APT is the CLWR. Thus, the two EISs
(CLWR and APT) each provide information that allows the decisionmaker to compare environmental im-
pacts of the alternative trittum production strategies. The potential environmental impacts of the CLWR
are summarized in Part C of this document under the Chapter 2 changes on page C-3 and Chapter 4 modi-
fications on pages C-37 through C-53.

On December 22, 1998, Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson announced that commercial light water reac-
tors (CLWR) will be the primary tritium supply technology. The Secretary designated the Watts Bar Unit
1 reactor near Spring City, Tennessee, and Sequoyah Unit 1 and 2 reactors near Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee
as the preferred commercial light water reactors for tritium production. These reactors are operated by the
Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), an independent government agency. The Secretary designated the APT
as the "backup” technology for tritium supply. As a backup, DOE will continue with developmental ac-
tivities and preliminary design, but will not construct the accelerator. Finally, selection of the CLWR reaf-
firms the December 1995 Tritium Supply and Recycling PEIS ROD to construct and operate a new tritium
extraction capability at the SRS.

DOE has completed the final EISs for the APT, CLWR, and TEF. No sooner than 30 days after publica-
tion in the Federal Register of the Environmental Protection Agency’s Notice of Availability of the final
EISs for CLWR, APT, and TEF, DOE intends to issue a consolidated Record of Decision to: (1) formalize
the programmatic announcement made on December 22, 1998; and (2) announce project-specific decisions
for the three EISs. These decisions will include, for the selected CLWR technology, the selection of specific
CLWRs to be used for tritium supply, and the location of a new tritium extraction capability at the SRS.
For the backup APT technology, technical and siting decisions consistent with its backup role will be made.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY AND COMPLIANCE
Richard 8. Russel] Feders] Buliding
78 fpring Fireel, AW,
Atinta, Goorgla 30903

January 36, 1998

ER-97/720

Andrew R. Grainger,

NEPA Compliance Officer

U. S.Department of Enerqgy
savannah River Operations Ooffice
Bullding 773-42A, Room 212
Alxen, 5C 29802

Dear Mx. Graingsr:

The Departmant of the Interior has reviewed the Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (DEIS) for Accelerator Production of Tritium at
the Savannah River Site (SRS), Aiken and Barmwall Counties, South
Carolina, as requested.

ganaral Copments

The Draft Environmental Impact Statewent (ORIS) presents several
snvironmental irpacts associated with each of the Cooling Water
Systen alternatives, Thess proposed impacts include: noditication
of tha hydro geology of the sraa through intensive groundwater
utiligation, ispingesent of adult and juvenile fish and entrainment
of fish lavvaa and eggs through the intake of river water, reduced
community diversity induced by thermal discherges, and
toxicological impacts as a result of resuspension and transport of
contaminants and enhanced availability of contaninated prey jtems
i.e., bald eagles foraging on a fish kill caused by thermal
nputs). ¥hile soms Of the alternatives have fewer significant
impacts, the DEIS fails to adequataly prassent implewentation of
methods that would further reduce tha remaxining impacts associated
with these alternatives.

The mechanical-draft cooling towers with civer water makaup
alternative could lead to ruurmlon of contaminated sediments in
the Par Pond wystem and facilitate the migration of contaminants
into other watiand arsas. In addition, continual mobilization of
contaninants could lead to an increase in hicavailable foras of
contaninants, enhancing contaminant uptake in aquatic species and
potentially anhancing the trophic leval tranafer of contaminants
within this systea.

This alternative is also estimated to lead to the entrainment
173,000 tish egas and 326,000 fish larvas, and the impingement of

L2-01
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more than 100 fish at the river watsr intake structures. Current
lavals of endangsved/threatened anadrorous fish in the Savannah
River basin have ocaused federal and state agencies to initiate
efforts to reestablish their nlations to hiastorical numbers.
Thesa goala have not yet been achieved; therefore, actions leading
to the loss of any individuals of thesa species are considered to
be significant. rurther evaluation of this ocooling water
alternativa should be expanded in the DEXS, Wa suggest that
nethods for reducing the amount of sediment disturbance ana
designing intake structures to mininize fish entrainment and
impingement should ba becoma an integral part of this alternative.

Inplesenting the mechanical-draft cooling towers with groundwater
nakeup alternativa would eliminats the need for {articular intake
structure design. Howvever, contaminant resuspension and transport
issues should also ba addressed for this propesed alternative, In
addition, maintaining sustainable hydro geological conditions may
not be fensibla due to the combined demands of current groundwater
use at the Savammah River Site (Sns) and Accelerator Production of
Tritium (APT) groundwater makeup requirements. These combined

er denands may axcesd the estimated production capacity of
the aquifer and oculd lead to depletion of the aquifer. This could
advarsely impact wetland scosystems by refucing stream flow, and
potentially cause loss of some watlands or a raduction in wetlana
community diversity. Altering groundvater flow may also influence
sub=surfaca contaminant migration. Contaminate plumes identified
in locations designated as “critical areas’ may be leading to
contaminant migration into areas which were previously at
background lavals. It is also predicted that groundwater could
bacone contaninated as a direct result of the tritium accelerator
opsrations. Migration of contaminated groundwater could lead to
surface water discharges that would provide a route of exposure to
wildlife receptors. Therafors, alternatives that would achieve
sustainable hydro geological conditions and would not facilitate
contan!n:nt mnigration should be further desveloped for this
alternative,

The ireplementation of the Once-Through Cooling alternativa could
lead to resuspension and transport of contaminated sediment,
raduced commumity diveraity, thermal induced f£ish killa, enhanced
trophic laval contaminant transfer (as a result of the fish kills),
and entrainwent and impingement of fish. Dased on tha multitude of
environmental impacts associated with this alternative suggest that
it he aliminated from the DEIS as a viable alternative for the
proposed project.

The K-area cooling tower with river water makeup altsrnative could
also lead to the entrainment and irpingement of fish of the
Savannah River. 1In addition, thermal water discharges to Indian
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Grave Sranch and Pan Branch could potantially result in a reduastion
of coznunity diversity in thess recovering systeas.
Inplesantations that could reduce the potantial for these impacts
vould not only benefit this proposed alternative, but also the
others that incorporate river water 48 a cooling water source.

Ve believe that the alternatives for the APT site location
are not adequately developed. The selection of a site location to
date appears to have bean extsnsive, however, the sxclusion of
indugtrial sites froa the site selection process is unacceptable.
Both alternatives presentsd would involve the grading or leveling
of approximately 250 forested acres. For the preterred site
alternative, the land conteine unococupied habitat approaching
sultable age for utilisstion by red-cockaded woodpeckers. We
suggest the DEIS site selection process be reavaluated to
incorporate industrial locations in the process.

Spagitic Copmants

Paragraph 4.2=-15. Industrially developed areas Wers not sxamined
as potential APT sites based on the following threa oriteria: (1)
the presence of existing cpsrating structures, (2) the presence of
non-operating etructures that would require extansive
decontanination and decomnissioning prior to site preparation, or
{3) the presence of active environmental restoration activities.
These criteria do not justity the exclusion of industrial areas
with non-operating structures at which contamination and
environnental restoration are not issues. Thae DEIS should be
nodified to evaluate such sites as a component of the seite
selection process. The DEIS should also provide & list of all
sites considered in the gite selection process and the criteris for
which they did not qgualify. This would insure that no sites wers
sxcluded based on their industrial nature.

Raragraph 1.1-55. The tation of a bald sagle habitat in the
Affeoted Area is limited in the DEIS to only the ATP sita. The
incorporation of all the arsas predicted to be impacted by any, or
all, of the accelerator operation alternatives should alse be
included (i.e., bald eagle foraging habitats in the “Pre-cooler”
Ponds and Par Pond).

Raxagraph 1.2=%8, The presentation of a short-nose sturgeon
habitat in the Affeoted Area is limited in the DEIS to only the
tributaries of the SR8. Thae incorporation of all the areas
predicted to be impacted by accelerator operation alternatives,
inclwiing tha sSavannah River, should also be included

Paragraph f.4-3 The use of groundwater wells to supply cooling
vater to the APT site could lead to the depletion of aquifers

L2-03

L2-04

L2-05

L2-06

beyond their capacity to raplenish. Altarnative nethode to reduce
the requiresents for ground water from the proposed aquifer should
be evaluated. Tha implementation of more than one of the cooling
vater alternmativas may reduce the groundwater desands of the APT
site while potentislly reducing the fmpacts associsted with the
river water alternatives. If this is a feasible alternative, it
should be developed in the DEIS. If it is not feasible to combine
cooling watar alternstives this information should also be
prasented in the DEIS.

Raragraph A2.3-3 Accelerator operationa could 1lead to the
contaaination of groundwater and soll with radioisotopes that could
be transported via groundvater. The potentisl impacts to °‘real
resceptors,” those other than humans, froa this contaminatad
groundwater are assuasd to be mninimal based on dispersion of
contaninants during movement, and a caloulated dose for & human
receptor comparad to tha EPA drinking water standards. It is
inappropriate to use the term “real receptor® in place of the term
wildlife receptor, if this was tha intention of the DEIS. In
addition, calculations to predict a dose for & wildlife receptor
should be performed using a toxicity reference valus applicable to
wildlite receptors.

Paxagraph 2 .4-5. The inorsased vater flov asacciated with the
cooling water discharge is suspeotsd to agitats contaminated
sedinments in Par pond and Pen Branch, re-suspending and
traneporting theam toward the Savannah River. &ince all of the
covling water alternatives presanted would discharge to ons of
these vater bodies the DEIS should present wmaethods that could
reduce the disturbance of saediment (i.e., reduced discharga
velocities and placeaent of permanent silt screens) that would
ninimize contaminant transport.

Paragraph. 6.4-47, Entrainment of fish egge and larvae and
i{wpingenent of adult fish has been estinmated at 173,000, 326,000,
and 132, yesspactively, for both the Mechanical-draft Cooling Towar
with River Water alternative and the K-area Cooling Tower with
River Water alternativa. Tha estimated valuea for the Once-through
Cooling alternative are signiticantly higher. The DEIS fails to
prasent methods that would reduce these estisated vaelues, nor do
thay present intake velocities for the intake structures.
Entrajnsent and impingement at the river water fntake could be
reduced by providing intake structures with traveling screens and
by minimizing the velocity of the intake vater. The DEIS should be
nodified to include this information.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Draft EIB. Any
technical quastions related to fish and wildlife resources may be
directed to the U,8. Fish and Wildlife Service in Charleston, SC,
at 803/727-4707.

Sincerely,

Py #ﬁég

James H. Lee
Regional Environmental otfficer
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Response to Comment L2-01 (1J.S. Department of the Interior)

The Draft EIS did not specify detailed mitigation measures, particularly where the potential for adverse
impacts are not significant or are speculative. The Department will develop appropriate mitigative actions,
including the possible installation of monitoring wells for this EIS as part of its building and operations
plans, and, if warranted, a mitigation action plan (MAP). Specific mitigation measures in the MAP would
be dependent upon the alternatives selected and would fully reflect relevant Federal and State regulations.
Part D, Section 4.6 of this Final EIS has been added to clarify DOE’s path forward with regard to potential
mitigation actions.

Since the issuance of the Draft EIS, the Department has considered other methods of discharging cooling
water. Section 4.5.3 has been added to consider the potential impacts of bypassing Ponds 2 and 5, there-
fore, discharging cooling water into Pond C via an existing discharge canal. This action would eliminate
any impacts associated with discharging cooling water to Ponds 2 and 5, and further reduce the unlikely
possibility of predators feeding on potentially contaminated fish killed by heated water from the Once-

" Through Cooling Water altenative. The doses from resuspension of contaminated sediment for the pre-
ferred alternative are shown in Table 4-2 (Section C, page C-44) to be less than 10 percent of dose to the
maximally exposed individual from radiological discharges and less than 1 percent of the population dose
from radiological discharges from the APT.

Response to Comment 1.2-02 (U.S. Department of the Interior)

The Department acknowledges that implementing any alternative utilizing river water may result in the loss
of some fish. If DOE is to fulfill its designated missions, some level of impact will be unavoidable. Previ-
ous studies relating to reactor operations have shown, however, that the losses are negligible. Studies con-
ducted in the 1980s, when three production reactors were operating (withdrawing nearly 400,000 gallons
per minute (gpm) of water from the Savannah River), concluded that any impacts to Savannah River fish-
eries from entrainment of eggs and larvae would be small and limited to fish populations in the immediate
vicinity of the intake structures. Therefore, the Department believes that impacts to fish populations from
the withdrawal of up to 125,000 gpm (under the Once-Through Cooling Water alternative) would be very
small and the impacts from the withdrawal of 6,000 gpm (under the preferred cooling water alternative,
using mechanical draft cooling towers) would not be measurable. The Department is currently removing
about 5,000 gpm to maintain L-Lake levels. DOE has prepared a Biological Assessment (BA) and is in-
formally consulting with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The BA notes that the preferred cooling water
alternative would have “negligible” impacts on the shortnose sturgeon because (1) less than 1 percent of the
Savannah River flow would be withdrawn and (2) potential sturgeon spawning habitat is upstream and
downstream of the SRS.

Response to Comment 1.2-03 (U.S. Department of the Interior)

As required by the National Environmental Policy Act, the Department has assessed a range of reasonable
alternatives related to providing cooling water to the APT. The Department of the Interior's comment por-
trays the environmental tradeoffs involved in making a selection of the cooling water alternative. The envi-
ronmental impacts of alternative cooling water systems have been assessed and presented in the EIS. As
indicated in the Draft EIS, DOE is aware of the potentially serious impacts of supplying mechanical draft
cooling towers with makeup from groundwater. The Department will carefully weigh these potential im-
pacts with those of other alternatives prior to making a decision. As noted in the response to Comment L2-
01, the Department will consider appropriate mitigative actions. '
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Response to Comment 1.2-04 (U.S. Department of the Interior)

DOE did examine developed areas of the SRS during the APT site selection study. However, given the size
of the APT footprint, it would not be feasible to locate the facility within an existing industrial area without
impacting on-going operations. Furthermore, it would not be feasible to site APT at a non-operating facil-
ity that would require extensive decontamination and decommissioning, or an environmental restoration
cleanup site (due to impacts on costs and schedule). DOE has modified this section in the Draft EIS (see
Part C, page C-4 of the FEIS). A total of eight potential sites were considered. Several of the sites were
eliminated due to the presence of disqualifying conditions. The site selection process is described on pages
2-13 to 2-16 of Draft EIS and in the siting study — Site Selection for the Accelerator for Production of
Tritium at the Savannah River Site — available in the DOE Reading Room.

Response to Comment L.2-05 (U.S. Department of the Interior)

DOE has expanded Section 3.4.5 of the Draft EIS (see Part C, page C-36), Threatened and Endangered
Species, to include 2 more thorough discussion of bald eagle usage of SRS aquatic habitats, focusing on the
pre-cooler ponds and Par Pond. The discussion of possible impacts to bald eagles has also been expanded,
with consideration given to the possible effects of ingestion of contaminated prey in the pre-cooler ponds.

Response to Comment 1L.2-06 (U.S. Department of the Interior)

The Department has also expanded Section 3.4.5 of the Draft EIS (see Part C, page C-37), Threatened and
Endangered Species, to include a discussion of the distribution and abundance of shortnose sturgeon in the
Savannah River up- and downstream of the SRS.

Response to Comment 1.2-07 (U.S. Department of the Interior)

Pursuant to NEPA, DOE has looked at a reasonable range of cooling water altenatives. While the De-
partment has not looked at every possible perturbation, it believes the potential impacts discussed in the
Draft EIS would bound the impacts associated with any combined cooling water alternative. The Depart-
ment does not believe it would be cost efficient to utilize two supply systems when one is sufficient. As
mentioned in the response to Comment L2-03, the Department will carefully weigh the information prior to
making a decision.

Response to Comment 1.2-08 (U.S. Department of the Interior)

The use of the phrase “real receptor” was misinterpreted by the commenter. The intended meaning was an
“actual user of groundwater” rather than “wildlife receptor.” However, under no circumstances would
groundwater at the APT site be used as a drinking water source. The discussion was included to illustrate
the low levels of radioactivity that would be in groundwater. Human beings would not drink the water and
therefore would not actually receive any radiation dose. Wildlife receptors, which could be exposed to ra-
dionuclides in APT groundwater would receive a considerably smaller dose than the theoretical human re-
ceptor because potential radioactivity in ground water would be reduced over time by dilution, dispersion,
adsorption, and radioactive decay as the groundwater flows from the area of the APT sites to downgradient
streams. The Department believes the potential impacts described bound the potential impacts to wildlife.

Response to Comment 1.2-9 (U.S. Department of the Interior)

See response to comment L2-01.
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Response to Comment L2-10 (U.S. Department of the Interior) \/

See response to comment 1.2-02.
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RESPONSES TO COMMENTS L3-01 THROUGH L3-06 CONCERNING RADIOACTIVE
WASTE CLASSIFICATION AND MANAGEMENT

Response to Comment 1.3-01 (Dr. David Moses)

The designation of some waste in the Draft APT EIS as Greater-Than-Class-C waste was an oversimplifi-
cation and not technically accurate. DOE has recently issued Draft DOE Order 435.1, “Radioactive Waste
Management,” which only contains three waste classifications; high-level waste, transuranic waste, and
low-level waste. The previously used term “special case” waste will no longer be valid when the new order
is finalized. An evaluation of the more radioactive of APT’s waste streams is currently under way to con-
firm that it can be disposed of at SRS within existing requirements. This evaluation is anticipated to be
completed by the end of 1998. However, it should be noted that DOE will not proceed with the generation
of waste products without a clear path forward for disposition of the wastes.

Response to Comment L3-02 (Dr. David Moses)

As noted in the response to comment L3-01, DOE is completing an update to the SRS Low-Level Radioac-
tive Waste Performance Assessment and will determine the disposal of all APT wastes after this assess-
ment is completed. As stated above, DOE will not proceed with the generation of waste products without a
clear path forward.

Response to Comment L.3-03 (Dr. David Moses

The APT Program has provided the Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB) with copies of the
APT Conceptual Design and the EIS. In addition, several informational sessions have been held with the
staff of the DNFSB to provide additional background information on the APT project and design. The ob-
jective of this information is to ensure the DNFSB understands the concepts and the APT design so they
can provide the best design and safety review possible. The DOE anticipates that the DNFSB will partici-
pate in design reviews of the preliminary and final design and the Preliminary and Final Safety Analysis
Reports. However, no formal comments from DNFSB have been received to date. Formal interactions
with the Board will be documented.

Response to Comment 1.3-04 (Dr. David Moses

As noted in the response to comment L3-01, DOE is completing an update to the SRS Low-Level Radioac-
tive Waste Performance Assessment and will determine the disposal of the high concentration or special
case wastes after this assessment is completed. However, DOE will not proceed with the generation of any
waste without a clear path forward.

Response to Comment 1.3-05 (Dr. David Moses

Appropriate modifications have been made to Section 4.1.5 of the Draft EIS (see Part C, page C-49) and
the Glossary. The focus of Appendix A of the Draft EIS is SRS facilities and processes. Specific details,
including volumes of waste streams, are discussed in Chapter 4 of the Draft EIS.

Response to Comment L.3-06 (Dr. David Moses

As noted in response to comment L3-03, informational meetings have been held with DNFSB. These
meetings have included a discussion of the wastes to be generated by the APT and their radiation charac-
teristics. In addition, the treatment, storage, and disposal of radioactive waste is subject to regulatory con-
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trol by the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control and the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). The APT project has established coordination with these agencies to insure that
all regulatory requirements are met.

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS L3-04 THROUGH L3-l3 CONCERNING ENVIRONMENTAL
AND PUBLIC HEALTH HAZARDS FROM ACCIDENTS

DOE has considered the environmental impacts of pertinent potential APT accidents. Technical issues
raised by the author of Letter 3 will be taken into account, as appropriate, as the APT design envelope de-
velops and safety analysis reports are completed.

Response to Comment L3-07 (Dr. David Moses)

Guidance for emergency preparedness activities at DOE facilities is given in DOE Order 151.1. There is
no reason to believe that structural failure temperatures of greater than 1250°C would result in any greater
consequences than those postulated at 1250°C, as both temperatures are substantially above the normal
boiling point of the cooling water. The only accident scenario in which the failure temperature of the clad-
ding comes into consideration is the beyond-design-basis seismic event.  In this case, the cladding is as-
sumed to fail at 1250°C and release all of its contents.

Response to Comment L.3-08 (Dr. David Moses)

The beam shutdown system is designated safety-class and will be controlled through appropriate technical
safety requirements. In addition, the acceleration of the beam is dependent upon the receipt of a feedback
signal from the target/blanket facility. Should power be lost to the target/blanket facility, the feedback sig-
nal also would be lost, terminating acceleration of the beam.

Response to Comment L3-09 (Dr. David Moses)

There is no functional analogy between an Anticipated Transient Without Scram (ATWS) for a nuclear
reactor and a beam trip failure for an accelerator. In a reactor, the nuclear chain reaction is self-sustaining;
in an accelerator, the propagation of the beam from origin to target is not. In a reactor, equipment mal-
functions could result in the reactor not shutting down; in an accelerator, equipment malfunctions inevitably
result in beam shutdown. Because of the potential consequences of a reactor accident, inadvertent reactor
shutdowns must be analyzed to determine the cause of the shutdown prior to restart. In accelerators, inad-
vertent shutdowns as a result of transients are a matter of routine operation, and in most cases an accel-
erator is automatically restarted in less than 1 second.

A description of a thermalhydraulic transient coincident with the failure to trip the beam is included in Sec-
tion B.2.13 of Appendix B of the Draft EIS.

Response to Comment 1.3-10 (Dr. David Moses)

The design of the Target/Blanket Building and Accelerator is evolving and the referenced open vent path
may or may not survive as a design element in the final design. Should this vent path be relied upon in the
design safety analysis, appropriate administrative controls would be used to ensure the vent path could per-
form its function.
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Response to Comment L3-11 (Dr. David Moses)

It is inappropriate to compare research accelerators that are not necessarily designed for continuous duty
with commercial nuclear reactors that are designed to operate in a baseline mode. The design of the accel-
erator has on-line spare equipment to allow for full operation even with some of the equipment out of serv-
ice. Section B.2.12 of Appendix B of the Draft EIS describes the assumptions used in the determination of
the beyond-design-basis seismic event. While substantial damage is postulated in this beyond-extremely-
unlikely event to tritium separation and support facilities at APT, it is not necessary to discount the miti-
gating effects of the physical form of the hazardous material or postulate a dispersion mechanism where
one does not credibly exist. Additionally, the EIS is not the safety design basis document for APT and that
applicable DOE guidance will be applied to the design and construction of APT, such that the safety of
workers at the public is assumed.

Response to Comment 1.3-12 (Dr. David Moses)

- The beam shutdown system is classified as a safety class system and as such, appropriate technical safety
requirements and configuration management controls would be used to ensure the system functioned as de-
signed. The consequences of a thermalhydraulic transient coincident with a failure to trip the accelerator
beam is considered in Section B.2.13 of Appendix B of the Draft EIS.

Response to Comment 1.3-13 (Dr. David Moses)

It is not credible that a beyond-design-basis seismic event that destroys the target/blanket cooling capability
would leave the non-seismically-qualified power transmission system and all accelerator components intact
and functioning. A seismic event of that magnitude would likely throw the beam out of alignment and thus
dissipate the beam before it reached the target/blanket building. The seismic event is the only initiator that
could cause the incident described.

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS L3-14 THROUGH L3-19 CONCERNING RECOMMENDA-
TIONS BASED ON OTHER CONSIDERATIONS

Response to Comment L3-14 (Dr. David Moses)

Under the Atomic Energy Act and its implementing regulations, the U.S. Government ensures that its Non-
proliferation Treaty Obligations are met. The Atomic Energy Act empowers DOE and the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission (NRC) to control exports of technology or services and equipment or facilities for the
production, development or utilization of special nuclear material (SNM). To export technology for an
accelerator for the production of significant quantities of SNM, the authorization of the Secretary is re-
quired under DOE regulations 10 CFR Part 810. To export equipment or facilities specially designed or
prepared for an accelerator to produce significant quantities of SNM, an NRC license is required under
NRC regulations at 10 CFR Part 110.

Until now DOE control over technology for accelerator production of SNM has been implicit. But to en-
sure that the public is aware of the restrictions on the transfer of the technology, DOE is in the process of
amending its nuclear technology export regulations to explicitly cover accelerator technology for the pro-
duction of SNM. Also, accelerators for basic scientific research are controlled by the Department of
Commerce, and tritium, as well as SNM, is controlled by NRC.
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Response to Comments 1.3-15 (Dr. David Moses); M1-01 (Mr. Peter Gray); and M1-14 (Mr. Ernie
Chaput

The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act of 1978 (NPT) established formal procedures for reviewing nuclear
exports and for coordinating U.S. agency positions on the addition of new technologies to the nuclear ex-~
port control lists. With each change to the nuclear export control lists, DOE initiates a nonproliferation
study to consider questions of significance to the nuclear fuel cycle or to nuclear explosive activity, risk of
diversion to clandestine programs, foreign availability, and related information of interest. DOE has initi-
ated such a study for accelerator production of SNM. The results of the study will be shared with all agen-
cies and appropriate measures will be taken as called for in the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act procedures.

Response to Comments 1.3-16 (Dr. David Moses); M1-01 (Mr. Peter Gray); and M1-14 (Mr, Ernie
Chaput

The President’s nuclear nonproliferation and export control policy calls for the coordination of all U.S.
unilateral export controls with multilateral regimes {e.g. the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) and the NPT
Exporters Committee]. Therefore, policy calls for the U.S. to coordinate its views and practices with other
nuclear suppliers and within the nuclear export control regimes. In May 1997, the U.S. Government in-
formed its fellow NSG members in a formal briefing of the technical capabilities of using accelerators to
produce SNM. Further NSG discussion will take place as necessary.

Response to Comments 1L.3-17 (Dr. David Moses); M1-01 (Mr. Peter Gray); and M1-14 (Mr. Ernie
Chaput

The APT EIS was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality’s Regulations on Implementing NEPA (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508),
and the Department of Energy’s NEPA Implementation Procedures (10 CFR Part 1021). None of these
require inclusion of a cost analysis in an EIS. The basic objective of this EIS is to provide the public and
the Department’s decision-makers with a description of the reasonable altemnatives and their potential envi-
ronmental impacts. While costs could be an important factor in the Department’s decision regarding the
production of tritium, the focus of an EIS is on the environmental consequences. Cost estimates for both
the APT and the Commercial Light Water Reactor (CLWR) are refined as new information is developed. In
December, 1998, total life cycle costs for the APT ranged from $7.5B to $9.2B. CLWR total life cycle
costs ranged from $1.1B to $3.6B.

Response to Comments L3-18 (Dr. David Moses); M1-01 (Mr. Peter Gray); and M1-14 (Mr. Ernie
Chaput

On July 14, 1998, a high-level government task force issued to Congress a report “Interagency Review of
Nonproliferation Implications of Alternative Tritium Production Technologies Under Consideration by the
Department of Energy”. This report, conducted by top Administration officials from various Departments,
including the Department of Defense, the Department of State, and the Department of Energy, concluded
that the APT project does not pose proliferation risks. It also concluded that any nonproliferation issues
associated with the use of a CLWR to produce tritium were manageable and that DOE should continue to
pursue the CLWR option. The review further concluded that there are no legal or treaty prohibitions
against tritium production in a CLWR, reactors making tritium could remain on the IAEA Safeguards List,
and that no bilateral “peaceful uses” agreements would be violated. This report is available upon request.

In addition, the commentors are directed to the CLWR EIS (DOE/EIS-0288) for additional mformatlon
regarding the nonproliferation issues associated with tritium production in a CLWR.
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Response to Comment 1.3-19 (Dr. David Moses)

The APT EIS was prepared in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality’s Regulations on Implementing NEPA (40 CFR Parts 1500 through 1508),
and the Department of Energy’s NEPA Implementation Procedures (10 CFR Part 1021). None of these
require inclusion of a cost analysis in an EIS. The basic objective of this EIS is to provide the public and
the Department’s decision-makers with a description of the reasonable alternatives and their potential envi-
ronmental impacts. While costs could be an important factor in the Department’s decision regarding the
production of tritium, the focus of an EIS is on the environmental consequences. Cost estimates for both
the APT and the Commercial Light Water Reactor (CLWR) are refined as new information is developed. In
December, 1998, total life cycle costs for the APT ranged from $7.5B to $9.2B. CLWR total life cycle
costs ranged from $1.1B to $3.6B.
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Response to Comment 1.4-01 (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)

See response to comment L2-01. DOE is committed to performing appropriate mitigating measures, in-
cluding the possible installation of monitoring wells.

Response to Comment L.4-02 (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)
See response to comments M1-03 and M1-10.

Response to Comment 1.4-03 (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)

The Department has clarified the discussion of activation products in modifications to Chapter 4 (see
Part C, page C-42). The dominant activation product would be tritium. Also, please see the response to
comment L2-01.

Response to Comment 1.4-04 (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)

The commenter is correct that technical definitions can be found in 10 CFR Part 61. The Department has
attempted to simplify this discussion to help understanding among the widest range of stakeholders. Modi-
fication to the text box on page 4-25 of the Draft EIS (see Part C, page C-49 of this document) has been
made. '

Response to Comment 1.4-05 (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)

The projected low-level radioactive waste (LLW) volume for APT is based upon the Pollution Prevention
Design Assessment for the Project (England et al., 1997, Accelerator Production of Tritium, Pollution
Prevention Design Assessment, WSRC-TR-97-02-60, Westinghouse Savannah River Company, Aiken,
South Carolina). This document analyzes all of the potential waste streams for APT and identifies methods
and materials that could reduce the amount of waste. The largest components of the estimated 1,400 cubic
meters of LLW are job control waste and non-hazardous process equipment. These estimates are based
upon the design of the facility and expected waste generation rates.

Response to Comment 1.4-06 (U.S. Environmental Protection Agency)

The reference is not exclusively to high concentration wastes. The statement in Appendix A of the Draft
EIS indicates that some waste streams may require extra shielding during their transportation as the intrin-
sic radioactivity would be high.
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Date: 2/10/98 10:28 MM
prierity: Normal
BCC: NEPA at SRCCAO2
TO: nepa at Mailhub
€C: TAYLORGK .
CORNETPA
Subject: Comments

I would like to submit ths following comments/ questions for
consideration:

1) T would suggest that both tritium supply alternstive NISs be avaluated

and compared before a decision is wmade on the method of supply. Ls-01

2) Por cooling water it 1s indicated that groundwater is mot availadble in
sufficient capactity to supply all of tha cooling water. I would like to l

suggest that it be savalusted if tha recovery snd reinjection of critiated!
groundwater bs considered for a source of cooling water, If this could 15-02
be used e a portion of tha cooling water supply it way he worth while to

consider as it could increase recovery of the tritiated groundwater, be

used for a purpose and then be reinjected and hopefully reduce the

levels of tritivwm in the Savennah River which is used for drinking water

supply.

Thartks
Russell Berry
SCOHEC, Low Country NQC

sasuodsay FOQ Puv Siuawwo) dnqnd
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Response to Comment L.5-01 (Mr. Russell Berry)

See response to comment L1-02.

Response to Comment L5-02 (Mr. Russell Berry)

The Department does not believe it would be feasible to utilize tritiated water as a cooling source for the
APT because of the excessive amounts of other contaminants in the water. Since discharge of water is re-
quired to keep salts from accumulating in the cooling lines, the use of tritiated water might result in more
tritium being introduced into the environment. The Department is, however, investigating the possibility of
using tritiated water for other purposes.
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reainame: David Moses

email: mosesa@aol.com

subject: ES&H regulatory questions on accelerators
tolephone: 423-483-4300

comments: | follow the APT EIS process and | will follow the soon to emerge
SNS EIS process. From the former, saveral questions and comments arise
about DOE's regulatory process. These questions/comments are as follows:

o If APT were a reactor and not an accelerator-driven target, its
radioactive inventory of spafiation and activation products that is
apparently equivatent to the flssion product inventory in a 50 MWth reactor
would make it a Hazard Catogory 1 facility under DOE 5480.30, but APT at
the conceptual deslgn and for purposes of the ROD apparently s classified
only as a Hazard Category 2 facility. this seems to fly in the face of
DNFSB recommendation 95-2 with regard to consistent application of
standards based on the hazard posed.

o It APT weras a reactor and not an accelemtor-driven target, its would be
required to have "safety-related” protection and engineered safety systems
under DOE 5460.30 and to address anticpated transionts without scram (ATWS)
to meet the criteria for hazards analyses in Sects. 6 and 8.¢ of DOE

5480.23, but APT documeants never mention “safety-related” systoms including
beam-trip, and apparently the APT project does not want to consider failure

to trip the beam in the same conservative fashlon as ATWS is considered in

a reactor, Isn't the beam a source of energy that, as required to be
considered in hazard analyses under DOE 6480.23, can lead to target failure
tho sams as an unprotacted/unmitigated mactivity excursion in a reactor?
DOE 5480.23 and DOE-8TD-1027 indicate that hazards analyses should not
considor mitigation systems in making the hazard clasaslfication

determination, but APT apparently always assumess baam trip for such
determinations. Can't the reflood of A moiten target be a potential source

of staam explosion the same as the refiood of a molten reactor depending
upon materials and temperatures? Reactors also are required to have
inharent negative feadbacks per DOE 5460.30 but not targets for

accelerators such as that in APT. Again, DOE does not appear to be taking
DNFSB Racommendation 95-2 very seriously,

o It APT wero a reactor and not an accelerator-driven target, its

radiaootive wastes from the core would be "high-level® and destinad for the
geologic reposttory for disposal, but, although just as radioactive as
Greater-than- Class-C LLRW that NRC and DOE/EM indicate must go to the
reposttory, APT wastes are per tho APT Homepage reportedly destined for
shalfow Iand land disposal at SRS. This seems to be inconsistent with the
thrust of DNFSB Recommendation 84-2 and the complex-wide raview of LLRW
that followed ils Issuance. In fact since legally APT wastes may not be

L6-01

1602

L6-03

classfied readily as Great-than-Claes-C (although just a radlonctive),

under DOE/EM guidance, they appear to be special case waete and inherently
hazardous special waste wheraw the complax wide review found that the
production or storage of special case waste with no clear path forward is a
major concern at many sites. DOE seems to be playing word games - not
caliing APT wastes specalil case while eaffing such wastes
Greater-than-Class-C in the recent draft APT EIS for aiting at SRS and then
reporting that the stuff is being considered for disposal on site at SRS.
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Response to Comment L6-01 (Dr. David Moses)

DOE-STD-1027 lists the radionuclide inventory necessary for the initial categorization of a facility as ei-
ther category 1, 2, or 3. While many of the radionuclides that would be present at APT are not specifically
listed, the standard makes provision for the evaluation of unlisted radionuclides and provides default values
to be used. In addition, the requirement for performing a detailed safety analysis for the facility is not di-
minished by the initial hazard classification.

Response to Comment L.6-02 (Dr. David Moses)
See responses to L3-08 and L3-09.

Response to Comment L.6-03 (Dr. David Moses

See response to L3-01.

Additional DOE response is provided in the following letter from Dr. Paul Lisowsky;
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Note: The following was submitted during the comment period for the Tritium Extraction Facility EIS. Itis reproduced here because there were

some comments related to APT.
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These responses to the June 2 letter from Dr. David Moses commenting on the TEF EIS are repro-
duced from the TEF EIS.

Response to Comment TEF-01 (Dr, David Moses

The Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB) has the authority, under legislation establishing the
DNFSB and its mission, to provide independent safety oversight to DOE in regard to the operation of de-
fense nuclear facilities. The DNFSB from time to time provides recommendations to the Department. As
the commenter points out, ambiguities may exist in the Board’s authority to provide oversight to TEF and
other DOE tritium programs because tritium is not a special nuclear material as defined by the Atomic En-
ergy Act of 1954. As the commenter also points out, DOE cooperates fully with the Board on matters con-
cemning existing and proposed DOE tritium facilities.

As indicated in the draft EIS, because of its radiological characteristics DOE has chosen to apply to tritium
operations a number of regulations and standards which also apply to special nuclear material operations.
DOE believes this is 2 conservative approach to safety management for tritium facilities. The regulations
(including 10 CFR Parts 830 and 835) and DOE Orders are discussed and listed in Section 7.4 of the Draft
EIS. DOE has evaluated the NRC Isotope Facility requirements; those facility NRC requirements that are
more conservative and not covered in DOE Orders will be included in the final design of the TEF. DOE
has a rigorous regulatory system in place for tritium facilities. Because of this, it is not likely that changes
in the definition of DOE nuclear facilities or the designation of tritium as a special nuclear material would
change the safety posture of these facilities or of the TEF. Therefore, DOE has not modified the Draft EIS
in this regard.

Response to Comment TEF-02 (Dr. David Moses

The Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety Board (DNFSB) is an independent agency that freely conducts over-
sight activities of DOE facilities. DOE’s Tritium Program has cooperated fully with Board and Board
staff requests for information on the TEF. Board and Board staff have been provided briefings on TEF
issues, at their request. As the commenter suggests, DOE submitted a copy of the TEF Draft EIS to the
Board for review and comment. No comments were received from the DNFSB or DNFSB staff. DOE
prepared the TEF EIS early in the facility decision process as mandated by NEPA, implicit in this objective
of obtaining early public input is the fact that detailed design information is not available to support the
EIS. Assuming that the Department decides to proceed with development of the TEF, detailed design and
safety reviews (including independent review and oversight by DNFSB) will be conducted according to
DOE policy and established safety practices at appropriate stages of design.

Response to Comment TEF-03 (Dr. David Moses)

The purpose of the proposed action and alternatives evaluated in the TEF EIS is to provide the capability to
extract tritium from tritium producing burmable absorber rods irradiated in 2 commercial nuclear reactor,
or targets of similar design, for the sole purpose of supplying tritium to the Department of Defense to sup-
port the nuclear weapons stockpile of the United States. Commercial sale of tritium extracted in the TEF,
regardless of the source (CLWR or APT), is not contemplated at this time. However, it should be noted
that tritium produced in a CLWR does fall within the scope of existing regulations. The commenter points
out that it is unclear where regulatory authority rests in regard to accelerator-produced tritium. DOE does
not consider “targets of similar design” the preferred target alternative for the proposed accelerator. The
preferred alternative, as described in the APT EIS, is to produce tritium in a helium target and extract the
tritium at the accelerator facility; the TEF would not be required if the accelerator was chosen as the pri-
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mary source of tritium and the helium target technology was implemented. Thus it is unlikely for a number
of reasons that commercial sale of accelerator-produced tritium from the TEF will become an issue.
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Response to Comment L7-01 (Dr. David Moses)
See response to L6-01.

Response to Comment L7-02 (Dr. David Moses)

The credible and incredible releases from APT were determined based on DOE-STD-1027 considering
material quantity, form, location, dispensability, and interaction with available energy sources. No credit
has been taken in these analyses for mitigation from active safety features (e.g., pumps starting, valves
opening or closing). However, mitigation of releases based upon passive safety features relying upon natu-
ral laws was considered. See also response to L6-01 regarding hazard categories.

Response to Comment L7-03 (Dr. David Moses
See response to L3-08.

Response to Comment L7-04 (Dr. David Moses)

See response to L3-01.
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Verbal Comments:

Transcripts of the messages left on the DOE message line:

Ms. Mary Barton (Comment P1-01)

I had gotten a letter from you about a meeting in North Augusta on January 13, 1998 at the Community
Center. And I would just like to give my opinion on what I think of the situation in the backup Tritium
Production Technology. I am fully aware that we need this plant down here and these situations. But I am
fully aware of the environmental impact and what it’s had on people in the area, the illness, the sickness
that has been ignored because Westinghouse is one of the worst polluters that we have ever had here and
their management and everything. We can not stand another year of this kind of stuff in this area. The
people’s health will not permit it. And I want to know what’s going to be done to make it safe because
Westinghouse is the worst we’ve ever had of the abuse of their employees not only medically and physically
neglect and everything out there. And I am one citizen that is concerned about it and I want to know what’s
going to be done about it. Thank you.

Response to Comment P1-01 (Ms. Mary Barton)

The Department is committed to providing a safe work place for its employees and to being a good corpo-
rate neighbor. The Department strives to operate within permit conditions and adheres to all applicable
laws and regulations. Historic SRS accident rates have been low and are discussed on page 3-44 of the
Draft EIS. The safety and health of SRS workers and the public continue to be of paramount concem to
the Department of Energy. The APT would be designed, constructed, and operated with the highest degree
of safety.

Mr. Marvin Lewis (Comment P2-01)

I wish to voice my comments into the record on the Draft EIS which I have just received the Environmental
Impact Statement Summary Accelerator Production of Tritium at the Savannah River Site. Please do not
send me this entire EIS, the summary is sufficient.

I would say from the summary that this is another ridiculous project for a product that is totally unneces-
sary. There is plenty of recycled tritium available on the market from various other sources. And there’s
also recycled tritium on the market from Russian nuclear bombs and materials. And there’s plenty of ex-
tractable tritium from various uses including commercial and military. The idea that we have to put in this
gold-plated monstrosity called an accelerator at the Savannah River is just another boondoggle having no
real reason except to distribute money to the educated and friends of the DOE or DOD or DOI or whatever
or South Carolina or whatever. I’'m sure there are plenty of people with their hands out for that money.
That doesn’t mean we should go ahead with this ridiculous project. I hope I am making it clear that I am
not, repeat NOT, that’s negative, in favor of this ridiculous project. There are many other good things to
do with money. We don’t have to throw it away in a hole in the ground. Thank you.

Response to Comment P2-01 (Mr. Marvin Lewis

Section 1.1 of the Draft EIS describes the stockpile requirements, existing tritium supplies, and the pro-
jected need date for a new tritium source. The U.S. Department of Energy is accountable to the Congress
for the expenditure of funds appropriated by the Congress for all of the Department’s activities, including
the tritium program. The amount of tritium that could be expected to be recovered from retired weapons
would not sustain the long-term need under current stockpile requirements. A safe, reliable, domestic sup-
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ply is required to maintain levels determined by national defense policies. DOE also considered the pur-
chase of tritium from other sources, including foreign nations as part of the process for the Tritium Supply
PEIS. Conceptually, the purchase of tritium from foreign governments could fulfill the tritium require-
ment. However, while there is no national policy against purchase of defense materials from foreign
sources, DOE has determined that the uncertainties associated with obtaining tritium from foreign sources
render that alternative unreasonable for an assured long-term supply.

Mr. Marvin Lewis (Comment P3-01)

I’ve got further comments on this idiotic DOE EIS-0270D, Environmental Impact Statement Accelerator
Production of Tritium at the Savannah River Plant. If you will notice in the NRC's documentation, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Office of Public Affairs, Washington, DC 20555, week ending Septem-
ber 19, 1997, Volume 17 Number 38, News Releases. And you can also get it over the Intemet
opa@nrc.gov or telephone 301/415-8200. This is release number 97-133 September 15, 1997. NRC
_ amends operating license of what part is to permit limited production of tritium for Department of Energy.
Yes, tritium is being produced in the United States. Yes, it is being produced at commercial sites. It is
being produced in any quantity you would care to produce it in since it arises from lithium. Now the idea
of then having to put billions of dollars into a hole in the ground for an accelerator becomes more and more
stupid even though I thought it couldn’t get any stupider. Thank you.

Response to Comment P3-01 (Mr. Marvin Lewis)

DOE is the sponsor of the commercial light water reactor tritium production research currently underway
at the Tennessee Valley Authority's Watts Bar reactor. The purpose of this research is to evaluate the de-
sign of a target assembly for use in a commercial light water reactor, and to test related NRC licensing re-
quirements. The Watts Bar experiment, which will produce about an ounce of tritium, is the only
extractable tritium production occurring in the United States.

On December 22, 1998, Secretary of Energy Bill Richardson announced that commercial light water reac-
tors (CLWR) will be the primary tritium supply technology. The Secretary designated the Watts Bar Unit
1 reactor near Spring City, Tennessee, and Sequoyah Unit 1 and 2 reactors near Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee
as the preferred commercial light water reactors for tritium production. These reactors are operated by the
Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA), an independent government agency. The Secretary designated the APT
as the "backup" technology for tritium supply. As a backup, DOE will continue with developmental ac-
tivities and preliminary design, but will not construct the accelerator. The selection of the CLWR reaffirms
the December 1995 Tritium Supply and Recycling PEIS ROD to construct and operate a new tritium ex-
traction capability at the SRS.
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Modifications to the Draft APT EIS

PART C. MODIFICATIONS TO CHAPTERS 1 THROUGH 7
OF THE DRAFT APT EIS

Because DOE received few comments on the
Draft APT EIS, it is not reprinting a revised
draft as the Final EIS, as is typically done.
Rather, DOE is finalizing the APT EIS by refer-
ence to the Draft EIS and is issuing this docu-
ment as a record of changes made.

Chapter modifications are in the order of the
Draft EIS. Each modification is preceded by a
text box that describes the change, explains why
the change was made, and references the appli-
cable location in the Draft EIS. Modifications to
text and tables that were in the Draft EIS are
indicated by bolded text. In cases where modi-
fications “replace” portions of the Draft EIS, the
changes are not bolded.

Chapter 1. Modifications —
Background and Purpose and Need
for Action

e 1-5, 2* column, 2™ through 4® hs
replace with:

DOE proposes to make one or more Record(s)
of Decision (ROD) to select technology alterna-
tives and a site for the APT. These decisions
would be based on the environmental analysis
contained in this EIS and other policy, technical,
cost, and schedule information.

DOE prepared a draft EIS on the construction of
a tritium extraction facility (TEF) (DOE 1998a).
The APT EIS presents the analysis of one of the
TEF alternatives, combining TEF into the APT
[see Part D, Section 4.5.2 of this document]. A
Record of Decision could be based on both these
EISs. Other policy, technical, cost, and schedule
information would also be used in this decision.

DOE has also issued a draft EIS (DOE/EIS-
0288D) which analyzes the impacts of using an
existing or partially built commercial light-water
reactor to produce tritium. DOE proposes to
make one or more Record(s) of Decision based
on that EIS. The upgrade and consolidation of
tritium facilities was evaluated in an environ-
mental assessment followed by a Finding of No
Significant Impact. The key milestones and
status of each of these documents is presented in
Figure 1-3.
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Figure 1-3. NEPA documentation for related DOE actions.

Page 1-6. 1* column, 1* through 2™ paragraphs
replace with:

Tritium Extraction. In May 1998, DOE issued
the Draft Environmental Impact Statement for
the Construction and Operation of a Tritium
Extraction Facility at the Savannah River Site
(DOE 1998a). In this draft, the Department pro-
poses to construct and operate a Tritium Extrac-
tion Facility (TEF) at H Area on the Savannah
River Site to provide the capability to extract
tritium from commercial-light water reactor tar-
gets and from targets of similar design.

An alternative is to construct and operate TEF at
the Allied General Nuclear Services facility,

which is adjacent to the eastem side of the SRS.
The No Action alternative for TEF would incor-
porate tritium extraction capabilities in the ac-
celerator for production of tritinm should the
APT be selected as the primary source of trit-
ium. The purpose of the proposed TEF action
and alternatives evaluated is to provide extrac-
tion capability to support either tritium produc-
tion technology (CLWR or APT).

Page 1-7, 1* column, after 2* paragraph, insert
the following:

Management of Certain Plutonium Residues
and Scrub Alloys. In November 1997, the De-

partment issued the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement on Management of Certain Residues
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/ and Scrub Alloy Stored at the Rocky Flats Envi- Page 1-7, 1% column, after 2™ paragraph, insert

ronmental Technology Site (DOE 1997c). The
Final was issued on August 28, 1998. In this
EIS, DOE proposes to process certain pluto-
nium-bearing materials being stored at the
Rocky Flats Environmental Technology Site
(Rocky Flats) near Golden, Colorado. These
materials are plutonium residues and scrub alloy
remaining from nuclear weapons manufacturing
operations formerly conducted by DOE at
Rocky Flats. In their present forms, these mate-
rials cannot be disposed of or otherwise disposi-
tioned because they contzin plutonium in
concentrations exceeding DOE safeguards ter-
mination requirements.

DOE has identified and assessed three technical
alternatives for processing these plutonium-
bearing materials: (1) No Action, (2) Processing
without Plutonium Separation, and (3) Process-
ing with Plutonium Separation. Under the Proc-
essing with Plutonium Separation Alternative,
DOE would remove most of the plutonium from
the plutonium-bearing materials in preparation
for disposal or other disposition. The Savannah
‘River Site is the preferred site for hosting this
activity. If separation is conducted at the Sa-
vannah River Site, it would be done utilizing a
chemical process in F and H Canyons. Any
plutonium resulting from separation processes
would be placed in safe and secure storage
pending disposition in accordance with decisions
to be reached after completion of the Surplus
Plutonium Disposition EIS (DOE 1998b). The
remaining material would be prepared for dis-
posal.

the following:

Surplus Plutonium Disposition Draft Envi-

ronmental Impact Statement. In July 1997,
the Department issued the Surplus Plutonium

Disposition Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment (DOE 1998b). DOE’s disposition strategy
allows for the immobilization of surplus pluto-
nium and/or its use as mixed oxide (MOX) fuel
in existing domestic commercial reactors, and
involves eventual disposal in a geologic reposi-
tory. The EIS analyzes alternatives that would
immobilize some of the surplus plutonium and
use some as MOX fuel; alternatives that would
immobilize all of the surplus plutonium; and a
No Action Alternative. The design of three dis-
position facilities are include in the alternatives
(pit disassembly & conversion, MOX facility,
and immobilization).

Chapter 2. Modifications —
Proposed Action and Alternatives

Page 2-2, 1* column, 3" through 4 paragraphs,
replace with:

No Action Alternative. In compliance with the
regulations of the Council on Environmental
Quality (CEQ) for implementing NEPA (40
CFR Part 1500-1508), this EIS also assesses a
No Action altemative. The interpretation of
no action varies, depending upon circum-
stances. Typically, no action means that the
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proposed activity would not be initiated. No
action may also be defined in terms of no
change in a current agency program. Be-
cause DOE has the responsibility to provide
trittum for the nation’s nuclear weapons
stockpile and no longer operates nuclear ma-
terial production facilities, DOE has com-
pleted a programmatic analysis on how to
meet its responsibilities.

In October 1995, DOE issued the Final Pro-
grammatic Environmental Impact Statement
for Tritium Supply and Recycling. This was
followed on December 12, 1995, by a Record
of Decision (ROD) which selected a dual-
track path for tritium production. In this
dual-track decision, the Department decided
to pursue two tritium production technolo-
gies: Accelerator Production of Tritium and
the supply of tritium using a commercial
light-water reactor. The ROD further stipu-
lated that one alternative would be selected as
the primary source of tritium and that the
other alternative, if feasible, would be devel-
oped as a back-up tritium source. Based on
that ROD, if tritium is not produced in the
APT, it will be produced in the commercial
light-water reactor. Accordingly, for pur-
poses of this EIS analysis, the No Action al-
ternative for the Accelerator Production of
Tritium at the Savannah River Site entails
the production of tritium in the commercial
light-water reactor. A summary of the envi-
ronmental impacts associated with the pro-
duction of tritium in the commercial light-
water reactor is presented starting on
page C-39 of this EIS.

Under the APT No Action alternative it is
likely the Department would proceed with the
construction and operation of a Tritium Ex-
traction Facility (TEF) at the Savannah River
Site for which a Draft EIS has already been
issued (DOE 1998a). In that document, the
Department has identified the APT with trit-
ium extraction capabilities as the No Action
alternative for the TEF.

SRS recycling and loading activities related to
tritium would continue. In addition, other ac-
tions determined in the ROD for the Tritium
Supply PEIS - the modemization and consoli-

dation of existing SRS tritium facilities — would
proceed as planned.

Page 2-15, 1* column, 1* and 2™ paragraphs,
replaced with the following:

DOE assumed the APT complex would require
approximately 250 acres of land with a footprint
6,560 feet long by 1,640 wide. The area re-
quirements would not vary much with any com-
bination of the technology or design options
described in this chapter.

With the land requirements established, the next
phase of the screening process was to develop
exclusionary criteria (disqualifying conditions).
Examples of these criteria include avoiding ad-
verse impacts to threatened and endangered spe-
cies, avoiding impacts to wetlands and sensitive
ecosystems, and proximity to seismic faults.
Wike et al. (1996) contains a complete listing of
these exclusionary criteria. Seven potential sites
(numbered 1-7) were initially identified. Two
sites (numbered 5 and 7) were subsequently
eliminated due to the presence of disqualifying
conditions (proximity to seismic faults). One
site (number 8) was added based on a request to
examine a site in the vicinity of the industrial-
ized A- and M-Areas. Although not explicitly
used as exclusionary criteria, existing industri-
ally developed areas were examined and dis-
missed as feasible sites because the APT, due to
its space requirements, would conflict with
(1) the presence of existing structures, (2) the
presence of non-operating structures that would
require extensive decontamination and decom-
missioning (D&D) prior to site preparation, or
(3) the presence of active environmental activi-
ties.

C4
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Modifications to the Draft APT EIS

25 APT ﬁ&sign Variations
Page 2-21. 2™ column through page 2-25. 2™

column, 3"~mgggh is replaced with the fol-
lowing:

Three design variations that could enhance the
Department's flexibility to supply the nation's
future tritium needs have been evaluated. The
first would retain the inherent operational and
equipment characteristics of the baseline, but
allow construction to proceed in stages (modular
APT) (Section 4.5.1 of the Draft APT EIS). The
second design variation would incorporate the
functions of the Tritium Extraction Facility
within the APT facility. The third design varia-
tion would still route cooling water blowdown to
Pond C, but bypass precooler Ponds 2 and 5.
These design variations along with their corre-
sponding impacts on the environment are de-
scribed in detail in the added Section4.5 of
Chapter 4 of the Draft APT EIS.

Page 2-26. 1* colu ) by h_through
page 2-39 is replaced with the following:

This section presents a comparison of the envi-
ronmental impacts associated with the No Ac-
tion alternative (Table 2-3); construction and
operation of the bascline APT as a function of
the differences with the preferred altemative
(Table 2-4); and three design variations (Ta-
ble 2-5): the modular APT design, combining
tritium extraction, and discharge of cooling
water to Pond C.

For each technical discipline, the impacts of the
Preferred altemative are discussed. The Pre-
ferred altemative is composed of the following:

¢ Klystron radiofrequency tubes

e Superconducting operation of accelerator
structures

e Helium-3 feedstock material
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OR Walls BarNuclear o Sequoyah Nuclear Plant

S

TEF Prefened altemauve AND Bellefonte Nuclear Plant

9

: 7 o L . pacts
About 250 acres of land would Construct facility in already Actlvmes would largely consist | No modifications or Same as Watts Bar
be graded and leveled. industrialized H-Area, of internal modifications to construction activities required. | Spent fuel storage facilities
Additional roads, bridge No geologically significant existing structures. Spent fuel storage facilities same as Bellefonte and Watts
upgrades, rail lines and utility | formations or soils occur. Spent fuel storage facilities same as Bellefonte and Bar.
upgrades would be required. Dewatering would be necessary | would require about 5 acres of | Sequoyah. Construction jobs for the spent
No geologically significant and could result in short-term land and about 50 construction | Construction jobs for the spent | slorage facility: 50
formations or soils occur. increases in solids to receiving | workers. storage facility: 50 Construction waste: None
Dewatering would be necessary § water bodies. No surface Construction waste: Small Coustruction waste: None ‘
and could result in short-tenmn faulting on site. amounts of hazardous and
increases in solids to receiving I Air emission from fugitive dust, | nonhazardous wastes generated;
water bodies. No surface exhaust emissions, and batch no change from EPA
faulting on site. plants would be negligible. designation as small Quantity
Air emission from fugitive dust, [ Increases in the work force for | Generator.
exhaust emissions, and batch TEF construction would not Direct and indirect construction
plants would be negligible. result in a boom situation. Peak | jobs peak at 9,000 for
Small construction landfill employment would be about Bellefonte 1 or Bellefonte 1 and
required. Most waste generated [ 740 jobs. 2, reducing the unemployment
would be solid waste and rate to about 3 percent from the
sanitary waste. current 7.9 percent.
Increases in the work force for
APT construction would not
result in a boom situation. Peak
employment would be about
Nonradiological emissions Negligible impacts from Nonradiological emissions Nonradnologlcal emissions Nonradiological emissions
would be well within the nonradioactive airborne would be well within the would be well within the would be well within the
applicable regulatory standards. ] effluent. applicable regulatory standards. | applicable regulatory standards. | applicable regulatory standards.
Operations would result in Operations would result in Operations would result in Operations would result in
small amounts of salt deposition small amounts of salt deposition | simall amounts of salt deposition | small amounts of salt deposition
and plunes from cooling-tower and plumes from cooling-tower | and plumes from cooling-tower | and plumes from cooling-tower
operations. operations. operations. operations.
Plumes would be visible off-site Plunes would be visible off-site | Plumes would be visible off-site | Plumes would be visible off-site
under certain meteorological under certain meteorological under certain meteorological under cestain meteorological
conditions. conditions. conditions. conditions.

a. N{( n includes TEF impacts at SRS and one or more reactor impacts ( Jom SRS.
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Table 2-3. (Continued).

APT Prefened alternative

Neghglble impacts from
radioactive airborne effluents.
Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs)

Land converted to industrial
use.

Electricity use: 3.1 terawatt-

Would generate solid and liquid
wastes, but no high-level or
transuranic waste; waste
volumes would have negligible
impact on capacities of waste
facilities.

Generation of electricity will
generate various types of waste
including fly ash, bottom ash,
and scrubber sludge.

Annual Vajues

Sanitary solid: 1,800 metric
tons

Industrial: 3,300 metric tons
Radioactive wastewater:
140,000 gallons

Low-level radioactive waste:
1,400 cubic meters

High concentration waste under
evaluation: 12 cubic meters
Sanitary wastewater:

3.2 million gallons
Nonradioactive process
wastewater: 920 million
gallons

Negligible impacts from
radioactive airborne effluents.
Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs)

Land converted to industrial
use,

Electricity use; 0.021 terrawatt
hrs/year

Would generate solid and liquid
wastes, but no high-level or
transuranic waste; waste
volumes would have negligible
impact on capacities of waste
facilities.

Annual Values

Sanitary solid: 230 cubic
meters

Industrial: 33 cubic meters
Low-level radioactive waste;
230 cubic meters
Hazardous/mixed waste:

3.3 cubic meters

Sanitary wastewater: 770,000
gallons

Nonradioactive process
wastewater: 11,000 gallons

Neghgible impacts from

No Iand impacts.

radioactive airborne effluents.
Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs)

Electricity generation:
approximately 1,300 MWe per
Bellefonte reactor.

Would generate solid and liquid

wastes; waste volumes would

have negligible impact on

capacities of waste facilities.
ual Valu

Low-level radioactive waste:

40 cubic meters

Mixed waste: <] cubic meter

Hazardous waste: 1.0 cubic

meters

Nonhazardous waste: 850,000

cubic meters

141 spent fuel assemblies per

18 month cycle

a. No Action includes TEF impacts at SRS and orié of more feactor iinpacts away frori SRS.

Neghgnble nmpacts fmm
radioactive airborne effluents,
Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs)

No land use 1mpacts

Electricity generation:
approximately 1,300 MWe

Would generate sohd and liquid

wastes; waste volumes would
have negligible impact on
capacities of waste facilities.
Annual Values

Low-level radioactive waste:
0.43 cubic meter

No additional spent fuel if less
than 2,000 TPBARs irradiated
per 18 month cycle.

Up to 60 additional spent fuel
assemblies for 3,400 TPBARs
per 18 month cycle.

Negllgible lmpacts from
radioactive airborne effluents.
Latent Caneer Fatalities (LCFs)

No land use m\pacts
Electricity generation:
approximately 1,300 MWe per

Would generate sohd and liquid
wastes; waste volumes would
have negligible impact on
capacities of waste facilities.
Annual Values

Low-level radioactive waste:
0.43 cubic meter

No additional spent fuel if less
than 2,000 TPBARs irradiated
per 18 month cycle.

Up to 60 additional spent fuel
assemblies for 3,400 TPBARs
per 18 month cycle.
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_ Table 2-3. Contmued

Public would receive radiation
exposure from APT emissions
and transportation of radioactive
material, workers would receive
radiation exposure from facility
operations and transportation of
radioactive material and from
clectromagnetic fields.
Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0016

."A“/ /1/

‘,.-'-71" %f 5:,;’/
Public would receive radiation

exposures from gaseous
effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers:
0.00039

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0033

"OR  Walts Bar Nuclear Plant

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0032

, /. . }
, o

"OR Sequoyah Nuclear Plant

] Gt
Pubhc would receive radmtlon Pubhc would receive radmuon Pubhc would receive radiation
exposures from gaseous and exposures from gaseous and exposures from gaseous and
liquid effluents. liquid effiuents. liquid effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0053

Blowdown rates (about 2,000
gpm) would cause negligible
impact on surface water levels.
Using Par Pond and pre-cooler
ponds as discharge point for
cooling water, temperatures
would not exceed 90°F.

Contaminated sediments would
be resuspended in addition to
radiological releases from APT.
Estimated fatal cancers:
0.00021

Operational work force about
500. No regional impacts.

Negligible dunng operations
period. During construction
could expect about two fatalities
to the public and workers due to
increased traffic levels.

Sanitary and industrial
wastewater streams would be
routed to existing SRS
treatment facilities prior to
release. Released water would
be negligible compared to
existing SRS releases.

Operational work force about
108. No regional impacts.

Vehicle emissions and less than
one fatality per year. Routine
and accidental doses.

Less than l percem of river
flow. Water quality within
regulatory limits.

Public would receive radiation
exposures from liquid effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0019

Operauonal \vork force
Operational work force about
800 for Bellefonte 1; about
1,000 for Bellefonte 1 and 2.
Minor regional impacts.

Vehnclc emissions and less than
one fatality per year. Routine
and accidental doses.

No change from exlsung
operations.

Public would receive radiation
exposures from liquid effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0018

Operwonal work force: 10
additional workers.

Same as for Bellefonte and '
Sequoyah.

Public would receive radiation
exposures from liquid effluents.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.0038

Operational work force: 10
additional workers.

Sm:ne as i‘or Eeiiefoniie and
Watts Bar.

a. N

jn includes TEF impacts at SRS and one or more reactor impacts( jom SRS.
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Table 2-4, Co: ison of impacts among APT alternatives.
e e s e
Pl Tinaine Iponeatenniee alteite | et GOl e atholomadvey | STERNGG | ephiitcenat
Described in text Inductive output |Room Lithium-6 Once-through |Mechanical- Ke-Area Alternate site | Constrncet new
tube temperature using river draft nsing cooling tower plant
water as groumdvwater as {using river
makenp makeup vater as
maker

3%

generation exist.

S

Water levels in

No change No change No change No change Removal of No change No change Impacts would
. . estimated from  |estimated from  estimated from [estimated from 6,000 gpmona |estimated from |estimated from |depend upon the
No dewatering required for | poerreq Preferred Preferred Preferred sustained basis |Preferred  [Prefered  |specific location of
operations. alternative alternative alternative alternative could impact  {alternative altemative a new facility

Negli No change No change No change Discharges No change
. . |estimated from  [estimated from |estimated from [estimated from |estimated from |wonld be estimated from )depend upon the
Dewatering of construction | p, o forreq Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred similar to the |Preferred |specific location of
site could result in short - 1.3 .1;,tive alternative alternative alternative alternative Preferred altemnative a new facility
term increases in solids to alternative,
the receiving water bodies. atthough they
’ would go to
Pen Branch
via Indian
Grave Branch.

:-mm«.-.’-ﬁi-."%:’ﬁ’d&:&

m

: i L 4% 5

Negligible impacts. No change No change No change No change No change No change Water table is | Impacts would

Some 250 fland estimated from  |estimated from  |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |deeper and depend upon the
ome 2.9 acres o Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred would require | specific location of |-

would be graded or alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative less a new facility.

leveled dewntering; no | Could require

No geologically significant other changes |about 110 acres for

formations or soils occur. w;:: from natumt! gas olr 290

Dewatering necessary. No acres for coal,

surface fanlting on site. alternative.

Sites for electricity

0LT0-SI97904d
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Table 2-4. Contmued)

Blowdown rates (about
2,000 gpm) would cause
negligible impact on
surface water levels.
Using Par Pond and pre-
cooler ponds as discharge
point for cooling water,
temperatures would not
exceed 90°F.
Contaminated sediments
could be resuspended in
addition to radiological
releases from APT
resulting in offsite
population radiation
exposure.

Would reqmre 7%
less cooling water
than Preferred due
to lower waste
heat generation;
no other changes
estimated from
Preferred
altemative

Au' emmom (fugxuve

Would require
33% more
cooling water
than Preferred; no
other changes
from Preferred
alternative

Blowdown rates
(about 125,000
gpm) would
result in higher
temperatures to
water bodies
(about 100° F).
A slight increase
in “pre-cooler”
pond water
levels would
occur. No other
changes
estimated from

- _
Vet inter i eatErsrsten Aty
Described ln tcxt Inductive output Room Lithlum-6 Once-lhrough Mechanical- |K-Area Alternate slte Construct Hew
tube temperature using river drait using cooling tower plant

water as groundwater as |using river

makeup makeup water as
makeup
the upper
reaches of the
stream sysiem
would be
raised.

No change No change No change No change No change No change Emission types
dust and exhaust estimated from  |estimated from  |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from {would be similar to
emissions) would be Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred the Preferred
negligible, well below the |alternative altemative alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative,
applicable regulatory although
standards. Impacts from concentrations
electricity purchases, - would vary and be

C

C
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Described in text Indnctive output |Room thhlum-G Once-through | Mechanical- K-Area Alternate site Construct new
tube temperature nsing river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as |using river
makeup makeup ater as
makenup

would be dispersed. localized.
Nonradiological emissions |No change No change No change No change No change No change No change Nonradiological
would be well within the |estimated from  [estimated from  |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |emissions would be
applicable regulatory Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred well within
standards. Operations alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative applicable
would result in small regulatory
amounts of salt deposition standards.
and plumes from cooling-

tower operations.

No impacts; no radioactive |

materials stored during
construction.

Neghglble unpacts from
radioactive airborne
effluents

Latent Cancer Fatalities
(LCFs) expected: 0.0008

Convemon of 250 acres of
forested land to industrial
use. Additional roads,
bridge upgrades, rail lines
and utility upgrades would

No change

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

A

it ’QMM@}@ i

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change No change
estimated from  |estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative

No change Slightly
estimated from  |increased doses
Preferred from airborne
altemnative emissions
LCFs expected:
0.00036

e

No change B

estimated from | estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative

] ﬁo chané-eﬁ §

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

alternative

Impacts would

specific location of
a new facility.
However, the dose
from radioactive

. | effluents would be
negligible,

depend upon the

specific location of

a new facility.
Could require

conversion of up to

0LT0-SI8/90d
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Mechauleal- Alternate site | Construct new
tube temperature using river draft uslng cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as |using river
makeup makeup water as
makeup

Electricity use:

required. Most waste
generated would be solid
wasle and sanitary solid
and liquid waste. Waste
disposed at SRS.

(Annual Values)
Sanitary solid: 560 cubic
meters

Construction debris:
30,000 cubic meters

Industrial wastewater:
3.6 million gallons

waste generated
due to smaller
construction
workforce
required.

9 less s lt '

® R AR 3 R 658 O
e o mpacts feam O e

Would generate solid and |{No change 37% more 8% more low- |2,000% greater |No change No change No change Impacts would
liquid wastes, but no high- |estimated from  [nonradioactive  |level and 25% |flow of estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |depend upon the
level or transuranic waste; |Preferred process more high nonradioactive |Preferred Preferred Preferred type of power plant
waste volumes would have wastewater concentration  |process selected. However,

C
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Table 2-4. (Continued).

Described in text

Lithiom-6

e

e

Industrial: 3,800 metric
tons

Radioactive wastewater:
140,000 gallons

High concentration Iow-
level radioactive waste
under evaluation:

2.5 cubic meters

High concentration waste
under evaluation:
12 cubic meters

Sanitary wastewater: 3.3
million gallons

Low-level radioactive
waste: 1,400 cubic meters

Nonradioactive process
wastewater: 920 million
gallons

Inductive output Once-through [ Mech Alternate site | Construct new
tube temperature using river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as |using river
makeup makeup water as
. makeun
negligible impact on alternative required, mixed waste wastewater altemative alternative alternative waste rates for new
capacities of waste generated than  |required. power plant would
facilities. Preferred not be very
alternative. different than for
Generation of electricity the Preferred
will generate various types alternative.
of waste including fly ash,
bottom ash, and scrubber
shudge.
(Annual Values)
Sanitary solid: 1,800
metric tons

£
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Table 2-4.

098

2

Described in text

e

Negligible, facilities far
from SRS boundaries and
not visible to offsite
traffic; facilities would
look like other industrial
areas at SRS.

towers would be visible
under certain
meteorological conditions.

-

Noise primarily from
construction equipment at
APT site. Not audible at

SRS boundaries; however,

encounter noise levels that
would require
administrative controls or
protective equipment.

T AT

Noise from APT
equipment operation and
traffic; mechanical-draft
cooling towers largest
single source, not audible
at SRS boundary.

construction workers could

nE-aleind

tube

‘Inductlve output’ [

alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

using river
water as
makeup

No chang
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

[Negligi

would not
generate visible
plunes.

No change
estimated from
Prefesred
alternative

occasionally
audible to river

7$LEN
anjcal-
draft using
groundwater as
makeup

cooling tower
usiug river
water as

tower noise at
APT site,
Pump and
cooling tower
noise at K-area.

Alternate slte

S /-:-ﬁfﬁff; /&53’"3
A '

plant

depend upon the

a new facility.

depend upon the
specific location of
a new facility.

Noise would be
similar to Preferred
alternative, but
specific impacts
would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

Noise would be
similar to Preferred
alternative, but
specific impacts
would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

SIF LdV ¥v4d 341 01 suoyvoyfipoyy

£}

6661 Yoy

0LT0-S13/30d




s1-0

C

Table 2-4. (Continued).

oot : 8 &5 ZHeas < $1L3 28 ARt 55 3 53 L 2
Described in text Inductive output |Room Lithium-6 Once-through |Mechanical- |K-Area Alternate site
tube temperature using river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as |using river
makeup makeup water as
makeupn
— e s
e v ..4{4...‘{ e AR . i A PRI A g R
Concentrations of No change Occupational No change No change No change No change Traffic Impacts would be -
nonradiological estimated from  |injuries 6% less |estimated from  |estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |fatalities 20% |similar to Preferred
constituents would be less |Preferred than Preferred | Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Jess than alternative, but
than applicable limits for |alternative alternative alternative alternative alternative altemnative Preferred specific impacts
workers and public. alternative would depend upon
Traffic-related accidents . |the location of a
resulting in about 2 No cha!!ges lm new facility.
fatalities to the public and mnma
workers due to increased .
Tocal traffic would be etimated from
reduced with finish of .
construction. alternative
Occupational injuries to
workers would be due to
industrial activities and
would have the following
impacts for the
construction period:
Number requiring First
Aid: 1,100
Number requiring medical
attention: 280
Number resulting in lost
work time: 93
Public would receive No change No change No change Slightl No change No change Slightly No change
source radiation exposure |estimated from  |estimated from  |estimated from |increased doses |estimated from |estimated from |increased doses |estimated from
from APT emissions and | Preferred Preferred Preferred from Preferred Preferred dueto Preferred
transportation of alternative alternative alternative resuspension of |altemative alternative decreased altemnative,

0L20-ST9/20d
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Tabl 2-4, Connucd

N &

%

for accidents with
frequeacy of less than ouce
in operating lifetime of
facility.

Would result in the loss of
up to 250 acres of forested
land; no marked reduction

in plant/animal abundance
or diversity.

estimated from estimated from
Preferred Preferred
altemative alternative

No change No change
estimated from | estimated from
Preferred Preferred
altemative altemative

A geal 2 B} 3 3 1 £14 ! L knatl! 1%
cribed in text Inductive output |Room Ounuce-through | Mechanical- K-Area Alteruate site |Construct new
tube temperature using river draft using cooling tower plant
water as groundwater as jusing river
makeup makeup water as
makeup

radioactive material; contaminated distance to Impacts would be
workers would receive material public local vs. dispersed
radiation exposure from for electricity
facility operations and g‘:g: ’I;C Fs g‘:;:;'c Fs generation,
transportation of : ‘
radioactive material and
from electromagnetic
fields.
Total LCFs to population
(air, water, and transport)

estimated from

alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
eslimated from
Preferred
alternative; specific
impacts would
depend upon the
Iocation of a new
facility,
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Table 2-4. (Continued
s

121k
Described in text

Negligible impacts,
Mechanical-draft cooling
towers would result in salt
deposition on vegetation;
however, maximum rates
(60 1b/acres/yr) are below
threshold levels

(180 Ib/acres/yr).

Would result in minor
impacts to wetlands.
Temperature of the
blowdown would be
marginally higher than the
ambient maximum
temperature. During
cooler months the warmth
could have a positive
impact by lengthening the
growing season for some
aquatic vegetation.

No nnpa pro_;ected .
from construction
activities.

No change

tube

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

T

No change
estimated from | estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative

No change No change
estimated from  {estimated from
Preferred Preferred
altemative alternative

2

No change No change
estimated from  |estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative

. Once-through

using river
water as
makeup

No salt
deposition,
otherwise no
change estimated
from Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Would raise
water level in
Ponds 2 and 5 by
1.5 feet, possibly
affecting
wetland plant
communities.

IR A’I‘

Mechanical-
draft using
groundwater as
makeup

' No change -

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred

alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
altemative

No change

estimated from |estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative

No change No change
estimated from |estimated from
Preferred Preferred
alternative alternative

K-Area Alternate site Construct new
cooling tower plant
using river
Trater as
makeun ]

i ;%”; SR
No change No change Specific impacts
estimated from |estimated from |would depend upon
Preferred Preferred the location of a
alternative alternative new facility.

Specnﬁc unpacts
would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

Specific impacts
would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.

04
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Ruas and tributaries would
be minor due to use of soil
and erosion control
measures,

Impingement (132 fish)
and entrainment (173,000
fish eggs and 326,000
larvae anaually) would not
substantially affect
Savannah River fisheries.
Solids in blowdown would
have no impacts on aquatic
ecology. Discharge
temperatures would have
only small localized effects
on aquatic communities.

Negligible, no threatened
or endangered species at
preferred site.

glaldad R i1 2 ¥
Inductive output {Room
tube temperature

altemative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Once-through
usiug river
water as
makeup

Mechanlcal-
draft using
groundwater as
makeup

No change
estimated from
Preferred
altemative

cooling tower

water as

via Indian
Grave Branch,
otherwise no
change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative.

Construct new

plaut

would depend upon
the location of a
new facility.
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able . Contmued

Descrlbed in text

Negligible impacts to
threatened and endangered
species.

Increases in the work force
for APT construction
would not result in large
regional impacts. Nominal
impacts would be positive.

Peak employment is about
1,400 Jobs

about 500. Work force
would not result in large
regional impacts. Nominal
impacts would be positive.

»

Operatlonal work force -

"»w' 5 .-.-s(e»

.

tube

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

O A

- Nange

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

would be lower
with about 100
fewer jobs

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

thhlum-6

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change T TN

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

‘ Once-through .

using river
water as
makeup

. Fish knlls mpre— No

cooler ponds
could be

beneficial to
bald eagles.
Heated
discharges could
force alligators
to leave pre-
cooler ponds in
late summer.

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

}
FodobiideBebatalobial

Mechanlcal-
draft using
groundwater as
makeup

alternative

Preferred
alternative

No change

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

o change

cooling tower
using river
water as

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

No change

estimated from
Preferred
alternative

Alternate site

species at
alternate site.

alternative

No change
estimated from
Preferred
alternative

.

Construct new” ‘
plant

specific location.

would be about
1,100 additional
jobs. Impacts
would vary by
location.

f“‘é‘f,»e

Additional
operational
workforce about
200. Impacts

would vary by
location.

No advexse impacts on. No change No change No change No change Siﬂc cts
minority or low-income  |estimated from  |estimated from  |estimated from estimated from |estimated from |estimated from |would depend upon
Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred Preferred the location of a
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Table 2-5. Comparison of impacts among design variations.2

Preferred alternative Modular APT Modular APT Cooling Water bypass
(Baselme APT) (3 kg/year) (1030 MeV) APT ITEF Combmatlon Ponds 2 and S

Blowdown rates (about 2,000 gpm) would No change estimated from  Blowdown rates would be  No change estimated from  No impact to Ponds 2 and 5.

cause negligible impact on surface water levels. Baseline APT. 10 percent lower than the ~ Baseline APT.
Using Par Pond and the pre-cooler ponds as Baseline APT.

discharge point for cooling water, temperatures Radiological releases would

would not exceed 90°F. Contaminated be the same as the Baseline

sediments would be resuspended in addition to APT.

radiological releases from APT resulting in
offsite population radiation exposure.

Estimated fatal cancers: 0.00021

s
s

Nonradiological ein;sslons would be well No change estimated from delologleal releases No change wt:muted from ) 'No chunge estlmated from

within the applicable regulatory standards. Baseline APT. would be 10 percent lower Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
Operations would result in small amounts of than the Baseline APT.
salt deposition and plumes from cooling-tower

i .-:’f.’i,-:'?

i 5 L
Neghglble 1mpacts from radloactwe airbome No change esumated from No change estimated from Increased doses from No change estimated from
effluents, Baseline APT. Baseline APT. airborne emissions. Baseline APT.

Latent Cancer Fatalities (LCFs) expected: LCFs expected: 0.0009

0.0008

No land use changes be&ond construction. No change estimated from  Electricity use would be 32 No change esumated from No change estimated from
Electricity use: 3.1 terawatt- Baseline APT. m;:kog .than the Baseline APT. Baseline APT,

Electricity use:

2.0 terawatt-hrs/ year

Table 2-5 only summarizes the potential construction and operational impacts for those factors that could be different from what is described for the baseline accelerator.
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Table 2-5. (Continued).

Preferred aliemative ~ Modular APT Modular APT Cooling Water bypass
(Bascline APT) (3 kg/year) (1030 Mev) APT/TEF Combination Ponds 2 and §
2 -‘: i 7% 7 .;ﬂ-/l:‘fd{;f:ﬁ //

£ i ___{;". % /n:-'fﬁ T it ? Cons Hie *{ SHANSEE P eHIAne i 'fﬂ. gz S
% e "9’ "ﬁ. f/'%// ,"'gm- ﬁf% i ' /-"’:‘? " &’ /.?/ /5?‘9/{" Z?MI’ ’”«i‘!ﬁéffﬁ{...:ﬁ}"’ % Ki%fégf ﬁ”%f%W
Somc landﬁll construchon reqmred. Most No change esumaled from Conslruction wastes would No change estimated frin  No change estimated froin

waste generated would be solid waste and Baseline APT. be 10 percent lower than  Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
sanitary solid and liquid waste. Waste the Baseline APT.

disposed at SRS.

Annual Values

Sanitary solid: 560 cubic meters
Construction debris: 30,000 cubic meters
Industrial wastewater: 3.6 million gallons

Would generate sohd and qmd wasles,but no No change estum\led from Opemnons wnsle

high-level or transuranic waste; waste volumes Baseline APT. 10 percent lower than the  slightly higher than
would have negligible impact on capacities of Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
waste facilities. . .

. Annual Values Differences from Baseline
Generation of electricity will generate various o APT
types of waste including fly ash, bottom ash, Radioactive wastewater:
and scrubber sludge. 130,000 gallons Annual Values
Angual Values Low-level radioactive Radioactive wastewater:
Sanitary solid: 1,800 metric tons waste: 1,300 cubjc meters 150,000 gallons
Industrial: 3,800 metric tons Sanitary wasiewater: Low-level radioactive
Radioactive wastewater: 140,000 gallons 3 million gallons waste: 1,700 cubic melers
Low-level radioactive waste: 1,400 cubic Nonradioactive process
meters wastewater: 830 million

gallons

High concentration low-level radioactive waste
under evaluation: 2.5 cubic meters

High concentration mixed waste under
evaluation: 12 cubic meters
Sanitary wastewater: 3.3 million gallons

Nonradioactive process waslewater:
920 million gallons

a. ’I‘abl( 1ly summnarizes the potential construction and operational impacts for th( 7rs that could be different from what is described for the baseline accelerator. (
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Table 2-5. (Continued).

Preferred alternative Modular APT Modular APT Cooling Water bypass
(Baseline APT) 3 kglyear) (1030 MeV) APT/TEF Combmahon ‘ Ponds 2and5

Coneentmnons of nomadxologncal eonsutuents No change est:mated from Constmcnon health lmpacts No change estlmated from No change esumated from
would be less than applicable limits for Baseline APT. would be 10 percent lower Baseline APT. Baseline APT.

workers and public. Traffic -related accidents than the Baseline APT.

resulting in about 2 fatalities to the public and

workers due to increased local traffic would be

reduced with finish of construction.

Occupational injuries to workers would be due

to industrial activities and would have the

following impacts for the construction period:

Number requiring First Aid: 1,100
Number requiring medical attention: 280
Number resulting in lost work time: 93

Publlc'wo.uld reeewe rad:ahon exposure from No change esnmated from No change.esumated from ' 'Rndtanon exposunes ;o the hlo ehange estnnated.'fmnx ]

APT emissions and trensportation of Baseline APT. Baseline APT. public would be 10 percent Baseline APT.
radioactive material. Workers would receive higher due to higher air

radiation exposure from facility operations, emissions as compared to

transportation of radioactive material, and from the Baseline APT.

electromagnetic fields. Total LCFs to population

Total LCFs to population (air, water, and (air, water, and transport):

transport): 0.0016 0.0017

Would result in mmor unpacts to wetlands No change estimated from  No change estimated from No change esumated from No heated blowdown to
Temperature of the blowdown would be Baseline APT. Baseline APT. Baseline APT. Ponds 2 or 5. Minor impact
marginally higher than the ambient maximum for heated water only in
temperature, During cooler months the warmth Pond C,

could have a positive impact by lengthening the
growing season for some aquatic vegetation.

Table 2-5 only summarizes the potential construction and operational impacts for those factors that could be different from what is described for the baseline accelerator.
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Table 2-5. (Continued).

Preferred altemnative Modular APT Modular APT Cooling Water bypass
(3 kg/year) (1030 MeV) APT/TEF Combination Ponds 2 and 5

RS ﬂ/f e /,’. R B B R ?7‘" .:2;‘.:. “ RO { (Lo ‘% a;yv / 2 55 “: '
... ...
Increases in the work force for Al’l‘ No change esumated from Peak employmcm wouldbe No change estnmated from No change estimated from
construction would not result in a8 boom Baseline APT. 10 percent lower than the  Baseline APT. Baseline APT.
situation. Baseline APT.

Peak employment is about 1,400 jobs.

a. T:( only summarizes the potential construction and operational impacts for ( stors that could be different from what is described for the baseline accelerator. (
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e  Mechanical-draft cooling towers with river
water makeup

e Electricity from existing capacity and mar-
ket transactions

o  Use of the preferred APT site

Differences in impacts that could occur if differ-
ent alternatives or design variations (sec Ta-
ble 2-5) were implemented are also presented.
Table 2-5 only summarizes the potential con-
struction and operational impacts for those
factors that could be different from what is
described for the baseline accelerator.

Based on current design information, the poten-
tial environmental impacts of the three design
variations (the stage one modular APT design,
combining tritium extraction, and discharge to
Pond C) are generally bounded by the baseline
APT.

DOE considers the expected impacts on the
biological, human, and socioeconomic environ-
ment of construction and operation of an accel-
erator for production of tritium at the SRS to be
minor and consistent with what might be ex-
pected for any industrial facility. Construction
and operation of the Preferred alternative would
result in the loss of about 250 acres of mixed
pine/hardwood upland forest. Waste would be
generated during both the construction and op-
eration phases but in quantities that would have
negligible impacts on SRS waste management
facilities. No high-level waste or transuranic
waste would be generated during construction or
operation.

Some small impacts from discharge of cooling
water to SRS streams and from nonradiological
emissions to air and water would occur. Radio-
logical releases during normal operation of the
facility are expected to result in small latent can-
cer fatalities in workers or the public. Because
no high or adverse impacts are expected, no dis-
proportionately high or adverse impacts on mi-
nority or low-income communities are expected.

Implementation of certain of the technology al-
ternatives could result in impacts different from
those resulting from construction and operation

of the Preferred alternative. Most notable would
be the impacts from implementation of cooling
water system alternatives and electric power
supply alternatives.  Once-Through Cooling
Using River Water would result in withdrawal
from the Savannah River of about 125,000 gal-
lons per minute of river water and discharge of
hot water to the Par Pond system during opera-
tion. Thermal impacts would be restricted to the
upper portions of the Par Pond system and
would not affect Par Pond discharges to Lower
Three Runs. There would be a small increase in
Lower Three Runs flows, however. Bypassing
precooler ponds 2 and S and discharging di-
rectly to Pond C via a discharge canal would
eliminate the potential impacts to the pre-
cooler ponds. The implementation of the Me-
chanical-Draft  Cooling  Towers  with
Groundwater Makeup alternative would result in
the withdrawal of 6,000 gallons per minute of
groundwater. Total groundwater withdrawal at
SRS could therefore exceed the estimated
groundwater production capacity of the aquifer.
This could affect groundwater flow to site
streams.

The Preferred alternative includes buying elec-
tricity from the commercial grid to support APT
operation. In the case of commercial electricity
purchases, the environmental impacts attributed
to the APT load would be decentralized. In the
case of the construction of a new electricity gen-
erating plant to support the APT, the environ-
mental impacts would be localized at the site
selected for the plant. Construction and opera-
tion of such a facility could require about 290
acres for a coal-fired plant and about 110 acres
for a gas-fired plant.

Under the No Action alternative, the Depart-
ment would obtain required trittum from the
irradiation of rods in a commercial light-
water reactor. The potential impacts of util-
izing a commercial light-water reactor are
presented in the No Action impacts discussed
under the Chapter 4 modifications to the
Draft APT EIS and summarized in Table 2-3.

With the selection of the CLWR as DOE’s
primary source for tritium, a tritium extrac-
tion facility will also be constructed at SRS.
The potential environmental impacts are

C-25



Modifications to the Draft APT EIS

DOE/EIS-0270
Final, March 1999

summarized in this document and discussed
in detail in the Draft Tritium Extraction Fa-
cility Environmental Impact Statement (DOE
1998).

The APT would not be constructed at the pre-
ferred site and the land would be released for use
by other missions. On-going SRS missions
would continue. Incremental amounts of waste
generation and electricity consumption that
would have been attributable to the APT would
not occur. Employment would be a function of
on-going missions and funding levels.

Chapter 3. Modifications —
Affected Environment

Page 3-6, 1* column, 3" paragraph ‘and Fig-
ure 3-4 on page 3-7 are replaced by the follow-

.

ing:

Both the preferred and alternate APT sites are on
relatively flat, broad and sandy upland areas
typical of the Aiken Plateau portion of the Sa-
vannah River Site that formed in deep beds of
marine sediments (Wike etal. 1994). The ori-
entation of the APT footprint on the preferred
site is from southeast to northwest; the footprint
orientation on the alternate site from southwest
to northeast. Figure 3-4 shows the locations of
the sites and their surface features (topography
and nearby surface waters). The footprint
variation for the modular or staged accelera-
tor design is also shown. As can be seen, the
modular design variation would result in a

slight widening of the footprint and a slight
decrease in area.

Page 3-8, 1* Column, 1* paragraph, 5® through
9" lines, Figure 3-5 on page 3-9, and Table 3-1
on page 3-10 are replaced with the following:

Figure 3-5 and 3-5a, soil maps for the preferred
and alternate sites, show the boundaries of the
soil mapping units. The footprint variation for
the modular or staged accelerator design is
also shown. In the case of the modular design
footprint, the preferred site would have pre-
dominantly Blanton and Fuquay sands.

The alternative site would include roughly the
same mix of soils for both footprints. Ta-
ble 3-1 lists the physical, chemical, and engi-
neering features of Fuquay sand and other
surface soils at the sites.

Page 3-44, 1* Column, 1* paragraph, lines 2
through 15, and Figures 3-16 and 3-17 on
pages 3-47 and 3-48 are replaced with the fol-

lowing:

Both sites also have small pockets of 40- and 60-
year old upland hardwood stands of white oak,
red oak, and hickory ranging in size from 8 to
12 inches in diameter (SRFS 1997). Understory
species found on the preferred site include vac-
ciniums (blueberries), sparkleberry, hickories,
laurel oak, water oak, southern red oak, sweet-
gum, black cherry, persimmon, sassafras, and
winged sumac. Ground cover includes Japanese
honeysuckle, yellow jessamine, greenbrier, mus-
cadine grape, spotted wintergreen, various
grasses, legumes, and composites (SRI 1998).
Figures 3-16 and 3-17 show the forest cover
types of each site. The footprint variation for
the modular or staged accelerator design is
also shown. In the case of the modular design
footprint, forest cover of the preferred site
will be virtually the same as with the baseline
footprint. On the alternate site, more acres of
longleaf pine and mixed loblolly pine hard-
wood stands will be included in the modular
design footprint.
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Legend:
00-year floodpiain
0 1 Miles

-l

Note: Elevations of floodpiain are approximate.
Source; Modification from NUS (1984).

of the modular design variation is superimposed over the baseline APT footprint at each site.
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/

L

VaB

Legend:

Baseline APT footprint
mmmmm Modular APT footprint

BaB = Blanton sand, 0 to 6 percent slopes

DoA = Dothan sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes

DoB = Dothan sand, 2 to 6 percent slopes

FuB = Fuquay sand, 2 to 6 percent slopes

LaB = Lakeland sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes

LuB = Lucy sand, 2 to 6§ percent slopes

0Og = Ogeechee sandy loam, ponded

VaB = Vaucluse sandy loam, 2 to 6 percent slopes
VeC = Vaudiuse-Ailey complex, 6 to 10 percent slopes

Source: Modification from USDA (1920).

DOE-SR APT EIS/Pubsonly/APT-Abr/Grfx_C/3-5apts.ai

Figure 3-5. Soil types at the preferred APT site. N\
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NORTH

Legend:

Baseline APT footprint
ssmmm Modular APT footprint

BaB = Blanton sand, 0 to 6 percent slopes

DoA = Dothan sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes

DoB = Dothan sand, 2 to 6 percent slopes

Fa = Fluvaquents, frequently flooded

FuB = Fuquay sand, 2 to 6 percent slopes

LuA = Lucy sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes

LuB = Lucy sand, 2 to 6 percent slopes

TrB = Troup sand, 0 to 6 percent slopes

VaB = Vaucluse sandy loam, 2 to € percent slopes

VeD = Vaucluse-Ailey complex, 10 to 15 percent slopes

Source: Modification from USDA (1990).

DOE-SR APT EIS/Pubsonly/APT-Abri/Grix_CA3-5a_altai

\__~ Figure 3-5a. Soil types at the alternate APT site.
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Table 3-1. Summary of soils covering the APT sites.a

Relative surface area at
APT sites (percent) Soil texture Risk of corrosion
Soil Name Erosion . Soil reaction  Uncovered
(soil mapping unit designation)  Preferred Altemate hazard Surface Subsoil Dra'ia_ge class _(pH) steel Concrete
Blanton sand, 0 to 6 percent 13 16 Slightd Sandy Loamy Somewhat 45-6.0 High High
slopes (BaB) excessively
drainedc

Dothan sand, 0 to 2 percent 4 9 Slight Sandy Loamyand  Well drainedd 3.6-6.0 Moderate Moderate
slopes (DoA) clayey
Dothan sand, 2 to 6 percent 3 8 Slight Sandy Loamy and Well drained 36-60 Moderate Moderate
slopes (DoB) clayey
Fluvaqueats, frequently 0 0 NA Loamy Loamy and  Poorly dralned 4.5-8.5 High High
flooded (Fa) sandy
Fuquay sand, 2 to 6 percent 73 38 Slight Sandy Loamy Well drained 45-6.0 Low High
slopes (FuB)
Lakeland sand, 0 to 2 percent 4 0 Slight Sandy Sandy Excessively 4.5-6.0 Low Moderate
slopes (LaB) dralned
Lucy sand, 0 to 2 percent slopes 0 6 Slight Sandy Loamyand  Well drained  4.5-6.0 Low High
(Lua) clayey
Lucy sand, 2 to 6 percent slopes 0 7 Slight Sandy Loamy and Well drained 4.5-6.0 Low High
(LuB) clayey
Ogeechee sandy loam, ponded 2 0 Slight Loamy Loamy Poorly drainede  4.5-5.5 High High
(Og)
Troup sand, 0 to 6 percent slopes 0 ‘16 Slight Sandy Loamy Well drained 4.5-6.0 Low Moderate
(TiB)
Vaucluse sandy loam, 2 to <l 0 Moderatef Loamy Loamyand  Well drained 36-5.5 Low High
6 percent slopes (VaB) sandy
Vaucluse - Ailey coiplex, 6 to <] 0 Moderate Loamy Sandy, loamy, = Well drained 36-55 Low High
10 percent slopes (VeC) and clayey
Vaucluse - Alley complex, 10 to 0 0 Moderate Loamy  Sandy, loamy, Well dralned 3.6-55 Low High
15 percent slopes (VeD) and clayey

a. Source: USDA 1990.

b. Slight = No particular erosion preventive measures are needed under ordinary farming practices.

¢.  Excessively drained = Water is renioved from the soil very rapidly.

d. Well drained = Water is readily removed from a well drained soil, but not rapidly. It is available to plants throughout most of the growing season and wetness does not

inhibit growth of roots for significant periods during the growing seasons.
Poorly drained = Water is removed so slowly that the soil is saturated periodically during the growing season or remains wet for long periods.
Moderate = Erosion control measures are needed for particular silvicultural activities,

=P
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Legend:  Stand establishment date - R L /\
timber type v :

1954, 1956 and 1958 - loblolly pine

. .| 1987, 1988 and 1989 - loblolly pine

@ 1935 - white oak, red ozk, hickory
k%] 1950 - white oak, red oak, hickory

1957 and 1958 - slash pine

—— Baseline APT footprint
s Modular APT footprint

Source: SRFS (1897).

, DOE-SR APT EIS/Pubsonly/APT-Abr/Grix_C/3-16.8i
\/ Figure 3-16. Forest cover of preferred APT site.
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(] 1933, 1943 - loblolly pine, hardwood
[

1943 - longleaf pine

1946 - loblolly pine

B 1972 - loblolly pine
@ 1980, 1982 - loblolly pine

§ 1955, 1959 - slash pine
@ 1968 - slash pine

1992, 1993 - longleaf pine

Baseline APT footprint

mmmm Modular APT footprint

Source: SRFS (1997).

DOE-SAAPT ElSIPubsonU/m-AbfVG!fx_C}Té-iili }
Figure 3-17. Forest cover of alternate APT site. </
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Page 3-18. 2™ column, 2™ paragraph and Ta-
ble 3-5, page 3-21 are replaced with the follow-

ing:

The South Carolina Department of Health and
Environmental Control (SCDHEC) regulates the
physical properties and concentrations of chemi-
cals and metals in SRS effluents under the Na-
tional Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) program. This agency also regulates
chemical and biological water quality standards
for SRS waters. Table 3-5 lists the water quality
characteristics of the Savannah River upstream
and downstream of the site.

Page 3-28. 2™ column, 2™ paragraph and Ta-
ble 3-8, page 3-29 are replaced with the follow-

ing:

Table 3-8 lists average and maximum atmos-
pheric concentrations of radioactivity at the SRS
boundary, at a 25-mile radius, and at background
monitoring locations (100-mile radius) during
1997. Tritium is the only radionuclide of SRS
origin detected routinely in offsite air samples

above background concentrations (Amett and
Mamatey 1998). Most of the radionuclides can-
not be measured in the environment around the
Site due to their extremely low concentrations.
However, DOE used SRS-specific computer
models such as MAXIGASP and POPGASP to
calculate radiological doses for members of the
public for the 1997 releases based on the amount
released and the estimated concentrations in the
environment.

Page 3-28. 2™ column, 4™ paragraph and Ta-
ble 3-9, page 3-29 are replaced with the follow-

ing:

DOE models the atmospheric dispersion of both
maximum potential and actual emissions of
regulated pollutants using the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) Industrial
Source Complex Short Term Model (EPA 1992).
Table 3-9 lists estimated ambient concentrations
of these regulated air pollutants.

Page 3-43, 1* column, 1* paragraph and Ta-
ble 3-11, page 3-43 are replaced with the fol-

lowing:

Table 3-11 lists the maximum and average indi-
vidual doses and SRS collective dose from 1989
to 1997.
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Table 3-5. Water quality in the Savannah River upstream and downstream from SRS (calendar year

1997).ab

Upstream Downstream
Unit of MCL4e or
Parameter measureS DCGf Minimum8  Maximums Minimum Maximum
Aluminum mg/L 0.05-02h ND* 11 © 017 1.8
Cadmium mg/L 0.0054d ND ND ND ND
Chemical oxygen demand mg/L NA ND ND ND 20
Chromium mg/L 0.14 ND ND ND ND
Copper mg/L L3t ND 0.11 ND 0.042
Dissolved oxygen mg/L >5.0m 7.3 11 6.5 12
Gross alpha radiocactivity pCilL 15 <0.30' <0.80/ <0.80¢' 0.80'
Lead mg/L 0.015' ND 0.012 ND ND
Mercury mg/L 0.002d.e ND ND ND ND
Nickel mg/L 0.14 ND ND ND ND
Nitrite/Nitrate (as nitrogen) mg/L 10d 0.26 0.46 0.18 0.54
Nonvolatile (dissolved) beta  pCi/L 50d <14 3.0 <L4 2.8
radioactivity

pH PH units 6.5-3.5h 6.5 7.4 6.0 7.2
Phosphate mg/L NA 0.018 0.52 0.029 0.25
Suspended solids mg/L NA 3 14 6 23
Temperature °F 90" 49 77 49 80
Tritium pCiL 20,000d.¢ <440’ <440 <440 2,600
Zinc mg/L 5h ND 0.22 0.026 0.34

a. Source: Arnett and Mamatey(1998a,b).

b. Parameters are those DOE routinely measures as a regulatory requirement or as part of ongoing monitoring programs.

c. mgl= mxlhgmms per liter; a measure of concentration equivalent to the wclght/volmne ratio.

PCI/L = picocuries per liter; a picocurie is a unit of radioactivity; one trillionth of a curie.

d. Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL), EPA National Primary Drinking Water Standards (40 CFR Part 141).

¢. Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): SCDHEC (1976).

f. DOE Derived Concentration Guides (DCGs) for water (DOE Order 5400.5, "Radiation Protection for the Public and the
Environment”). DCG values are based on committed effective dose of 100 millirem per year for consistency with drinking
water MCL of 4 millirem per year.

g. Minimum concentrations of samples. The maximum listed concentration is the highest single result found during one sam-
pling event.

h. Secondary Maximum Contaminant Level (SMCL). EPA National Secondary Drinking Water Regulations (40 CFR Part
143).

i. NA = none applicable.

j-  Less than (<) indicates concentration below lower limit of detection (LLD).

k. ND = none detected.

1. Action level for lead and copper.

m. Shall not exceed weckly average of 90°F after mixing nor rise more than 5°F in 1 week unless appropriate temperature crite-

rion mixing zone has been established.
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Table 3-8. Radioactivity in air at the SRS boundary, at the 25-mile radius, and at the 100-mile radius
during 1997 (picocuries per cubic meter).3

Location Gross alpha Nonvolatile beta Tritium
Site boundary
Average <0.0011° 0.015 <49°
Maximum 0.0033 0.031 65
25-mile radius
Average <0.0011° 0.016 <49°
Maximum 0.0044 0.038 <49®
Background (100-mile radius)
Average 0.0011 0.011 <49®
Maximum 0.0030 0.018 <49®

a. Sources: Armnett and Mamatey (1998); Amett (1998).
b. Less than (<) indicates concentrations below lower limit of detection (LLD).

Table 3-9. Estimated ambient concentration contributions of air pollutants from existing SRS sources
and sources planned for construction or operation through 1996 (micrograms per cubic meter of air).*®
Averaging SC ambient stan- Estimated SRS boundary  Percent of

Pollutant® time dard (ug/m3) conc. (pg/m3)° standard
Criteria pollutants
Sulfur dioxide? ' 3-hr 1,300 690 53
24-hr 365 215 59
Annual 80° . 16 20
Total suspended particulate Annual 75° 43 58
Particulate matter (<10 pm) 24-hr 150° 81 54
Annual 50° 4.8 9.6
Carbon monoxide 1-hr 40,000° 5,000 13
8-hr 10,000° 630 6.3
Oxides of Nitrogen' Annual 100° 8.8 8.8
Lead Max. quarter 1.58 <0.01 <0.67
Ozone 1-hr 2354 NA' NA
Toxic air pollutants'
Hydrochloric Acid 24-hr 175* 24 14
Benzene 24-hr 150* 28 19
Formaldehyde 24-hr 7.5% 0.5 6.7
Hexane 24-hr 200* 37 1.9
Nickel 24-hr 0.5 0.12 24
a. Source: DOE (1998).
b. The concentrations are the maximum values at the SRS boundary.
c. Based on maximum potential emissions for 1996 for all SRS sources on the indicated pollutant.
d. Based on emissions for all oxides of sulfur (So,).
e. Source: SCDHEC Standard No. 2.
f. Concentration not to be exceeded more than once a year.
g Source: SCDHEC (1976). New NAAQS for particulate matter <2.5 microns (24-hour limit of 65 pg/m® and an
annual average limit of 15 pg/m*) will become enforceable during the life cycle of this facility.
h. Based on emissions for all oxides of nitrogen (NO,).
i. Modeling was conducted for 137 toxic air pollutants; listed are those air toxics with site boundary concentra-
tions estimated to be greater than 1 percent of the ambient standard.
j. New NAAQS for ozone (8 hours - 0.08 parts per million) will become enforceable during the life cycle of this
facility.
k. Source: SCDHEC Standard No. 8.
1. NA=not available.
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Table 3-11. SRS annual individual and collective radiation doses.*
Number with Average individual Site worker collective

Year measurable dose worker dose (rem)® dose (person-rem)

1989 12,363 0.070 863

1990 11,659 0.065 753

1991 3,391 0.055 459

1992 6,510 0.054 352

1993 5,202 0.051 264

1994 6,284 0.050 315

1995 4,846 0.053 256

1996 4,736 0.053 252

1997 N/A¢ 164

Sources: DOE (1996), WSRC (1993).

poop

N/A = Not applicable.

The average dose includes only workers who received a measurable dose during the year.
1997 data is incomplete and does not include the average individual worker dose.

Page 3-54. 2™ column, 2™ paragraph, line 8
through line 3 in the 1* column on page 3-55 are
replaced with the following new paragraphs:

Bald eagles nest near Par Pond and L Lake and
forage in both reservoirs (Bryan et al. 1996;
Lemaster 1996). Par Pond was the center of ea-
gle activity on the SRS until 1985, when L Lake
was built. Bald eagle use of L Lake has in-
creased since 1987, with the highest number of

sightings occurring in the fall and winter of

1992-1993 (Bryan et al. 1996). Eagle use of Par
Pond over the same period has remained at a
constant but fairly low level. In the winters of
1991-1992 and 1992-1993, when Par Pond was
drawn down for repairs, bald eagles were fre-
quently observed foraging in the area (Bryan
etal. 1996). After the reservoir was refilled,
bald eagles were seen less frequently in the Par
Pond area, but the reservoir continues to be used
as a foraging area by nesting, over-wintering,
and transient juvenile and adult bald eagles (SRI

1998). In 1984-1985, when bald eagle use of the
Par Pond system was last studied, the largest
number of sightings (66.7 percent) were at Par
Pond, followed by Pond C (24.2 percent),
Pond B (6.1 percent), and Pond 2 (3.0 percent)
(Mayer et al. 1986). In recent years, eagles have
been observed on a regular basis foraging
around Pond C and Pond B, and have been seen
occasionally at Pond 2 (Brooks 1998).

Although eagles are found on the SRS in all
months of the year, most sightings are in winter
and spring months (November through May)
(Mayer et al. 1986). This is the time of the year

- when the birds are nesting and wintering in

South Carolina. Eagles seen during the summer
and early fall are most likely transients migrat-
ing either north or south (Sprunt and Chamber-
lain 1970; Mayer et al. 1986).

There are three bald eagle nesting territories on
the Savannah River Site (DOE 1997). The Ea-
gle Bay nest, discovered in 1986, is approxi-
mately 1 mile southwest of the Par Pond dam.
The Pen Branch nest, discovered in 1990, is ap-
proximately 1 mile west of L Lake. The re-
cently-discovered Road G nest is approximately
0.25 mile east of Par Pond (LeMaster 1996).
Eagles have nested intermittently at the Eagle
Bay location since its discovery in 1986 (Hart et
al. 1996). Chicks hatched at the Pen Branch nest
every year from 1990 to 1996. To date, no
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young have been observed at the Road G nest.
In the winter of 1997-1998, this nest was in a
state of disrepair and was not used by eagles
{(Brooks 1998).

Page 3-55, 1* column, 2™ paragraph is replaced
with the following:

Shortnose sturgeon have -not been collected in
the tributaries of the Savannah River that drain
the SRS, but do occur in the Savannah River up-
.and downstream of the Site. Before 1982,
shortnose sturgeon were not known to occur in
the middle reaches of the Savannah River.
_ However, 12 shortnose sturgeon larvaec were
collected near SRS during a 4-year (1982
through 1985) DOE study of ichthyoplankton
abundance and entrainment in reactor cooling
water systems (DOE 1987). A South Carolina
Wildlife and Marine Resources Division (now
South Carolina Department of Natural Re-
sources) study of seasonal movement and
spawning habitat preferences of Savannah River
shortnose sturgeon found two probable spawn-
ing sites, one upstream of the SRS at river mile
177-179 and the other downstream of the Site at
river mile 115-121 (Hall et al. 1991). Collins et
al. (1992) tentatively identified three spawning
locations in the Savannah River: river mile 111-
118 (downstream of the Site), river mile 136-
143 (adjacent to the Site), and river mile 171-
172 (upstream of the Site). Sturgeon spawn in
the main channel of the Savannah River in areas
where current velocities and turbulence are high,
maintaining a scoured clay-gravel bottom (Hall
et al. 1991; Collins et al. 1992).

Chapter 4. Modifications —
Environmental Impacts

Page 4-1, 2™ column, 2™ and 3" paragraphs are
replaced with the following:

In addition to the construction activities de-
scribed in Chapter 2, DOE could build two tem-
porary facilities — concrete batch plants and a
construction debris landfill.

Concrete Batch Plants: The planned location of
the batching facilities (batch plant, associated
sand and aggregate storage areas, and washdown
basins) would be near the target blanket building
and within the areas that would be cleared for
the APT. About 10 acres of land is expected to
be required. The exact location and area re-
quirements for these facilities would be estab-
lished on the basis of final decisions regarding
APT layout (baseline accelerator or modular
design).

Estimated water requirements for the batch plant
are based on the need to produce approximately
340,000 cubic yards of concrete. About 30 gal-
lons of water per cubic yard is nceded for
batching, and an additional 30 gallons of water
per cubic yard is required for washout. Conse-
quently tota! water requirements are estimated to
be 21 million gallons; about 7.2 million gallons
in the peak year of construction (DeCamp 1998).
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Process water for the concrete batch operations
would likely come from existing wells in
H-Area or from the SRS domestic water supply
system. Both of these sources would be reliable
supplies of water for which supply pipelines can
be readily installed early in the construction
phase. River water is unlikely to be used be-
cause of potential variability in quality (e.g. sus-
pended solids) and the fact that the supply
pipeline to the Savannah River (to support
cooling water needs should that alternative be
selected) would not be installed until relatively
late in the construction phase of the project. The
washout water from batch plant operations
would be routed to basins for the removal of
suspended solids, then either reused or dis-
charged via an NPDES outfall (DeCamp 1998).

Particulate matter, consisting primarily of ce-
ment dust, is the only pollutant of concern gen-
erated in the concrete mixing process.
Emissions occur at the point of transfer of ce-
ment to the silo; however, filter bags with con-
trol effectiveness as high as 99 percent are
typically used to remove particulate emissions.
Particulate emissions limits for the operation of
a concrete batch plant would be set in a con-
struction permit granted by SCDHEC. Any fu-
gitive dust emissions from sand and aggregate
piles around the batch plant would be controlled
by wet suppression, chemical dust suppressants,
or other approved method.

Construction Debris Landfill. Construction de-
bris would be disposed of at either the existing
Burma Road landfill on the Savannah River Site,
a future landfill to be developed at the Central
Shops Borrow Pit, or on the selected APT site.
The Burma Road landfill (which would require
expansion to support APT generated waste) or
any new landfill constructed would comply with
all applicable SCDHEC siting criteria for
Type I1I construction debris landfills (SCDHEC
R.61-107.11, Part Ill) including a 100-year flood
obstruction prohibition, compliance with wet-
land regulations, and be designed to ensure the
landfill bottom is at minimum 2 feet above the
seasonal high groundwater table. Based on the
estimated amount of nonrecyclable construction
debris that would be generated, and a 10-foot

depth for uncompacted fill, approximately
14 acres would be required for the landfill (De-
Camp 1998).

Surface water management for any new landfill
or expansion of the Burma Road landfill would
be in accordance with those guidelines set forth
in an approved Stormwater Management and
Sediment Reduction/Pollution Prevention Plan.
Controls would be established for landfill op-
erations to ensure that applicable SCDHEC re-
quirements are met (e.g., controls to minimize
run-off into active disposal areas, placement of
interim cover, final grading to ensure positive
drainage, and other requirements) as specified in
R.61-107.11.

Integrity of the final soil cover (minimum of
2 feet) would be maintained as specified in
R.61-107.11, Part III.B.5, and would include
periodically inspecting the cover, repairing and
re-establishing vegetation on those areas dam-
aged by erosion, and similar activities.
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Page 4-2. 2™ column, 4™ paragraph through
st

page 4-3, 1* column, 1* paragraph is replaced
with the following:

POTENTIAL NO ACTION IMPACTS AT
THE SAVANNAH RIVER SITE

The potential No Action impacts associated with
APT could occur at both the Savannah River
Site and at reactor sites in Tennessee and/or
Alabama. Table 2-3 of this document compares
the potential impacts of the No Action alterna-
tive (both at and away from the SRS) to the
baseline accelerator.

The environmental impacts of extracting tritium
at the SRS are described in the Draft TEF EIS
(DOE 1998a). The following discussion is
based on that document. In general, DOE con-
siders the expected impacts from extracting trit-
ium in either the H-Area or the Allied General
Nuclear Services (AGNS) facility (i.e., the two
alternatives evaluated in the Draft EIS) on the
physical, biological, and human environment to
be minor and consistent with what might be ex-
pected for an industrial facility.

Compared to extracting tritium in H-Area, the
AGNS alternative would have higher radiation
doses at the site boundary (due to the close
proximity of the facility to the property bound-
ary), but lower collective population doses (due
to lower population densities in the nearby
communities).

Less construction waste would be produced at
AGNS than H-Area because putting TEF in
AGNS would involve refurbishing existing fa-
cilities, and some new construction. Slightly
higher volumes of sanitary waste would be gen-
erated at AGNS during operations due to a
larger workforce.

Neither of the alternative sites for TEF is known
to contain hazardous, toxic, or radioactive mate-
rials. Nonetheless, the potential exists that ex-
cavation-related activities could result in the
discovery of previously unknown and undocu-

mented hazardous, toxic, or radioactive materi-.
als. DOE would remove and dispose of such
material in accordance with all applicable laws
and regulations.

The AGNS alternative would require less land
than the H- Area alternative. DOE has not iden-
tified any significant historic or archaeological
resources at either alternative site that construc-
tion or operation of TEF could effect. No
threatened, endangered, or other sensitive biotic
resources are believed to occur on either site. At
the AGNS site, construction noise and activity
could have localized, but temporary, adverse
effects on wildlife.

For the AGNS alternative, the contributions of
nonradiological air constituents would be
0.13 percent of the applicable standard, higher
than the onsite H-Area alternative. The annual
radiological dose for the offsite maximally ex-
posed individual would be 0.13 millirem higher
for AGNS than for H-Area, but both would be
well below the regulatory limit of 10 millirem
from airborne releases.

POTENTIAL NO ACTION IMPACTS
AWAY FROM THE SAVANNAH RIVER
SITE

Should the Department select the commercial
light-water reactor option of the dual-track strat-
egy for producing tritium, it could be done at
either the Tennessee Valley Authority’s Belle-
fonte facility near Hollywood, Alabama, or at
the Watts Bar or Sequoyah plants, located near
Spring City and Soddy-Daisy, Tennessec re-
spectively. Impacts could include those related
to the completion of the Bellefonte plant, the
construction of dry spent fuel storage facilities at
each plant, the irradiation of TPBARs in Belle-
fonte, Sequoyah, and/or Watts Bar, and the
transportation of the irradiated material to the
Savannah River Site. The Draft EIS For the
Production of Tritium in a Commercial Light
Water Reactor (DOE 1998b) provides descrip-
tions of the proposed actions and their potential
impacts. The following information is taken
from that document.
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Commercial Light-Water Reactor Construc-
tion Impacts

Watts Bar and Sequoyah. Because the Draft
CLWR EIS assumes that long-term spent nuclear

fuel storage would take place at each of the reac-
tor plants, a dry cask spent fuel storage facility
may be required for Watts Bar 1 and Sequoyah 1
or 2 to support tritium production. This would be
the only construction necessary for tritium pro-
duction. Such a facility would consist of three
reinforced concrete slabs covering approximately
3.5 acres. Approximately 60-80 horizontal stor-
age modules (HSMs), each made of reinforced
concrete, could be housed on the slabs. These
HSMs would have a hollow internal cavity to ac-
commodate a stainless steel cylindrical cask that
would contain the spent nuclear fuel. Construct-
ing such a facility would disturb approximately 5
acres and require approximately 50 construction
workers. Premixed concrete would be used and
negligible impacts to air quality, water, and bictic
resources are expected.

Bellefonts. For Bellefonte units 1 and 2, which
are only partially completed nuclear plants, addi-
tional construction activities would be required in
order to produce tritium. The impacts of such
construction are described below.

At Bellefonte 1 and 2, all major structures (e.g.,
containment buildings, cooling towers, turbine
buildings, and support facilities) have been con-
structed. Therefore, construction activities would
largely consist of internal modifications to the
existing structures. No additional land would be
disturbed in completing construction and there
would be no impacts on visual resources, bictic
resources (including threatened and endangered
species), geology and soils, and cultural resources.
Because the Draft CLWR EIS assumes that long-
term spent fuel storage would take place at each of
the reactor plants, a dry cask spent fuel storage
facility would eventually be required at Belle-
fonte. The impacts of constructing such a spent
fuel storage facility would be similar to those de-
scribed above for Waits Bar and Sequoyah.

Completing construction of Bellefonte 1 would
have the greatest impact on socioeconomics.
During the peak year of construction (2002), ap-

proximately 4,500 direct jobs would be created.
Approximately 4,500 secondary jobs would also
be created. The total new jobs (9,000) would
cause the regional economic area unemployment
rate to decrease to approximately 3 percent, from
the current rate of 7.9 percent. Public finance ex-
penditures/revenues would increase by over
30 percent in Scottsboro and about 15 percent in
Jackson County. Rental vacancies would decline
to near zero and demand for all types of housing
would increase substantially.

If Bellefonte 2 also was selected for completion,
construction activities at Bellefonte 1 and Belle-
fonte 2 would be extended. The peak year of con-
struction would shift to 2003, but the total number
of direct jobs would be the same. The effects on
the regional economic area unemployment rate,
housing/rental vacancies, and public finance ex-
penditures/revenues would be the same as for the
construction completion of Bellefonte 1.

Commercial Light-Water Reacfor Opera-
tional Impacts

The impacts of tritium production are described
below, first for the operating reactors, then for the
partially completed reactors.

Watts Bar and Sequovah. Tritium production
would have minimal or no effect (see Table 2-3)

on land use, visual resources, water use and qual-
ity, air quality, archaeological and historic re-
sources, biotic resources (including threatened and
endangered species), and socioeconomics. Trit-
ium production could cause some impacts in the
following areas: radiation exposure (worker and
public), spent fuel generation, and low-level ra-
dioactive waste generation,

Tritium production could cause the average an-
nual worker radiation exposure to slightly increase
but the resultant dose would be well within regu-
latory limits of 5,000 millirem per year. Radiation
exposure to the public from normal operations
also could increase, but would still remain well
within regulatory limits at each of the reactor sites.

As a result of the irradiation process (assuming a
maximum 3,400 targets) additional spent fuel
would be generated at Watts Bar and Sequoyah.
In the average 18-month fuel cycle, spent fuel
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generation would increase from approximately
84 spent fuel assemblies to approximately 144
spent fuel assemblies. If less than approximately
2,000 targets were irradiated, there would be no
change in the amount of spent fuel produced by
the reactors. Storing the additional spent fuel is
pot expected to result in any discernible impacts.
Radiation exposures would remain below regula-
tory limits for both workers and the public. There
are no significant impacts from accidents associ-
ated with dry cask spent fuel storage.

Watts Bar and Sequoyah would generate ap-
proximately 0.43 additional cubic meters of low-
level radioactive waste. Such an increase would
amount to less than 1 percent of the low-level ra-
diocactive waste disposed of at the Bamwell, South
Carolina low-level radioactive waste disposal fa-
cility.

Tritium production could change the potential
risks associated with accidents at Watts Bar and
Sequoyah. Potential impacts from accidents were
determined using computer modeling. If a limit-
ing design-basis accident occurred, tritium pro-
duction would increase the individual risk of a
fatal cancer by 7.5x10® to an individual living
within 50 miles of Watts Bar. Statistically, the
limiting design basis accident would create one
additional fatal cancer approximately every
130 million years from tritium production in
Watts Bar. For an individual living within
50 miles of Sequoyah 1 or 2, if a limiting design-
basis accident occurred, tritium production would
increase the risk of a fatal cancer by 1.2x10%,
Statistically, the limiting design-basis accident
would create one additional fatal cancer every 83
million years from tritium production in either of
the Sequoyah reactors. For beyond-design basis
accidents (accidents which have a probability of
occurring approximately once in a million years),
tritium production would not significantly change
the consequences of an accident. This is due to
the fact that the potential consequences of such an
accident would be dominated by radionuclides
other than tritium. For these types of accidents,
the additional tritium would produce an estimated
statistical risk of less than 1.0 fatal cancer to the
50-mile population surrounding the plants.

Bellefonte. Because neither Bellefonte 1 or 2 is
currently operating, the CLWR EIS attributes all
of the environmental impacts of operating these
plants to the tritium production program. Con-
sequently, environmental impacts would occur
in the following areas: visual resources, water
use, biotic resources, socioeconomics, radiation
exposure (worker and public), spent fuel gen-
eration, and low-level radioactive waste genera-
tion. In addition, tritium production would also
change the accident risks associated with these
reactors.

During operation, the Bellefonte units would
produce vapor plumes from cooling towers that
would be visible up to ten miles away. These
plumes could create an aesthetic impact on the
towns of Pisgah, Hollywood, and Scottsboro,
Alabama.

During operations, the Bellefonte units would
each utilize less than 0.5 percent of the river
flow from Guntersville Reservoir and would not
cause any adverse impacts to other users. Dis-
charges from the plants would be treated and
monitored before release and would comply
with Nationa! Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System permits. Impacts to water quality would
be minimal and no standards would be ex-
ceeded. Operation of either or both of the Belle-
fonte plants for tritium production would have a
small impact on biotic resources, although there
would be some fish losses from cooling water
intake screens.

During operations, approximately 800 direct
jobs would be created at Bellefonte 1 along with
an approximately equal number of indirect jobs.
The total new jobs (approximately 1,600) would
cause the regional economic area unemployment
rate to decrease to approximately 5.9 percent.
Public finance expenditures/revenues would de-
cline from the levels during construction but
would remain 10 to 15 percent higher than they
would be otherwise at Scottsboro and 5 to
10 percent higher in Jackson County. If Belle-
fonte 2 also were completed, a total of approxi-
mately 1,000 direct jobs would be created, along
with approximately 1,000 indirect jobs.
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Tritium production would result in worker ra-
diation exposures but the resultant doses would
be well within regulatory limits of 5,000 mil-
lirem per year. Radiation exposures to the pub-
lic from normal operations also would increase
but still remain well within regulatory limits.
The population dose within 50 miles of the plant
would increase from 0 person-rem to a2pproxi-
mately 11 person-rem per year for Bellefonte 1.

Based on producing the maximum amount of
tritium in the average 18 month fuel cycle, spent
fuel generation would increase from 0 spent fuel
assemblies to approximately 141 spent fuel as-
semblies. The impacts of storing the spent fuel
in a dry cask spent fuel storage facility are the
same as described above for the existing oper-
ating reactor plants.

Tritium production at Bellefonte 1 would gener-
ate approximately 40 cubic meters of low-level
radioactive waste. This amount of waste would
be a small fraction of the low-level radioactive
waste disposed of at the Barnwell, South, Caro-
lina low-level radioactive waste disposal facility.

Potential impacts from accidents were deter-
mined using computer modeling. If a limiting
design-basis accident occurred, tritium produc-
tion would increase the individual risk of a fatal
cancer by 4.1x10” to an individual living 50
miles of Bellefonte. Statistically, this means that
one additional fatal cancer would occur ap-
proximately every 240 million years from trit-
ium production at either Bellefonte 1 or 2. For
beyond-design basis accidents (accidents which
have a probability of occurring approximately
once in a million years), tritium production
would not significantly change the consequences
of an accident. This is due to the fact that the
potential consequences of such an accident
would be dominated by radionuclides other than
tritium. For these types of accidents, the addi-
tional tritium would produce a statistical risk of
less than one fatal cancer to the 50 mile popula-
tion surrounding the plants.

Transportation Impacts

The potential impacts of transporting irradiated
material to the Savannah River Site would be
essentially the same for Watts Bar, Sequoyah, or

Bellefonte. Impacts would be limited to toxic
vehicle emissions and traffic fatalities. The
transportation risks would be less than one fatal-

ity per year.

Radiological material transportation impacts
could result in routine and accidental deaths. In
all instances, the risks associated with this mate-
rial would be much less than one fatality per
year.

Page 4-4, 2 column, 4" pamagraph through 1*
paragraph on page 4-5 are replaced with the
following:

During accelerator operations, some neutrons
could penetrate the accelerator shielding and be
available for absorption by stable (nonradioac-
tive) atoms in the soil and groundwater to form
radioactive atoms. The expected production of
tritium beneath the facility would be less than
2x10® curies per year. These radioactive at-
oms (tritium) would be expected to migrate
with groundwater, but would take between S0
and 80 years to reach surface water outlets
(Stephenson 1997). Transport modeling of
these activation products show that ground-
water tritium levels would at all times be be-
low EPA drinking water standards away
from the APT site. The accelerator tunnel and
target/blanket building shielding would be de-
signed (Fikani 1997) so that the radiation dose
from the calculated tritium concentration in
groundwater, for a hypothetical individual
drinking the APT site groundwater continuously
throughout the year, would be less than one-
eighth of the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency drinking water standard of 4 millirem
per year. Dispersion during movement would
produce even lower doses to a real receptor,
therefore, there would be minimal impacts from
the activation of groundwater.
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Page 4-5. 2™ column, text box is revised to
contain the following text:

Operation of the APT would result in thermal
discharges from the cooling water system to a
series of pre-cooler ponds and ultimately Par
Pond. Based on heat dissipation studies (see
Section 4.5.3), low-volume cooling tower dis-
charges would have little or no effect on tem-
peratures in the receiving water bodies. In
the case of the Once-Through Cooling Water
alternative, however, discharges to the pre-
cooler ponds would be in excess of 100°F.
This could create a situation in which the av-
erage weekly temperature in the receiving
water bodies is greater than 90°F, the
SCDHEC standard for freshwaters. The
once-through discharge also could be more
than S°F above ambient temperatures, ex-
ceeding the SCDHEC standard for discharges
to lakes and reservoirs. DOE could be re-
quired to conduct a Clean Water Act Section
316(a) Demonstration.

Under each cooling water alternative, cesium-
137, trapped in the fine sediments of Par
Pond, could be remobilized. The Once-
Through Cooling Water alternative could
resuspend the most cesium-137. Potential
exposures to the public, in either case, would
be small. Potential health impacts associated
with water pathways are included in the to-
tals reported in Section 4.2.1.

The Department is considering a design
variation for the discharge of cooling water,
bypassing precooler ponds 2 and § and dis-
charges directly to Pond C via an existing dis-
charge channel. Section 4.5.3 in Part D of
this document describes this design variation
and evaluates the potential impacts.

Page 4-6, 2™ column. Table 4-1 and Table 4-2,
page 4-7 are replaced with the following:

Table 4-1. Estimated annual releases (curies) of
major radionuclides in liquid discharges from
the APT.a

Radionuclide Annual releasesb
Tritium 3,000
Cobalt-60 0.0001
Chromium-51 0.002
Sodium-22 0.001

a. Source: England (1997) and England (1998a).
b. Annual releases will not change significantly with
altemative.

Page 4-16, 2* column, 3" paragraph and Ta-
ble 4-11. page 4-18, are replaced with the fol-
lowing:

Table 4-11 lists air quality impacts to a hypo-
thetical worker in the vicinity of the APT facili-
ties. For all the regulated pollutants emitted,
exposures to the nearby worker would be below
permissible exposure levels defined in 29 CFR
Part 1910.100.
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Table 4-2. Average annual doses from radiological and nonradiological constituents discharged in liquid effluents for the preferred configuration,
and percent differences in alternatives to the Preferred alternative.

Percentage difference of results for altematives

Radio-

Accelerator  Feedstock  frequency Site
Cooligg water system technology Material power location
K-Reactor
Once-through Cooling cooling
coolingusing  towerswith  tower with Lithium-6  Inductive
Factor Results for preferred  river water  groundwater  river water Room aluminum  outputtube  Alternate
altemative makeup makeup temperature alloy site
Annual MEI* dose from radiological ~ 0.015 millirem NCb NC NC NC NC NC NC
discharges
Annual MEI dose from resuspension  0.0013 millirem +6,150%4 NC -60% NC NC NC NC
of contaminated sediments
Total annual MEI dose from liquid 0.016 millirem +49% NC NC NC NC NC NC
pathways
Annual population dose from 0.42 person-remn NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
radiological discharges
Annual population dose from 0.0035 person-rem +6,150%f NC -60% NC NC NC NC
resuspension of contaminated
sediments
Total annual population dose fromn 0.42 person-rem +51% NC NC NC NC NC NC
liquid pathways
Average annual temperature of liquid  70°F +18°F 8 NC NC NC NC NC NC
discharges
Maximum annual temperature of 88°F +14°F NC +1°F NC NC NC NC
liquid discharges
Average annual concentration of total 190 milligramns per 67% -99%¢ NC NC NC NC NC
dissolved solids in liquid discharges  liter
Average annual concentration of total 220 milligrams per £7% -99% NC NC NC NC NC
solids in liquid discharges liter
a. MEI - maximally exposed individual.
b. NC = Difference in results between this alternative and the Preferred altemative is less than 5 percent.
c.  Results for this altemative are several orders of magnitude less than that for the Preferred altemative, even though the designation “-99%” indicates only two orders of
magnitude difference.
d.  0.08] millirem.
e.  0.096 millirem.
f 022
B

Percent diﬂ'erem.:e not meaningful for temperature.
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Table 4-11, Estimated maximum concentrations at hypothetical worker location (640 meters) from APT operations of nonradiological air pollutants
regulated by OSHA at the preferred APT site (milligrams per cubic meter).2

Percentage difference of results for alternatives

Radio-
Accelerator Feedstock  frequency
Cooling water system technology  Material power Site location
Cooling K-Reactor
Resuits for Once- towers with  cooling tower Lithium-6

Averaging OSHA Preferred through groundwater  with river Room aluminum  Inductive Alternate
Air emissions timeb  standardb altemative coolingusing  makemp  watermakeup temperature  alloy output tube sited

river water
Oxides of sulfur  8-hour 13 0.0037 NCe NC NC NC NC NC NC
TWA
Total 8-hour 15 0.0049 NC NC NC NC 5% NC NC
particulates TWA
Particulate 8-hour 5 0.0033 NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
matter (<10 TWA
microns)
Carbon 8-hour 55 0.060 NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
monoxide TWA
Oxides of Ceiling 9 24 NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
nitrogen
Lead 8-hour 0.5 4.4 x 10-6 NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
TWA .
Beryllium 8-hour 0.002 8.4 x10-7 NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
TWA
Ceiling 0005 8,7x106 NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
Mercury Ceiling 0.1 1.1 x 10-5 NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
Ethyl Alcohol 8-hour 1900 4.5 x 10-5 NC NC NC NC -25% NC NC
TWA

a. Source: Hunter (1997).
b. Air pollutants regulated by OSHA under 29 CFR Part 1910. Averaging values listed are 8-hour time weighted averages (TWA) except those oxides of nitrogen

¢. NC = Difference in results between this alternative and the Preferred alternative is less than 5 percent.
d. Results at the alternate site do not change from the preferred site since the receptor remains at the same location relative to the APT facility.

that are not-to-be exceeded Ceiling Values. Beryllium has both an 8-hour TWA and a ceiling limit. Source: 29 CFR Part 1910.100.
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Page 4-19. 2™ column, 9® paragraph through
page 4-22, 1* column, 4® paragraph, including
Tables 4-12 and 4-13, pages 4-20 and 4-21, are
replaced with the following:

After determining the routine emission rates,
DOE used the computer codes MAXIGASP and
POPGASP to estimate radiological doses to the
maximally exposed individual (MEI) and to the
population surrounding the SRS. MAXIGASP
and POPGASP are both site-specific computer
programs, which means that meteorological pa-
rameters (e.g., wind speed and direction) and
population distribution parameters (e.g., number
of people surrounding the SRS, location of peo-
ple in sectors around the Site) are integrated into
the programs. Meteorology gathered at the SRS
for the period from 1987 through 1991 (the most
recent validated data set available) was used for
the radiological dispersion model. Releases
were .assumed to occur at a height of 30 me-
ters, corresponding to the stack height. The
1990 population census database was used to
represent the population that lives within a 50-
mile radius of the center of the SRS. For the
APT airbome releases, the MEI would be at the
SRS boundary in the north sector.

Although a large number of radionuclides would
be emitted as a result of normal operations, a
few would account for essentially all of the po-
tential dose. For the Preferred alternative, ra-
diological emissions are expected from the
accelerator building, the target blanket building,
and the Tritium Separation Facility. The APT
facility is assumed to operate 24 hours a day,

365 days a year. Sources of radioactive emis-
sions include activated air in the accelerator tun-
nel, which includes radionuclides such as argon-
41 and carbon-11. A majority of the radionu-
clides emitted come from the target/blanket
building, including some tritium and carbon-11,
and most of the argon-41. Emissions also can
result from fugitive sources such as minor leaks
in system piping and other process leaks, as well
as maintenance activities which require systems
to be opened. Projected annual emissions for the
radionuclides that are the major contributors to
dose are presented in Table 4-12. As can be
seen in Table 4-12, APT operations would
result in the release of tritium in both the
elemental and oxide forms, Tritium oxide
behaves like water and is easily absorbed into
the human body while only a very small frac-
tion of elemental tritium is absorbed. There-
fore, when assessing the dose due to tritium,
the effects of elemental tritium are negligible
compared to tritium oxide. Tritium emissions
would produce the highest impact to the MEI,
accounting for 87 percent of the estimated dose,
followed by argon-4l, accounting for
12 percent of the dose.

Table 4-12. Projected annual radionuclide
emissions from routine operations of the APT

facility (curies).2
Radionuclide Annual emissions
Tritium (oxide) 30,000
Tritium (elemental) 8,600
Carbon-11 250
Argon-41 2,000

a. Source: Shedrow (1997a) and England (1998a).

Table 4-13 presents the calculated maximum
radiological doses from routine operations. Ac-
cording to these results, the calculated maximum
committed effective dose equivalent to a hypo-
thetical individual at the SRS boundary is
0.037 millirem for each year of operations,
which is well below the annual dose limit of
10 millirem from SRS atmospheric releases.
None of the cooling water configurations con-
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Table 4-13. Annual radiological doses from routine radiological air emissions from the APT.2

Percentage differences of doses for alternatives

Radio-
Accelerator Feedstock frequency
Cooling water system technology Material source Site location
Once-throngh Cooling K-Reactor
Doses for cooling using towers with  cooling tower Lithium-6
Preferred withriver  groundwater  with river Room aluminum Inductive
Receptor alternative water makeup  water makeup temperature  alloyc output tube  Alternate site
MEI dose (millirem) 0.037 NCb NC NC NC NC NC +113%
Popnulation dose (person- 1.6 NC NC NC NC +7% NC +11%
rem)
Worker dose (millirem) 0.17 NC NC NC NC -40%" NC +1%
a. Derived from Simpkins (1998).
b. NC = No change; difference in doses between this alternative and the Preferred alternative is less than 5 percent.
c. Includes radiological emissions from operation of the Tritium Extraction Facility.
d. Does not include dose from TEF operation to workers (0.24 millirem) as it is in a different location,

0L20-S13/90d
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tribute to the annual dose; likewise, using room
temperature operation or using inductive output
tubes does not affect the dose results. The use of
lithium-6 feedstock material would necessitate
operation of the Tritium Extraction Facility
which would have additional radiological emis-
sions. The estimated dose to the MEI for the
Lithium-6 Feedstock Material alternative is
0.041 millirem, of which 34 percent is attribut-
able to the Tritium Extraction Facility.

Tritium is estimated to be the major contributor
to the offsite population dose with a calculated
dose of 1.6 person-rem per year for the preferred
configuration. The population dose associated
. with the use of a lithium-6 feedstock material is
1.8 person-rem with 0.66 person-rem or
38 percent attributable to the Tritium Extraction
Facility in H-Area.

Table 4-13 also lists the onsite worker dose (hy-
pothetical worker 640 meters downwind) re-
sulting from radiological releases. The
estimated maximum committed effective dose
equivalent to the worker from annual releases is
0.17 millirem for each year of operation. As
with the MEI dose, using the lithium-6 feedstock
material affects the radiological impacts. The
dose for the Lithium-6 Feedstock Material alter-
native decreases the dose from the Preferred al-
ternative by 40 percent. Doses would decrease
under this alternative because the Tritium Ex-
traction Facility is likely to emit less Tritium
oxide than the Tritium Separation Facility (5,000
curies per year versus 9,600 curies per year) and
is farther from the SRS boundary. In the event
the Tritium Separation and Tritium Extraction
Facilities are consolidated at the APT site, ad-
ministrative controls would limit the curie con-
tent of the facilities.

As with the nonradiological impacts, radiologi-
cal doses from the alternate site would be
slightly greater due to the site's location in rela-
tion to the SRS site boundary. The calculated
committed effective dose equivalent to the MEI
residing at the SRS boundary is 0.079 millirem
for each year of operation, which is well below
the annual dose limit of 10 millirem from SRS
atmospheric releases (Table 4-13). The offsite

population does from APT operations at the al-
ternate site would be 1.8 person-rem per year.

For the alternate site, the onsite worker dose
resulting from radiological releases would be
0.18 millirem per year. This dose is slightly
greater than the dose reported in Table 4-13
because of terrain variations between the two
sites.

None of the alternatives for either the preferred
or alternate site would result in concentrations or
radiological doses that would exceed the regu-
latory limits. Section 4.2 describes the potential
health effects of these releases on members of
the public and workers for the alternate site.

Page 4-22. 2™ column, 3" paragraph replaced
with the following:

Pipeline construction would be required to carry
river water to the preferred site (approximately
18,000 feet); for the alternate site about 24,600
feet. The groundwater makeup alternative
would require additional land disturbance ac-
tivities to install a well system.

Each alternative cooling water design using
water from the Savannah River would make
use of either the existing river water system
or a new water supply system. If a new sup-
ply system is required, the new system could
be placed in the existing river water corridor
or the existing system piping could be used as
a sleeve for the new piping. Prior to installing
any new system elements, DOE would evalu-
ate the potentially affected areas for the pres-
ence of threatened or endangered species,
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archaeological sites, and other sensitive re-
sources.

Page 4-25, 2™ column, text box is_revised to
contain the following:

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
(RCRA) is the Federal statute governing the
management of hazardous waste from genera-
tion to disposal. Hazardous waste includes such
materials as waste solvents, toxic metals, and
industrial process waste products.

The classification of radioactive wastes is based
on the concentration of short- and long-lived
radionuclides. APT special case or high con-
centration wastes under evaluation contain long-
lived radionuclides and would remain hazard-
ous for an extended period of time. Classes A
and B include radioactive wastes with concen-
trations of short-lived and perhaps some long-
lived radionuclides.

Page 4-25, 1* column, 1* paragraph and Ta-
bles 4-15 and 4-16, pages 4-26 and 4-27 are re-

placed with the following:

Construction. The construction phase would
generate nonhazardous, nonradioactive wastes,
including sanitary solid wastes, construction de-
bris (mixed rubble, metals, plastics), and sani-
tary wastewater. Table 4-15 lists estimated
maximum annual quantities of waste for con-
struction of the Preferred alternative and com-
pares it with the other alternatives. -

Page 4-25, 2™ column 4™ paragraph through
page 4-27, 1* column, 1* paragraph and Ta-
ble 4-17, page 4-18 are replaced with the fol-
lowing:

DOE would manage APT wastes for treatment
and disposal according to waste type, using SRS
and offsite waste treatment, storage, and dis-
posal facilities. Table 4-17 lists the waste types
and quantities destined for treatment, storage,
and disposal facilities and the subsequent impact
to the facility divided by preferred configuration
and alternative.

Page 4-36, 1* column, 4® paragraph and Ta-
ble 4-22 page 4-37 are replaced with the fol-

owing:

Table 4-22 lists projected health impacts from
routine operation of the APT facilities. The ta-
ble lists radiological dose information and traffic
information for the preferred configuration; it
also lists changes in the expected impacts for the
alternatives.
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Table 4-15. Waste generation and impacts comparison for preferred configuration and alternatives.a

Percentage differences of waste quantities for altematives

Radio-
Cooling Accelerator  Feedstock frequency
waler system technology  Material power Sile location
Cooling K-Reactor
Once-through  towers with  cooling tower Lithium-6
Environmental factor Annual waste quantities  cooling using groundwater  with river Room aluminun Inductive
(waste type) for Preferred alternative river water makeup water temperature alloy output tube  Altemate site
makeup
Construction wastes® maximum based on construction schedule
Sanitary solid 560 cubic meters NCb NC NC -9% NC NC NC
Construction debris 30,000 cubic meters NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
Industrial wastewater 3.6 mlllion gallons NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
Sanitary wastewater 1.5 million gallons NC NC NC -9% NC NC NC
Operations waste

Sanitary solid 1,800 metric tons NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
Industrial 3,800 metric tons NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
RCRA hazardous 1.0 cubic meter NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
Radioactive wastewater 140,000 gallons NC NC NC NC NC NC NC
Low-level radioactive waste® 1,400 cubic meters NC NC NC NC +18% NC NC
High conceatration low-level 2.5 cubic meters NC NC NC NC NC NC NC

radioactive waste under

evaluation (special case wasle)
Mixed wasteS 1.0 cubic meter NC NC NC NC -18% NC NC
High concentration mixed waste 12 cubic meters NC NC NC NC +25% NC NC

under evaluation :
Sanitary wastewater 3.2 million gallons NC NC NC +5 NC NC NC
Nonradioactive process wastewater 920 million gallons +2,000%d NC NC +37% NC 5% NC

a. Sources: England (1998b,c); DeCamp (1998).

b. NC = Difference in impacts between this alternative and the Preferred altemative is less than 5 percent.
¢. Excluding High concentration waste.

d. 19 billion gallons.
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Table 4-17. Impacts on waste tréatment, storage, and disposal facilities for operation of preferred con-
figuration and alternatives.a,b

Impact for
Waste quantity Impact for Lithium-6
(Preferred Operating preferred Impact for room Feedstock
Waste facilityc alternative) Waste typed capacity configuration temperature Material
CIF 500 m3, Incinerable LLRW, 3ppef 5 percent of N/C
¢4 incinerable MW 9,500 m-/yre; capacity N/cE
Onsite compactor 75 m3/yr LLRW 1,600 m3/yr 5 percent of N/C +24%
capacity
E-Area LAW 33,000 m3 totalh LLRW, compacted 31,000 m3/ vaulte 1.1 vault N/C +8%
vault LLRW, LLRW ash
E-Area ILTV 2,100 m3totalh  LLRW with Tritium 5,300 m3/vaulte 0.4 vault N/C - 6%
Storage building 600 m3 totalh MW, MW ash, 620 m3/bldg.c 1 building N/C +20%
high concentration
MW
Three Rivers 5,600 metrictons  Sanitary solid,in- 900 metrictons 6.2 days per N/C N/C
Landfill per year dustrial solid per dayi year
Central Sanitary 3.2 million gal-  Sanitary wastewater 1 million gallons 3.2 days N/C N/C
WTF lons per day
a. Source: England et al (1997) and England (1998b,¢).
b. Impacts for other alternatives would not vary from the Preferred alternative impacts.
c. Waste facilities: CIF = Consolidated Incineration Facility, LAW = Low Activity Waste; ILTV = Intermediate Level Tritium
Vaults; WTF = Wastewater Treatment Facility.
d.  Waste types: LLRW = low-level radioactive wastes; MW = mixed waste.
e. Source: DOE (1995b).
f.  All waste considered as solid feed.
g N/C = difference within § percent.
h.  40-year total.
i.  Source: DOE (1995a).
Page 4-56, 1* column, 3™ h_is replaced
with the following:

As noted in Section 3.4.5, bald eagles forage
around Par Pond and the pre-cooler ponds.
When P-Reactor was operational, thermal fish
kills on Pond C attracted bald eagles (Mayer et
al. 1986). Under the preferred cooling water
alternative, Mechanical-Draft Cooling Towers
with River Water Makeup, fish kills (beyond
those that occur in any natural body of water)
would not be expected. Operation of the APT
facilities and discharge of cooling water under
the Once-Through Cooling Water alternative
could result in fish kills in Ponds 2 and 5 in late
summer or in other seasons if the accelerator
were restarted afier an extended outage.
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Table 4-22. Impacts on public health from normal operation of APT facilities.

Percentage differences of impacts for aliematives

Radio-
Accelerator  Feedstock  frequency
Cooling water system technology  Material power Site location
Once-
through Cooling K-Reactor
Impacts for cooling  towers with cooling tower Lithium-6
Preferred  usingriver groundwater  with river Room aluminum Inductive
Factor alternative water makeup  waler makeup temperalure alloy output tuibe  Alternate site
Annual radiation dose to MEI from 0.053 +150% NC NC NC NC NC +97%
APT emissions (millirem/year)™®
Annual radiation dose to MEI from 2.8x10-6 NC° NC NC NC +11% NC NC
transportation of radioactive material
(millirem/year) .
Total annual radiation dose to MEI 0.053 +150% NC NC NC NC NC +97%
from APT operations (millirem/year)
Annual radiation dose to population 2.0 +11% NC NC NC +% NC +9%
from APT emissions (person- -
renvyear)
Annual radiation dose to population 1.1 NC NC NC NC ~ NC NC NC
from transportation of radioactive
material (person-rem/year)
Total aunual radiation dose to 3.1 +7% NC NC NC NC NC +%
population from APT operations
(person-remy/year)
Estimated number of cancer fatalities 0.0016 +7% NC NC NC NC NC +%
from annual population dose
Estimated traffic accident fatalities 0.12 NC NC NC NC NC NC -18%
per year on roads near SRS

a. Reported as the sum of the dose from air emissions and liquid emissions, even though the MEI for the two emissions are in different locations.
b. MEI - maximally exposed individual.

c. NC = Difference in impacts between this aliemative and the Preferred altemative is less than 5 percent.

(
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Based on Par Pond studies (DOE 1997), fish in
the pre-cooler ponds are assumed to contain lev-
els of mercury and cesium-137 that are some-
what higher than background. If thermal fish
kills were to occur in Ponds 2 and 5, bald eagles
would likely feed on the dead fish. However,
potential harm to bald eagles from ingesting
contaminated fish would be mitigated by the fact
that these fish kills would be infrequent and
would most likely occur in late summer, when
eagles are least likely to be found on the SRS
(SRI 1998).

Further, eagles foraging in the area would be
feeding on dead, dying, and living fish from the
pre-cooler ponds and Par Pond even in the ab-
sence of large-scale thermal fish kills. As a re-
sult, thermal kills would simply reduce the
energy costs of capturing these fish. It’s not
clear that significantly more contaminated prey
would be consumed. Eagles are known to gorge
and fast, depending on the availability of food
(Stalmaster 1987), thus gorging on easily ob-
tainable dead fish might simply mean eating less
contaminated fish in ensuing days than would
have been consumed under normal circum-
stances.

An Ecological Risk Assessment (DOE 1997)
examined potential risks to bald eagles from
contaminants (mercury and radionuclides) in Par
Pond fish and found a moderate level of risk
from mercury, if a number of conservative as-
sumptions were made. The risk assessment as-
sumed that an eagle would: (1) forage on Par
Pond year-round, (2) feed exclusively on Par
Pond fish (bass) containing the maximum meas-
ured concentration of mercury, and (3) absorb
100 percent of the mercury ingested with fish.
Using more realistic assumptions (an eagle is
present for nine months and eats fish containing
the average measured concentration of mercury),
the risk assessment concluded that “it is unlikely
that mercury in Par Pond fish poses a significant
potential risk to the bald eagle.” Similarly, the
risk assessment concluded that the potential
ecological risks to avian predators (specifically
the bald eagle) from radiological contaminants
in Par Pond “can be considered to be very
small.”

Page 4-74, 2™ column, 2™ paragraph, lines 16
through 28 are replaced with the following:

Applying the result of previous studies con-
ducted in the United States (which suggest that
70,000 persons die prematurely through air pol-
lution), and assuming that one-third arise from
coal-fired electricity generation, produces a co-
efficient of 100 deaths per gigawatt year (Wil-
son 1996). The health effects from the operation
of a gas-fired facility would be less because the
gasecous and particulate emissions would be
much less than those from a coal-fired plant.
The Polk EIS (EPA 1994) discusses health ef-
fects associated with natural-gas-fired turbines.

Chapter 5. Modifications —
Cumulative Impacts
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Page 5-1, 1* column, 1* paragraph through page
5-2, 1* column, last bullet is replaced with the
following:

The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
regulations that implement the procedural provi-
sions of the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) define cumulative effects as impacts on
the environment that result from the addition of
the incremental impact of the action to other
past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future
actions regardless of what agency (Federal or
non-Federal) or person undertakes the actions
(40 CFR Part 1508.7). The U.S. Department of
Energy (DOE) based the cumulative impacts
analysis in this chapter on actions associated
with the construction and operation of a linear
accelerator to produce tritium at the Savannah
River Site (SRS), other actions associated with
onsite activities, and offsite activities with the
potential to cause cumulative environmental
impacts.

Based on the examination of the potential di-
rect and indirect impacts of APT actions cou-
pled with other actions in the region, DOE
determined that the cumulative impacts asso-
ciated with the following disciplines are the
most significant: (1) public and worker health,
(2) air resources, (3) water resources, (4) waste
generation, (5) utilities and energy consumption,
(6) ecological resources, and (7) socioeconomics
resources.

The cumulative impacts of past actions have
either passed through the environment or are
captured in existing baseline information.
For example, Par Pond contamination levels
exist due to past reactor operations. The po-
tential impact of resuspending cesium due to
APT water discharges is an incremental im-
pact added to impacts associated with past
operations.

Cumulative impact assessment is based on
both geographic (spatial) and time (temporal)
considerations. As mentioned above, past
impacts are captured in the existing environ-
mental baseline. Geographic boundaries vary
by discipline depending upon the time an ef-
fect remains in the environment, the exteat to

which the effect can migrate, and the magni-
tude of the potential impact. Based on these
factors, DOE has determined that for impacts
to air, water, and waste generation, a 50-mile
radius surrounding SRS is the potential im-
pact zone. For water releases, the down-
stream population that uses the Savannah
River as its source for drinking water is in-
cluded in the project impact zone. The proj-
ect impact zone for socioeconomic resources
is a six county region in South Carolina and
Georgia where approximately 90 percent of
the SRS workforce lives: Aiken, Allendale,
Bamberg, and Barnwell Counties in South
Carolina, and Columbia and Richmond
Counties in Georgia.

Nuclear facilities within a 50-mile radius of
SRS include Georgia Power Company’s
Vogtle Electric Generating Plant across the
Savannah River from SRS; Chem-Nuclear
Services, Inc., a commercial low-level waste
burial site just east of SRS; and Starment
CMI, Inc. (formerly Carolina Metals, Inc.).
Radiological impacts from the operation of
the Vogtle Electric Generating Plant, a two-
unit commercial nuclear power plant are
minimal, but DOE has factored them into the
analysis. The South Carolina Department of
Health and Environmental Control Annual
Report indicates that operation of the Chem-
Nuclear Services facility and the Starment
CMI facility do not noticeably impact radia-
tion levels in air or liguid pathways in the vi-
cinity of the SRS. Therefore, they are not
included in this assessment.

The counties surrounding SRS have numer-
ous existing (e.g. generating stations, textile
mills, paper product mills, and manufactur-
ing facilities) and planned (e.g., Bridgestone
Tire and Hankook Polyester) industrial facili-
ties with permitted, or to be permitted, air
emissions and discharges to surface waters.
Because of the distance between the SRS and
the private industrial facilities there is little
opportunity for interactions of plant emis-
sions, and no notable cumulative impact or
air or water quality. Construction and opera-
tion of Bridgestone Tire and Hankook Polyes-
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ter could have some effect, cumulatively, on
regional employment.

DOE has also evaluated the impacts from its
own existing and future actions by examining
impacts to resources and the human envi-
ronment as described in Section 1.6. The
analysis is based on information contained in
the referenced documents for pertinent ac-
tions which are occurring, or could occur, at
the SRS:

Savannah River Site Spent Nuclear Fuel
Management Environmental Impact State-
ment (61 FR 69085). Although a Notice of
Intent has been prepared, this EIS has not
yet been issued. Information used in this
chapter is based on maximum values utiliz-
ing preliminary report data (Young 1997).
The proposed action of this EIS is to provide
additional capability at SRS to receive and
prepare spent nuclear fuel for ultimate dis-
posal at a Federal geologic repository. Spe-
cific actions needed to accomplish this
include construction and operation of a
Treatment and Storage Facility, a Treatment
Facility, and additional dry storage capacity.

Defense Waste Processing Facility Supple-
mental Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE 1994a). The selected alternative in
the Record of Decision (ROD) is the com-
pletion and operation of the Defense
Waste Processing Facility to immobilize
high-level radioactive waste at the SRS.
The facility is currently in operation.

Savannah River Site Waste Management
Final Environmental Impact Statement
(DOE 1995a). The selected alterative in
the ROD involves the treatment and minimi-
zation of radioactive and hazardous wastes
at the SRS.

Programmatic  Environmental  Impact
Statement for Tritium Supply and Recycling
(DOE 1995b). DOE’s decision is either to
pursue the purchase of an existing commer-
cial nuclear reactor or irradiation services, or
to build an accelerator to produce tritium.
DOE selected the SRS as the location for an

accelerator, if it decides to build one. In ad-
dition, DOE would upgrade the tritium recy-
cling facilities to support either option.
However, these issues are addressed sepa-
rately in the following discussion on the
Environment Assessment for the Tritium
Facility Modernization and Consolidation
Project at the Savannah River Site (DOE
1997¢). This document has also summa-
rized in Part C, Chapter 4, Section 4.0
modifications to the Draft APT EIS the
potential on-site and off-site impacts asso-
ciated with producing tritium at a com-
mercial reactor site. As noted previously,
the No Action alternative for this EIS is
the commercial light-water reactor track.
Consequently, the SRS impacts for No
Action would include construction and
operation of the tritium extraction facility
(TEF), transport of material to the SRS,
and impacts associated with reactor op-
erations. The cumulative impacts of con-
structing and operating the TEF is
captured in this document. The cumula-
tive impacts of reactor operations are
presented in the Draft CLWR EIS (DOE
1998b).

Environmental Impact Statement — Interim
Management of Nuclear Materials (DOE
1995¢). DOE is implementing the selected
scenarios for most of the nuclear materi-
als discussed in that EIS with the excep-
tion of the “comparative management
scenario” alternatives for H-Canyon Plu-
tonium-239 solutions (process to metal),
Mark-16 and -22 fuels (process and stor-
age for vitrification in the Defense Waste
Processing Facility), and other aluminum-
clad fuel targets (processing and storage
for vitrification).

Disposition of Surplus Highly Enriched
Uranium Final Environmental Impact
Statement (DOE 1996). The cumulative im-
pacts analysis incorporates the Maximum
Commercial Use-Blending Disposition at -
SRS Altemative.

Construction and Operation of a Tritium
Extraction Facility at the Savannah River
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Site Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment (DOE 1998a). The cumulative im-
pact analysis is based upon information in
the Draft TEF EIS. For purposes of this
document, the potential impacts associ-
ated with the Tritium Extraction Facility
also would be factored in the No Action
alternative impacts for the APT.

o Draft Environmental Impact Statement on
Management of Certain Residues and
Scrub Alloy Stored at the Rocky Flats En-
vironmental Technology Site (DOE 1997b).
If material separation is conducted at the
SRS, it would be done utilizing a chemical
process in F and H Canyons. Any pluto-
nium resulting from separation processes
would be placed in safe and secure stor-
age pending disposition.

o  Environmental Assessment for the Tritium
Facility Modernization and Consolidation
Project at the Savannah River Site (DOE
1997c). This environmental assessment
addresses the potential impacts of con-
solidating the tritium activities currently
performed in Building 232-H into the
newer Building 234-H. Tritium extrac-
tion functions would be transferred to
TEF, under the Preferred alternative.
The overall impact would be to reduce
emissions by up to 50 percent. Another
effect would be to reduce the amount of
low-level waste generated. Effects on
other resources would be negligible.
Therefore, impacts from these actions
have not been included in this cumulative
impacts analysis.

o  Surplus Plutonium Disposition Environ-
mental Impact Statement (DOE 1998b).
This EIS analyzes the activities necessary
to implement DOE’s disposition strategy
for site surplus plutonium. SRS is the
preferred site for a mixed-oxide fuel pro-
duction facility.

Page 5-2, 2™ column, 3™ and 4™ paragraphs, and
Table 5-1 on page 5-3 are replaced with the fol-

lowing:

Table 5-1 summarizes the estimated cumulative
radiological doses to human receptors from ex-
posure to waterborne sources downstream from
the SRS. Liquid effluents from the Site could
contain small quantities of radionuclides that
would be released to SRS streams that are
tributaries of the Savannah River. The exposure
pathways considered in this analysis included
drinking water, fish ingestion, shoreline expo-
sure, swimming, and boating. As discussed in
Section 4.1.2, the Preferred altermative would
result in an annual radiological dose of 0.000015
rem (or 0.015 millirem) to the maximally ex-
posed individual at the SRS boundary from lig-
uid releases.

The estimated cumulative dose from all SRS
activities to the maximally exposed member of
the public from liquid releases would be 0.00029
rem (or 0.29 millirem) per year, well below the
regulatory standard of 4 millirem per year (40
CFR Part 141). Adding the population doses
associated with current and projected SRS ac-

C-56



DOE/EIS-0270

Final, March 1999 Modifications to the Draft APT EIS
Table 5-1. Estimated average annual cumulative radiological doses and resulting health effects to offsite
population from liquid releases.
Offsite population
Maximally exposed
individual 50-mile population
Fatal cancer Collective Latent cancer
Activity Dose* risk® dose’ fatalities!
Accelerator Production of Tritium 1.5x10° 8.2x10° 0.42 2.1x10
Tritium Extraction Facility* 0 0 0 0
Defense Waste Processing Facility 0 0 0 0
Plant Vogtle* 5.4x10° 2.7x10°® 0.0025 1.3x10°
Surplus HEU disposition’ 0 0 0 0
Interim Management of Nuclear Materials* 2.4x10° 1.2x10°® 0.09 4.5x10°
Management of Spent Nuclear Fuel® 5.7x10°% 2.9x10* 0.19 9.5x10%
1995 SRS practices™ 1.4x10™ 7.0x10*® 22 1.1x10°
Rocky Flats Pu Residue® 0 L] 0 0
Surplus Plutonium DispositionP 0 0 0 0
Total 2.9x10" 1.5x107 29 1.4x10°
a. Doseinrem. j- Deleted
b.  Probability of fatal cancer. k. Source: DOE (1995¢).
¢. Dose in person-rem. : L. Deleted
d.  Incidence of excess fatal cancers. m. Source: Amett and Mamatey (1996).
e. Source: DOE (1998a). n. Source: Young (1997), maximum of options.
f. Deleted o. Source: DOE (1997b).
g Source: DOE (1994a). p. Source: DOE (1998b).
h. Source: NRC (1996).
i Source: DOE (1996a), HEU = highly enriched ura-

mum.

tivities would yield a cumulative annual dose of
2.9 person-rem from liquid sources. This trans-
lates into 0.0014 latent cancer fatality for each
year of exposure of the 620,000-person popula-
tion living within a 50-mile radius of the SRS.

Page 5-3, 2nd column, lst paragraph and Ta-
ble 5-2 on page 5-4 are replaced with the fol-
lowing:

Table 5-2 compares the cumulative concentra-
tions of nonradiological air pollutants from the
SRS to Federal and state regulatory standards.
The listed values are the maximum modeled
concentrations that could occur at ground level
at the Site boundary. The data demonstrates that
total estimated concentrations of nonradiological
air pollutants from the SRS, including the con-
tributions from the SRS as a whole and in-
cluding APT, would be below the regulatory
standards at the Site boundary.
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Table 5-2. Estimated maximum nonradiological cumulative ground-level concentrations of criteria and toxic pollutants (micrograms per cubic

meter) at SRS boundary.
Pollutant
Particulate Particulate Total
Carbon Carbon Nitrogen Sulfur Sulfur Sulfur matler matter supended

monoxide  monoxide oxides dioxide dioxide dioxide (<10 microns) (<10 microns) particles
Averaging time 1k 8hr Annual 3br 24 e Annual 24 Annual Aunnual
Waste Management® 31 27 0.79 38 0.81 0.05 4.6 0.1 20
Interim Management of Nuclear 47 11 1.7 0.027 0.0061 0.00038

Materials®

Surplus HEU disposition® 0.14 0.07 0.01 0.7 0.32 0.02 <0.01 <0.01 0.05
SRS baseline? 5,000 630 8.8 690 220 16 81 4.8 43
Management of Spent Nuclear Fuel* 98 1.3 34 0.98 013 0.02 0.13 0.02 0.02
Tritium Supply and Recycling’ 0.8 0.4 0.1 3.8 17 0.1 04 0.02 <0.01
Tritium Extraction Facilily" 36 0.45 0.0055 0.088 0.001 0.00009 0.01 0.00009 0.00016
Rocky Flats Pu Residue® NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
Accelerator Production of Tritiun 6.1 0.76 0.0091 0.13 0.016 0.00014 0.016 0.0003 0.00057
Surplus Plutonium Disposition® 1.3 0.34 0.041 238 1.1 0.078 0.042 0.0026 0.0026
Total 5,100 670 15 700 220 16 86 4.9 45
Regulatory standard 40,000 10,000 100 1,300 365 80 150 50 75
Percent of standard 13 6.7 15 54 60 21 57 9.9 61

Source;: DOE (1995a).
Source: DOE (1995c¢).

Source: DOE (1996a), HEU-highly enriched uranium.

: DOE (19984a).
Source: Young (1997).
Source: DOE (1995b).
Source: DOE (1997b).
Source: DOE (1998b).
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Page 5-4, 1* column, sentences 1 and 2 and Ta-
ble 5-3 on page 5-5 have been replaced with the
following:

DOE also evaluated the cumulative impacts of
airborne radioactive releases in terms of dose to
a maximally exposed individual at the SRS
boundary. Table 5-3 lists the results of this
analysis, using 1995 emissions (1992 for Plant
Vogtle) as the SRS baseline.

Page 5-4, 2™ column, after 1* paragraph insert
the following:

In addition to these airborne releases, the gen-
eration of electricity to power the APT project
would result in the release of greenhouse gases
from the combustion of fossil fuels. It is esti-
mated that the additional carbon dioxide re-
leased from power gencration for APT would
raise the total emissions for the United States by
less than 0.07 percent and globally by less than
0.015 percent for all electricity alternatives ana-
lyzed.

Page 5-4, 2™ column, 2™ paragraph through
page 5-6, 1* column, 1* paragraph and Table 5-4
on page 5-5 replaced with the following:

Table 5-4 lists cumulative volumes of high-
level, low-level, transuranic, hazardous, and
mixed wastes that the SRS would generate. The
values are based on the SRS 30-year expected
waste forecast (WSRC 1994). It also lists waste
forecasts for the APT Preferred alternative. The
30-year waste forecast is based on operations
waste forecasted for existing generators and the
following assumptions: secondary waste from
the Defense Waste Processing Facility, In-Tank
Precipitation, and Extended Sludge Processing
operations addressed in the DWPF EIS (DOE
19942); high-level waste volumes based on the
selected option for the F-Canyon Plutonium
Solutions EIS (DOE 1994b) and the Interim
Management of Nuclear Materials EIS (DOE
1995¢); some investigation-derived wastes han-
dled as hazardous waste in compliance with the
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act; purge
water from well sampling handled as hazardous
waste, and continued receipt of small amounts of
low-level waste from other DOE facilities and
Naval nuclear operations. Waste generated from
decontamination and decommissioning and
planned environmental restoration projects are
not included in the operations waste forecast.

The estimated quantity of waste from operations
in this forecast during the next 30 years would
be 600,000 cubic meters. In addition, waste as-
sociated with environmental restoration and de-
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Table 5-3. Estimated average annual cumulative radiological doses and resulting health effects to offsite
population from airbomne releases.

Offsite population
Maximally exposed individual 50-mile population
Fatal cancer Collective do- Latent cancer

Activity Dose? riskb seC fatalitiesd
Accelerator Production of Tritium 3.7x10°% 1.9x10* 1.6 8.0x10*
Tritium Extraction Facility® 2.0x10° Lox10° 0.77 3.9x10"
Defense Waste Processing Facility8 1.0x10°¢ 5.0x101 0.07 3.6x10°*
Plant Vogtleh 5.4x107 2.7x10° 0.042 2.1x10°
Surplus HEU dispositioni 2.5x10°¢ 1.3x10° 0.16 8.0x10°
Interim Mznagement of Nuclear MaterialsK 9.7x10™ 4.9x107 40 0.02
Management of Spent Nuclear Fuell | 1.5x10° 7.5x10? 0.56 2.8x10"
1995 SRS activities™ 5.0x10° 2.5x10°* 28 0.0014
Rocky Flats Pu Residue® 5.7x10°7 2.3x107" 0.0062 3.1x10¢
Surplus Plutonium Disposition® 4.0x10¢ 2.0x10” 1.6 8.0x10"

Total 11x10° 5.5x10°7 43 0.024
a  Doseinrem. j. Deleted
b. Probability of fatal cancer. k. Source: DOE (1995¢).
¢. Dose in person-rem. L Deleted
d. Incidence of excess fatal cancers. m. Source: Amett and Mamatey (1996).
e. Source: DOE (1998a). n. Source: Young (1997, maximum of options.
f  Source: DOE (1995a). 0. Source: DOE (1997b).
t%. zurce: ggg 832;) p- Source: DOE (1998b).
urce:

i. _ Source: DOE (1996a); HEU = highly enriched uranium.

Table 5-4. Estimated cumulative waste generation from SRS (cubic meters).

Hazardous/

High-level Low-level mixed Transuranic Total
Waste Management® 150,000 340,000 90,000 18,000 600,000
Tritium Extraction Facility® 0 9,300 130 0 9,500
Surplus HEU disposition® 0 2,900 4,000 0 7,000
Rocky Flats Pu Residue* 32 200 0 300 530
Management of Spent Nuclear Fuel' 11,000 140,000 270 3,700 150,000
Accelerator Production of Tritium 0 42,000 390 0 42,000
Surplus Plutonium Disposition® 0 150 37 160 350
D&D wastes™ 0 100,000 310 0 100,310
Total 160,000 530,000 95,000 22,000 1,500,000
a. Source: DOE (1995a). f. Source: Young (1997b).
b. Source: DOE (1993a). g Source: DOE (1998b).
c. Deleted h. Decontamination and decommissioning (including
d. Source: DOE (1996a); HEU = highly enriched uranium. environmental restoration.
e. Source: DOE (1997). i.  Source: England et al. (1997).
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contamination and decommissioning activities
would have a 30-year expected forecast of
100,310 cubic meters (England et al. 1997).
Therefore, the total amount of waste from SRS
activities (exclusive of APT operation) is esti-
mated to be approximately 1,300,000 cubic me-
ters.

Page 5-7, Table 5-5 is_replaced with the follow-
ing table as called out on page 5-6. 2 column,
3" paragraph and Table 5-5a is added:

Table 5-5 lists the cumulative consumption of
electricity from activities at the SRS. The values
are based on annual consumption estimates. Of
the SRS activities, accelerator production of
tritium would place the largest demand on elec-
tricity resources.

Table 5-5a lists the projected environmental im-
pacts from the generation of electricity required
for the SRS activities listed in Table 5-5.

Page 5-9, Table 5-6 is replaced with the follow-

ing table as called out on page 5-8, 1* column,
2 h:

2" paragraph:

Table 5-6 summarizes the cumulative radiologi-
cal health effects of routine SRS operations
based on 1995 data and proposed DOE actions.
The EISs listed in this table describe the impacts
resulting from proposed DOE actions. In addi-
tion to estimated radiological doses to the hy-
pothetical maximally exposed individual and the
offsite population, Table 5-6 lists potential latent
cancer fatalities for the public and workers due
to exposure to radiation. These data demon-
strate that operation of APT will minimally in-
crease cumulative radiation doses to the public
and onsite workers.

Page 5-10. 1* column, 2" paragraph through 2™
column, 2™ paraoraph and Table 5-7 on
page 5-11 are replaced with the following:

Table 5-7 summarizes the estimated cumulative
regional economic and population changes from
construction and operation of the APT facility
(Preferred alternative), a potential $200 million
Treatment and Storage Facility that DOE could
build at the SRS to manage spent nuclear fuel
(Young 1997), the processing of Rocky Flats
scrub alloy, the construction and operation of
mixed-oxide processing facility, and the con-
struction and operation in Aiken County of a
$435 million tire factory by Bridgestone-
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Table S-5. Estimated average annual cumulative electrical consumption. \/
Electricity consumption
Activity (megawatt-hours)

Accelerator Production of Tritium 3,100,000

Tritium Extraction Facility® 21,000

Defense Waste Processing Facilityd 32,000

Surplus HEU disposition® 5,000

Tritium supply and recyclingd 24,000

Interim Management of Nuclear Materials® 140,000

Waste Management N/AS

1993 SRS usageh 660,000

Management of Spent Nuclear Fueli 24,000

Rocky Flats Pu Residue N/AS

Surplus Plutonium Dispositionk 38,000

Total 4,000,000

Source: DOE (1998sa).

Source: DOE (1994a).

Source: DOE (1996), HEU = highly enriched uranium.

Source: DOE (1995b); includes recycling upgrades only.

Source: DOE (1995¢).

Not available in Waste Management EIS.

Deleted.

Source: DOE (1995¢).

Source: Young (1997).

Source: DOE (1997D), information not available on annual basis. However, maximum value of options at SRS is
7,200 M(Wh spread over a multi-year processing campaign. \/
Source: DOE (1993b).

F PR mepogp

Table 5-5a. Environmental impacts from electricity generation required for SRS projected activities.

Factor Value

Air emissions (pounds per year)

Carbon dioxide 8,900,000,000

Sulfur oxides as SO, 2,300,000

Nitrogen oxides as NO, 10,000,000

Volatile organic compounds 2,700,000

Carbon monoxide 8,600,000

Particulate matter (PM,q) 1,800,000
Radicactive emissions (curies) 2,600
Water consumption (acre-feet) 2,700
Liquid radioactive effluent (curies) 25,000
Solid waste (pounds per year)

Ash 41,000,000

Total metals 400,000

Nuclear solid waste 13,000
Additional land use (acres) N/A
Construction employees (work-years) N/A
Operations (employees per year) 290 \_/

N/A = Not applicable.
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Table 5-6. Estimated average annual cumulative radiological doses and resulting health effects to offsite population and facility workers.

Maximally exposed individual Offsite population® Workers
Collective  Collective
Dose from  Dose from dose from  dose from Total Latent Latent
airborne liquid Fatal Cancer airborne liquid  collective  cancer Collective  cancer
Activity releasesb  releasesb  Total Doseb riske releasesd  releasesd dosed fatalitiese dosed fatalities®
Management of Spent Nuclear 1.5x10°  5.7x10°  7.2x10° 3.6x10°® 0.56 0.19 0.75 3.8x10™ 55 0.022
Fuelf
Defense Waste Processing 1.0x10¢ 0 1.0x10¢  5.0x10™° 0.071 0 0071  3.6x10° 120 0.048
Facilityh
Surplus HEU Dispositioni 2.5x10°¢ 0 2.5x106  1.3x10° 0.16 0 0.16 8.0x10° 1 0.0044
Interim Mgmt of Nuclear 9.7x10*  2.4x10°  9.9x104 5.0x107 40 0.09 40 0.02 127 0,051
Materialsk
Plant Vogtlem 5.4x107  54x10°  5.5x10° 2.7x10°* 0.042 0.0025 0.045  22x10° NA NA
1995 SRS Activitiesn 50x10°  1.4x10*  1.9x104 9,5x10°° 28 22 50 0.0025 160 0.64
Tritium Extraction Facilityo 2.0x10°° 0 2.0x10° 1.0x10°® 0.7 0 0.77 3.9x10° 4 1.6x10*
Accelerator Production of Tritium  3.7x10°  1.5x10%  53x10° 2.7x10* 1.6 0.42 20 0.0010 88 3.5x10?
Rocky Flats Pu Residue® 5.7x107 0 57x107  2.8x10°"* 00062 O 0.0062  3.1x10° 76  0.003
Surplus Plutonium Disposition® 4,0x10° 0 4.0x10° 2.0x10” 1.6 0 1.6 0.0008 561 0.22
Total L1x10°  29x10¢  1.4x10° 7.0x107 48 2.9 51 0.025 1,134 1.0

a. Collective dose to the 50-mile (80-kilometer) population for atmospheric releases and to the downstream users of the Savannah River for liquid releases.
b. Doseinrem.
c.  Probability of fatal cancer.
d. Dose in person-rem.
e. Incidence of excess fatal cancers.
f.  Source: Maximum of options Young (1997).
g Deleted.
h. Source: DOE (1994a).
i.  Source: DOE (1996a), HEU = highly enriched uranium.
j.  Deleted.
k. Source: DOE (1995¢c).
. Deleted.
m. Source: NRC (1996).
n. Source: Amett and Mamatey (1996).
o. Source: DOE (1998a).
p. Source: DOE (1997b).
q. Source: DOE (1998b).
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Table 5-7. Cumulative economic and population measures." \/
State and local
Total Personal Gross regional government
Year employment Population income® product” expenditures®
1 93 26 28 44 0.0
2 1,422 447 43.5 74.5 1.3
3 3,191 1,489 99.6 181.7 46
4 4,936 2,931 1,43.1 275.2 92
5 5,593 4,036 1,27.6 249.7 12.8
6 3,692 4,758 1,25.4 246.5 154
7 3,996 5,292 1,22.2 242.1 17.3
8 3,162 5,613 1,144 2345 18.7
9 2,767 5,752 1,06.8 2374 19.3
10 4,992 5,761 1,02.0 2448 19.6
11 4,815 5,672 97.7 2440 19.5
12 4,815 5,554 97.9 2473 19.2
13 4,822 5,449 98.6 250.3 19.0
14 4,869 5,370 100.8 2573 19.0
15 4,914 5318 103.1 264.1 18.9
16 4,955 5,276 105.1 270.7 ' 18.9
17 4,999 5,245 107.4 2776 190
13 5,044 5,224 109.9 2849 19.0
19 5,038 5,208 112.4 2918 19.0
20 2,342 5,193 1147 298.7 19.0
21 2,379 5,184 117.3 306.1 19.1 \/
22 2,410 5,130 119.1 3134 19.2
23 2,444 5,183 121.3 3214 19.3
24 2,474 5,196 1233 3294 19.3
.25 2,500 5,219 1254 337.3 19.6
26 2,525 5,253 127.6 345.2 19.9
27 2,546 5,298 129.7 353.0 20.1
28 2,566 5,354 131.9 360.9 204
29 2,585 5,420 134.1 368.5 20.7
30 2,603 5,495 136.4 376.4 21.1
31 2,621 5,578 139.0 3845 216
32 2,639 5,667 141.6 392.8 220
33 2,656 5,758 144.2 401.0 225
34 2,675 5,851 147.0 409.5 229
35 2,698 5,949 150.3 418.1 23.6
36 2,722 6,053 154.0 427.3 243
37 2,747 6,159 157.9 436.6 249
38 2,773 6,267 161.8 446.1 254
39 2,800 6,373 165.9 4553 26.1

a. Source: REMI (1996);, DOE (1998b).
b. All dollar amounts are millions of 1996 dollars.
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Firestone, Inc., which will employ 800 when
fully operational.

In the case of the scrub alloy activities, no new
facilities would be required. Operations would
be handled by the existing SRS workforce (DOE
1997b). The existing chemical processing can-
yons would be utilized. The mixed-oxide proc-
essing facility, however, could require a peak
workforce of 1,212 employees and could add an
additional 973 indirect jobs. The operational
work force is estimated to be 996; additional
indirect jobs could total 1,781 (DOE 1998b).

During the construction period, average annual
rates of growth for the five economic and popu-
lation measures (Table 5-7) are less than during
the 4-year historical period discussed in Sec-
tion 4.3.2.1. The average annual growth rates
during the construction period for these projects
are 0.47%, 0.7%, and 1.62% for employment,
population, and total personal income, respec-
tively. The growth rates for GRP and state and
local government expenditures are 1.21% and
1.9%. Potential impacts to the regional con-
struction industry would be less than- discussed
in Section 4.4.2.6 for the coal-fired electricity
generating plant, as the tire factory will be com-
pleted and operational before the SRS construc-
tion work force reaches its peak. During the
operational phase of the APT facility, the growth
rates for these measures would be less than the
historical rates.

Chapter 6. Modifications —
Resource Commitments

Page 6-2, 1* column, 2™ paragraph is replaced
with the following:

_In addition to the 250 acres identified above,
construction of the APT could result in the con-
struction of two temporary construction sup-
port facilities: concrete batch plants and a
construction debris landfill. The concrete
batch plant would require about 10 acres
within either of the APT sites. Total land re-
quirements for the landfill would be about
14 acres. The batch plants would utilize ap-
proximately 21 million gallons of water dur-
ing construction. At the end of the operational
life of the temporary facilities, DOE would close
or remove infrastructure in accordance with
permit and regulatory requirements.

Chapter 7. Modifications —
Applicable Laws, Regulations, and
Other Requirements

Page 7-6. 1* column, after 1" paragraph insert
the following:

The South Carolina Solid Waste Policy and
Management Act of 1991, (Section 44-96-10 et
seq.), (SCDHEC Regulation R.61-107 et set)
SCDHEC has received authorization to im-
plement a non-hazardous solid waste man-
agement program in the State of South
Carolina. EPA and SCDHEC regulations
(40 CFR Part 258; SCDHEC R.61-107 et seq)
implement RCRA requirements for the man-
agement and disposal of non-hazardous solid
waste. The regulations include siting criteria
and operating requirements for solid waste
landfills. DOE would be required to obtain a
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Table 7.1. Environmental permits and consultations required by regulation.

Activity/Topic Regulation Requirements Agency
Site Preparation  Federal Clean Water Act Wetlands 404 Permit (determination pending), Stormwater Pollution Prevention USACOE/
(Section 404 and Section 401) Plan for Industrial Activity, Water Quality Certification SCDHEC®
Stormwater Pollution Prevention/Erosion Control Plan for construction activity SCDHEC
WSRC/EPD*
Wastewater Federal Clean Water Act NPDES Permit(s) for Dewatering Basin Discharge, Cooling Water, and Balance SCDHEC
Discharges S.C. Pollution Control Act of Plant Process Wastewater Discharges
Process Wastewater Treatment Systems Construction and Operation Permits SCDHEC
Sanitary Waste Water Pumping Station Tie-in Construction Permit; Permitto ~ SCDHEC
Operate WSRC/EPD
Cooling Water  Federal Clean Water Act 316(a) thermal effects study (determination pending) SCDHEC
Discharges [Section 316(a))
Federal Clean Water Act 316(b) impingement and entrainment study (determination pending) SCDHEC
(Section316(b)]
Air Clean Air Act - NESHAP, Rad Emissions - Permit to construct new emission source (if needed) EPA*
Air Construction and Operation permits — as required. Fire Water Pumps; SCDHEC
Diesel Generators
General source - Stacks, Vents, Concrete batch plant SCDHEC
Air Permit - Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) SCDHEC
Domestic Water  Safe Drinking Water Act Construction and operation permits for line to domestic water system and WSRC/EPD
Construction of APT Water Tower SCDHEC
Waste Resource Conservation and Recover RCRA Pemmit — Radiological Waste Storage Facility SCDHEC
Management Act (RCRA)
S.C. Solid Waste Management Act Construction debris landfill permit SCDHEC
Structures over  Federal Aviation Administration Permit for Structures over 200 feet; APT construction cranes, stacks, water FAA
200 feet (FAA) tower
Historic Archaeological Resource Protection  Excavation or Removal Permit (determination pending), Consultation) Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation Act; National Historic Preservation Preservation; State Historic
Act Preservation Officer
Endangered Endangered Species Act Consultation U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service
Species National Marine Fisheries Service
Migratory Birds  Migratory Bird Treaty Act Consultation U. 8. Fish and Wildlife Service
a. USACOE - United States Army Corps of Engineers.
b. South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control.
c. WSRC/EPD Westinghouse Savannah River Company Enviromnental Protection Department.
d. Environmental Protection Agency.
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permit to construct and operate a construc-
tion debris landfill at the APT site, or to ex-
pand the existing Burma Road Landfill for
disposal of APT generated waste.

Miscellaneous Modifications in the
Draft EIS

Additional Part C References by chapter

Chapter 1

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1997¢c, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement on
Management of Certain Plutonium Residues
and Scrub Alloy Stored at the Rocky Flats
Environmental Technology Site, DOE/EIS-
077D, Washington, D.C.

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1998a, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Construction & Operation of a Tritium
Extraction Facility at the Savannah River
Site, DOE/EIS-0271D, Savannah River
Operations Office, Aiken, South Carolina.

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1998b,
Surplus Plutonium Disposition Environ-
mental Impact Statement, DOE/EIS-0283D,
Washington, D.C.

Chapter 2

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1998, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Construction & Operation of a Tritium
Extraction Facility at the Savannah River
Site, DOE/EIS-0271D, Savannah River
Operations Office, Aiken, South Carolina.

Chapter 3

Amett, M. W. and A. R Mamatey, 1998a,
Savannah River Site Environmental Report
for 1997, WSRC-TR-97-00322,
Westinghouse Savannah River Company,
Aiken, South Carolina.

Amett, M. W. and A. R. Mamatey, 1998b,
Savannah River Site Environmental Data for
1997, WSRC-TR-97-00324, Westinghouse
Savannah River Company, Aiken, South
Carolina.

Brooks, F., 1998, personal communication with
P. R. Moore, Tetra Tech NUS Corporation,
Aiken, South Carolina, "Bald Eagle Use of
Road G Nest,” Savannah River Institute,
New Ellenton, South Carolina, April 30.

Collins, M. R, E. T. Kennedy, and T. I J.
Smith, 1992, “Identification of Critical
Habitats for Shortnose Sturgeon in the
Savannah River,” presented at Acipenser
polydon Workshop, Atlanta, Georgia,
January 28-30.

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1996, The
United States Department of Energy’s Web
Page for Information on Occupational
Radiation Exposure: DOE Radiation
Exposure Monitoring Systems [web page;
updated 10/25/96, http://rems.eh.doc.gov/
rems.htm (accessed 3/25/98)].

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1998, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Construction & Operation of a Tritium
Extraction Facility at the Savannah River
Site, DOE/EIS-0271D, Savannah River
Operations Office, Aiken, South Carolina.

duPont (E.I duPont de Nemours and Company,
Inc.) 1972, Base Floodplain of the Savannah
River Plant (Map), prepared for the U.S.
Atomic Energy Commission, Savannzh
River Plant, Aiken, South Carolina
(Reference for Figure 3-9).
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Hall, J. W,, T. L. J. Smith, and S. D. Lamprecht,
1991, "Movements and Habitats of
Shortnose Sturgeon, Acipenser
brevirostrum, in the Savannah River,"
Copeia, 3, pp. 695-702.

Hart, E. B, J. B. Gladden, J. J. Mayer, and K. K.
Patterson, 1996, Effects of Fluctuating
Water Levels on Bald Eagles at Par Pond
and L Lake, Savannah River Site, WSRC-
TR-95-0396  (Rev. 1), Westinghouse
Savannah River Company, Aiken, South
Carolina, June.

Sprunt, A. and E. B. Chamberlain, 1970, South
Carolina Bird Life, University of South
Carolina Press, Columbia, South Carolina.

SRI (Savannah River Institute), 1998, Biological
Assessment for the Proposed Accelerator
Production of Tritium at the Savannah River
Site, U.S. Forest Service, New Ellenton,
South Carolina, March. :

WSRC  (Westinghouse  Savannah  River
Company), 1998, Savannah River Site
Radiological Performance, 4th Quarter
1997, ESH-SHP-980007, Savannah River
Site, Aiken, South Carolina.

Chapter 4

DeCamp, G., 1998, APT-Bums & Roe, Aiken,
South Carolina, Response to APT Final EIS
- Request for Technical Data, AI98-ESH-
0005, memorandum to R. Reynolds,
Westinghouse Savannah River Company,
January 28.

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1998a, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Construction & Operation of a Tritium
Extraction Facility at the Savannah River
Site, DOE/EIS-0271D, Savannah River
Operations Office, Aiken, South Carolina.

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1998b, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Production of Tritium in a Commercial
Light Water Reactor, DOE/EIS-0288D,
Washington, D.C.

England, J. L., P. Lanik, and S. O. Sheets, 1997,
Accelerator Production of Tritium Pollution
Prevention Design Assessment, Rev. 0,

- WSRC-TR-0260, Westinghouse Savannah
River Company, Aiken, South Carolina,
‘September.

England, J., 1998a, “Augmentation of Previous
Radiological Air and Water Emissions
Estimates from Routine APT Operations,”
SPM-APT-98-0051, interoffice memoran-
dum, Westinghouse Savannah River
Company, Aiken, South Carolina, April 20.

England, J., 1998b, “Environmental Evaluation
of the Modular Design Options,” interoffice
memorandum to B. R. Shedrow,
Westinghouse Savannah River Company,
Aiken, South Carolina, February 3.

England, J., 1998c, “Waste Stream Inventory by
Type and Source - APT/TEF Combination
EIS Format,” interoffice memorandum to
B. R. Shedrow, Westinghouse Savannah
River Company, Aiken, South Carolina,
February 17.

Hunter, C. H,, 1997, “Non-Radiological Air
Quality Modeling for the Accelerator
Production of Tritium (APT) Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS),” SRT-NTS-
970277, interoffice memorandum to C. B.
Shedrow, Westinghouse Savannah River
Company, Aiken, South Carolina.

Simpkins, A. A., 1998, “APT Routine Release
Environmental Dosimeter Calculations-
Stack Height = 80m™ SRT-EST-98-241,
interoffice memorandum to C. B. Shedrow,
Westinghouse Savannah River Company,
Aiken, South Carolina, April 22.

Stalmaster, M. W, 1987, The Bald Eagle,
Universe Books, New York.

Stephenson, D. E. and J. Thibault, 1997, APT
Ground-Water Flow Modeling at the
Proposed Accelerator Production of Tritium
Site Number 2,” PECD-565-97-0250 letter
report, Westinghouse Savannah River Site,
Aiken, South Carolina, October 1.
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Chapter § duction of Tritium at the Savannah River

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1997b, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement on
Management of Certain Plutonium Residues
and Scrub Alloy Stored at the Rocky Flats
Environmental Technology Site, DOE/EIS-
0277D, Washington, D.C.

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1997c,
Environmental Assessment for the Tritium
Facility Modernization and Consolidation
Project at the Savannah River Site,
DOE/EA-1222, Savannah River Operations
Office, Aiken, South Carolina.

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 19982, Draft
Environmental Impact Statement for the
Construction & Operation of a Tritium
Extraction Facility at the Savannah River
Site, DOE/EIS-0217D, Savannah River
Operations Office, Aiken, South Carolina.

DOE (U.S. Department of Energy), 1998b,
Surplus Plutonium Disposition Environ-
mental Impact Statement, DOE/EIS-0283D,
Washington, D.C.

Corrections

e Correction to Chapter 2 reference: WSRC
(1996b) to Wike et al. (1996). Wike, L. D.,
D. B. Moore-Shedrow, C B. Shedrow, 1996,
Site Selection for the Accelerator for Pro-

Site, Rev. 1, WSRC-TR-96-0279, Westing-
house Savannah River Company, Aiken,
South Carolina, October.

Correction to Chapter 3 reference: change
WSRC (1996b) to Wike et al. (1996). Wike,
L. D., D. B. Moore-Shedrow, C B. Shedrow,
1996, Site Selection for the Accelerator for
Production of Tritium at the Savannah River
Site, Rev. 1, WSRC-TR-96-0279, Westing-
house Savannah River Company, Aiken,
South Carolina, October.

In the text box on page 4-3 the EPA drink-
ing water standard is 4 millirem per year.

Correction to Chapter 4, Section 4.1.5 refer-
ence: Shedrow (1997a) should be England
et al. (1997).

The section callout in the second paragraph,
page 4-54, 2™ Column, should be 3.3.2
rather than 3.2.2.

Correction to Chapter 4 Reference: Hunter,
C.H,, 1997, “Nonradiological Air Quality
Calculations for the Accelerator Production
of Tritium (APT) Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS),” SRT-NTS-97/0277, inter-
office memorandum to C. B. Shedrow,
Westinghouse Savannah River Company,
Aiken, South Carolina, September 10.
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PART D. POTENTIAL APT DESIGN VARIATIONS AND MITIGATION
ACTIONS (ADDITIONS TO CHAPTER 4 OF THE DRAFT APT EIS)

Page 4-81, add after Table 4-43.

4.5 Potential Environmental
Impacts of the APT Design
Variations

4.5.1 Modular or Staged APT
Configuration

DESCRIPTION OF DESIGN VARIATION

The modular accelerator could be developed in
two stages: the first stage could support tritium
production levels less than the 3 kg production
goal quantity and provide a beam energy of about
1,030 MeV; the second stage could support pro-
duction levels the same as the baseline accelera-
tor and provide a beam energy of about
1,700 MeV. The Department could stop con-
struction after completion of the first stage and
produce less than the current 3 kg production
goal quantity. This would allow DOE to support
reduced production requirements, yet provide the
potential for increased production by completing
stage two of the accelerator.

The same accelerator architecture would be used:
a normmal-conducting low-energy linac injecting
into a superconducting high-energy linac (de-
scribed in Section 2.3.2 of the Draft EIS). The

accelerator current would be 100 mA for both
stages. As with the baseline APT, the modular
accelerator (both stage one and two) would be
comprised of the following preferred design fea-
tures:

e Klystron radiofrequency power tubes

e Super conducting operation of accelerator
structures

e Helium-3 feedstock material
e Mechanical-draft cooling towers with river
water makeup

s Construction of the modular APT on a 250-
acre site 3 miles northeast of the Tritium
Loading Facility

¢ Purchase of electricity from existing capacity
and market transactions

Also as with the baseline APT, alternative design
and support systems for both the stage one and
stage two modular APT include:

« Inductive output radiofrequency power tubes

¢ Room-temperature operation of some electri-
cal components

¢ Lithium-6 feedstock material




Potential APT Design Variations
and Mitigation Actions

DOE/EIS-0270
Final, March 1999

® Once-through cooling using river water; me-
chanical-draft cooling towers with ground-
water makeup; K-Area cooling tower with
river water makeup

o Construction of the modular APT on a site
2 miles portheast of the Tritium Loading Fa-
cility

o Construction of a new generating plant for
electricity

In the first stage, after being accelerated to design
levels, the beam would be steered through a 90-
degree angle in the direction of the high-energy
beamstop, and then bent into the target/blanket
building. This is conceptually shown in Figure
4-14, The target/blanket building would be sized
to handle the full goal quantity production level
of 3kg, but the equipment actually installed

could be sized to accommodate whatever pro-
duction level is selected. The high energy beam
stop would be designed to accommodate
2 percent of the beam power at full production
levels (the same as the baseline accelerator). The
target, decoupler, and blanket would be designed
to optimize tritium production at the corre-
sponding beam energy. The modular design
would include a full production-capacity tritium
separation facility (WSRC 1997).

INCREASING TRITIUM PRODUCTION

As previously mentioned, under the modular con-
cept, development and operation could be at a
production level less than 3 kg per year (stage
one). Should national defense requirements in-
crease, additional tritium production could be
supported by the second stage of construction
and operation.

2% Beamstop

Target/Blanket

R=54.4m

1,030 MeV (less than 3.0 kg) Linac & Transport

R=27.2m -
01% Beamstop y*sam } 2989 »le 214 7>t 235.1
45.0m High$ SCLinac Medium$ SCLinac NC Linac
2% Beamstop
8 1,700 MeV (3.0 kg) Linac & Transport
Target/Blanket
R=54.4m
R=27.2m
227.2m \
l 253.1m | _A
1030.0Me 211.4MeV

U A Ry SN [N ANA L SR LA L S AN SN
fefeste 57.8nr o 2147} 2354 m—=}
34.2n High$ SClinac Medium$ SCLinac NCLinac

Figure 4-14. Conceptual design of modular APT.
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In the second stage, the beam tunnel could be
extended and additional cryomodules could be
installed to reach the desired beam energy level.
After the last of the cryomodules, the beam
would be bent 180 degrees and travel down a
parallel beam transport tunnel until joining the
first stage beam line to the beamstop and first
stage target blanket building (see Figure 4-14).
Increasing the production level beyond the first
stage would require the installation of an appro-
priately sized target/blanket and supporting
equipment in the target/blanket building. Since it
only has to contain magnets, vacuum system, and
beam diagnostics, this offset transport tunnel
would have a much smaller cross section than the
baseline linac tunnel.

IMPACTS FROM MODULAR OR STAGED
CONSTRUCTION

This section describes representative environ-
mental impacts that could occur from construct-

ing and operating the APT in a modular or staged

manner. The following sections provide an esti-
mate of how environmental impacts for the base-
line APT would vary for both stage one and stage
two, if the modular approach is implemented.

From a construction impacts standpoint, the
stage one accelerator would have less impacts
than the baseline accelerator because there would
initially be onec less cryogen and mechanical
building and the tunnel would be about 1,000 feet
shorter than for the baseline accelerator. The
differences are, however, relatively small since
the stage one design would need to support add-
ing the second stage. Consequently, the tar-
get/blanket, tritium  separation, operations,
module staging, waste, and maintenance build-
ings would be built to the 3 kg goal quantity.

The equipment used in the stage one or stage two
accelerator would be identical to that used for the
baseline accelerator. This includes the injector,
beam tube components, radiofrequency generat-
ing equipment, beam focusing and feedback
equipment, cryogenic equipment, and beam
stops. The only differences would be in quantity
and physical layout. For example, upgrading of

the stage one accelerator to stage two would add .
additional acceleration modules at the high en-
ergy end with associated power, control, and
cooling equipment for the new sections of the
facility.

On the operational side, all waste and emission
streams would also be less for the stage one ac-
celerator because of the reduced amount of mate-
rial being produced. Operating at the stage one
level would reduce electricity consumption, rely
on a smaller cooling system, and consequently
result in less heated water discharges.

Adding stage two for most construction and op-
erational factors considered would be the same
as, or in some instances exceed, the potential im-
pacts estimated for the baseline APT. The tunnel
would require expansion, equipment would be
added, and more tritium would be produced.

Table 4-43 compares the stage one and two ac-
celerator to the baseline APT for the preferred
configuration described on page D-1 of the Final
APT EIS. Table 4-44 summarizes the principal
differences between altematives. The potential
environmental effects of replacing a preferred
design feature with one of its alternatives are the
same regardless of which modular approach is
taken (stage one and stage two). Since the
modular or staged accelerator would use the
same technology options as the baseline accel-
erator, the relationship of the impacts of alterna-
tive design features to the preferred design
features do not change. The potential impacts
associated with the design alternatives (e.g., ex-
changing super conducting for room temperature)
are independent of the impacts associated with
other elements comprising the Preferred altema-
tive. This approach enables a comparison of im-
pacts, and enables the decisionmaker to evaluate
the impacts of combining the relative percentage
increases or decreases for selected alternatives.

While exchanging a preferred alternative for one
of its alternatives in the modular or staged accel-
crator is no different than doing so for the
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Table 4-43. Differences between the baseline APT and the modular APT. </
Stage one Modular Stage two Modular
APT* APT*
Resource Baseline APT (1,030 MeV) (1,700 MeV)
Construction impacts
Land use Land clearing and NC® NC
grading of 250 acres
Construction debris 30,000 cubic meters -10% +10%
Groundwater Dewatering required Less NC
Industrial wastewater 3.6 million gallons NC +10%
Sanitary waste 560 cubic meters NC NC
Peak work force 1,400 -10%° NC
Operational impacts
Landforms, soils, geology Negligible impacts NC NC
Groundwater May use some NC NC
groundwater
Surface water needs 6,000 gallons/minute -10% NC
Surface water releases 2,000 gallons/minute -10% NC
Air
Radiological emissions
Tritium oxide 30,000 curies/year NC NC
Carbon-11 250 curiesfyear NC NC
Argon-41 2,000 curies/year NC NC
Beryllium-7 0.02 curies/year NC NC
Iodine-125 2.7x10” curies/year NC NC
Waste Management (annual
production)
Radioactive wastewater 140,000 gallons/ year -10% +10%
Nonradioactive process 920 million gal- -10% +10%
wastewater lons/year
Sanitary wastewater 3.3 million gallons/year -10% +10%
Hazardous waste 1.0 cubic meter/year -10% +10%
Low-level waste 1,400 cubic meters/year -10% +10%
Public and Worker Health
Annual radiation dose to the MEI 0.052 mrem/year NC NC
Annual collective radiation dose 2.0 person-rem/year NC NC
to the population
Population latent cancer fatalities 1.0x10” NC NC
Uninvolved worker dose 1.7x10° rem/year NC NC
Collective involved worker dose 72 person rem/year NC NC
Ecology Some habitat distur- NC NC
bance
Workforce 500 NC NC
Electricity 3,100,000 megawatt- 32% NC
hoursfyear

a. Source: England (1998b).
b. NC=No change.
¢. Source: Morris (1998).

Note:  The design features which comprise the Preferred alternative for the baseline accelerator are the same for

cither the stage one or two modular accelerator. The difference in potential impacts described on Ta-
ble 2-4 would equally apply to either the stage one or stage two APT.
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Once-throngh using K-area cooling
Inductive output Room using river water groundwater as tower using river Construct nevw
tube temperature Lithtum-6 as makeup meakeup water as makeup Alternate site plant
e 7% cooling -9% sanitary Slight decrease | » Higher water e Alter » Additional ® Lessdewatering | ® Require about
water required waste inlow temperatures groundwater piping would be during 110 acres for
for operations 6% probability and water flow patterns required construction natural gas; 290
occupational accident doses levels in and compaction e Potential acres for coal
injuries during +8% increase in receiving water construction e About 1,100
construction low-level bodies runoff to Pen additional
About 100 few radioactive e +2000% Branch via construction
construction waste increase in Indian Grave jobs
jobs +25% increase nonradioactive Branch e About 200
+33% cooling in special case process e -20% estimated additional
water required orhigh wastewater traffic fatalities operations jobs
for operations concentration * Greater during s Carbon dioxide
+37% increase waste potential for construction emissions could
in non- impingement/ raise the total
radioactive entrainment emission in the
process due to Jarger U.S. by about
wastewater water volumes 0.07%; globally
<0.015%

e Specific
impacts would
depend on the
type of plant
built and its
location

a. The above table summarizes the principal differences expected if an alternative is exchanged for a Preferred Alternative. The potential environmental impacts of the
Preferred alternatives are presented on Table 4-43 and compared to the APT baseline accelerator. The Preferred alternatives for the baseline accelerator and both stage 1 and
stage 2 of the modular accelerator are the same; superconducting operating temperature, klystron radiofrequency power tubes, helium-3 feedstock material, mechanical-draft
cooling towers with river water makeup, purchase of required electricity, and location on a site 3 miles northeast of the Tritium Loading Facility.
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baseline accelerator, there are some noted varia-
tions in potential impacts based upon tritium
production levels (stage one and stage two).

The following sections describe how the potential
environmental impacts of operating a modular
APT would differ from those estimated for the
baseline APT. Each section also includes a dis-
cussion of how the potential environmental im-
pacts would vary among each of the alternatives
considered.

Landforms, Soils, Geology, and Hydrogeology

Construction

Differences from baseline APT: The layout of
the buildings for the modular APT is somewhat
different from the baseline APT (see Fig-
ures 4-15 and 4-16). The modular APT footprint
would be slightly wider than the baseline foot-
print; however, the total area required would re-
main less than the 250 acres needed for the
baseline footprint. This change in footprint
shape brings into the APT site both soil and for-
est areas that were not described in the Draft
APT EIS. These areas have the same character-
istics as the arecas previously described in the
Draft EIS. The impacts would be the same as
for the baseline APT.

In terms of groundwater effects, the stage one
accelerator would result in less dewatering be-
cause of the shorter tunnel length. Conversely,
adding stage two would increase the tunnel length
and require more dewatering than for the baseline
APT.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: Other than less dewatering required for
the alternative site, none of the altematives for
the modular APT would result in different im-
pacts from those expected for the Preferred alter-
native.

Operations

Differences from baseline APT: The Draft
APT EIS identified two actions during operations

that could affect geologic resources: extraction
of groundwater for cooling and creation of radio-
active material in the groundwater. Since the
cooling requirements for the stage two accelera-
tor would be the same as the baseline APT, the
potential impacts would be the same. The stage
one accelerator, however, would require about
10 percent less cooling water (for the groundwa-
ter makeup alternative) and commensurately
lower impacts than the bascline or stage two
APT. Similarly, because the groundwater acti-
vation is from beam leakage, a lower beam en-
ergy would also result in less groundwater
activation potential.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: Other than the potential impact on
groundwater flow and clay compaction from us-
ing groundwater as a cooling water source, none
of the alternatives for the modular APT would
result in different impacts from those expected
for the Preferred alternative.

Surface Water Resources

Construction

Differences from baseline APT: As was de-
scribed in the Draft APT EIS, surface water
would not be used in the construction of the fa-
cility. Likewise, surface water would not be used
in construction of the modular APT. Therefore,
there would be no change from the impact of the
baseline APT.

Discharge of construction runoff to nearby
streams for either the bascline APT or the
modular APT could result in short-term increases
in solids to the receiving water bodies, but over
all should result in negligible impacts.

Differences between modular alternatives:
Other than discharges to Pen Branch via Indian
Grave Branch, none of the alternatives for the
modular APT would result in different impacts
from those expected for the Preferred alternative.
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L.

Baseline
APT Footprint]

DOE-SR APT EIS/Pubsonly/APT-AbriAGrtx_D/4-15com.ai

\_~  Figure 4-15. Comparison of Baseline APT Footprint to Modular APT Footprint at the preferred site.
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Accelerator tunnel 11 Maintenance building

RF gallery 12 RF tube maintenance facility

Targetblanket building 13 Mechanical support buildings (3)

Tritium sep. fac. building 14 Simulator & training building

Beamstop building 15 Fire pumphouse & water storage

Radwaste facility 16 Demineralizer buliding

Administration building 17 Security building
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Operations

Differences from baseline APT: Potential sur-
face water effects that were analyzed for the
baseline APT were withdrawal and discharge of
volumes of water that could affect ambient con-
ditions or remobilize sediments, and discharge of
wastewater or heated effluent. As the heat dissi-
pation requirements for the stage two APT are
the same as for the bascline APT, there would be
po change in the surface water effects beyond
those already analyzed in the Draft APT EIS.
The stage one accelerator would have water
withdrawal requirements that are about
10 percent less than for the bascline APT, and
would also result in comparable reductions of
radioactive and nonradioactive effluents to sur-
face water. The reductions would result in lower
heat dissipation requirements because of smaller
operational requirements.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: As with the baseline APT, potential im-
pacts would vary by alternative. Selection of the
inductive output tube alternative would require
7 percent less cooling water than the Preferred
alternative. Conversely, selection of the Room
Temperature alternative would require 33 percent
more cooling water than the Preferred alternative.
Selection of the Once-Through-Cooling alterna-
tive would result in higher temperatures and wa-
ter levels in surrounding water bodies. No other
alternatives would differ from the Preferred al-
ternative in terms of potential impacts.

Air Resources
Construction

Differences from baseline APT: Construction
of the modular APT would generate dust and
release exhaust gases from construction equip-
ment just as for the baseline APT. While the
amount of construction for the stage two APT
would be marginally higher due to the construc-
tion of the parallel beam transport tunnel, the
construction would be spread out over a longer
construction period. Since the stage one APT
would have fewer structures and a shorter tunnel

length, the generation of fugitive dust and vehicle
emissions would also be less. As a result, the
impacts on air resources from construction are
not expected to exceed those impacts already
analyzed for the bascline APT.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: None of the alternatives for the modular
APT would result in different impacts from those
expected for the Preferred alternative.

Operations

Differences from baseline APT: Operational
releases from APT are dominated by releases
from the full-scale tritium separation facility. As
this facility would be included in the design of
both the stage one and stage two accelerator, re-
leases of radiological effluents from both the
stage one and stage two APT would not differ
from those projected for the baseline APT (see
Table 4-43). As a result, corresponding offsite
and onsite consequences also would not differ
from those for the bascline APT.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: As with the baseline APT, potential envi-
ronmental impacts by alternative would vary.
Selection of the Lithium-6 Feedstock alternative
would result in 7 percent more radiation exposure
and associated latent cancer fatalities. Selection
of the alternate site would result in 11 percent
more radiation exposure and associated latent
cancer fatalities. None of the other alternatives
would differ from what is expected for the Pre-
ferred alternative.

Land use and Infrastructure
Construction

Differences from baseline APT: Land use
changes, including road access, water lines,
cooling water blowdown discharge lines, and rail
lines would not differ from the baseline APT.
The unused land in the baseline APT footprint
after stage one construction would be reserved
for future expansion and would not be available
for other uses.
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Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: Other than the construction of piping to
K-Area for the cooling of APT using the K-
Reactor cooling tower, none of the other modular
APT alternatives would differ from what would
be expected for the Preferred alternative.

Operations

Differences from baseline APT: Utility re-
quirements (water and electricity) for the stage
two APT would not differ from the baseline
APT. Utility requirements for the stage one ac-
celerator would be reduced (by about 135 MWe)
due to the smaller number of acceleration mod-
ules and magnets required. Cooling water re-
quirements for the stage one accelerator would be
about 10 percent less than the baseline APT as
less electricity use corresponds to less heat that
needs to be dissipated.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: Other than the increased electricity use
(23 percent) for the Room Temperature alterna-
tive, the impacts of the other modular APT alter-
natives would not differ from the Preferred
alternative.

Waste Generation
Construction

Differences from baseline APT: The stage two
APT would require slightly more material to con-
struct than the baseline APT would due to the
construction of beam transport tunnels not re-
quired for the baseline APT. Corresponding con-
struction wastes and industrial wastewater are
expected to be about 10 percent higher than the
baseline APT. Sanitary solids and sanitary
wastewater generated during construction of the
stage two APT would be no more than 5 percent
greater than for the baseline APT. Construction
of the stage one accelerator would result in de-
creases from the baseline APT for sanitary
wastes (solids and wastewater) and construction
debris of 10 percent due to construction of fewer
and smaller facilities.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: Other than the decreased sanitary waste (9
percent) from construction of the Room Tem-
perature alternative, the impacts of other modular
alternatives would not differ from the Preferred
alternative,

Operations

Differences from baseline APT: Operational
wastes (excluding sanitary wastes but including
process wastewater) from the stage two APT are
expected to be about 10 percent higher than the
baseline APT. This is based upon increased fa-
cility size. Sanitary wastes are related to the size
of facility staff and would be unchanged for the
stage two accelerator. Operational wastes from
the stage one accelerator would be 10 percent
lower due to the lower production level.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: As with the baseline APT, the potential
impacts would vary by alternative. Selection of
the Room Temperature alternative or the Once-
Through-Cooling alternative would increase non-
radioactive process wastewater by 37 and 2000
percent over the Preferred alternative respec-
tively. Selection of the Lithium-6 Feedstock al-
ternative would increase low-level radioactive
waste by 8 percent over the Preferred alternative
as well as increasing special case or high con-
centration waste under evaluation by 25 percent.
All other impacts would not differ from the Pre-
ferred alternative.

Human Health
Construction
Differences from baseline APT: The impacts

analyzed in the Draft APT EIS were the pro-
jected increase in fatal traffic accidents from the

construction traffic, the exposure to nonradi-

ological constituents, and the projected increase
in occupational injuries. Traffic accidents and
occupational injuries are assumed to be propor-
tional to workforce size. As the total work ef-
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fort (person-years) in constructing the stage two
APT is about the same as for the baseline APT,
fatal traffic accidents and occupational injuries
are also projected to be about the same.

The construction effort would be approximately
the same as for the baseline APT, and thus would
not change the effect from nonradiological con-
stituents from that analyzed for the baseline
APT. Construction of the stage one accelerator
would require less worker time than the baseline
APT, with corresponding reductions in expected
traffic accidents and occupational injuries.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: As with the baseline APT, the potential
impacts of the modular APT would vary by al-
ternative.  Selection of the Room Temperature
alternative would result in 6 percent fewer occu-
pational injuries than the Preferred alternative.
Also, construction at the alternate site would re-
sult in 20 percent fewer traffic fatalities. None of
the other altematives would result in impacts dif-
ferent from those expected for the Preferred al-
ternative.

Operations

Differences from baseline APT: As discussed
previously under air resources, the annual efflu-
ents for either the stage one or stage two APT
would be the same as for the bascline APT. Asa
result, human health consequences from releases
from the stage one or stage two APT would be
the same as the baseline APT.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: None of the alternatives differ in potential
impacts from those expected for the Preferred
alternative.

Accidents

Differences from baseline APT: Accident im-
pacts depend upon the amount of radioactive or
hazardous material available to be released to the
environment. As the stage two APT would

have the same source term for accidenta! release,
there would be no difference in accident conse-
quences from the accidents postulated for the
bascline APT. The stage one accelerator would
have a full-sized Tritium Separation Facility
(TSF). Since the largest contributors to offsite
consequences would be releases from the TSF,
there would be no change in the postulated acci-
dent consequences for the stage one accelerator
from the baseline APT.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: Other than minor decreases in accident
doses for low probability eveats for the Lithium-
6 Feedstock alternative, the potential impacts of
the other alternatives would not differ from the
Preferred alternative.

Ecology
Construction

Differences from baseline APT: There would
be essentially no differences in the potential im-
pacts to ecological resources for either the stage
one or stage two APT. Habitat disturbance areas
would vary very little.

Differences between modualar APT alterna-
tives: None of the altermatives for the modular
APT would differ from those expected for the
Preferred alternative.

Operations

Differences from baseline APT: There would
be no differences in the potential impacts to eco-
logical resources for either the stage one or stage
two APT.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: Other than the impact of higher water lev-
els and water temperatures and some fish
impingement and entrainment in the Savannah
River for the Once-Through-Cooling alternative,
none of the other alternatives would result in im-
pacts different from what would be expected for
the Preferred alternative.
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Socioeconomics 4.5.2 Tritium Extraction Within the
. APT

Construction

Differences from baseline APT: The construc-
tion of the stage two APT would not change the
socioeconomic impacts from those already ana-
lyzed for the baseline APT. The socioeconomic
impacts of the stage one accelerator would be
less than for the bascline APT by about
10 percent because of a smaller construction
work force.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: As with the baseline APT, potential im-
" pacts would vary by alternative. Selection of the
Room Temperature alternative would result in
about 100 fewer jobs. Construction of a power
plant for APT electricity needs would result in
about 1,100 additional jobs. None of the other
alternatives would result in impacts different
from what would be expected for the Preferred
altemative.

Operations

Differences from baseline APT: The opera-
tional workforce would be the same for both the
stage one and stage two accelerator. ‘There
would therefore be no difference from the base-
line APT.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: Other than about 200 additional jobs from
a constructed power plant for APT, none of the
alternatives on the modular APT would not differ
from the Preferred alternative.

Environmental Justice

Differences from baseline APT: As with the
baseline APT, differential impacts to minority
and low-income communitics from either the
stage one or two APT or the baseline accelerator
are not expected.

Differences between modular APT alterna-
tives: None of the alternatives differ from the
Preferred alternative.

The following sections summarize the tritium
extraction within the APT design variation and
the potential environmental impacts. Unless oth-
erwise noted, the information is taken from the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Con-
struction and Operation of a Tritium Extraction
Facility at the Savannah River Site (DOE 1998).

The impacts described would apply equally to the
baseline APT and the stage one and stage two
modular APT.

Description of Design Variation

If APT is selected as the primary source of trit-
ium and commercial light-water reactor (CLWR)
is selected as the backup technology, the ability
to extract tritium from CLWR targets (and from
targets of similar design that could be irradiated
in APT) still would be required. A reasonable
approach would be to incorporate the tritium ex-
traction capabilities with APT. This section de-
scribes structural modifications to APT that
would be necessary to incorporate the furnaces
and processes to extract tritium from CLWR tar-
gets or targets of similar design. The initial dis-
cussion of this option appeared in the draft APT
EIS.

The Draft APT EIS stated that "the two proc-
esses — target rod extraction and helium-3 tritium
extraction -~ could not operate concurrently."
This statement was based on preliminary discus-
sions between the two project groups, adminis-
trative limits of trittum production based on
expected impacts, and a lack of complete data on
the combined facility. Since the draft EIS was
published, DOE has further refined the combo
design and now believes that both processes
could be operated simuitancously. However, in
no case would DOE exceed 3 kilograms of trit-
ium per year production, regardless of the
method or combination of methods of production.
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The most significant difference between the two
extraction processes that would necessitate modi-
fication of the Tritium Separation Facility is that
the helium-3 feedstock process would extract
small amounts of tritium along with other gases
while CLWR targets would be processed in
batches that would generate larger amounts of
tritium-containing gases. Whenever the APT is
operating, the helium/hydrogen/ tritium mixture
would be piped to the Tritium Separation Facil-
ity. CLWR targets would be processed through
an extraction furnace in batches of 300 and the
tritium-containing gases would be pulled out of
the furnace and piped to the separation facility.
Other modifications would be storage space for
as many as 4,200 targets and two extraction fur-
naces because high temperatures are required to
drive the tritium-containing gases from the
CLWR targets (CLWR target-processing to ex-
tract tritium described in Appendix A of the
Draft TEF EIS).

To accommodate extracting tritium from CLWR
targets, the Target Blanket Building would be
expanded 48 feet along the length of its canyon.
This extension would house all activities related
to CLWR target receiving, storage, preparation,
and heating. Because the targets are highly radio-
active, all handling would be done remotely and
the remote-handling areas would be shielded for
worker protection.

All separation/purification processes would be
done in the Tritium Separation Facility, regard-
less of the source of the tritium. To accommo-
date larger amounts of tritium-containing gases
from CLWR targets, the capacity of several pro-
cesses would require expansion. More nonradio-
active helium-4 would require a bigger offgas
system. A larger water cracking system would
be needed to separate the larger amounts of trit-
ium from other hydrogen isotopes, and the
greater amount of tritiated water generated would
require larger zeolite beds for storage.

The environmental impacts of operating APT
while extracting tritium from CLWR targets are
presented in this section. Impacts of the com-
bined facility are compared to the impacts of

APT alone. The analysis of incremental impacts
from extracting tritium from CLWR targets at
the same location and time that APT is operating
was first presented in the Draft EIS Construction
and Operation of a Tritium Extraction Facility
at the Savannah River Site (DOE 1998).

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS OF CONSTRUCTING THE
COMBINED FACILITY

The additional construction required for a com-
bined facility would not necessitate an earlier
start date or a longer period of construction. As
a result of design efficiencies, the combined fa-
cility would be constructed with approximately
the same work force as the APT alone. Materials -
and the construction workforce would increase
by less than 5 percent of APT alone. Construc-
tion would involve no hazards beyond those al-
ready identified for APT. Therefore, no change
in the number of traffic fatalities or occupational
injuries as a result of construction would be ex-
pected. No changes in socioeconomics impacts
would be expected.

The original footprint of APT would remain un-
changed. Therefore, DOE would not expect the
construction of the combined facility to incur
effects greater than 5 percent above construction
of APT alone on the following resources: land-
forms, soils, geology, groundwater, surface wa-
ter, air, infrastructure, waste management,
cultural or aesthetic resources, or noise. Because
the combined facility would be a small addition
to the entire APT project, DOE would expect no
impacts beyond those already identified for eco-
logical resources (terrestrial resources, aquatic
resources, wetland resources, and threatened and
endangered species).

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS OF OPERATING THE
COMBINED FACILITY

Combining the two facilities would not require
large changes in the operational envelope origi-
nally presented for APT. No additional land
would be required. No effects on landforms,

D-13



Potential APT Design Variations
and Mitigation Actions

DOE/EIS-0270
Final, March 1999

soils, noise, or aesthetics beyond those identified
for APT would occur. Permitted non-
radiological emissions to air would be within
limits for APT alone. The combined facility
would not require a larger workforce than APT
alone, therefore, there would be no increased de-
mand for potable water or wastewater treatment
capacity, and no increase in sanitary waste dis-
charges beyond that already identified for APT
alone (Table 4-45).

Extracting 3 kilograms per year of tritium from
CLWR targets would require a slight increase in
radiocactive process wastewater. Radioactive
process wastewater would increase by 8 percent
over the basecline APT. Electricity use at the
combined facility would be no more than the
baseline APT.

Releases of radicactive gases would increase.
The annual releases from the combined facility
would be no more than 35,000 curies of tritium
oxide, 4.2x10”° curies of carbon-14, and small
amounts of other radioactive isotopes, including
iodine-125 and beryllium-7, based on a maxi-
mum of 3 kilograms of tritium produced per
year. This represents an increase of 17 percent
for tritium. All carbon-14 and cobalt-60 releases
would be the result of processing CLWR targets
(Table 4-45).

These increases would increase doses to the un-
involved worker by 15 percent to the maximally
exposed offsite individual (MEI) by 12 percent
and to the population by 10 percent. Doses to
the involved worker are administratively con-
trolled and would not increase with the expanded
facility, however the collective worker dose
would increase by 4 person-rem per year.
Population latent cancer fatalities would increase
by 10 percent (Table 4-45).

The combined facility would produce similar
waste streams, but there would be an additional
330 cubic meters of radioactive low-level solid
waste and an additional 2 cubic meters of haz-
ardous waste produced annually (Table 4-45).

Greater accident consequences would be ex-
pected from the combined facility because of the
additional tritium in the stored CLWR targets
(Table 4-46).

4.5.3 Direct Discharge of Cooling
Water

In the Draft EIS, DOE evaluated the potential
impacts of discharging once-through cooling
water (under the Once-Through Cooling Water
alternative) and cooling tower blowdown (under
the Mechanical-Draft Cooling Tower alternative)
to the Par Pond system. Under these alternatives,
the heated discharge would flow first into Pond 2,
and then through engineered canals to Pond 5 and
Pond C, and finally enter Par Pond. In response
to concemns voiced by agency commenters about
possible impacts to plant and animal communi-
ties in Ponds 2 and 5, DOE has evaluated a new
cooling water system design variation. Under
this new “Discharge to Pond C” design variation,
the heated discharge would be piped south from
the APT facility along existing Roads E-2, E,
and 6, then east along Road G, ultimately dis-
charging to the canal between Pond 5 and Pond C
(Figure 4-17).

Construction

Because the “Discharge to Pond C” design
variation would route pipelines down existing
roads and rights-of-way, minimal land clearing
would be required for pipeline corridors. As a
result, there would be minimal loss of wildlife
habitat and no habitat fragmentation associated
with building the discharge pipeline. Impacts to
air quality, soils, and surface water from pipeline
construction would be minor and mitigated to the
extent practicable by employing appropriate dust
control, soil conservation, and erosion control
measures. Construction impacts from the “Dis-
charge to Pond C” design variation would be
small, essentially the same as those expected un-
der the Preferred Configuration.
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Operations than Pond 2, DOE performed calculations to es-

. timate the heat rejection capacity of Pond C
To analyze the operational impacts of discharg- (Willison 1998b). The analysis indicated that

ing cooling tower blowdown to Pond C rather
Table 4-45. Differences between operating APT alone and in combination with CLWR extraction fur-

naces."

Resource APT Combination Facility
Landforms, soils, geology No impacts NC*
Groundwater May use some groundwater NC
Surface water needs 6,000 gallons/minute NC
Surface water releases 2,000 gallons/minute NC
Waste Management (annual production)
Radioactive wastewater 140,000 gallons/year +8%
Nonradioactive process wastewater 920 million gallons/year NC
Sanitary wastewater 3.3 million gallons/year NC
Hazardous waste 1.0 cubic meter/ year +200%
Low-level waste 1,400 cubic meters/year . ¥23%
Air
Nonradiological emissions Within regulatory limits NC
Radiological emissions
Tritium oxide 30,000 curies/year +17%
Carbon-11 250 curies/year NC
Carbon-14 NA® 4.2x10° curiesfyear?
Argon-41 2,000 curies/year NC
Beryllium-7 0.02 curies/year NC
Iodine-125 2.7x10° curiesfyear NC
Public and Worker Health
Annual radiation dose to the MEI 0.053 mrem/year +12%
Annual collective radiation dose to the 3.1 person-rem/year +6%
population
Population latent cancer fatalities 1.6x10° +%
Uninvolved worker dose 1.7x10° rem/year +15%
Collective involved worker dose 88 person-rem/year +5%
Electricity 3,100,000 megawatt- NC
hours/year
a. Source: England (1998a) and Willison (1998a).
b. NC=No change.
¢. NA = Not applicable.
d. Values for combination facility releases have been presented instead of percent differences where no releases

occur for the baseline APT in that category. In these cases, percent differences would be meaningless.

.
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Table 4-46. Consequences from bounding accidents at APT and the combined facility.*

Combination
Accident and Receptor APT Facility

Design-basis seismic event

Maximally exposed offsite individual (rem) 2.9 33

Total dose to the population (person-rem) 5,100 5,857

Total latent cancer fatalities to population 26 29

Uninvolved worker dose (rem) 150 152
Beyond design-basis seismic event

Maximally exposed offsite individual (rem) 3.0 58

Total dose to the population (person-rem) 5,500 10,577

Total latent cancer fatalities to population 2.7 53

Uninvolved worker dose (rem) 168 180

a. Source: DOE (1998).

38°F/2,000 gallons per minute (gpm) cooling
tower blowdown would have no detrimental ef-
fect on Pond C temperatures during summer
months (June-August), when surface tempera-
tures in Pond C routinely approach or exceed the
88°F blowdown temperature. The analysis indi-
cated that the maximum effect on Pond C tem-
peratures would occur in mid-winter, when the
difference between the blowdown temperature
(83°F) and ambient water temperatures is ex-
pected to be greatest. Based on historical data,
this would occur in December-February, when
Pond C surface temperatures are approximately
63°F. Calculations showed that the area required
to dissipate the blowdown waste heat in the most
restrictive months would be less than 20 acres
(Willison 1998b).

Because Pond C is 165 acres in surface area, the
area required to dissipate the blowdown heat in
winter months would be a small fraction of Pond
C’s total surface area. Less than 20 acres would
be affected. As noted earlier, the 883°F blowdown
would have no discernible impact on Pond C
temperatures in summer. The introduction of a
38°F/2,000 gpm discharge to Pond C would have
no effect on temperatures in down stream Par
Pond, regardless of time of year and ambient
conditions in Par Pond. Thus, thermal impacts to
aquatic plants, benthic organisms, or fish would

be small and limited to the portion of Pond C
immediately downstream of the discharge canal.

Operational impacts to land use, air resources,

human health, and socioeconomics would be the
same whether the Preferred (cooling system)
Configuration or the “Discharge to Pond C” de-
sign variation is selected.

4.6 Potential Mitigation Actions

Once a primary technology decision has been
made, specific mitigation measures that may be
required will be identified in the Record of Deci-
sion and, if required, a mitigation action plan.

In general, the Department estimates the potential
environmental impacts of the APT to be small.
Two categories of potential impacts, however,
are more notable than the others; the use of elec-
tricity and water. In the case of electricity use,
preliminary discussions with the South Carolina
Gas and  Electric Company  have
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indicated that it could provide sufficient electric-
ity through wholesale agreements and conse-
quently new generating capacity would not be
required. Additionally, continuing design work is
ongoing to add additional energy saving features
to the APT design.

Water requirements for the APT are small in
comparison to historic SRS usage. However, the
withdrawal and discharge of water is a sensitive
point. DOE could mitigate the potential impacts
to groundwater by using the Savannah River and
mitigate the thermal discharge and flow impacts
to Par Pond by utilizing cooling towers. As
mentioned earlier, the Department is investigating
bypassing precooler Ponds 2 and 5. This would
eliminate the potential impacts to those water
bodies.

Other potential mitigation actions could include:
¢ Incorporating engineered barriers into the

APT design to minimize exposure to workers
and the public

Installing a system of monitoring wells

Instituting best available engineering tech-
niques to control erosion and sedimentation
during the construction process

Conducting site-specific reviews of utility
corridors prior to construction to ensure the
protection of sensitive plant and animal spe-
cies and cultural resources.

Implementing any actions resulting from
consultations with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service
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GLOSSARY
Note: Glossary terms have been retained in this document only when relating to topics changed in this
final APT EIS.
accelerator

A device that accelerates charged particles (e.g., electrons or protons) to high velocities so they
have high kinetic energy (i.e., the energy associated with motion); it focuses the charged particles
into a beam and directs them against a target.

blanket
That part of an accelerator that contains feedstock atoms that undergo a nuclear reaction to absorb
neutrons, resulting (in the case of this EIS) in the production of a tritium atom and another
(byproduct) atom.

blowdown
Water discharged intentionally from a cooling tower system because of relatively high
conceatrations of salts.

commercial light-water reactor
A reactor that uses regular water as the neutron moderator. Commercial reactors are owned and
operated by utilities to produce electricity for consumers.

committed dose equivalent
The calculated dose equivalent received by a tissue or organ during the 50-year period after a
radionuclide is introduced in the body.

committed effective dose equivalent '
The sum of the committed dose equivalents to various tissues/organs in the body multiplied by
their appropriate tissue weighting factor. Equivalent in effect to a uniform external dose of the
same value.

conceptual design
Name for the process to develop a facility that will meet program goals while ensuring feasible and
attainable performance levels; develop project criteria and design parameters for all engineering
disciplines; and identify applicable codes and standards, quality assurance requirements,
environmental studies, construction materials, space allowances, energy conservation features,
health and safety safeguards, security requirements, and other features or requirements necessary
to describe the project.

cooling water
Water pumped into 2 nuclear reactor or accelerator to cool components and prevent damage from
the intense heat generated when the reactor or accelerator is operating.

cryogenics
The science of physical phenomena at very low temperatures, approaching absolute zero.
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cumulative impacts
Impacts on the environment, including additive ecological, health, or socioeconomic effects that
result from the addition of the impact of the proposed action to impacts from other past, present,
and reasonably foreseeable future actions, regardless of what agency (Federal or non-Federal) or
person undertakes the other actions (40 CFR 1508.7).

cryogenic distillation
A process where differences in the boiling points of hydrogen and tritium are used to separate the
two isotopes. The process takes place at extremely cold temperatures. See also cryogenics.

decay (radioactive)
The spontanecus transformation of one nuclide into a different nuclide or into a different energy
state of the same nuclide. The process results in the emission of nuclear radiation.

decisionmaker
Group or individual responsible for making a decision on constructing and operating an
accelerator to produce fritium at the Savannah River Site. Decisionmakers include DOE officials
specified in DOE Order 451.1A; elected officials; Federal, state, and local agency representatives;
and the public.

decoupler .
That part of an accelerator between the high-energy neutron source and the moderating blanket
that contains feedstock material that will absorb low-energy neutrons and help protect the neutron
source.

deinventory
Packaging unused nuclear materials and placing them in storage on the SRS or at their source.

design-basis accident
For nuclear facilities, a postulated abnormal event used to establish the performance requirements
of structures, systems, and components to (1) maintain them in a safe shutdown condition
indefinitely or (2) prevent or mitigate the consequences of an accident so that the general public
and operating staff are not exposed to radiation in excess of appropriate guideline values.
Normmally, a design-basis accident is the accident that causes the most severe consequences when
engineered safety features function as intended.

design-basis events
Postulated disturbances in process variables that can potentially lead to design-basis accidents.

dose
The energy imparted to matter by ionizing radiation. The unit of absorbed dose is the rad, which
is equal to 0.01 joule per kilogram of irradiated material in any medium.

dose equivalent
A term used to express the amount of effective radiation when modifying factors have been
considered. It is the product of absorbed dose (rads) multiplied by a quality factor and other
modifying factors. It is measured in rem (Roentgen equivalent man).

drift
Mist or spray carried into the atmosphere with the effluent air vapor from a cooling tower.
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ecosystem
The community of living things and the physical environment in which they live.

effluent
A liquid or airborne material released to the environment; in common usage, a liquid release.

effluent monitoring
The collection and analysis of samples or measurements of liquid and gaseous effluents to
characterize and quantify contaminants, assess radiation exposure to members of the public, and
demonstrate compliance with applicable standards; occurs at the point of discharge, such as an air

stack or drainage pipe.

EIS (environmental impact statement)
A legal document required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, as
amended, for Federal actions involving significant or potentially significant environmental impacts.
A tool for decisionmaking, it describes the positive and negative impacts of the proposed action and
the altemative actions.

emission standards
Legally enforceable limits on the quantities and kinds of air contaminants that may be emitted to

the atmosphere.

entrainment
The capture and inclusion of organisms in the cooling water systems of such-facilities as reactors
and accelerators. The organisms involved, which would depend on size of the intake screen
opening, include phyto- and zooplankton, fish eggs and larvae (ichthyoplankton), shellfish larvae,
and other forms of aquatic life.

environmental surveillance
The collection and analysis of samples of air, water, soil, foodstuffs, biota, and other media and the
measurement of external radiation to demonstrate compliance with applicable standards, assess
radiation exposures to members of the public, and assess effects, if any, on the local environment.

exposure (to radiation)
The incidence of radiation on living or inanimate material by accident or intent. Background
exposure is the exposure to natural background ionizing radiation. Occupational exposure is the
exposure to ionizing radiation that occurs during a person’s working hours. Population exposure is
the exposure to a number of persons who inhabit an area.

extrusion press
A device in which heated or unheated material is forced through a shaping orifice to become one
continuously formed piece.

Jallout
The descent to earth and deposition on the ground of particulate matter (usually radioactive) from
the atmosphere.

Jeedstock material
Neutron-absorbing material in the target/blanket structure that is transformed by neutron
absorption into the desired product (e.g., tritium).
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getter
The material that collects the tritium produced by neutron absorption.

greater-than-Class-C waste
See waste classifications.

grid
A transmission and distribution system for electric power.

half-life (radiological)
The time in which half the atoms of a radioactive substance disintegrate to another nuclear form.
Half-lives vary from millionths of a second to billions of years.

hazardous waste
See waste classifications.

heavy-water
Water in which the hydrogen of the water molecule consists entirely of the heavy hydrogen isotope
having a mass number of 2; also called deuterium oxide (D-0).

heavy water reactor
A nuclear reactor in which heavy water serves as a neutron moderator and sometimes as a coolant.

high-level waste
See waste classifications.

impingement
The process by which aquatic organisms too large to pass through the screen of a water intake
system become trapped against the screens and are unable to escape.

inductive output tube
A device designed to amplify microwaves in a manner different from that in a klystron. The
electron beam current varies depending on the microwave signal. In addition, it is typically
smaller than a klystron and has greater efficiency, providing the same microwave amplification
with less energy. '

infrastructure
The system of public works of a county, state, or region; also, the resources (buildings or
equipment) required for an activity.

in situ
In or at the natural or original position or location.
ion
An atom or molecule that has gained or lost one or more electrons to become electrically charged.

ionizing radiation
Radiation capable of displacing electrons from atoms or molecules to produce ions.
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irradiation
Exposure to radiation.

isotape -
An atom of a chemical element with a specific atomic number and atomic mass. Isotopes of the
same element have the same number of protons but different number of neutrons. Isotopes are
identified by the name of the element and the total number of protons and neutrons in the nucleus.
For example, plutonium-239 is a plutonium atom (94 protons) with 145 neutrons, for a total of
239.

Kklystron
An electron tube used for the amplification of microwaves (see radiofrequency power tube).

latent cancer fatalities
Deaths resulting from cancer that became active sometime after the exposure to the carcinogen that
induced the cancer. The delay between exposure and cancer development is known as the latent
period.

laydown
Area of construction site used to sort and store construction materials.

light water
Ordinary water containing hydrogen atoms with no neutrons in their nucleus.

light-water reactor
A nuclear reactor that uses ordinary water to cool the reactor core and to moderate (reduce the

energy of) the neutrons created in the core by fission reactions.

Linac
Linear accelerator.

low-income community
A community in which 25 percent or more of the population is identified as living in poverty.

low-level waste
See waste classifications.

makeup water
Replacement for water lost through drif, blowdown, or evaporation (as in a cooling tower).

maximally exposed individual
A hypothetical member of the public who receives the maximum possible dose equivalent from a
given exposure scenario.

MeV (million electron-volts)
A unit used to quantify energy. In this EIS, it describes a particle’s kinetic energy, which is an
indicator of particle speed.

millirem
One thousandth of a rem. (See rem.)
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mixed waste
See waste classifications.

National Ambient Air Quality Standards
Air quality standards established by the Clean Air Act, as amended. The primary National
Ambient Air Quality Standards are intended to provide the public with an adequate margin of
safety, and the secondary National Ambient Air Quality Standards are intended to protect the
public from known or anticipated adverse impacts of a pollutant.

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
Federal system that permits for liquid effluents regulated through the Clean Water Act, as
amended.

neutron
An uncharged nuclear particle that has a mass approximately the same as that of a proton; it is
present in all atomic nuclei except that of hydrogen-1. A free neutron is unstable and decays with
a half-life of about 13 minutes into an electron and a proton.

nuclide
An atomic nucleus specified by atomic weight, atomic number, and energy state; a radionuclide is
a radioactive nuclide.

Occupational Safety and Health Administration
Federal agency responsible for oversight and regulation of workplace health and safety.

oxides of nitrogen (NOy) :
Primarily nitrogen oxide (NO) and nitrogen dioxide (NO,), these compounds are produced in the
combustion of fossil fuels, and can constitute an air pollution problem.

ozone '
A compound of oxygen in which three oxygen atoms are chemically attached to each other. Ozone
is an air pollutant.

person-rem
The measure of radiation dose commitment to a specific population; the sum of the individual
doses received by a population segment.

pH
A measure of the hydrogen ion concentration in aqueous (made from, with, or by water) solution.
Pure water has a pH of 7, acidic solutions have a pH less than 7, and basic solutions have a pH
greater than 7.

proton

A nuclear particle with a positive charge equal in magnitude to the negative charge of the electron;
it is a constituent of all atomic nuclei, and the atomic number of an element indicates the number of
protons in the nucleus of each atom of that element.
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radiation
The emitted particles and photons from the nuclei of radioactive atoms; a short term for ionizing
radiation or nuclear radiation, which are different from nonionizing radiation such as microwaves,

ultraviolet rays, etc.

radioactivity
The spontaneous decay of unstable atomic nuclei accompanied by the emission of radiation.

radiofrequency power tube
An established technology that radar installations and television broadcast stations use to generate

broadcast signals. It uses a beam of electrons to amplify a microwave signal.

radiological
Related to ionizing radiation.

radionuclide
See nuclide.,

reactor
A device or apparatus in which a chain reaction of fissionable material is initiated and controlled; a

nuclear reactor.

Record of Decision (ROD)
A document that provides a concise public record of an agency decision on a proposed action for
which it prepared an EIS. An ROD identifies the alternatives considered in reaching the decision,
the environmentally preferable alternative(s), factors the agency balanced in making the decision,
and whether the agency has adopted all practicable means to avoid or minimize environmental
harm and if not, why not.

rem (Roentgen equivalent man)
The unit of dose equivalent for human radiation exposure. It is equal to the product of the

absorbed dose in rads and a quality factor.

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
The Act that provides a “cradle to grave” program for hazardous waste, which established, among
other things, a system for managing hazardous waste from its generation until its ultimate disposal.

River Water System
A system of large concrete pipes built to provide secondary cooling water to the five SRS
production reactors. The system pumped water from the Savannah River to the reactor areas,
where the water passed through heat exchangers to absorb heat from the primary reactor core
cooling system. Heated discharge water returned to the river via onsite streams.

sanitary waste
See waste classifications.

spallation
A nuclear reaction in which the energy of the incident particle is so high that when it strikes the
target nucleus, more than two or three particles are ejected from the target nucleus, and both its
mass number and atomic number are changed.
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special case waste
See waste classifications.

special nuclear materials -
Plutonium, uranium-233, uranium enriched in the isotope 233 or 235, and any other material DOE
determines to be special nuclear material.

spent nuclear fuel
Fuel that has been withdrawn from a nuclear reactor following irradiation, the constituent elements
of which have not been separated.

sulfur dioxide
A heavy, pungent, toxic gas, used as a preservative or refrigerant, that is a major air pollutant.

superconducting
Exhibiting a complete disappearance of electrical resistance in various metals at temperatures near
absolute zero.

Superfund
A trust fund established by the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act and amended by the Superfund Amendment and Reauthorization Act that finances
long-term remedial action for hazardous waste sites.

supply
For this EIS, the production of tritium in a reactor or an accelerator and the subsequent extraction
of the tritium in pure form for use in weapons.

target
In broad terms, a tube, rod, or other form containing material that, on being irradiated in a nuclear
reactor or an accelerator would produce a destred end product.

tier
To link to another in a hierarchical chain. An upper-tier document might be programmatic to the
entire DOE complex of sites; a lower-tier document might be specific to one site or process.

total particulate matter
Fine liquid or solid particles such as dust, smoke, mist, fumes, or smog found in air or emissions.

tritium
A radioactive isotope of hydrogen and an essential component of every warhead in the current and
projected U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile. The tritium enables warheads to perform as designed.

Tritium Extraction Facility
A proposed facility at the Savannah River Site that would extract tritium from farget material
irradiated in either an accelerator or a commercial light-water reactor.

Tritium Loading Facility (formerly known as Replacement Tritium Facility)
Underground SRS facility in which gases are drawn off of weapons, separated and purified into
useful hydrogen isotopes (tritium), mixed to exact specifications, and reloaded into the reservoirs.
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Tritium Producing Burnable Absorber Rods (TPBARS)
A highly radioactive target rod which contains recoverable tritium after irradiation in a reactor.

Tritium Separation Facility
A portion of the proposed APT at the Savannah River Site that would separate hydrogen isotopes
(protium, deuterium, and tritium) from helium using metal getter beds that would absorb hydrogen
while allowing helium to pass through, and would separate tritium from the other hydrogen
isotopes using cryogenic distillation.

uninvolved worker
For this EIS, an SRS worker who is not involved in the operation of the accelerator, and who is

assumed to be at least 640 meters from the point of release.

volatile organic compound
An organic compound with a vapor pressure greater than 0.44 pound per square inch at standard
temperature and pressure.

waste classifications
Waste products are defined by statutes and DOE Orders based on origin, content, type of hazard
and magnitude of hazard. In this document. the description of waste products may include the
following definitions:

greater-than-Class-C waste
Low-level radioactive waste that is generated by the commercial sector and that exceeds U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission concentration limits for Class-C Low-Level Radioactive
Waste as specified in 10 CFR Part 61. DOE is responsible for the disposal of Greater-
Than-Class-C wastes from the DOE Nondefense Program. (Note: This term applies only to
radioactive waste under the authority of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission and is
included in this EIS only for clarity.)

hazardous waste
Waste (solid, semisolid, or liquid) with the characteristics of ignitability, corrosivity,
toxicity, or reactivity, as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and
identified or listed in 40 CFR 261 or the Toxic Substances Control Act.

high-level waste
The highly radioactive wastes that result from the chemical processing of spent nuclear fuel,
including liquid waste produced directly in reprocessing and any solid waste derived from the
liquid. High-level waste contains a combination of transuranic waste and fission products in
concentrations requiring permanent isolation.

low-level waste
Radioactive waste not classified as high-level waste, transuranic waste, spent nuclear fuel,
or byproduct material.

mixed waste
Waste material that contains both hazardous waste and radioactive source, special nuclear,
or byproduct material (subject to the Atomic Energy Act of 1954).
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sanitary waste
Solid waste that is neither hazardous as defined by the Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act nor radioactive; sanitary waste streams include paper, glass, discarded office material,
and construction debris.

special case waste
A temporary waste classification defined in DOE Order 5820.2A, “Radioactive Waste
Management,” but eliminated from Draft DOE Order 435.1. Waste in this temporary
classification must be evaluated to determine appropriate burial requirements.

water quality standards
Provisions of Federal or state law that consist of a designated use or uses for the waters of the
United States and water quality standards for such waters based on their uses. Water quality
standards are used to protect the public health or welfare, enhance the quality of water, and serve
the purposes of the Clean Water Act.

wetlands
Land exhibiting the following: hydric soil conditions, saturated or inundated soil during some
portion of the year, and plant species tolerant of such conditions; also, areas that are inundated or
saturated by surface water or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and
that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in
saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas.
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
PUBLIC MEETING
DPRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
FOR THE ACCELERATOR PRODUCTION OF TRITIUM
Held at the North Augusta Community Center
Brookside Drive, North Augusta, South Carolina
On January 13th, 1998, Commencing at 1:00 p.m.
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ACCURATE REPORTING
Post Office Box 2567
Augusta, Georgia 30903-2567
(706) 869-9262

QUESTION, ANSWER, AND COMMENT SESSION

MR. DAVIS: I believe we're ready to go. Let's see
the hande of who would like to get started, Okay.

MR. SOLRKEY: My name is Don Solekey. I represent
Carpenters Local 283. And the question I have is you said
earlier --

MR, NEWMAN: Slow down a little bit, please, sir.

MR. BOLFEKRY: All right. My name is Don Solekey. 1
represant Carpenters Local 283 in Augusta, Georgia. And I
have two questions,

One of them, you said that this would be, you
know, a smaller version. Is this the smaller varsion, the
one you're showing us right now, or is this the full size?

MR, RAMSEY: No, sir. That'a the full-size version.
The amaller version, there are a number of alternatives
that are being considered as far as that, as far asg the
exact size. But rougﬁly speaking, the smaller version
would be about a three-and-a-half-billion-dollar project
that would be -- could be upgraded to the full size.

MR, BOLEKRY: Okay. And how long would, from start
to finish, would the project last and at what time would
the work force peak out at?

MR. GEORGR GANS: The construction period now is
scheduled from the beginning of 1999 and to be concluded
in 2005. The peak would be in about 2003,

ACCURATE REPORTING
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MR. SOLEKEYs Is that for the large version or the 1 factors that were considered.
* small version? 2 But we feel as if, in going through that

MR. GEORGE GAMG: That's for the large version, yes. 8| process, we had adequately taken into consideration
It's ultimate design is finished and we'll work out the 4| protection of human health. 8o, in that part of the site
details on it, but it -- generally in that time framas, [ selection process where we provided a relative ranking '°f
probably complete it sooner. 6 the various sites, eince human health was already

MR. SOLEKEY:s And I'd like to make & cowment. The 7 basically taken care of, we provided a focus on ecology
building trades here of Augusta, we've been having M1-0] ¢ and other variables; engineering, geohydrolegy, and I
meetings and we've met with Mr. Schwallie and we're very 9| think that's about it -- and ecology. . '
supportive of this. 10 MR. NEWMAN: May I etay weating, please? I have a

MR. DAVISs Thank you. Okay, who's next? " another questions. First of all, this is a --

MR. BILL REINIG: I hate to have only one question, 12 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKERs Who are you?
80 let me ask a technical question, In the review where " MR. NEWMANs Pardon?
you salected the site, the exact location on the Savannah Moz M UNIDRNTIPIED SPEAKER: Who are you?
River Site for the -- the unit, can you tell me why the 18 WR. NEWMANs Oh, pardon me, Bob Newman,
waiting factor for health is only two and the waiting 16 UNIDENTIFIED SPBAKRRs Who did you say you were?
factor for all the other considerations was greater than ” MR, NEWMANS Bob Newman from Fripp Island. First of
two? . 1 all, this is an BIS written under the dictates of the NEPA

MR. BARRY SHEDROW: Well, as we went through the 19 legislation. Nothing ie¢ said here about conservation of
wite selection process, defining a site selection process, 20 | non-renewable resources. And -- well, let me apologize
we established exclusionary gones where we knew we, you m | first. I've been kind of out of commiseion for a year
know, APT wmight be developed. And a large part of that 22 here, so I couldn‘'t comment on some of the earlier nt:ageé
was based on protection of human health. We establiwhed 23 | ©f this where thay were looking at the dual approach and

 buffers around the interior of the site boundary and 2 so forth. But to select an alternative which is going to
around non-waste sites, and there were ssveral othar 25 | comsume rather substantial quantities of fossil fuel
-3~ -ge
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compared to using a nuclear reactor which is producing
energy, seems to fly in the face of NEPA dictates to
conserve non-renewable resources, coal or gas, building
materials and so forth.

There is no comment about the impact on, a_nd I
know this is debatable, the greenhouse effect. You
certainly aren't leaning in the direction of avoiding
adverse greenhouse effect impacts.
lot of coal, burn a lot of gas inatead of using an
existing reactor, nuclear reactor. I still can't
underatand why you have to have a dual approach.

Is either of these alternatives doubtful as to
whether it will achieve its intended result? If so, what
I'd like to know -- make your notes, I'd like to know
which one is doubtful.

We've produced tritium in reactors for years.
am not sure they produced too much of it in an
acceleratox. This is not the Manhattan project there
where wa're looking at the survival of the United States
vhere they did go to two or three, some cases four,
alternative technologies to find out what would work and
how they could build a nuclear bomb, This is something
that is not a panic-panic. Presumably, technology has
been explored. And actually how much R&D is

needed for either or both of the alternatives? Are they

You're going to burn a

I
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that uncertain whethar R&D, research and development, is

required, what's it going to cost, how long is it going to
take?

Next, why do we have to build or buy a
commercial nuclear plant to put your elements, you're
generating tritium, you know? It certainly isn't for
nonproliferation purposes. I personally was involved back
in the '60s in a project under the Atomic Energy
Commisaion, wmoderately financed. None of us were AEC
employeea., I was in charge of smecurity and when I -- one
time when the AEC security auditors came nmuna to check
how the job wam doing, I told him I could not show him the
files. He msaid, Buddy, wa are going to get you for thia,
He went back -- he finally came back. I said, I can't
open that file for you unless I have authorization from
the general manager or administrator, whoever the top guy
was, written authorization. He came back with an
authorization that I -hbnld open my safe and let him look
at the reports, at the title page only. He could not look
at the contents, This was rather highly classified. It
was private.

I don't know why in the world the government has
to buy a nuclear reactor or build its own reactor to
produce tritium. I don't know why I or you or anybody in

this audience is leas trustworthy than the guy that the

-6~
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DOE hires off the street, or Westinghouse hires off the
street, goes through an exam, reads him the rules and puta
him to work. You don‘t have to buy a whole daggone
reactor to achieve that.

Incidentally the project I was on was & gas
subterfuge. And after we made a technological
breakthrough, ABC shut us down and said, we're afraid if
we let you go ahead, other countries will be encouraged
that there might be something here. I talked to people in
other countries after that and they said, the wminute they
shut you down we knew daggone well you'd come through with
something, and they were afraid we'd £ind out about it,

80 thers's all sorts of things. But I'm curious
aw to what thig thing costs. Not just this book itself,
but all the input to it and L forth and why we have spent
that kind of woney. I've been a consultant and seen how
woney can be, 1'1)_. use the word spent, which is not what
ie in the back of my mind, But why -- I'm starting to
work on my incowe tux for this year -- for last year and
every time I look at this thing, how much of my taxes are
going to something like this the DOZ is frittering away?

Again, getting back to NEPA, presumably, and if
you look at wome of the numbers here, the intent here is
to burn, if you build & new power plant, low sulfur coal.
Low sulfur coal inherently is high -- not high, higher in

-7-
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radionuclides than high sulfur coal. 8o you look at low
sulfur, you're going to release more radionuclides. And
it also would ixply in hers that what you're going to do
is have a better cleanup system which takes more of the

larger particles out.

And there's been -- oops, pardon we. I didn't
mean to do that. There have been in comments from the
scientific community lately that we -- if you decrease the
release of the larger particles, what you're doing ie
letting the smaller particles that are all radiocactive to
go. If you'll look at your regulations in RCRA, Research
Conservation and Recovery Act, thexe's two categories of
pollutants that are exempted from that: One is phosphate
tailinga, which are rather high in uranium, usually
bacause of the nature of where they come frowm; the other
is fly ash from coal. If the fly ash from coal were
required to meet the same requirements that ho-pica'l and
university wastes are required to meet, the Barnwell plant
would be buried by now because most of the fly ash
released to the atmosphere or cpatured exceeds the RCRA
identification of a radioactive waste, but it's been
exampted.

8o you're going to add to that. I'm not saying
it's right or wrong. But if the hospital has to dispose
of it one way, I don't know why you suggest that you

8-
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should generate some more atuff that's of the same
category.

Another one, and I have talked about this before
and I'm going to keep talking about it and keep talking
about it, if you look at exposures from your coal burning
alternative, you talk about the public, you talk about the
workers. And, when you define exposure to workers, you
define the "uninvolved worker* vho is six hundred and
forty metexrs from the activity, Why don't you look at the
guy who is next door to it? Hhat do the union people gay
to this? Why does DOR ineist, why does Westinghouse
insist on excluding close-by workers in a nuclear plant
from the limits to exposure that they talk about. Six
hundred and forty meters, that's a long ways. That's
about two thousand yards -- two thousand feet, pardon me.
Two thousand feet, going on a half a mile away. How many
workers in a plant are that far away from where exposure
can be as a result of an accident, improper design or what
have you?

You say this is -- the accelerator will cost
four and a half, maybe, three and a half, if you go stage
wige, billion dollars. I Aidn't mee numbers in here. I'm

I didn't

see cost numbers there. The accelerator versus the

going to ask for the complete thing out there,

employment, not the purchase, employment of a commercial
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MI1-04

MI1-05

10
1"
\H
13
“
15

10

C

reactor where you put a fuel asgembly in and generate your
tritium, transport it. If you're worried about
proliferation, the last thing that's going to be
proliferated, will be the spent fuel aasembly. You don't
stick that in your suitcase and take it on a ship or on a
plane.

What is the real difference in the cost that we
are talking here? And I'm probably saying stuff here
that's not popular to a number of people in the Savannah
River Plant area. Indeed -- I'll skip that part. But
still I'm paying taxes, y'all are puying taxes. We all
want security,
certain way of doing something and get the job done? The
last one -- I think I heard the words that what has been
done has been subjected to independent scientific review.
I think that was by DOE and Wastinghouse people.

I've worked as a consultant. I've been thrown
off two or three jobs because I was independent and didn‘t
say what I was supposed to say. But I don't think that
review by Westinghouse on a Westinghouse operation or by
DOE on a DOE operation is independent.

I think that's it. I really think you're going
down the wrong trail and I do want my comments to be
inclﬁded in the transcript.

MR, RAMSEY; I would prefer -- would you like for us

-10-
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to try to attempt to answer your pnrt:lc{xlu- queations as
you went through or would you like that in writing from
us? I was having a little bit of difficulty keeping in my
mind which question was which.

MR. MEWMANs If what I said is included in the record
and the answers are attached to that, that would be fine.
I would be very happy, but I want there to be a public '
record and I might want the option to come back again.

MR, RAMBEYs Thank you.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. So we can that. Okay. Thank you.
Over here __

MR. GRAY: I assume that we are, according to the
agenda, have finished the ques:iop and answer period and
we're now taking comments?

MR. DAVISs Oh, no. We can take comments at any
time, That's fine.

MR. GRAY: Okay. Because I have a comment. I'm not
looking for answers today. But I do have a brief one-page
con.ment which I would like to read.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. Would you identify yourself?

MR. GRAY:; I'm Peter Gray. I live in Aiken, South
Carolina. I represent myself. I worked at Savannah River
for forty-five years., Let me take just a moment, I have
thie typed for the court reporter. 1I1'd like to give her a

copy. And for Drew Grainger who has some major role in

-11-
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the EIS work.

I'm Peter Gray. I have worked on various SRS

' programe for the last forty-five years. I have appeared

at three DOE Environmental Impact Statement meetings to
make statements on tritium production: April '9s,
Decembex ‘96, and today.

A bit of background: In January 1992, I
invented a new concept fpr tritium px;oduccion. but it has
been covered up by WSRC and DOE for the last eix years. I
did file for a patent on this device and it was scheduled
for issuance when DOB stopped the process. In late 1995,
I received u'uerocy order from the government saying I
could not say anything about wmy concept.

Now, the two previous BIS meetings: I wade a
statement in a DOE BIS public meeting in April 1995, here
in North Augusta, and it appeared in the BI8 book -(0161),
I think that's the one that's on the table in the pink
cover, in late 1995, along ‘with»nn anawer frow DOE which
said, in paxt, when a site is chéun, “gite specific
analysie would coneider these typee of improvement®.® My
comment appeared on page 2-116 and the DOE answer on page
3-108.

After SR8 was chosen as the site I expected some
action, but none was forthcoming. Then the Accelerator
for the Production of Tritium, or APT, and the Cowmnercial

-12-
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1 Light Water Reactor, or CLWR, ware salacted as the two 'R 2. Unless we go back 'to fission-only weapons, I
2 candidates by DOE. My concept, contrary to the earlier M1-09 2 support production of new tritium to offset thes 12,3 year
3 DOE EIS8 public statement, was ignored. [ half-life and the immutable depletion of our atockpile
4 I went to the next DOB EIS public meeting in 4 that is now occurring. .
s December of '96, in Aiken, South Carolina, and made 5 3. I strongly support SRS as the production site
6 another statement ahout my concept, though 1 could not ] because of its long history of dealing successfully with
7 discuse its details becausa of the Secrecy Order. In the ? tritium, )
s statement at that meating I made four requests of the s 4. I don't believe that the Accelerator for
9 Department of Energy. I asked them to: (1) Declassify the » Production of 'rritlium will be built bacause:
10 concept; (2) Have the Patent Office issue my patent 10 * It still xequires lots of development and
" promptly; (3) Include my concept as a viable and the most w| we're not at all sure of success for it.
@ favored tritium production unit; and (4) Explain to me why 17 * It requires a scale up of about one hundred
18 all thess coverup actions have taken place. " over existing accelerators. '
' " 1 expacted the next EIS (0270D) in the series, " * It would cost four and a half billion
1s | the one wa are discussing today, to publish all comments 15 | according to Clay Ramsey, DOE-8R, in a statement he made
18 from the public and specific anewera from DOE. Unlike " last night. ‘I believe that Congress will never authorize MI-10
17| Dprevious treatments in EI8 documents, DOE did not publish 17| that much because it is more money than an aircraft
| commenta and answers. Instead, DOR issued a scoping 15 | carrier, their common yardstick.
19| document that gave generalities for answers but did not " * It requires 600 megawatts of electric power
2 specifically address any of my four questions. 80 I'm 20 produced by fossil fuels, which release greenhouse gases,
. atill left in the dark. 21 S. I further balim that the Commercial Light Water
- Where do I stand on tritium production? These 2 Reactor will never be acceptable because such a use
" are my thoughts: _ 28 clearly violates the demarcation line between swords and
2 1. 1 strongly support nuclear weapons for the U.S. 2 plowshares and that would set a dangerous precedent in
25 for defensive purposes. 2 international policy. Other countries would say that it
-13- -14-
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is now okay to use civilian facilities to make materials Mo ! MR. DAVIGs Okay, thank you.
of war. 2 MR. RAMSAYs Thank you o much.
6. Thus, I believe that a successful, iw-cost unit ? MR, DAVIBs Other questions? Other questions or
for future production of tritium, not the APT or the CLUR, 4 comments?
is necessary. s MR. imnm I really can't understand -- well, first
7. I want DOB aware of a unit that will do the job ¢| ofall, 1 vmf I knaw more about what this -gentleman was

succesafully, safely, and at low cost when the APT and the 7 talking about.
CLWR fall on their faces, as I believe they will do. s KR. GRAYs I wish I could tell you.

Recent developments: In September 1997, I wrote -9 MR. NEWMAN: I know, Because I think it'e utterly
to the DOB-SR manager and to the WSRC president indicating 10 iwpossible the idea that industry cannot manufacture
my displeasure with the lack of action on the part of the 1| warlike materials. Are we going to shut down all our
Department of Energy and saying I w-n going to take 12 urpln'ne plants or the other industrial facilities we have
matters into my own hands. Their answer was to threaten 13| waking war materiale? Why -- why this? The Nstural
me with a ten thousand dollar fine and two years in jail. 14| Resources Defense Council and other people like that that
I wrote back in December saying that I wag upset with MI-Il | raised this barrier, what's the purpose? Again I will
their threats and their non-anawer. To the credit of the | say, am I more suspect of disclosing secrety than you?
WSRC president, he has instituted a second look at what 7| Don't answer that, because I've had the highest of
has been happening to me and wmy idea, I am told they w clearances. I have a son who is in charge of security in
expect to have an answer to me by the end of Januaxy. " Gexwantown right now., I think T can keep a wecret as well
We'll have to wait and see what really happens. I'm not 20 as you, but I'm a civilian, I'm not a DOE person. And
going to hold my breath. 21 this idea that you cannot let industry get involved in

Meanwhile, I ®till expect the DOB to answer the 2 | things like tritium production is for the birds,
requests put to them earlier. I put on record at this 23 , KR. DAVIS: Okay. Who's next? Anybody on thie side?
meeting those same four questions once agnin. 2 Okay. ]

Thank you. 25 MR. m: I guess I feel compelled. My name is

=15~ -16-
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- Ernie Chaput,

I'm with the Economic Development
Partnarship in Aiken, SBouth Carolina, and previous to that
I was associated with Bavannah River Site.

My comments are, number one, I'm in support of
the APT program. My concern is that, contrary to some
other comments, I believe that we do have a very
time-dependent situation, that the. schedule that was
described for construction of the APT doas not meet the *
current approved nucleaxr stockpile requirements for
tritium as I understand it from the unpublished -- from
the published literature on the -- that even right now,
that the tritium schedule meets demands only if you assume
theret's going to be further arma reductions and that -- so
that there is a "panic situation® unless cheré'a furthexr
arms reductions. The program is running late. It's
Sehim! the gched\nes that were originally identified
several years ago. And this p:occob does have to continue
and continue expeditiously. .

Number two, there have been some questions about
the cost. of APT versus the Commarcial Light Water Reactor
option. I don't think it's clear which one is more

expenaive if you look on a life cycle basis. The

‘Department of Energy has requested proposals from electric

utilities for the commercial reactor option. To my

knowledge, I've not saen anything about the results of
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those proposals, and it'a not clear what the proposalns
included with regard to what kind of financial
remuneration a utility would expect for the -- providing

. the irradiation services.

8o they're saying that one, APT or . CLWR, is more
or less expensive than the other; I think it's premature
because the data is not now available. And as was pointed

" out, they ars resizing APT which is goingto bring those

coaﬁs down. I think, my personal opinion, having dealt
with ceehnolog;r programs, is ch; more you know about the
technology on private sector, then the more expensive it's
going to cost. And 1 suspect that the CLWR option is
probably more expenaive today than might have been
envisioned a year ago, 8o the cost issue is an open
question and that needs to -- that does need to come ocut
and be made available.

Thirdly, I do support the concept, though, that
thare is a national policy with.regard to the separation
of the civilian and military uses of nuclear power.
That's been something that goas clear back to the Atomic
Energy Act of 1946. That program or that policy has
sexrved this nation and served this planet well, The
United States at this moment is jawboning North Xorea,
Iran, Irag, other potential nuclear powers, to not make

weapons materials in their commercial nuclear facilities.
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And for us to tuxn around and not practice what we preach,
to be contrary to what we're asking these foreign
countries to do, I think would be a foreign policy

duuter- and would only serve to increase nuclear

" proliferation throughout the world.

8o I think the policy of eeparating commercial
nuclear power from military nuclear power is a valid
policy that does need to be preserved. 80 my concern is
that there are no options to APT, that CLWR is not an
option, bacause I think it will gcf shot down
in the stage of human -- ail not follow up on world
politics and world reaction.

8o I support the APT, my organization supports
the APT, because it is the right thing to do fxom a
national defense standpoint. Tiwming is critical, we need
to get on with it. 8o let's get on with it.
MR. DAVIS: Thank you. Questions or comments?
Anyone elee? Surely there's wore. Anybody? Do we have
any written - has anything been handed in written that we
need to respond to? Okay. '

Well, let me remind you, then, that we've got
lots of folks here that know a lot about this and if you
want to talk to some of them maybe ona-on-one after we
adjourn here, feel free to do that. And remember the

displays and materials that are available to you. We have
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some evaluation sheets. Does everybody already have one

of these? Okay. Excuse me.
MR, GRAY:s I might add one thing that was not in
my written statement that I read a moment ago.
Pardon me, two things. Those two are that I
just heard Brnie Chaput say that the time schedule was

tight.

Peter
Gray, again.

I'm pnot privy to the needs of materials for
nuclear weapons stockpile vis-a-vie proliferation,
weapons reduction agreements amonget the super powers.
But if the time is short for APT, I can tell you that
engineering etudies of my device show that it can be
built in considerably less tiwme than the APT. 80 I wanted
to make that time schedule remarxk.

And the other thing is cost studies basef on
engineering studies of my device have shown th'ar., unlike
four and a half billion dollars, it ought to come in
Thank you.

Okay. Anybody elue before we break up
We appreciate your feedback as well on the

somavhere around one million dollars.
MR, DAVISs
hera? Okay.
meeting today so we can make thinge as good as posasible.
Thank you for being here.
(Meeting concluded at 1:57 p.m.]
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MR. DAVISs All right. I believe we're ready to go
then. Who wants to starxt? Okay.

MH. MCCRACKEN: Hi, I'm Trish McCracken. I want to
hold wy comment for the final EIS. 1I'll type something up
that will be a little better than this, but I wasn't
really prepared tonight. But I did attend another meeting
in which the model was presented, I think in Aiken. And I
made the comment when I saw it, I saw that copper, 1 said,
you know, everything in this project would be great if it
all came from America, and we could tie this into training
programa,

I had just attended one of the SRRDI meetings,
which DOE is putting out grant wmoney, and I know you've
lost your colleagues and people who have lost their
jobs. But pecple who lost their jobs that may know thie
project would be great to work with other cities and maybe
small mining communities and help make this really the
all-American project from Aiken, the all-American City.

So I think with the web site, it could really be
a great project _. that’s all America involved in the
defense problem. I mean, X don't know what all -- but
like I said copper was the only thing I saw 1;1 the model,
but I do know that we produce that in Awmerica.

I'm glad to see the building and trade people

here. It would be a great project to network around the
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country and make kind of a training program using the DOE
money and taking some of our people who, for some reason,
who are displaced from their job but are well-acquainted
with DOE and these materiala and make them part of the
project too.
Thank you.

MR, DAVIS: Okay. Who's next? Don't be bashful,
Somebody already went first,

M8. MCCRACKEN: I have a question that I did want to
ask, though.

MR, DAVIS: Okay.
MS. MCCRACKEN: It's more of a technical question. I
attended the meeting about the River Water and the Record
Decision came out about keeping that project going other
than -- I don't know anything about all the alternatives.
But one of the things that I brought up that it might be
used in other missions and we shouldn't, you know,
completely close it down. Is that the same system? You

know, I don'‘t know the site. Okay. 8o this would be used

with it. Oh, well, my comment was pretty good before,
then. Thank you.
MR, RAMBRY: That's exactly correct. Our cooling

water study that we used to produce those results was
based on using the exiating River Water System at Savannah

River. And we did coordinate with those people that were
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working on that, that River Water EIS, and they were very
much aware of our potential use of it.

M8. MCCRACKEN: That was not brought out at the
public meetings when we talked about it.

MR, DAVIS: Okay. Thank you. How about anybody over
here in this section? Anybody over here? BSurely that's
not all. Anybody over here? Let's see.

have to stay hera?

How long do we
MBS, MCCRACKFN: I have a lot of queastions. I'm
really impressed that a lot of you people are here
tonight. What's the amount of the cost of the project?
MR, RAMEEY: The project is currently scoped at four
and a half billion dollars, roughly. I didn‘t mention the
modular study that we're currently looking at has the
potential to lower that initial cost down to three and a
half billion maybe; maybe somewhere in that range. We
haven't finished the study yet. But, then, if we were to
add it back on, it would go back up.

MS. MCCRACKEN: And one other question and then 1'11
quit. The quality control person --
MR. BOB DAUMBACH: Yeah.

MS. MCCRACKEN:; -- can you explain maybe what that --
what a quality control person is, because I'm interested
in materials maybe coming from America, and you'd be the

person that we would want to talk to, to be sure that
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those -- would you be the right one to talk to, to be sure
that what we're buying would be quality?

¥R. BOB BAUMBACH: We hope 80, yes. On projects like
this -- I'm sorry. On projects like this, a large number
of engineers will specify in documents exactly what it is
we want the manufacturers to manufacture. They'll
indicate all the — for that matter the building trades
built. It will be specified in documents and also in
drawings. We'll say how pure the copper has to be and
indicate the shapes, et cetera, that we needed. And as
the Accelerator moves along the shapes, although they're
similar, are due change.

It is the job of Quality Assurance and Quality
Control to verify that, in fact, the wmaterial is the
material the engineers specified and in fact, the
dimensions of the finished product and the performance of
the finished product is just as specified. 8o although
quality assurance and quality control are independent of
the engineer, they're working right alongside the engineer
ensuring that we get the product which was apecified.
Does that answer your guestion?

M8, NCCRACKENs Somewhat. How do you know -- who
decides what kind of copper you want in the first place?
Is that another group that decides that before you have

to --
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KR, BAUMBACH: Definitely so. What I am or what
Quality Assurance and Quality Control are -- people are, a
support for the engineers and the scientists who have
developed the specifications. Ve really have no input
into it and we don't have the ability to say, well, yeah,
that's okay. We have to live within what the engineer
spacifies and what the scientists from Los Alamos
specifies.

M8. MCCRACKEM: Okay. Who would be the one that told
us how thick that copper -- I wmean -- okay, eince I don‘t
know anything and that's defense and all, I mean, somebody
had to decide that this copper plece had to be this thick
and that -- I mean, who would know -- you know, when you
talk about thege scientiste? And I keep going, well,
where are they? Which ones? You know, do you trace them
back to Britain or Russia or where are they? You know.

HR. RAMBAY: Well, actually it would be the two
gentlemen sitting right behind you,

Kg. MCCRACKRN: Thank yot;. And we didn't have to go

20 to Britain tonight. Thank you very much that we do have
21 sowe American -- okay. Then you can probably explain.
’ MR. BAUMBACH: Well, it's a tvo-step process. Right
28 now this technology, and including a etudy of the
2 materials that can be most effectively be used in this
2 plan, are being studied and tested and evaluated as part
-6
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of an engineering development and demonstration program at
Los Alamos National Laboratory. And from that we will
provide information to the design team on what materials
have worked and what tests that we have run at Los Alamos
to demonstrate and to prove that these various components
of the Accelexator, the target blanket, the tritium
processing system will work and will provide the
processing as required to make this tritium in a
production plant. And we will then transfer that
information to the design team and the deaign team is a
team that's lead by Barnes and Roe Enterprise,
Incorporation, teamead with the General Atomics
Corporation Vtrom 8an Diego. And we will provide them with
that information and then they will translate that
information into engineering drawings and designs and
specifications. And my colleague to my left, Carmello
Rodriguez, will then take that data and apply that to the
plant deaign.

MR, RODRICGUEZ:

Yeah. I have my own accent, but I'm

as American as you are, so. I'm very proud to tell you
the technology has been invented in the U.8., specifically
at the Los Alamoa National Lab, and so we're proud to be
part of the team, We think this is a very important
project for the Defenses Program because it fulfills a

national need and does that in a clean way,
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environmentally
friendly, and also provides a path for the future. It
leaves a legacy for important functions that will be here
in the future in the form of destruction of plutonium and
destruction of nuclear waste.

8o wa're very proud to be part of this team,
Wa're collecting information from Jim's teams. And a lot
of the work -- most of the work has been done at the -- in
the Los Alamos area right now. We have about thirty-seven
people here in Aiken doing some of the balance plant work
And we
also have some support functions in Florida, New Jersey,

in preparation for the conatruction of the plant.

and San Diego, California.

Most of the technology that is being used here
is -- uses proven concepts and proven components. Most of
the equipment from electrical distribution systems to
pumps and cooling towers, a lot of the tungsten targets,
they're all made in the U,S. A lot of the material is
coming from a company out of Oregon, exotic materials, and
[unintelligible] super conductor materials. Copper is
widely available in this country.

There may be some special tools, some special
techniques for forming some of the more specialized parts
of the components in the Accelerator that are being built

in the Los Alamos area right now for testing purposes.
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For mass production there are special tools that we may
bring from some of the Allied countries in RBurope that we
would intend to talk them into forwming a partnership with
an American company and produce the components in the U.S.
M8, NCCRACKRM: Can we make a video of this? I think
the public is really impressed when they hear -- I am when
And I think it
builds a lot of confidence, you know, when you hear

I hear people talk about these projscts.

pecple, you know, talk about these projects and feel like
you're doing a good job @o -- and I enjoy hearing it. I
also want y‘al) to talk.

MR, RAMBRYt Kevin, would you mind mentioning a
little more about some of our contract clauses related to
American --

MR. KEVIN HALL: We're talking about materiale and
where they came from, hoping they'd come from the United
States. Before the Department will enter into a contract
for anybody doing work for defense needs, they're required
to institute in that contract a "Buy American® clause.

Our contract with Burns aid Roe has a "Buy
American* clause. Bo they‘re required to consider
American suppliers and prove to us, the government, any
time that they choose to use a foreign supplier for any
particular material. So everything that's going to be

used on the Accelerator should come from United States
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unless in certain cases where that material or that
particular component is not available in the United
8tates.

There is one particular example where the
superconducting cavities that you see next to the computer
screen in the back of the room come in -- they get formed
into a complicated piece of hardware called a cryomodule.
Right now in America there may not be any companies that
can make that, 8o that could be bought from overseas.

But one of the challenges we've given to Burns

- and Roe and how -- and the government is going to rate

Burns and Roe, i.e., pay them or not pay them on their
ability to perhaps find a U.8. industry, and build that
industry up and be able to build that in the United States
rather than purchase it overseas. But it could come from
overgeas,

But they‘re contractually required, we ate --
everyone working with this project is contractually
required to use goods and services from the United States
unless it's unavailable, then they have to prove to the
government and get the government's approval to buy
anything overseas.

¥3. MCCRACKEN: Does that include personnel?
MR. HALLt As far as labor, if a foreign national

wants to work on the project, it also requires government
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approval.

M8, MCCRACREN: 1Is there a “Buy American* clause on
labor?

MR. HALL: Off the top of my head, there's a *Buy
American® clause on labox. I don't know if there's one in
the contract; I can assure you that almost overwhelmingly
everyona working on the project is from the United States.
A couple of cases wa've had to bring in an outaide expert
or two from overseans.

M3. MCCRACEEN: Who would that be?

MR, HALL: Westinghouse has brought in an
individual who's a Canadian national, who's an expert on
accelerator systems to provide them some advice. I know
that QGeneral Atomice has considered hiring some folks who
ware expearts in some of the ap&ialty components or thinges
that we have to uese from foreign sources.

M8, MCCRACREN; Well, we do have to use some things
from foreign sources, you said?

MR. MALL: No. No. We don't have to use the
foreign sources, GCeneral Atomics has found some experts
in the particular technologies that were available who
happened to be foreign nationals,

M8, MCCRACKEN: It would appear that all the
experience that's been at Savannsh River, to say that you
can't £ind something here, and then you've got another

-11-
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part of DOR putting out money trying to start an incubator
and were firing people, I mean, I think it would be a
massive, number one priority in the Department of Energy
to make sure that we use people and -- you know, from this
country. Certainly y'all have all the experience. 1
can't imagine any other country having more experience in
this area than --

MR, HALL: Well, I don't think any country has
any more experience in making defense materials. We are
applying a first-of-a-kind technology. As far as the
laid-off individuals from Savannah River, I know that
Burns and Roe have made a concerted effort to recruit
folks and have begun to hire a number of people who have
been lajd off from Savannah River and place them in the
Aiken office, so that they're doing their beat that they
can to use displaced workers from SRS to continue this SRS
activity.

M8, MCCRACKEN: I know the General Accounting Office
has just put out and done some studies over the last year
and being very concerned about foreign visitors to our
laboratories and that the Department of Energy has been
very lax in securing our technology. Maybe the concern
may not be so much of what we're bringing here as how much
is going out. So that maybe the Department needs to

tighten up and, obviously, with the General Accounting
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Office bringing this in, there needs to'be some -- a lot
of people at these meetings asking a lot of questions
about who your coneultants are and who these individuals
are that you're bringing in. I wonder if we could get a
list -- could I get a list of all persons who may be
outaide of our country that the different contractors are
using? That's one of wmy qQuestions.

MR. RAMSEYs Well, certainly you could, and we'd be
happy to do that for this project. But I'd like to
emphagize the fact that they are consultants to us means
that we're taking theix technology.

way around,

It's not the other
We are actually making use of foreign
technology on this project.

M8. MCCRACKEM: I would find that digturbing since
we've done that with so much billions of dollars that
we've put in this project.

M. RODRIGURZS

Juet for clarity. We haven't brought

any consultants from foreign countries. We have -- we
tried to hire a couple of Chinese nationals who were --
who received asylum in this country after the Teinamen
Square event and entered the University of California, and
they are here. They have no other place to go. They are
legal residents and they would be eligible for citizenship
in another couple of years. And as it turns out, they went

to work for Stanford. But we haven't brought anyone from
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an outaide country that ie not a U.8. citizen.
Okay .

either make a statement, a comment, ask a question? Okay.

MR, DAVIS: I8 there anyone else that wanta to

Do you have anywmore?
M8, MCCRACKEM: I mean, I just reading the General

Accounting office books, y'all. I'm just coming to the

And, you know, I'm just

I hear people talking about being laid off and

I think y'all scund pretty smart at these meetings. 1I

meetings and reading that.

concernad.

can‘t imagine, I mean, anybody else doing any better than
our folks. 80, 1 mean, I think it's an issue of you
know, technology that we should do our best, and there is
& separate component here. 1I'd like to urge Burns and
Roe or any of your contract people to start up a business
in our country if it's not there and it's obviously
something very high tech and tie those into training

S0 maybe you
ought to take some of those people that lost their jobs,

programs 80 that we can put people to work,

put them out working on that project to get this project.
I think they do & lot to promote the project just, say,
around the country and that you're making cthie the all-
American project.
MR. RAMSAY:
KR. DAVIS:

Carmelo, you listen to her.
Okay. Well, thanks for your comments.

Do we have any written oneas? Has anybody turned in a
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written one to anyone? Or do you have one that you're
holding? Okay.

Well, I just want to remind you, once again, of
the displays and the people. If you want to continue some
discusaions with the folks here, there are lots of people
to talk to about thias. I want to remind you about the
evaluation sheets., Please let us know how the meeting
went, if you would, s0 we can improve it as we need to.
And that's -- if nobody else has anything, I believe we're
through. Thank you very much for coming. Thank you.

[Meeting concluded at 6:40 p.m.)
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2 m&g PN
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South Carolina Department of Commerca

The Office of State Budget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate
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involved in efforts to obtain and use foderal assistance, and to assess the
relationship of proposals to their plans and programs,

Please review the attached informeation, mindful of the impact it may have on your

agency's goals and objectives, Document the results of review in the space
ed. Return your to us by the suspense date indieated above. Your

comments will ba and utilized in making the official state recommendation

cs:-:}ﬁm the project. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant

fe agency.

Should you have no comment, please return the form signed and dated.
If you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485, Rodney Grixsle
Project is consistent with our goals and objectives, 1A ECELY E)

AN 22 wid

Request a conference to discuss commenta, P som & Gontrol Board
O ki0E OF STATE BUDGET

Please discontinue sending profects with this CFDA# to
our office for review,

Comments on proposed Application ave as follows:

O0Oo0oad

C

Office of State Butliﬁget
South Carolina Project Notification and Review
1122 Lady Street, 12th floor -
Columbia , 8C 29201 smnW-mzowlgég“"
-
Stan M, McKinney
Office of the Adjutant General

The Office of State Budget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate
state and local officials are given the opportunity to review, comment, and be
involved in efforts to obtain and use federal assistance, and to assess the
relationship of proposals to their plans and programs.

Please review the attached information, mindful of the impact it tay have on your
agen?n goals and objectives, Document the results of your review in the space
provided, Return m:;::pom to us by the suspense date indicated above. Your
comments will be revi and utilized in mah!llf the official state recommendation
&Tng the project. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant

eral agency,

Should you have no comment, please return the form signed and dated.
If you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485, Rodney Grizzle

B/ijeetlseonsiatantwiﬂlourgoa]sandobjecﬂm.

D Request a conference to discuss comments. RECBN BD
D Please discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to JAN 19 1998

our office for review. Budoet & Control Boant
E] Commenta on proposed Application are as follows: OF STATE suoaET

o

m-hm&u_%__— Dote: _£=¢2:37
ﬂﬁq.&mi.&a@ﬂé-—. Phove: 2206 K

Date; _Jtn. 15, 1998

ol e

Tite: Director Phone; {003) 7H-0020

Comments\Clearhon.doc



Office of State BudEet wnd B
n view

South Carolina Project Noti
1192 Lady Street, 13th floce —— -
Columbia , 6C 29201 MW
Busj Date
pense

Beth McC
8.C. Dopnthnont of Parks, Recreation and Touriam

The Office of Btate Budget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project

Notification and Review Systam(SCPNRB). Through the system the appropriate
state and Jocal officials are given the opportunity to review, comment, and be
involved in efforts to obtain and use asaistance, and 1o sasess the

relationahip of proposals to their plans and programs.

Please review the attached information, mindful of the impact it may have on your
agms goals and objectives. Document the results of raviewinthespm

nsetouabythn
wmmnhwiﬂbomvhwu{ mn:.lﬂnfthooﬂidahhhmmmondaum
concerning the project. mmmmmwm be forwarded to the cognizant
federal agency.
Should you have no comment, please return the form sigued and dated.
1£ you have any queations, call me at (803) 734-0485. Rodosy Griasle

. . . and RF(‘T‘IN nw-.j
D Project ig consistent with our goala ohjectives. DEC 2 9 1997
D Request a confarence to discuss commenta.

Burnat & Conlrol Board
OFrwt OF STATE BUDGET
D Ploase discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to

our office for review.
] Commentson powdAppnuhonmufonows.
e e

Tony £. Balbar
Title: — Plasiey Lltay s Phona: _L.'XZZZL___' o7

Office of State Budget
South Carclina Project No tion and Review

1132 Lady Strest, 13th floor - -
State A 1dentifigr
Columbia , 50 25201 B18971209-009
Suspense Date
V1697

Joel T. Cassidy
South Carolina Employment Security Commission

The Oifice of State Budget is authorizad to operate the South Carvlina Project
Notification and Roview System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate
state and local officials are given the o ta review, comment, and be
involved in efforts to obtain and use asgistance, and to assess the
relationghip of proposals to their plans and programs,
Please review tho attached information, mindful of the impact it may have on your
aaemgoahmdohjecﬁm Dommenﬂhem\ﬂhofymnwhwinﬂunpm
pro Ratum ourmpomwuabyuwsuspemdataindkaudabwe Your
berevhwedanduﬁund wsfthaomchlmhrmmmndnhon

concerning the project. The recommendation be forwarded to the cognizant
foderal agency.

Should you have no commaent, please return the form signed and dated.
If you have any queations, call me at (803) 784-0485. Roduey Grizsle

D Project i consistent with our goals and chjoctives.
Request a conforence to discuss comments.

O o
E Pleandiaeonﬁmaendingpmecbmththhm e
O

our office for review.
o Budgtt & O
Commaents on proposed Application are as follows:  crce oF £-.

soiee il -Gy,

Title: __Buecutdve Rixactok . oo Phone: _£03-237-2617 =

Date; 12/22/97

Cummcnls\Clcarlu(




Office of State Budget
South Carolina Project Notification and Review

1122 Lady Street, 19th floor
. " State A Tdentifi
Columbia , 5C 29201 nﬁ% or
RPr‘m‘.'nD
Suspense Date
. DEC 19 1997 1607
Nancy Brock s, DLraR Lt R

South Carolina Depmme‘i';'t".mmm“ry

The Offica of State Budget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the appropriate
state and local officinls are given the to review, oommcnt,andbe
involved in sfforts to obtain and use foderal assistance, an

relationship of proposals to their plans and programs,

Please review the attached information, mindful of the impact it may have on your

a 's goals and ohjectives. Document the results of review in the epace
provi ed. Return your to us hy the suspense data indicated above. Your
comments will be revi and utilived in making the official state recommendation

concerning the project. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant
federal agency.

Should you have no comment, pleasa return the form signed E&mﬂD

If you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485, ney Griz
W

cat ® ° fnard
I‘tu,;e«:t:isetnmlsiaemf.withmn-gualntmdo‘)j«:ﬁg’ﬁmt oF sm':'wu:aﬂ
Request a conferenca to discuss comments.

Please discontinne mdmg projects with this CFDA# to
our office for review.

Comments on Appliea as follows:
SQas §¢-§E£ Eﬁ.,:é&

MOOR

(

Office of State Bud

South Carolina Project N eatnon and Review

1122 Lady Street, 12th floor vy

Columbia , 8C 29201 “Eliglmggﬁﬂer
T

Ronald E. Mitchum
Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester Council of Governments

The Office of State Pudget is authorized to operate the South Carolina Project
Notification and Review System (SCPNRS). Through the system the app
state and local officials are given the opportunity to review, comment, and
involved in efforts to obtain and usea federal assistance, a nd to assess the
relationship of proposals to their plans and programs.

Pleass review the attached information, mindful of the impact it may hnve on your
agency’s goals and oh;ect{vee Document the resulta of review in the space
provided. Remm e to us by the suspense date indicated above. Your
comments will and utilized in making the official state recommendation
concerning the projeet. The recommendation will be forwarded to the cognizant
federal agency.

Should you have no comment, please return the form signed and dated.

If you have any questions, call me at (803) 734-0485. Rodney Grizale
D Project is consistent with our goals and ohjectives.

D Request a conference to discuss comments,

D Please discontinue sending projects with this CFDA# to
our office for review,

D Comments on proposed Application are as follows:

Signature: Date:

Commems\Clearhou.doc
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B-2 B-2
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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uninvolved worker

B-3, D-14

IN-3

A



