
           ALS Paragon 
 

 
Isotopic Americium 

Case Narrative 
 

Los Alamos National Laboratory SMO 
Rock -- 09-476 

Work Order Number:  0812153 
 
1. This report consists of the analytical results and supporting documentation for one solid sample 

received by ALS Paragon on 12/16/2008. 
 
2. This sample was prepared according to procedures SOP773R10, SOP778R12, and SOP751R2.  

Modifications were made to the method as described in QASS #365782.  Due to activity seen in 
prescreen, the sample was prepared at a reduced aliquot of ~0.25gram.     

 
3. The sample was analyzed for the presence of 241Am according to procedure SOP714R11.  The 

analysis was completed on 01/28/2009. 
 
4. The isotopic analysis results for this sample are reported on an ‘as received’ basis in units of 

pCi/gram.   
 
5. Due to insufficient sample volume, a laboratory control sample duplicate (LCSD) was prepared in 

lieu of a prep batch duplicate.    
 
6. The associated method blank was prepared at a reduced aliquot to facilitate accurate comparison with 

the sample. Consequently, the requested MDC of 0.02 pCi/gram was not achieved following a 
standard count time of 300 minutes.  The achieved MDC for the method blank is less than one fifth 
the activity for the associated sample. The sample is identified with an “M” flag on the final reports.   

 
7. The requested MDC of 0.02 pCi/gram was not met for sample 0812153-1.  The reported activity for 

this sample is greater than the achieved MDC.  This sample is identified with an “M3” flag on the 
final reports. 

 
8. No further anomalous situations were encountered during the preparation or analysis of this sample.  

All remaining quality control criteria were met. 
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Paragon OrderNum: 0812153
Client Name: Los Alamos National Laboratory SMO

Client Project Name: Rock
Client Project Number: 09-476

Client PO Number: 33204-001-06 F3

Lab Sample 
Number

Client Sample 
Number

Matrix Date 
Collected

Time 
Collected

COC Number

Sample Number(s) Cross-Reference Table

ALS Paragon

0812153-1CAPU-09-1656 SOLID 09-Dec-08

Page 1 of 1
Tuesday, February 03, 2009Date Printed:LIMS Version:  6.242A

ALS Paragon
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Isotopic Americium By Alpha Spectroscopy

PAI 714 Rev 11Method Blank Results

Prep SOP: PAI 778 Rev 12
Final Aliquot: 0.259 g

Count Time: 300 minutes

Lab Name:

Client Name: Los Alamos National Laboratory SMO
ClientProject ID: Rock 09-476

Work Order Number: 0812153

Lab ID: AS090122-1MB

Date Analyzed: 28-Jan-09

Date Collected: 23-Jan-09

Sample Matrix: SOLID

Date Prepared: 23-Jan-09

Prep Batch: AS090122-1

Run ID: AS090122-1B
QCBatchID: AS090122-1-1 Result Units: pCi/g

File Name:Spectrum #1

Target Nuclide Lab QualifierResult +/- s TPU1 MDC

PAI 714 Rev 11

CASNO Requested
 MDC

ALS Paragon

Am-24114596-10-2 U,M0.1210.016 +/- 0.042 0.02

Chemical Yield Summary

Control 
Limits

UnitsUnitsCarrier/Tracer Control 
Limits

FlagAmount Added Result Yield

Am-243 78.917.61 13.9 pCi/g 30 - 110 %

Data Package ID: AM0812153-1

Page 1 of 1Tuesday, February 03, 2009Date Printed:
LIMS Version:  6.242A

Qualifiers/Flags:

Y2 - Chemical Yield outside default limits.

Abbreviations:

TPU - Total Propagated Uncertainty (see PAI SOP 743)

MDC - Minimum Detectable Concentration (see PAI SOP 709)

LT - Result is less than Requested MDC, greater than sample specific MDC.

Comments:

U   - Result is less than the sample specific MDC.

Y1 - Chemical Yield is in control at 100-110%.  Quantitative Yield is assumed.

M - Requested MDC not met.

B3 - Analyte concentration greater than MDC but less than Requested MDC.

B - Analyte concentration greater than MDC.

BDL - Below Detection Limit

ALS Paragon
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Isotopic Americium By Alpha Spectroscopy
PAI 714 Rev 11

Laboratory Control Sample(s)

Prep SOP: PAI 778 Rev 12
Final Aliquot: 0.259 g

Count Time: 300 minutes

Lab Name:

Client Name: Los Alamos National Laboratory SMO
ClientProject ID: Rock 09-476

Work Order Number: 0812153

Lab ID: AS090122-1LCS

Date Analyzed: 28-Jan-09

Date Collected: 23-Jan-09

Sample Matrix: SOLID

Date Prepared: 23-Jan-09

Prep Batch: AS090122-1

Run ID: AS090122-1B
QCBatchID: AS090122-1-1 Result Units: pCi/g

File Name:Spectrum #1

ALS Paragon

Target 
Nuclide

Lab 
Qualifier

Spike Added Control
 LimitsResults +/- s TPU1

MDC % RecCASNO

Am-241 16.7 1.5 0.1 P,M317.2 96.9 79 - 118+/-14596-10-2

Chemical Yield Summary

Control 
Limits

UnitsUnitsCarrier/Tracer Control 
Limits

FlagAmount Added Result Yield

Am-243 73.617.61 13.0 pCi/g 30 - 110 %

Data Package ID: AM0812153-1

Page 1 of 2Tuesday, February 03, 2009Date Printed:
LIMS Version:  6.242A

Comments:

Qualifiers/Flags:

Y2 - Chemical Yield outside default limits.

Abbreviations:

TPU - Total Propagated Uncertainty (see PAI SOP 743)

MDC - Minimum Detectable Concentration (see PAI SOP 709)LT - Result is less than Requested MDC, greater than sample specific MDC.

U   - Result is less than the sample specific MDC.

Y1 - Chemical Yield is in control at 100-110%.  Quantitative Yield is assumed.

L - LCS Recovery below lower control limit.

H - LCS Recovery above upper control limit.

P - LCS Recovery within control limits.

M - The requested MDC was not met.
M3 - The requested MDC was not met, but thereported
         activity is greater than the reported MDC.

ALS Paragon
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Isotopic Americium By Alpha Spectroscopy
PAI 714 Rev 11

Laboratory Control Sample(s)

Prep SOP: PAI 778 Rev 12
Final Aliquot: 0.259 g

Count Time: 300 minutes

Lab Name:

Client Name: Los Alamos National Laboratory SMO
ClientProject ID: Rock 09-476

Work Order Number: 0812153

Lab ID: AS090122-1LCSD

Date Analyzed: 28-Jan-09

Date Collected: 23-Jan-09

Sample Matrix: SOLID

Date Prepared: 23-Jan-09

Prep Batch: AS090122-1

Run ID: AS090122-1B
QCBatchID: AS090122-1-1 Result Units: pCi/g

File Name:Spectrum #1

ALS Paragon

Target 
Nuclide

Lab 
Qualifier

Spike Added Control
 LimitsResults +/- s TPU1

MDC % RecCASNO

Am-241 17.9 1.6 0.2 P,M317.2 104 79 - 118+/-14596-10-2

Chemical Yield Summary

Control 
Limits

UnitsUnitsCarrier/Tracer Control 
Limits

FlagAmount Added Result Yield

Am-243 74.717.61 13.2 pCi/g 30 - 110 %

Data Package ID: AM0812153-1

Page 2 of 2Tuesday, February 03, 2009Date Printed:
LIMS Version:  6.242A

Comments:

Qualifiers/Flags:

Y2 - Chemical Yield outside default limits.

Abbreviations:

TPU - Total Propagated Uncertainty (see PAI SOP 743)

MDC - Minimum Detectable Concentration (see PAI SOP 709)LT - Result is less than Requested MDC, greater than sample specific MDC.

U   - Result is less than the sample specific MDC.

Y1 - Chemical Yield is in control at 100-110%.  Quantitative Yield is assumed.

L - LCS Recovery below lower control limit.

H - LCS Recovery above upper control limit.

P - LCS Recovery within control limits.

M - The requested MDC was not met.
M3 - The requested MDC was not met, but thereported
         activity is greater than the reported MDC.

ALS Paragon
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Isotopic Americium By Alpha Spectroscopy
PAI 714 Rev 11

Duplicate Sample Results (DER)

Prep SOP: PAI 778 Rev 12
Final Aliquot: 0.259 g

Count Time: 300 minutes

Lab Name:

Client Name: Los Alamos National Laboratory SMO
ClientProject ID: Rock 09-476

Work Order Number: 0812153

Field ID:
Lab ID: AS090122-1LCSD

Date Analyzed: 28-Jan-09

Date Collected: 23-Jan-09

Sample Matrix: SOLID

Date Prepared: 23-Jan-09

Prep Batch: AS090122-1

Run ID: AS090122-1B
QCBatchID: AS090122-1-1

Result Units: pCi/g
File Name:Spectrum #1

Prep Basis: As Received
Moisture(%): NA

ALS Paragon

Analyte          Sample                   Duplicate          DER Control
Limit

Lab 
QualifiersResult +/- s TPU1 Result +/- s TPU1

CASNO

Am-241 0.28 2.13 P,M314596-10-2 17.9 +/- 1.616.7 +/- 1.5

Data Package ID: AM0812153-1

Page 1 of 1Tuesday, February 03, 2009Date Printed:
LIMS Version:  6.242A

Comments:

Duplicate Qualifiers/Flags: Abbreviations:

TPU - Total Propagated Uncertainty (see PAI SOP 743)

DER - Duplicate Error Ratio (see PAI SOP 715)

BDL - Below Detection Limit

NR - Not Reported

M - Requested MDC not met.

L - LCS Recovery below lower control limit.

H - LCS Recovery above upper control limit.

P - LCS, Matrix Spike Recovery within control limits.

N - Matrix Spike Recovery outside control limits

U - Result is less than the sample specific MDC.

Y2 - Chemical Yield outside default limits.

LT - Result is less than Request MDC, greater than sample specific MDC

Y1 - Chemical Yield is in control at 100-110%.  Quantitative yield is assumed.

M3 - The requested MDC was not met, but the reported
         activity is greater than the reported MDC.

W - DER is greater than Warning Limit of 1.42

ALS Paragon

D - DER is greater than Control Limit of  2.13
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Isotopic Americium By Alpha Spectroscopy
PAI 714 Rev 11
Sample Results

Prep SOP: PAI 778 Rev 12
Final Aliquot: 0.259 g

Count Time: 300 minutes

Lab Name:

Client Name: Los Alamos National Laboratory SMO
ClientProject ID: Rock 09-476

Work Order Number: 0812153

Field ID: CAPU-09-1656

Lab ID: 0812153-1

Date Analyzed: 28-Jan-09

Date Collected: 09-Dec-08

Sample Matrix: SOLID

 Report Basis: As Received
Date Prepared: 23-Jan-09

Prep Batch: AS090122-1

Run ID: AS090122-1B
QCBatchID: AS090122-1-1

Result Units: pCi/g
File Name:Spectrum #1

Target Nuclide Lab QualifierResult +/- s TPU1 MDC

Prep Basis: As Received
Moisture(%): NA

Analysis ReqCode:  ASP-A-021

CASNO Requested
 MDC

ALS Paragon

Am-241 M30.153.89 +/- 0.4714596-10-2 0.02

Chemical Yield Summary

Control 
Limits

UnitsUnitsCarrier/Tracer Control 
Limits

FlagAmount Added Result Yield

Am-243 65.017.61 11.44 pCi/g 30 - 110 %

Data Package ID: AM0812153-1

Page 1 of 1Tuesday, February 03, 2009Date Printed:
LIMS Version:  6.242A

Qualifiers/Flags:

Y2 - Chemical Yield outside default limits.

Abbreviations:

TPU - Total Propagated Uncertainty (see PAI SOP 743)

MDC - Minimum Detectable Concentration (see PAI SOP 709)

LT - Result is less than Requested MDC, greater than sample specific MDC.

Comments:

U   - Result is less than the sample specific MDC.

Y1 - Chemical Yield is in control at 100-110%.  Quantitative Yield is assumed.

M - The requested MDC was not met.

M3 - The requested MDC was not met, but the reported
         activity is greater than the reported MDC.

BDL - Below Detection Limit

ALS Paragon
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