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MASON&HANGER CORPORATION
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AUG 6 ST SWITH ATTACHMENTSIENGL
Mr. John R. Kirby, Lead %aw y
Production Operations Team ‘
Amarillo Area Office
USDOE

Amarillo, TX 79120-0020
Re: Model FL Container Sunlight Controls

Dear Mr. Kirby:

This letter is in response to Mark Blackburm’s (DOE/AAQ) phone message to Bob Stephenson on
August 14, 1997, instructing Mason & Hanger Corporation to incorporate Model FL. sunlight
controls into Engineering Instruction PE97-093. Mark relayed a phone message from Steve
Nunley (DOE/AL/NESD) in which he expressed two concerns. The first deait with packaged
Model FL containers not being exposed to sunlight. The second dealt with temperature controls
for packaged FLs with Type 83, Type 93, or Type 100 pits to 100°F rather than the allowed
110°F level

Mason & Hanger already has a formal procedure in place to control packaged FL contamer
exposure to sunlight. A Technical Procedure Change Request (#24251) to procedure 7-5650,
“General Safety Requirements for Zone 4," was submitted June 25, 1997. This change request
adds the following to 7-5650, step 11.1.5: “Model FL containers cannot be exposed to sunlight,
(except those containing W45, W56, W70, or W71 pit types)”. A copy of this change request
was included in our submission to DOE on July 25, 1997. Because the only opportunity for
packaged FL containers to be exposed to direct sunlight is during transfers into or out of Zone 4,
this procedure implements the required exposure controls.

Mason & Hanger chose to control all pits to the 100°F o less level so as to put in place more
uniform administrative controls rather than different controls for each pit type. Thisis a
conservative approach that complies with the SARP and with Steve Nunley’s letters.

In an August 12, 1997, letter from J. C. Yarbrough to Steve Nunley subject, “Defense Programs
Pit Surveillance Activities,” Mason & Hanger committed to providing the DOE a position paper
on the FL thermal issues by August 29, 1997. The plan to provide the paper has been revised.
This will be an agenda item at the August 27, 1997, meeting of the Joint Thermal Team. We are
planmng three weeks to prepare the paper plus one week review. The new date for submission to
DOE is September 30, 1997.
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Mr. Jobn R Kirby Page 2
Model FL Contamer Sunlight Controls

Mason & Hanger has suspended all movement of Defense Program support pits in Model FL
containers until formal notice to resume is received from DOE.

Should further information be required, please contact Charles Caldwell at (806)477-4033.

Very truly yours,

/
/ . J. C. X arbrough
Division Manager
Engineering and Design

JCY:saa
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