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BIRDS OF THE NEVADA TEST SITL

During the course of ecological studies con-
ducted ut the Atomic Energy Commission test
site since 1939 in the vicinity of Mercury, Ne-
vada, collections and observations of the birds

" of the area were made. Although the work on

birds was somewhat incidental to other phases
of the study, a considerable amount of infor-
mation nevertheless was assembled, and it would.

~ .seem to be desirable to publish it at this time.

Most of the collecting and observing was done
during 1961 and 1962, at which time about 900

- specimens were collected and prepared as study
'skins and several thousand individual  obser-
. vations were recorded. - o

The overall project at Mercury was carried
on under a contract. (AT(11-1)786) between the
Atomic Energy Commission and Brigham Young
University. Dr. Dorald M. Allred of the De-
partment of Zoology at” Brigham Young Uni-
versity was the principal investigator and served -
as general supervisor of the project. Clive D.
Jorgensen, who- was at the time the immediate
director of the work at the site, made some of
the collections and observations of the birds.
The work of the authors was as follows: Hay-
ward did some collecting and observing at the

site during .the summer -of 1960 and has been

responsible for cataloguing and identifying the
specimens and for writing most of this manu-
script. Killpack and Richards, both - of whom

~worked at intervals on the site, were responsible

for most of the field collecting and recording,
particularly during the 1961 and 1962 seasons.
Killpack lias also done most of the work on the

W. H. Rickard made some observations on the
nesting of birds at the test site.. His data were
available to us through his publication (1961).

Richards (1962) has published a short paper on .

the wintering of certain birds in the area. Our
own information has been recorded on IBM

ccards and reproduced so as to indicate numbers,

seasonal ozcurrence, and habitat relations for

-ciach species. This information has been used

extcnsiycly in preparing this report. Consider-
ing the fact that the study of birds was some-

~ what of a sideline to other aspects of the pro-

ject a remarkable amount of data was assembled.
It is especially important that most of the spec-
ies kuravn to occur in the area are represented

‘by collected specimens. .

Al]red; Beck and Jorgenseén (1963) have des-
cribed in-considerable detail the principal biotic

‘commnunities of the Nevada Test Site. They

have also included a list of the known species

of birds and indicated their habitat preferences.

For this reason it will not be necessary here

.to comment extensively on the biotic commun- - '

ides and .their ecological significance. It may

‘be desirable, however, to point out certain
- features of the physical and biotic habitats that -
- influence -the distribution and occurrence of

the avifauna _of the ‘area. . ,
Considering the generally desert condition

of the area, it is rather remarkable that so
~ many different kinds of water and shore birds
- have been recorded. Nearly all of these birds
‘are transients and their occurrence is depend-

ent upon the availability of open water, which

-is variable from season to season and from year

to year. The playa basins, of Frenchman and
Yucca Flats sometimes contain considerable
water. In fact, the basin at Frenchman Flat

“was partially dammed off and during the winter -

of 1960-61 and the followiag summer contained
a lake several feet dcep. Run-off from local -
cloudbursts frequently collects in these basins,

‘and the water may remain for several weeks

or months. Nearly all of the common species

~.of local and transient water birds stop on these

lakes. Most of the kinds of shore and wading

‘birds that ordinarily migrate across the area

also stop for varying lengths of time at the -
playa lakes. At wells 3B and 5B there are .

.small reservoirs which contain. water most of
bibliography.” Prior to the time of this project, - the time and also attract a few water and shore

. - birds. - Over the entire test site there are a few . -
~small. . natural :springs including. Topopah-' . .-

Spring, Tippipah Spring, White Rock Spring
and Cane Springs. - L .

“Although these springs and reservoirs are

limited both in size and in number, they rep-
resent scattered oases in an otherwise waterless
area, and often attract large concentrations of

ssmal! land birds that come in especially in the

evening to feed and drink. Most characteristic

of these aggregations are horned larks, mourning

doves, and nighthawks. In addition to these
large, conspicuous concentrations of certain

species there is a steady stream of small passer-

ines as well as large birds in and out of the
spring areas. This is particularly evident at Cane
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Springs, where there is some cover as well as-

water. - These water sources, small as they are,
are responsible for the presence of many specics
of birds that would not otherwise find the hab-
itit suitable to their survival

The atowic testing activities and the building
" of roadways within the test site have resulted
in localized changes in the natural desert veg-
etation that undoubtedly have influenced the

numbers and- distribution of certain kinds of

birds. When the natural desert vegetation is

destroved, either by an atomic explosion or by"
road building or other construction work, it is’

typically replaced within a short time by Russian

thistle (Salsola kali) This weed ‘serves as a.
source of food and cover for many small birds, -
notably the house finch, which feeds on it in-
great flocks, especially during: the wianter. It
scems likely that this species is far more abund-
ant in theé area, owing to these community mod--

ifications, than it otherwise would be. - Utility

poles along the roadways serve as convenient

perches for several kinds of hawks, falcons and
the raven, as well as some other species.

From the point of view of the avifauna, the
‘natural, undisturbed communities fall into two
general types. The higher plateau areas exem-

plified by Rainier Mesa and- Pahute Mesa are
characterized by a predominance of Pinyon-Jun-

iper woodland in which such species. as the
pinon Jay (Cymnorhinus ' cyanocephalus),
Mountain Chicadee (Parus gambeli), Plain Tit-
‘mouse {Parus inornatus), Solitary Vireo (Vireo
solitarius), and Black- throated Gray Warbler
(Decndroica nigrescens ) are characteristic resi-
" -dents. The lower type, occupying wide valleys

typified by Frenchman, Yucca and Jackass Flats,’

“is vegetated predominantly by a variety of low

in a position. of transition between what has
been called the Southern Desert Shrub Biome

- .and Northern Desert  Shrub Biome (Fautin,

1946) or the Lower Sonoran and Upper Sonoran

Lifc Zones (Merriam, 1910). As would be ex-
pected, elements of. both of these major com-

tunitics are to be found in the flora and fauna
of the test site arca. Typical resident birds of
the Southern Desert Shrub include the Lesser
- Nighthawk " (Chordeiles” acutipennis), Costa’s
Hiummingbird (Calypte costae), Ladder-backed
- Waadpecker - (Dendracopos  scalaris), Cactus
Wren (Campylorhynchus bruneicapillum) and
LeConte's Thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei): All
of thicse are present at the Nevada Test Site. The
Sage Thrasher (Orcoscoptes montanus), Green-

3

tailed Towhee (Chlorura chlorura), and Brew-
ct’s Sparrow (Spizella breceri), typical resident
birds of the Northern Desert Shrub, also occur,
During the breeding season the Southern Desert
Shrub clement seems to be predominant in these
lower valleys. » '
In winter the open and warmer valleys af-
ford a suitable feeding ground for thousands of
small passerine birds, many of. which move in

.from higher altitudes or more northern latitudes..

‘Typicul of these wintering birds are the Sa

ge

Sparrow (Amphispiza belli), House Finch (Car- -

. podacus mexicanus), several kinds of juncos

- (Junco caniceps, Junco oreganus, Junco hy’ema_l—

is), Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides),
Starling (Sturnus vulgaris), White-crowned
Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys), and Horned
Lark (Eremophila alpestris). Some of these,

_such as the House Finch and Horned Lark, are

continuously resident in the area but occur in
greater numbers during the winter season.
In this paper the kinds of birds known from

!the Nevada Test Site will be treated individually
“under two or-three principal headings- depend-

. ;. growing shrubs in which can be recognized sev-. -
~eral distinct’ types of plant communities. The
Nevada Test Sitc occupies an area which lies |
: " is a need for more uniform observation and data
- recording. on this particular subject. Whenever

ing upon the kind and amount of information
available to us and the status of each species..
Collection records are indicated in each case
where specimens are available, and general com-
ments will be made on sight records. Although -
many thousands of sight records are available
to us, we have not attempted to mike use of
these to indicate populations except in a very
‘general way, since the data were assembled rath-
er haphazardly and do not appear to be statis-
tically reliable. Data assembled relative to sea-
sonal ‘occurrence appear to present a rather ac-
curate picture of aspection in the birds, and
this information will be summarized for each
species. From the information at hand it is pos-.

“sible to draw some conclusions ‘as to the general " "

habitat relations of the several species, but there

more thun one subspecies is present in the area,

“or is likely to occur there, a brief analysis of the

taxonomic relationships of the specimens avail-
able is given. The present paper reports on
about 192 kinds of birds of which six are pre-

* sumably new records for Nevada. The new rec-

ords are as follows: American Golden Plover

- (Pluvialis dominica); Pectoral Sandpiper. ( Erol-

ia melanotos); a race of Hermit Thrush (Hylo-

~cichla guttata oromela); a race of Swainson's
- Thrush  (Hylocichla ustulate ustulata); Lap-

tand' Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus lapponi-
cus); and Purple Finch (Carpodacus purpureus

californicus). .
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Springs,‘ where there is some cover as well as.

~water. These water sources, small as they are,

" are responsible for the presence of many specics
of birds that would not otherwise find the hab-

itut suitable to their survival o '
The atornic testing activities and the building
of roadways within the test site have resulted
-~ in localized changes in the natural desert veg-
etation that undoubtedly have influenced the
numbers and distribution of certain kinds of
" birds. When the’ natural desert vegetation is
" destroved, either by an atomic explosion or by
- road building or other construction work, it is
typically replaced within a short time by Russian
thistle (Salsola” kali) This weed ‘serves as a
- source of food and cover for many small birds,
notably the house finch, which feeds on it in
great flocks, especially during the winter. It
scems. likely that this species is far more abund-
ant in the area, owing to these vcommunity mod-
ifications; than it otherwise would be. Utility
poles along the roadways serve as convenient
perches for several kinds of hawks, falcons and
the raven, as well as some other species. .
, From the point of view of the avifauna, the
“natural, undisturbed coraniunities fall into two
gereral types. The higher plateau areas exem-
plificd by Rainier Mesa and Pahute Mesa are
cha:acterized by a predominance of Pinyon-Jun-
iper. woodland in which such species as the
pinion Jay (Gymnorhinus cyanocephalus),
Mountain Chicadee (Parus gambeli), Plain Tit-
mousz { Parus inornatus), Solitary Vireo (Vireo
solitarius), and Black- throated Gray- Warbler
(Dendroica nigrescens ') -are characteristic resi-
dents. The lower type, occupying wide valleys
“typified by Frenchiman, Yucca and Jackass Flats,
is' vegetated predominantly by a variety of low
~ - growing shrubs in which can be recognized sev-

* - eral distinct types of plant communities. The

Nevada Test Site occupies an area which lies
. in a position of . transition between what has
been ., called the Southern Desert Shrub Biome
and Northern Desert Shrub Biome  (Fautin,
1946 or the Lower Sonoran and Upper Sonoran
Lifc Zones (Merriam,-1910).. As would be ex-

pected, elements of both of these major com- -

munitics are to be found in the flora and fauna
-of the test site arca. Typical resident birds of
‘the Svuthérn Desert: Shrub include the Lesser
Nighthawk (Chordeiles acutipennis), Costa’s
Hummingbird (Calypte costae), Ladder-backed
Woadpecker  (Dendrocopos - scalaris), Cactus
© Wren (Campylorhyncius hruncicapillum) and

Sage Thrasher (Orcoscoptes montanus), Green-

.

tailed Towhee (Chlorure ¢llorura), and Brew-
cr's Sparrow (Spizella becweri), typical resident
birds of the Northern Desert Shrub, also occur.
During the breeding scason the Southern Desert

. Shirub element seems to be predominant in these

lower valleys.

In winter the open and warmer valleys af-
ford a suitable feeding ground for thousands of
small passerine birds, many of which move in
from higher altitudes or more northern latitudes.
Typical of thesc wintering birds are the Sage
Sparrow (Amphispiza belli), House Finch (Car-
podacus ‘mexicanus), several kinds of juncos

“ (Junco caniceps, Junco oreganus, Junco hyemal-

is), Mountain Bluebird (Sialia currucoides),
Starling  (Sturnus vulgaris), White-crowned
Sparrow (Zonotrichia leucophrys), and Homed
Lark (Eremophila alpestris). Some of these,
such as the House Finch and Horned Lark, are
continuously resident in the area but occur in
greater numbers during the winter season.

In this paper the kinds of birds known from
the Nevada Test Site will be treated individually
under two or three principal headings depend-
ing upon the kind and amount of information

available to us and the status of each species. o

Collection records are indicated in each case

* where specimens are available, and general com-

ments will be made on sight records. Although-
many thousands of sight records are available
to us, we have not attempted to make use of
these to indicate populations except in a very

- general way, since the data were assembled rath-

er haphazardly and do not appear to be statis-
tically reliable. Data assembled relative to sea-
sonal occurrence appear to present a rather ac-
curate picture of aspection in the birds, and
this information will be summarized for each

species. From the information at hand it is pos- =~

sible to draw some conclusions as to the general

" habitat relations of the several species, but there

is a need for more uniform observation and data
recording on this particular subject. Whenever
more than one subspecies is present in the area,

~or is likely to occur there, a brief analysis of. the

taxonomic relationships of the specimens avail-
able is given. The. present paper reports on
about 192 kinds of birds of which six are pre-

sumably new records for Nevada. The new rec-

ords: are as follows: American Golden Plover
(Pluvialis dominica); Pectoral Sandpiper (Erol-
ia melanotos); a race of Hermit Thrush (Hylo-
cichle guttata oromela); a race of Swainson's

Thrush  (Hylocichla wustulata wustulata); Lap-
cLeConte’s Thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei). Al
of thiese ave present at the Nevada Test Site. The -

land Longspur (Calcarius lapponicus lapponi-

- cus); and Purple Finch (Carpodacus purpureus

californicus).
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A sclected bibliography of the papers known

to us that deal with the birds of the test site
and southern Nevada is included. No attempt is
made to cite all published records for each

. species except in a limited number of cases

“where the occurrence is unusual. Some of the
sources included in the bibliography are not
specifically cited in the report. The names of

the birds and the order of their presentation fol- -

low the 1957 A.O.U. “Check-list of North Amer-
" jcan Birds” with a few exceptions. - .-. . .. -

Our appreciation is extended to the persbh- :

nel of the Atomic Energy Commission, who
granted financial support to the project and to
.their personnel at Mercury who furnished space,
vehicles and other items necessary for the work

BricHart You NG UNIVERSITY ScIeNCE BULLETIN

there, We -are also gratcfui for the constant
support of Dr. Dorald M. Allred, the general
supervisor and principal investigator of the en-
tirc project, and to his field supervisors, Clive
D. Jorgensen, Dr. J. Richard Murdock, and Le-
land White, who collected sp-cinens or made
observations that were of greut value. In ad-
dition, we appreciate the cooperation of Dr.
Philip 'S. Humphrey ‘and Dr. John Aldrich of
the U.S. National Museum, who made the col-
“lection of that institution available to us for the
identification of some of the doubtful speci-
mens. We also are grateful for the assistance

“of Dr. William H. Behle, University of Utah, = -

" for the identification of the Homed Larks and
Red-winged . Blackbirds. ‘ ‘

ACCOUNTS OF THE SPECIES

" Podiceps caspicus (Hablizl)
: Eared Grebe :
Collection records: Four specimens, March
3, October 4, September 22, 1961; December 14,
1960. A
Status: The Eared Grebe is an irregular win-
_ter visitant and ‘was noted particularly on the
small reservoir at Well 5B. Specimens were ob-
served as early as September 22 and as late as
© March 3. , o o

" Acchmophorus occidentalis (Lawrence)
Weslern Grebe -

~ Collection records: - Three specimens, No-
~vember 11, 16, June 9, 1961. T
- Status: Only the three birds collected were
“seen on the test site. Two were collected on
water at Frenchman Playa, and one sick bird

- was picked up along one of the roadways.

Podi'Iymbu: PO(iiCéﬁS (Linnaeus) . -
- * Pied-billed Grebe =~ . = .

Collection records:  One specimen, April 1,

1951, o
Status: Eight siglit records were made for

this; grebe.  Present evidence indicates that it

's a spring and autumn transient occurring on
the playa lakes and at Well 5. The earliest

. Spring record is for March 26, while the latest

“autuinn reco;d_is for September 11. -~

| o7

- records for the same locality.

Pelecanus erythforhynchos Gmelin
' Vhite Pelican .

Collection records: None.

Status: A small flock was seen April 10,.
1961, circling over water at Frenchman Playa.
None was seen to light and therc are no other
records. of this species for the test site.

“Ardea herodias treganzai Court
'Great Blue Heron

Collection records: One specimen, August
14,1961 - A

~ Status: The Great Blue Heron is probably
to be regarded as'a casual and irregular visitor
-at- the Nevada Test Site. Records are available -
“for “March,  August and September with the
earliest being March 10 and the latest Septem-
‘ber 10.-.The one specimen taken was collected
_at Frenchman Playa, and there are four sight

" Butorides virescens anthonyi (Mearns)
o . Green Heron
~* Collection records: - One specimen, October
24, 1961. c . ' Co
. Status: Only the one record of the specimen
collected is_available to us. This bird was sick
and unable to fly.. Although the Green Heron is
reported to nest .in southern Nevada (A.O.U.
Check-list, 1957, p. 44), we have not found any
“indication of breeding on the test site. .=
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Casme ru(Ixuv allus egre tta ((‘m(lm)
. Common L

Collection rccords
1681. -
‘Status:

One specimen, Aprﬂ 29,

. the same une was collected later at Yucca Playa

Leucopho _;x thula brewsterx (Thdyer and
Bangs) -
" Snowy Evret’

" Collection records: Two specimens, july 29,

1950; April 23, 1951.

1861,

Status

ber :

Nycticorax nycticorax hoacth (Gmelm)
_ Black-crowned. Night Heron

Collectxon records: - One specxmen May 7,

‘Status: This species seems to "be an uncom-

mwou spring visitor at the test site. Besides the
le collection noted above three sight records
-arc available between Aprll 14 and May 7 at
“ Yucca Playa

smg

' I*cobr _/chm exilis hespens chkey and van
: Rossem
Least Bittern

~ Collection record: Oue specimen, May 19,
1851.
© Status: The spec:men collected was the only

.on¢ racorded during our study: It was taken at - -
Yusca Pla)a The larger measurements of beak

~and wing place our specimen definitely with

the race hesperis rather than exilis (Gmelin.)

"The Least Bittern seems to be an uncommon
visitor to southern Nevada. Crater (1939) has

- prttished sight records for Hemenway Wash

S a r-m.d for. F.\Ilun C,nmchlll County, farther

.IQMY

and St. Thomas, Clarke County, for August and
S¢ptomber (1()35) Alcorn (1940) has pubhshed

to the north,

: Plcrradts chi hz (Vxezllot)
> “\Vhite-faced This |

(,qT! ction rccord

e I
<

] A Common Egret was seen on sev- .
- eral different occasions bet\uen April- 27 and
April 29, 1661, in company with snowy egrets.
ft was scen first at Well 5B, and presumably -

The Snowy Egret is a consxstent
- suminer resident at the test site although it does
not breed there.- It is seen 2bout the playa lakes

-and around the wells from April into Septem- '

-

Status: Three birds were together at French-
man Playa when the above specimen was col-
lected. This is the only record avmlable to us
from thc test site area. :

Branta candensis (Linnacus)
Canada Gaose

- Collection record One specnmen Decem-

ber 6, 1939.

Status: The Canada Goose is an uncommon -

+ visitor on the test site. Two records for March °

26 and December 6 are available at which time

- birds ‘were seen on the playa lakes. The one -
- specimen collected was sick and- unable to fly.

Anas platyrhynchos Lmnaeus
Mallard

_ Collection records: Tiwo specmxens Aprxl 4,
and November 15, 1961.

Status: Mallards were irregular visitors from
November 11 to April 4. They were observed
mostly on the playa Jakes but were also encoun-
tered occasionally on the reservoirs. The bu'ds ,
were most abundant in March. :

Anas acuta Linnaeus
Pintail

Collection records: Two specimens, August
17, 1960, and October 4, 1961.

* Status: Pintails appear to visit the test site

. durmg autumn and spring migration. We have

- no records for May, June or July or for Decem- .
ber and January. The playa lakes are the fav-

' ored resting places for these ducks.

~ Anas carolmenszs Gmehn
Creen-wmged Teal

'3, October 7, 1961; February 14, 1962,

" Status: Creen-winged Teal may be seen on
the playa lakes and reservoirs rather redularly
from August into May. The concentrations ave .
greatest dunng, spring and autumn migration -
-and cspecially in February and March. They
may also be recarded as occasxoml winter. vis-
‘\1tors

' Anas discor.s Linnaeus

Blue-wmged Teal

Collechon records: Three spec:mens Apn!

© -~ 98 and October 8, 1961.
Onef specimgzn,".May 13, -

- Status: This bird is an irregulac vsitor that. -
“pjuy appear at most any month of the year. We |

“l

3 g o

Y

Co“echon records: Three specxmens, Marchﬂ T



have records for every month cxcept February,

March and September. The greatest numbers
were seen in May. They were only about 10%
as common on the test site as thc Creen-winged
Teal. : S

Anas cyanoptera Vieillot -
Cinnamon T eal |

Collection records Six specimens, March 31,
Aprll 1,7, /16, 1961; April 13, 1962.

Status: The Cinnamon Teal seems to be

primarily a spring migrant through the test-

site area. Most of the records are from March
31 into June with the greatest concentration in
April. There is a possibility that a pair may
have nested at Cane Springs during the summer
of 1839. However, the frequent visits of people
at the spring.undoubtedly would discourage the
regular lbreedmc of the ducks at that place. -

Mareca americana (Crrreliri)
4 .American Widgeon
Collection records: Three specimens, March
28, October 9, November 5, 1961.
Status: These ducks are regular but rather

uncommon spring and autumn migrants. They .

may be seen on playa lakes and reservoirs from
mid-March into May and agam in OLtober and
November. :

Spatula ch peata (Lmna°us)
Shoveler

- Collection records: Three :specimerls, May,
4, November 3, 1961; April 11, 1962.

- Status: Shovelers are known to occur rather . -

_ sparingly on the reservoirs and playa lakes as =

~ spring and autumn transients. - Our records are .
- from March 8.into M'\y and. from October into -

early November. N

- Ay _/th ya americana (Eyton)
Redhead -

Col]ectron records: Three yspec_lmens June -

- 28, 1960; March 3, 26, 1961.

Status: This duck is a rare visitor at playa v

hakes and reservoiis. Besides the collection rec-
ords, nine sight records are av'ulable from Feb-
nmry 10 to Apnl 23. ’

Aythya nffmxs (E yton)
L"sscr Scaup -

lgol

Collechon record One’ speumcn Apnl 10;

Bmcnnx YoUM. UNIVERSITY Scx;:\cc BULLETIN

Status The Lesser Smup i an uncommon
spring migrant scen on playa lakes and on reser-
voirs. ‘We have nine. records all bbtween Apnl ‘
10 and April 2 : :

~ Bucephala clanvula ( annatus)
‘ Common Coldeneye
" Collection records: None.

Status: We have only one sxVOht record for .
December 17, 1961 ; .~

Bucephala albeola (Lmnaeus)
Bufflehead

Collection records: Three specrrnéns; March
29 and November 11, 1961. ’

~ Status: The Bufflehead is a fauly common
spring and fall migrant, where it is to be seen

* on playa lakes and reservoirs at the wells, We

have 32 records for March and April and for
September through November.

Melamtta persp'czllata (Lmnaeus)
Surf Scoter

_ Collection records: Two specxmens Octob-
er 22, 23, 1961. )
‘Status: Only the two specimens collected
have been seen on the Nevada Test Site. Pub-
lished records for Nevada include its occurrence
at .Soda Lake in October and November, 1940

(Alcorn 1941:119). Alcorn obtained three spec- .

_imens durmg this penod

Oxyura. ]amazcem ( Cmelm)
Ruddy Duck -

Collection records. Three specxmens Apnl 4,
7, 1961 e

Status: The Ruddy Duck isa f:urly common' ‘

sprmg -and autumn mxgrant. It is seen on playa L

lakes and on reservoirs from mid-March into
May and’again in O_ctober and November,

- Mergus serrator Linnaeus
" Red- breasted \ierganser
Collechon recorda None.

Status:- We have only one srght record for
‘VIay 12 ]961

Cathartes aura teter Friedmann
Turkey Vulture

Collectlon records One specirhen, ]uné 26;’
1961 ‘ '

15 IR N
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Status:  The Turkey Vulture is 2 common
spring and summer resident at the test site. Qur
‘records extend from April 13 to September 12.

. It was most commonl) seen in the Yucca Flat ~
- .area.

Accipiter striatus celox (\Vilson)
Sparp-shinned Hawk

Collection récords: None.

Status: . We have four sight records of this '

haiwk for April, September and December. Most

.of them were seen at Cane Springs. At this

-. place one was observed to capture a Western
Tanager. : :

© Accipiter cooperu (Bonaparte)
. Cooper’s Hawk '

Collection records Two specxmens July 28,
' 1960; May 6, 1961. i
' Status:  There are 24 records of Coopers
‘Hawk for the test site area. It seems to be more
common than the Sharp-shinned. “The records
are scattered from January 2 to October 8, but
most of them were for the summer months.
Many of the birds were seen in the Pinyon-
Juniper on the mesas, but they also frequently
visited Cane Springs.

Buteo jamaicensis calurus {Cassin)
: Red-tailed Hawk

Collechon records Two specrmens October ,

9, November 6, 1939. :
Status: The observations of this specres were
- rather evenly distributed = throughout every
month of the year, and it may therefore be con-
. sidered a permanent resident. It was observed
over all of the types of communities and was
. common. -
\ " Buteo' swainsoni Bonaparte
Swamsons Hawk

Collechon rccords
30 and May 23, 1961; August 6, 9, 1960..

Status: Records of observatxon extend from

February 17 to November 17, but most of the
- birds were seen from April through. August.
Swainson’s Hawks were most frequentl) seen

perching on utthty poles along the roadways.

veapccia.ll) in Yucca Flat. Rickard (1061) men-
tions a nest containing 2 eggs and 2 young in
a Joshua tree, but gives no exact locality or dlate.

Butco I(Igopus 5. ]olmnms (Cmehn) :
" Rough-legged Hawk

Collection record: One specnnen Februar)
15, 1960. : .

" ber 11, 1959,

Four specnmens Apnl::"”

The Rough-legged Hawk was re-

‘Status:
corded in the test site area from November 2-
_ to May 6. It was regarded as the most common

hawk in late winter and eaily spring, perching

on utility poles, especially at Yucca Flat. On

-.several occasions pellets were found to contain
remains of Jerusalem crickets.

Buteo. regalis (Gray)
Ferruginous Hawk -

Collection records: One specimen, fovenr-

Status: This specnes is regarded as a rather
uncommon and irregular visitor at the test site.
Nine scattered smht records are available from
September 5 to ]une 14. The birds were most

- frequently seen perched on utility poles in Yuc-

ca F lat

Aqmla chry Jsaelos canadens1s (Lmnaeus)
Golden Eagle

Collection records: Two sper'xmans ]uly 28,

1960, and June 30 1961.

Status: There are 49 sight records of the

- Golden Eagle scattered rather evenly through

all the months of the year. The species is re-
garded as an uncommon permanent resident in
the area, a!though no nesting sites have been
located.

C:rcus cyaneus hudsonius (Linnaeus) .
© Marsh Hawk

Collection records: None.
Status: Ope hundred twenty-six sight rec-

ords were made, distributed through all the

months of the vear except June. The greatest
number of recordmgs ‘were made from October "
throuah \Iarch :

Pandzon hahaetus (Lmnaeus)
o ' Osprey

Col]ectron records: None. :

Status: The osprey was seen flying over the
tree tops on the mesa, May 6, 1961. Two sight

records are also available for the Frenchman
Flat area Scptember 5 and 1 2, 1961.

Falco mexicanus Schledel
Prairie Falcon

Collection records: Two specimens, Novem-
ber 26 and December 10, 1950.

Status: . The Prairie Falcon is a ratber'com- <
mon permanent resident of the test site. It nests

2aunn o -



On June 26,

- in the cliffs around thc mesas.
1961, a nest was examined that contained two.
young w ith pin feathers. Mourning Dove feath-
ers were found in the nest. The }oung were out

of the nest and ﬂ) mg by July 19.

Falco spanerms sparcerius I_.mnaeus
Sparrow Hawk

: Collection records: Six. specimens, Novem-
ber 6, 1959; April 3 13 February 12, October
24, 1961. -

Status: ~Sparrow Hawks were common in

. the test site area every month of the year but

were most abundant in April. There was con-
clusive evidence that they nested in the ledges
around the margins of the mesas a]though no
nests were actually examined. - : 4

Lophortyx gambelii gambelii Gambel -
Cambels Quanl

Collectlon records: Ten specimens. Februa
11, 1960; May 14 and November 10, 1961.

Status: Gambel's Quail is a permanent res-
‘ident in the Pinyon-Juniper woodland and
around all of the springs. Occasionally the
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Status: This speues is known at the test site
only as a spring migrant- from March 30 to
May 13. Birds ‘were seen on playas at Yucca
Flat and around the edges of well reservoirs.
Several published records for the Truckee and
Reno area are available (Christensen and Tre-
lease, 1941; Johnson, 1954). . Alcorn (1946) and .
Marshall (1951) reported specimens from La-
hontan Valley. The only records known to us
for southern Nevada are those for Lake Mead
reported by Grater (1939).

Charadrius -alexandrinus nivosus (Cassin)
Snowy Plover

" Collection records: Two specimens, March
30 and April 2, 1961.

Status: \We have 35 records of this species
for the test site with the earliest record March
30 and the latest May 13. Most of the records
were for April. There is no evidence of breed-
ing or autumnn migration in the area. Birds were

-found around the playa lakes.

birds have been seen far removed from water

on the open desert.

Alectorzs graeca (\Iensner)
~ Chukar

.Collection records: Three specxmens August

1, 1960 November 14, 1961.

_ Status: These birds, introduced into the area,
-are now well established as permanent resxdents

Charadrms voc:ferus vocxfcrus Lmnaeus
: Kdldeer

" Collection records: Three specimens, ]uly
29, 1960; March 16, 1961.

Status: The killdeer is a common bird at the

test “site and has been recorded every month

~ and are very abundant on the mesas and around

the springs.” Killpack observed a. large number

of birds at. Topopah Sprmg -Young birds were
- playas and around the well reservoirs, but they

1967

scen on June 1

Fullca americana amerrcana Cmelm
American Coot-

Collechon records:  One spec:men October"

..6 1961,
~ Status: The American Coot was an uncom-
“imon and irregular visitor at the test site. Birds

ore seen in March, July, SLptember Novem-.

ber and December at w ell reservoirs and on
plava lal\es

-Charadrius semipalmatus Bonaparte
Scmipalmated Plover

Collection records:

Four specxmens Apnl
23, 29 and \Ll) 2, 1961. . :

specimens in November at Carson Lake Pasture .-

of the year except December. Birds are most
abundant in March and April and again in
August, September, and October. Whether or
not they breed in the area is unknown to us. .

It seems likely that they are principally spring
and autumn migrants. They ‘occur regularly at -

T are: occasxonally seen on the open desert

» Et}ﬁoda montana (Towﬁsend)
“Mountain Plover

- Collection records:

.tember 12, 16, 19G1.

_ Status: The Mountain Plover is Lnown to us
as an autumn migrant. The species has apparent-
ly been rarely recorded for Nevada. The only .
published record of which we are aware is that
of Alcorn (1941:119) when he -collected three

near Fallon. We know of no prevxous records
for southern Nevada.

Three specimens,' Sep-




Plucialis dominica dominica Miller .
American Golden Plover

Collection rcconds Two specimens, Scptem-
ber 14, 1961,
" Status: The occurrence of the Golden le er
~ at the Nevada Test Site is known only from the
two specimens’ collected. The birds were taken
at Frenchman Flat Playa. We have not been
. able to find any other published record of this
_species for the state of Nevada. .
=" On the basis of the lesser amount of yellow
, spottmg on -the back-and the shorter beaks our

specimens definitely belong to the subspecies

om inica.

Squamrola squatarola (Linnaeus)
Black-bellied Plover

(‘ollechon records: None.
Status: We have only one sxght record for

: \Iay 6, 1961

~ Capella gallinago delzcata (Ord)
5 Common Snipe

- Collection 'records.
“er. 11, 1960; March 25
March 28, 1962.

- Status:
 comuron spring and autumn transient.

Four speumens Octob-
25 and October 9, 1961;

Jt has

been recorded in the area from March 17 to

April 8 and again from September 18 to October
95. Observations have been made at Cane
'Sprmt's at playa lakes and around the well
ICSErVoirs. :

Actitis macularia (Linnaeus)
Spotted Sandpiper

- Collection records:
23, 15 and September 4, 1961; May 11, 1962.

Status: -Spotted Sandpipers migrate in fairly.
large numbers through the test site in spring
. and autumn, especially'in April and May. There.
©are also often rccords of occurrence in summer

~ wher. they may be seen on plavas or around
well ' reservoirs. X X .

l ringa suhtarm cinnamoniea (Bre\\ster)
- Solitary Sandpiper

Collcctxon records:
23, 28, 1961.
Status: - This species is an uncommon spring
- and autumn transient at the test site.” Six records
care available for April 23 to 28 and again Aug-
ust 11 to 27. The bxrds were - seen ‘around
~play ya lakes:

) D Jla

The Common Smpe is a rather un-.

Six specimens;, May 2,

Two specnlmens,’ A’prﬂ‘ -9, August 12,

According to the A.O.U. Check-list (1937)
it is pOSblblL that cither thc races solitaria or

“ cinnamomea could occir as transxents in Neva-

da. . Comparing our specimens with series of
both races in the U.S. National Museum makes -
it clear that they are cinnamomea. Late sum-
mer adults of cinnamomen can be easily dis-

'tm"ulsht d on the basis of the buffy rather than

wlute spotting on the back. The narrower dark
tail bands of cinnamomes in comparison with
the wider ones of solitaria are also distinctive.
The wing measurements of our specimens also
fall - more nearly W|thm the. range of cuma-k
mormea

Totanus melanoleut:us ( Cmelin)
Creater Yellowlegs

Collection records: Three specunens March

18 and April 14, 1961.

Status: Fairly common spring and’ autumn

‘transients around playa lakes and well reser- -

voirs. We have 39 records from March 18 to
May and again from August to Qctober 9. This
species is much more common in the area than
the Lesser Yellowlegs.

_ Totanus flavipes (Gmelin)
Lesser Yellowlegs -

“Collection records: Two specimens, August
21 and October 10, 1961.

Status: The Lesser Ycllowlegs is an uncom-
mon transient in spring and fall We have five
records scattered from March 9 to May 7 and -
again from August 21 to October 10. All were
seen at the playa lakes.

Erolia melanotos (Vieillot) -
Pectoral S:mdpxper

Collectxon rccord One specxmen October.

3, 1961.

Status: A rare mlgrant in the test site area.
Only the oné specimen collected was seen. To -

our knowledge this is the first record of ‘the

Pectoral ‘iandplper for Nevada..

Erolia bairdii (Coues)
Baird’s Sandpiper

Collecuon records: Three spuumcm April
September 30, 1981. '

Status: ThlS specics is an uncommon spring
and autumn transient. We have a total of 9

records for April 9 and again for August 4 to .

October 6. The birds were seen mostly at the
playa lakes but ocfasnonally at the well res-
ervoirs. .

€08, 2 O



Erolia minutilla (‘\’.ieillot)
: ' Least Sandpiper

Collection records:  Twelve  specimens,
Aarch 18, 29, 'Apxil 7, 16, 22, 23, October 26,
1961.

Status: This is a common spring and autumn
transient species in the test site area. We have
records of its occurrence from February 11 to
Octuber 3 except for June and September. The

largest concentrations are in April and \Iay at -

which txme small flocks. occur at. the playa
lakes. ,

E rolsa alpina pacifica (Coues)
Dunlin

Collection records: Two specxmens May 13 '

and October 10, 1961.

Status: The Dunlin or Red-backed Sandplperll

is a rare spring and autumn migrant at the
test site where it was seen and collected at the
playa lakes. In addition to the collection records,
we have a sight record of three individuals for

April 1. Linsdale (1951) cites only 4 records.

for Nevada, all of which are for the northern and
central parts of the state. ’

meodrmnus scolopaceus (Say)
Long-billed Dowitcher

Colléction records. Four specimens, March
26, 29, April 15, 1961; April 11, 1962.

Status: Loug-billed Dovwitchers appear to be

incommon spring and autumm: migrants when

hey are seen at the playa lakes and the well -
eservoirs. In addition to the bxrds collected one_~ ‘

vas seun ‘on August 1, 18 ul

M«cropalama lumantopus (Bonaparte)
Stilt Sandpiper

Collechon records: - None.

Status: Seven birds were observ ed at one of

1. playa lakes; October 8, 1961. "Linsdale

951) indicates only one. other record for Ne-.
ada by Slipp (1952:62) betv.een Hazen and

almla ]uly 30, 1839,

« Ereuneles mmm’ Cabanis
Western Sandpiper

Collection records:
-, 27, 23, 196].

Ten specimens,‘ April 15,

e most common of the small transient shore
rds to visit the test site area. We have num-

K “-Yuceca Flat. "
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erous tecords from April 15 into May and again
from July to October S. It was fOun(l'e).cluswely
around the playa lakes.

One of our specimens collected on April 22,
1961, has an exceptionally short bill, placing it
well within the range of E. pusillus. However,
on the basis of the clxstmctly brown back and
heavier and more extensive streaking of the un-
derparts, we have placed it with E. mauri.

Limosa fedoa (Linnaexs)
Marbled Codwit -

Collection’ record One specxmen ]uly 20, |

1961.

Status. The Marbled Godwit was a rare vis-
itor ‘at the test site during the period of this

study. Only the one specimen collected was ob-
served. Linsdale’s (1951) summary of the Ne-
vada records indicates that this species is not

common in the state altlnough it is a consistent
visitor.

Himantopus mexicanus (Miiller)
Black-necked Stilt -

Collect:on record: One specimen, Apnl 27
1961. ' :

Status: This SPELICS is an uncommon spnng

- and autumn transient around the playa lakes.

We have a total of six records from April 27
through May and again on September 16..

Recurvirostra americana CGmelin
Amencan A\ocet

Collecnon records: T“o spemmens, March

*.‘79 and August 5, 1961. - ./ .
"Avocets” are “rather common spnng

Status:
and autumn transients at the playas, especially
One hundred eighty recordings
were made for this species from March 7 into

‘May and again from August to November 22,

’ Ster'anopus tricolor Vieillot
Wilsan's Phalarope

Collectmn records: . Nine specxmem April

29 and 30, and May 3, 4, 11, 1962; May 5, 1962.

Status: A fairly common transient in spring

~and autumn around playa lakes and well res-
©€TVOirs.
Status: The Western Sandpiper is perhaps .

\WWe have a totul of 44 records from

April 29 to May 11 and again on August 12. By

-far the greater nunmber of rccordmﬂs are for
* April and May
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Lobipes lohatus (Linnacus)
Northern Phalarope

" Collection records:
14, July 5 and September 3, 1961.

Status: Northern Phalaropes are rather un-
common 9prm" and autuman nugr‘mts seen at
playa lakes, well rescrvoirs, and occasionally at
Cane Springs.” We have 34 records mostly from
May 14 to \Iay 22 and from September 3 to
Septcmber 19. ;

Larus cuhfurmcus Lawrence

Cahforma Gull

* Collection records. None.

Status.
common, although irregular visitor to the test
site, where it was seen on the playa lakes from
March 7 into April and again in October. The
spec-cs was far more common in the spring
than in autumn. We have no records' for sum-
" er or winter. : .

Larus delawarensis Ord
Ring-billed Gull

Collection record: One specimen, March 12,
1901
seatus: We have numerous records for this

gul] from March 12 into June and again from

September to November 15. It was seen on
th playa lakes, frequently in company thh the'
alnforma Cull

. Larus philadelphia (Ord)
‘ mepqrtc's Gull. -

* Coliection records: Three soecnmens April
13, Muy 3, October 23, 1961.

Shtus. “Thes¢ mlls are uncommon - sprmg

“and autumn mlﬂmms They were seen at Yucca

“Flat.” An occurrence at Mead Lake was reported

. b) Crater (1939 30)
) Zc'uaulura macroura mnrﬂmella (Woodhome)
’ \Iournmg Dove

Collection records: Four specimens,’ May 21
22, June 14, 29, 1961.

tatus: Several ' thousand rccordmgs were -

nace foc this species from April 2 to Noveinber
1. Birds were most abundant in April, May and

Three specimens, May

The California Gull is a somewhat :

44

. Nests were most commonly found in Yucca
trees or on the ground in the Colcogyne com-
muai'y. Nests were found as follows: June 29

with week-old young; June 23 with young; June

15 with eggs.

Ccacoccyx cclifornianus (1.esson)
Roadrunner

Collection records: Three specimens, June
15, August 6, October 12, 1961.

Status:  Fairly common permanent residents.

in the area. They. seemed to occur most com-

monly in Yucce, Colcogyne and Larrea com-
munities, although ‘one was seen on the mesa
in Pinyon ]umper A nest containing four eggs
was found in an old abandoned bomber south
of Yucca Flat. It was built in the engine and
contained four eggs on April 12, 1961,

Bubo virginianus occidentali;s" Stone
Great Homed Owl

Collection record: One spcclmén, November

13, 1959.

. Status: In addition to the specimen collect- .
ed, one sigzht record for December 17 is avail-
able The species secems to be a rare winter

. visitor at the test site.

‘ Although the resident race of the Horned
Owl in southern Nevada is supposed to be
pallescens (A.0.U. Check-list, 1957), our single

specimen is much closer in wing length (378mn)

and coloration to~ occidentalis when compared
with specimens from central Utah. Gabrielson.
(1949) recorded a spccimen that he referred to
the subspecies lagophonus from northern Nye
County (Potts)

N Speot Jl‘o cumculcrza ht Jpwmea (Bonapartc)
: Burrowing Owl ~

Collectron records: Three speclmens ]uly 7

© 1961; June 16 and July 27, 1962.

June. It was coramon to see large numbers, es-

timated to bhe as many as 5,000, come into water

sources in' the eveniug, During the heat of the

dav in midsunuacr, many would go into caves,

particularly at. Tippipah. Spring, where some
“would die or chox ne mcap‘tcxtated

s
o

Status: The Burrowing Owl is a/permanent

resident at the test site. It has been noted in
- the Coleogyne and Yucca communities and is
‘more common in open country where the veg-
‘etation is not in a dense gm\vth

As:o otus wilsenignus (Lesson)

* Long-eared Owl

C ollection records: Five specimens, Decem-

~ber_ 4, 1950, January 25, 1960; September 6,
.October 7 and January 30, 1961. .

Status: \We have a total of 10 records of this -

. owl from September 6 to March 31, There are

« . -
LR
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no observations for April through August, in-
dicating that it may be a winter vmtor only.
Hm\ucr more careful’ investigation may show

thut it breeds in the Pinyon- ]umper community

or in scrub .oak. Speum(_ns that have been ob-
served were found mostly in the scrub oak "f,
the small canyons and also at Cane Spnng,s

Asio ﬂnnnncus (Pontoppidan)
~ Short-eared Owl ]
Collection records- One specxmen Aprd ll
1961.
~ Status: This owl is’ an’ uncommon visitor at
the test site. Besides the collection record we.

‘have one sight record for February . 13, Birds -

" were seen in the,Coleogyne community.

lelaenoplzlus nuttallii nuttallii (Audubon)
Poor-will®

Collechon records- Two specxmens, july 20
1961.

Status: The Poor-will is a mther ‘common

summer resident on the mesas-and in small can-
yons adjacent to them. There are no records for
the low desert commiunities.

Chmdexles minor hespens Crmnell
- Common Nighthawk

Collection rccords: Two specrmens June 16
‘and July 20, 1962. :
Status:  Judging from confrrmed records

- available the Common Nighthawk is rather rare

in the test site area. IHowever, it may occur
_more frequently than we know in flocks of the
much more abundant Lesser Nighthawk, ‘which
feed commonly
- ‘playa lakes- during the summer.

The two specimens collected are nearly iden-
tical with examples of the subspecies hesperis - -
from the Great Basin in Umh and are undoubt-‘ '

edly of that race.

Chordeiles acutipennis fcw:nsxs L'lwrence
Lesser Nighthawk '

Collection records:

over the well reservoxrs and

. 1962,
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are most abundunt in June and July. We have
no “information on the daytime habits of this
species in the area. , -

- Aéronautes saxatalis saxatalis (Woaodhouse)
‘White-throated Swift

Collectxon records: Two spemmens August
1, 1960.

Status: We have 27 snsht rewrds from f\onl‘

" to Augmt 1, with the greatest nunber bema‘
~seen in May. Birds are fairly common on the
~ mesas and high ridges, but rarely occur over

‘the lower open dcserts

Caly ypte costae (Bourcxer)
. Costa’s Hummmgbxrd

-~ Collection records: Seven specimens, March

.22, April 15, May 13, June 12, 15, 1961; ]uly

23, 1962.
“Status:  Costa’s Hummmgbxrd is the most

. common hummer in the area. There are num-. .

erous records extending from March 22 to July
23. The birds are most often encountered around
the springs, particularly Cane Springs and Tip-
pipah Sprmﬂ On April 28, 1962, a nest contain-
ing two eggs was located in an Atriplex cane-
scens bush on a steep bank at Cane Springs.

SéIasphorus platycercus. (Swainson )
Broad-tailed Hu'mmingbird'

Collection records: None.

~* Status:* We have: only 2 sight records for this
species. It was’ observed at Cane Spnngs Sep-'
. tember 8, 1961. e o

Selasphorus ‘rufus (Cmelm)
Rufous Hummingbird

Collection records:  Two specrmens ]uly 23,

- Status:* Only the two collectxon records noted

: above are available. The birds were taken in
“a burned Pinyon-Juni
: fecdm" at” blossoms of Pentstemon and Gilea.

ner

per area where they were

Eightecen . bp«.cxmens .

July 7,10, 28, 29, 1960; May ’0 June 18, July
1, 1961. '
. Status: The Lesser Nighthawk is a common

suminer resident at the test. site, where it is - -
most frequently seen feeding over well reser- -

voirs and playa lakes in the evening. Birds have
been rccou!ed from junc 18 to Au;,nst 8 but

- Mr*gacéryle aleyon catirina (Grinnell)
" Belted Kingfisher

Collection records: None. -
‘Status: Two sight records  were m.lde on

April 6 .md Apnl 20, 1961

Cs

L
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Colaptes cafer collaris Vigors
- Redsshatted Flicker

Collection records: Four specimens, Octob-
er 24, 1960; October 7, 20, 1961; April 13, 1962.

“Status: The Red-shafted Flicker was record-
ed for every month of the year except janumy
I is regarded as a pcrm.ment resident in Pin-
von-Juniper on the mesas. It was also frequent-
Iy scen perching on utility poles alung the road-
ways and at Cane Sprmvs o

As"qnizlmnikts‘lezt;fs (Crdy) ,
Lewis” Woodpecker
Collectnou records: Two specimens, May l
1951; May 6, 1962.
~ Status: This species is presently known only

- as a spring and early summer transient. It has -

been rccorded from May 1 to June 29. It was
noted at Cane Springs and in the Pinyon-Juni-
per on the mesas. .

Sph yrapicus varius nuchahs Baird
Yellow: -bellied Sapsucker

Collection records: Five specxmens, June 93,

1950; September 28, 29, October 4, 1961.

Status: This s'\psucker appears to be a spring
and fall transient although further field work

may reveal that it nests in the Pinyon-Juniper

of the mesas. Most of our observations have

been made in the autumn at Cane Sprmas ‘

where the bnrds stop for brief periods.”

Dcnd: oco,)os vtllo.sus (Luuneu..)
~-Hairy Woodpecker

Collcchon records: Two specxmens Novem- -

v 'l;\r 14 and January 29, 1961.

- Status: Hairy Woudpeckers are permanent'
residents in the Pinyon-Juniper community of
"Chey have been noted from March -

th:e mesas.
tlrou"h Autmst and awam in November and

January. l}\e) have been noted only in the Pin-:

yor-Juniper comnnnity of the mesas.

There are insufficient data to mdlc'\te the

breeding snbsp\ucs in the test site arvea. Lins-
dale (l‘)ol p-

¢r clevations. OF our two specimens, one is clear-
W leucothorectiv,
surciient (131 i) that falls within the range
of monticola however, it lacks the white spots
on the wing coverts and the bill is shorter than

.>1) states that leucothorectis is
rosident i the southern part of Nevada at ]nﬂh- -

The other hus a wing mea-

13
in ty pxul monticola. 1t js possible that this in-

dividual is intermediate between the two races
and has drifted farther south in the winter.

Dendrocopos scalaris cnctophuus (Oberholsu)
: Ladder-backed Woodpecker

Collection records: ~ Four specimens, junel |
12, 1961; July 23 and August 3, 1960. ’

Status: This w oodpccker is an uncommon

spring -and summer resident in Yucca and Cole-

ogyne communities and occasionally in oakbrush
at the base of the mesas. We have recorded it
from March 18 to August 3.

Tyrannus verticalis Say
Western Kingbird

Collection records: | Seven specxmens April -
12, 24, May 7, June 12, 14, 15, 1961. '

Status: We have more than 200 records of

_ the Western Kingbird from Ap:il 12 to Septem-

ber 11. They are common summer residents in
the Yucca-Coleogyne community and occasion-
ally are found on the mesas in Pinyon-Juniper.
In the latter area a nest was found \Iay 27,
1962, about 12 feet up from the ground in a
dead- pmyon

“Tyrannus vociferans Swainson

‘Cassin’s Kingbird

"Collection records: Eight specimens, \Iay? '
June 27, July 2, 1961; July 20, 24, 1962.

Status: Records of Cassin’s I\mgbxrd from
Nevada seem to be rather few. Grater (1939:
* 22]) reported two individuals at Saint Thomas,
June 28, 1938: We found the spécies to be a
-fairly common summer resident in brushy can-
yons and in the Pinyon-Juniper. Besides the
collection records indicated above, we have 42
sight. records between May 6 and. August. 22,
\ouna birds were found in the Pinyon ]umper
on ]uly 20. . .

My Jmu,hus cinerascens cincrascens (Law rence)
‘Ash-throated Flycatcher

Collection I’CCOI‘(]: Four speumens \Iay
1960; April 29, May 7, 26, 1961.

Status: Tlus specics was a common summer
resident in a small canyon in oakbrush and in
the Pinyon-Juniper on the mesas. A few were
also scen at Cane Springs. The records extend
from April 6 to Auglm 24 ‘but the birds were
most common in \le.\ and June.
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~ Sayornis nigricans semiatra (V Wors)
Blad\ Phocbe

Collection records: Four specimens, July 28,
" 1960; NMay 28, August 9, 1961.
Status: Black Phocbes are uncommmon sum-
mer residents around the wells and at Cane
Springs. Our records extend from March 31 into
May and agam in july .md August

Sayornis sa _/a saya . (Bonaparte)
Say’s Phoebe

Collection records: Eleven specimens, July
217, 1960; May 10, 24, February 7, Apnl 14, ]une
2, 15, 1961; March 13, 1962.

Status: This phoebe is'a very common resi-
dent in all types of communities at the test site.
We have records for every month of the year
~ except October and December. It is likely that
- snme individuals remain in the area as perman-
ent residents although we have found them to
be more common in March through June. A
nest containing 4 fresh eggs was found at Mid
Valley, May 27, 1961, on a ledge about 5 feet
up. An old nest was also found at Cane Springs

and another in a cave at Txpplpah Spring on_

July 27, 1962.

Enzpulona.f"hammondii (Xantus)
- Hammond's Flycatcher

Collection -records: Three specxmens Apnl
© 30, May 21, 1961; May 13, 1962.

Status: Owing to the difficulty in making

- sight identifications of the Empxdonnx ﬂycatch-.

ers the status of this species .in the area is

somewhat in doubt. However, it is believed
. to be a fairly common summer resident in the .

vaon jumper and Oal\brush commumtles.

l:mpulunax oberhol.serz Phxllxps
: Dusky Flycatcher

Collection records: Nine specimens, April

30, May 7, 11 13, 23, June 4, 1581 Apnl 28,

May 6, 1962.

Status: The Dusk) Flyc'ltcher is at prcsent
known oaly as a sprm'r transient t}um.gh the
lest s:te area. :

Empid(mu.'\' wrightii Baird
- Gray Flycatcher _
Collection ..records:  Fourtecn specimens,
April 29, \Iay 2,7, 13, 24, 26, July 2, 1961; April
28, June 5, 1962. :
Status: lt is lik cl\ tl..lt lhe Cray l*l)mt(.hu

BRIGUAM YOUNG USIVERSITY SCIENCE BULLETIN

is a summer resident in the Pinyou-Juniper and
Oukbrush communities of the mesas and small

- canyons. Since E. oberlolseqsi and E. wrightii
“are difficult to sepurate in the field, we have

_not attempted to rc.w.d swht data.

' Contopus sordidulus veliei Coues
Western Wood' Pcwee

Collectxon records: Twelve speciméqhs,' July
27, 1660, \Ia) 11, 20, 23, 74 26, June 2, 4, 16,

1961; May 5, 1962.

Status: The Wood Pewee is a common mi-"
grant in May and is resident in summer in oak-

. brush of the small canyons and in the Pinyon-
Juniper of the mesas. Records are available
from May 5 to September 7. During the peak
of migration in May these birds are occasionally

seen in the Yucca-Coleogiyne community of the

lower deserts _ o

Nuttallornis borealis. (Swainson)
Olive-sided Flycatcher

Collectlon records~ Four specimens, May 24,
26, June 2, September 1S, 1961.

Status: The Olive-sided Flycatcher is a rath-

er uncommen mlgrant at the test site in sprmg’

and autumn. The earliest record is for May 24
and the latest September 18. There are no rec-
ords for July but 12 recordings were made for
late August. Birds were seen in the Pmyon-
Juniper of the mesas and in oakbrush of the
small canyons.

P _/roccphalus rubmus ﬂmnmcus van Rossem
Vermilion Fly catcher AR

- Collection record One. specxmen ]uly 2...'
1967
Status: Only. the one record of the speci-

men collected s available. The collection was -

made in Pinyon Jumper on the east rim of
the mesas. .

Lremophtla alpestris (Lmnaeus)
Horned Lark

Collection records: Twenty- -five: spf*mmeng

.. January 28, June 9, july 27, December 2, 9, 1960;

v]amnn 3, 28, February 24, April 22, May 20,
Julv 1, 1961; March 18, ]uly 16, 1962.

, Status: The Horned Lark is a permanent
resident in all of . the lowland desert commun-
ities. Although it has been recorded for every
‘month of the vear, it is most abundant in large

flocks from October through March. In summer,

Jarge - concentratious' of - the birds were scen
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around well reservoirs in the evening when they

caune in to drink. Young birds were frequently

caught in niammal traps in the Atriplex conferti-
julia community, which seems to be their pre-
ferred nesting habitat. .- '

The subspecitic status of the homed lark
- popnlation at the Nevada Test Site is of con-
~ siderable-intecest.  From the information at hand
- it seems rather clear that neither the wintering
nor breeding birds are of the race utalensis,
which is supposedly the breeding subspecies of

-~ _the eastern Great Busin. Both young and-adult

test site specimens are on the whole decidedly

~ [ lighter, less grayish and brighter on the upper

 parts than Great Busin specimens.. Only one of
" our specimens approaches characteristic utahen-
sis. Most of our wintering specimens appear to
be identical with the race leucolaema from east-
ern Utah. Our breeding specimens are rather
- paler than the latter race and are temporarily as-
signed to the race ammophila, the breeding

- range of which includes southwestem Nevada

(A.O:U. Check-list, 1957, p. 357).

_Tachycineta thallassina lepida Mearns ‘
‘ Violet-green Swallow

Collection records: Five specimens, April 2,

Jure 30, 1961; May 12, 1962.

Status: This species is fairly cornmon at the
test site in spring and summer. We have record-
ed it from March 11 to August 8, when it is
most often seen feeding over water at playa lakes
and reservoirs. The birds were also occasion-
" ally seen in .the Pinyon-Juniper in July, and
" there is a possibility that they nest there. =

Iridoprocne bicolor (Vieillot)

) Tree 'Swallo“: o _
Cblleqtion rcqp;ifé:" Two,_specimens, Ap;il 2;
23 1081 ey SRR

~Status: The Tree Swallow is an uncommon
spring transient through the’ test site, where it

- waus seen feeding over and near open water.” We

~have 18 records from March 28 to April 25.

Riparia- riparia riparia’ (Linnaeus)
Bask Swallow -~ - -

- Collection records: One specimen, May 13,

ver
1501

15 secords made on May 12 and 13 and on July
50, It was observed feeding over and near upen

vaier.

1961,

Statust The Back Swallow is an uncommon -
apring transient aud summer. visitor. We have.

R
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Stelgidopteryx ruficollis serripennis { Audubon )
: "Rough-winged Swallow

Collection record: Qne specimcn, April 12,
Status: We have 14 records of this spécies,
all in spring, from March 8 to May 11." They

were seen feeding near and over open water.

Hirundo rustica erythrogaster Boddaer
Barn Swallow.. =~ ..

Collection records: None.

Status: The Barn Swallow is an uncommon
spring and autumn transient at the test site.
We have a total of 17 sight records from April
22 to June 6 and again from September 10 to

- October 7.- The birds were seen around open

water.

Petrochelidon pyrrhonota (Vieﬂlot) _
Cliff Swallow -

Collection records: None. _

Status: Twelve sight records are available
from April 23-to May 24 and again on August
9. We have no records for June and July. Lack-
ing specimens we have not been able to deter-
mine the subspecific status although on the
basis of known distribution it could be either P.
p. pyrrhonota or P. p. hypopolia.

c yunocittd stelleri (Gmelin)
Steller’s. Jay '

Collection records: None. _
Status: Steller's Jay appears to be an un-

.common resident -of the Pinyon-Juniper and |

Oakbrush communities. \We have 8 sight records
for August 22 and 23 and October 25. Owing

to' the lack of specimens we have been unable -

to determine the subspecific status of the res-

ident population.

Aphelocoma cocrulescens nevadac Pitelka
Scrub Jay

Collection records: Four specimens, August

1, 1960; Maxch 16, May 14, July 2, 1961.

Status: The Scrub Jay is a rather common
resident in the Pinym'l-]uniper and oakbrush
commuhnities. We have recorded it from Feb-
ruary 22 to October 10, with the greatest num-
ber of records being in May. We have no rec-

-ords as yet for the months of November, De-
. cember and January.
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Pica pica hudsonia (S.dnnu)

Black-billed Magpic

“Collection records: None.
Status:  We have only ohe sight rccurdruf
the magpice for December 3, 1961,

( orcus corax sinuatus \\ wlu'
Common Raven

_ Collection records: Five specimens, .\ovcm—
ber 13, December 15, 1939; August 31, Octob-
cr 14, 1960; Apul 21, 1961. )

Status:
the test site and have been recorded for every
“month of the ycar. They are most often seen
in pairs along the roadways, bat they have also
been noted on the mesas and around springs.

On June 1, 1961, two nesting sites were located -

on cliffs bordermg the mesa; however, it was
aut possible to reach the nests for close obser-

vation,

Curuus brachyrhynchos hc.s))ens Rldt_’\\'dv
Conunon Crow

Collection records: None.

Status: The Common Crow is an uncummon |

_winter visitor to the test site. Four records are
available from November 5 to December 6. The
birds werce scen on the mesa and also near the
town of Mercury. '.

&) ymnor hinus ¢ Juno«,cplmla ‘Wied:
_Pinon Jay

Collection records:  Four speumens july

31, August 1, 1960; - July 7, 1961.-

Status: This jay is a fairly common resident
of the Pinyon-Juniper on the mesas and' in can-

vous burdenng the: mesas. Our records extend

from April 9 to December 11, although it is
hl\cl\' that the birds also occur durmﬂ the mid-

winter months. . Most of our records are for April |

thruu"h August.

Nucifraga columbiana (Wilson)
© Clark’s :\'ntcruck(-r .

Collection records: Two specimens, Scptcm- .

ber 28, 1961.
Status:
commonly in the. Pinvon- jump( r - cominunity.

We have only autunm records fmm September
28 10 ()(mb(r 20.

Ravens are consistent usxdents of -

This spocies h.u h(‘('u observed un-
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Parus gambeli m_/u( nsis (Crinnell)
- Mountain Chickadee

Collection records:  Seven specimens,  July
3. 1960 March 31, April 15, June 16, July 2, 1961.

Status: Mountain Chickadees appear to be
permanent residents in the Pinyon-Juniper com-
munity.  We have records of them for every.
month of the vear exeept January, but they
were most comm(ml) scen in April through July.

Parus inornatus rulétwyt Rlchmoud
: ' Pl.un Titmouse »

Collection records:
5 and June 29, 1961. _
" Status: \We have rather few records of this
species in comparison with the Mountain Chica-
dee. We have recorded it from March 5 to
June 29 in the Pinyun- Jumper cnmmumty “of
the mesas. .

Two specimens, March

~ Psultriparus minimus plumbeus (Bdud)
Common Bushtit

~ Collection records: Five specimens, April 16,
May 24, june 16, October 8, 1961.

Status: This bushtit is a common resndent
at the test site thmuuhout most of the year. We.

Jhave records for cw.n month except gcptcmber

November, January, and Iebruary It is found
both in Pinyon-Juniper and in th¢ Grayia-Ly-
cium community. \oun“ of thls species were
frcquentl\ obscrved. '

Sittu curolincnsia tenuissima Grinnell
White- buast(.d Nxth.xtch

Collectlon rccords. Onc specunen Mav 13 -
1961. i
Status: The \\lntc breastcd l\'uthat(h seems

‘to be rare in the Pinyon-Juniper community. In

addition to the specimen collected, we have one
other sxgllg rccord for May 14.

Tmulml yles m'(lun ;mrl\nmuu Audubon
" House \Vrcn

Collec ‘tion’ rccords. None.

Status: lnc stitus - of . tllc House Wren f()r

~the Nevada Test Site is known only from two

sl"ht records, Apnl 39 .and Augu«t 20, 1961

llujunuuu's bewickii (‘N'moplulm Ohmho)w
Bc\\ ick’'s Wren'

(ollcchon records:” Four specimens, June
27, Jnl\ 30, August 20, I)L‘cmnbu' S5,-1961.
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Stutus: This wren is fairly common in Pin-
von-Juniper on the mesas from April 15 to Aug-
ust 20. It is likely that some individuals remain
all winter since we have records for December.

Cmnphlorliynchus brunneicapillum couesi
' -Sharpe :
Cactus Wren

Collection records: Five specimens, January
5, 1962 and July 23, 25, 1962. ' '

Status: The Cactus ‘Wren seems to be con-
- fined exclusively to communities where the yuc-

ca is present. In addition to the five specimens
collected we have eight sight records for Jan-
uary 3, 1962. The specimens collected in July

were young birds of the year. Apparently. the
" species is confined to the Yucca and Yucca-
" Coleogyne communities. ' - >

Cistothorus palustris aestuarinus Swarth
Long-billed Marsh Wren

Collection records: Two specimens, March
.31 and September 29, 1961. :

Status: The Marsh Wren is an: uncommon
“spring and autumn transient at the test site.
It was seen around the well reservoirs.

The two specimens collected were placed

in the subspecies aestuarinus rather than plesius

in the basis of thcir shorter beaks. One of the

specimens has the typical dark crown of aestuar-

inus, but neither of them is as richly chestnut on
“the back as aestuarinus. -

Salpinctes obsoletus obsoletus (Say)
- Rock Wren o

Collection records: Seven' specimens, April

16, May 5, June 16, ]Lily 24, August 24, 1961. .

Status: Rock Wrens are permanent residents

" in rocky situations in the Pinyon-Juniper and

~around the mesas. We have recorded them for

‘every. month of the .year except. February and
September. lHowever, they are more common- -

ly seen in March through June.

. Mlimus polyglottos leucopterus (Vigors)
S Mockingbird o

© -+ Collection records: Two specimens,’April 15,

June 15, 1961, , S

~ Status: The Mockingbird has been recorded

in the arca from April 2 to August 15, with-the

- greatest number of recordings in May and June.

It is seen most often in the Yucce habitat but

A

is also found in the small canyons around the
borders of the mesas.

Dumetella carolinensis (Linnaeus)
' " Catbird :

Collection records: One specimen, June 6,
1961. '
Status: This species seems to be rare at the
test site and has been reported only a few times
for the state of Nevada. Linsdale (1951) cites
“only two records. The one specimen obtained
by us was taken at Cane Springs and was prob-

ably a transient »‘bi'rd.

- Toxostoma lecontei lecontei Lawrence
Le Conte’s Thrasher

. Collection records: Eleven specimens, De-
cember 18, 1959; February 12, August 17, De-
cember 3, 1960; May 2, 3, 4, June 1, 29, July
10, 1961; February 12, 1962. ’

Status: We have records of this thrasher for
every month of the year. Most of the records
are for June.  In winter they seem to move
about in small flocks in a nomadic fashion. They
appear to be equally at home- in all of the types
of desert communities but were never seen on
_the higher mesas. :

Oreoscoptes montanus (Townsend) -

- Sage Thrasher

.. Collection records: Nine specimens, March
5, 22, April 12, May 20, 21, September 14, 1961;
- January 16, 1962.. ' '

Status: A few sage thrashers apparently win-
ter in the test site area, but they are more com-
monly seen . in early spring (March and April).
There is some evidence of nesting. The pre-
ferred habitat seems to be Grayia-Lyicum -and
Larrea, but they also occur in sage and in Pin-

_.yon-Juuiper. - :

Turdus migratorius propinquus Ridgway
: Robin .

Collection records: Four. specimens, Octob-

- er 19, 1960; May 24, 26, 1961; January 1, Feb-
. ruary 27, 1962, '

- Status: Robins: were recorded in the area
from January 1 to July 2 aud again from Octob-
er to November 14. Although a few birds win-
ter at the test site, they are more common as -
spring and autwmnn migrants. Most of the rec- -
ords were for Cane Springs and the mesa.
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Hylocichla guftata oromele Obherholser
Hermit Thrush

Collcction records: Five specimens, April 29,

- October 12, 1961; April 28, May 5, 1962.

Status: The Hermit Thrush is known only as
a spring and autumn transient through the test
sitc area. The earliest record is for April 28
and the latest October 20. :

All our specimens were identified by Dr.-
. John W. Aldrich as belonging to the race oro-

mela. This race was not recognized in the

_ A.0.U. checklist (1957) and was not included by

Linsdale (1951) in his list of Nevada birds.

H yloéichla ustulata ustulata (Nuttall)

Swainson’s Thrush
Collection records: Two specimens, June 6,
1961; May 12, 1962. R ,
Status: - Swainson’s Thrush is at present
Incwn only as a spring transient. Specitnens

‘were collected at Cane Springs and Tippipah:

Spring. -

. On the basis 6f tﬁe distinct olive erown 'r'ath-r :
cr than the olive or more grayish upper parts

our two specimens are definitely of the race
ustulata rather than swainsoni. Compared with
swainsoni our specimens also have brighter and
more buffy throats and upper breasts and their
-under tail coverts are decidedly buffy rather

" than whitish. In his list of Nevada birds Lins-

dale (1951) lists only the races swainsoni and

almae from the state. The latter subspecies is

now considered to be a synonym of swainsoni

(A.O.U. Check-list, 1957). Our. record of ustu-
lata may
tional subspecigé for Nevada. =

Sialia mexicana bﬁirdi. Ridgway
' ‘Western Bluebird

Collection record: One specime'h,. May 21,

1961.

Status: This species .is ‘an uncommon bird |

- found thus far only in the Pinyon-Juniper of

the mesas. \We have only 16 records from March
31 to May 21 and again in November.

Sialia currucoides (Bechstein)
~Mountain Bluehird

Collection records: Six specimens, March 16,
April 26, 27, May 23, 1961; June 14, 1962. -
- Status: We have many records of the Moun-
tain Bluehird from November to July 2. They
were most abundant in March through May. In

therefore be considered as an addi- .

- of the re'corvds are for Cane Springs.

BrIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY SCIENCE BULLETIN:

~ winter they were scen in the lower deserts along
the roadways, but in spring they were more

common in the Pinvon-Juniper of the mesas. We'
have no positive record of their nesting and no
observation records for August throngh Octob-

.€F.

- Myadestes townsendi townsendi (Audubon)

Townsend's Solitaire

“~ Collection records: Four specimens, October -
5, 1959; April 23, 24, September 28, 1961.
‘Status: Solitaires are considered to be spring -
and autumnn migrants through the test site area..
We have records from April 23 to June and from
September ta October 25. Birds have been noted
only in the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas.

 Polioptila caerulea amoenissima Grinnell
- Blue-gray Gnatcatcher .

Collection records. Six speci:nenS, April 25,

30, June 16, July 2, 1961; April 1, 1962.

Status: This gnatcatcher is a common spring '
and summer resident. Qur records extend from

. April 14 to September 8, although the birds are

most abundant in April and May. Their usual
habitat is the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas or
the oakbrush of the bordering slopes and can-
yons. ‘A few were also noted at Cane Springs.

Hegulfzs calendula cineaceus Grinnell
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
- Collection records: Four specimens, April 9,
24, 30, October 28, 1961.

“Status: Our records of - the - Buby-crowhed
Kinglet extend from October 5 to May 7 with

- most of the records in April. The bird is con-
. -sidered to be an uncommon winter resident and

a_common spring and ‘autumn migrant. Most
Anthus spinoletta {Linnaeus)
o ~ Water Pipit
Collection records: Ten 'specimens, April 7,

*16, March 30, May 13, September 29, October 8,

November 1, 1961; January 26, 1962.
Status: Pipits are common spring and -an-
tumn migrants in the area and a few remain

throughout the winter. The periods of most

common’ occurrence are from March into May
and from September through November. They
are scen near the playa lakes and around the
well reservoirs. :

The subspecific composition of the test site
population based upon the ten specimens. avail-




able to us scems to consist of both A. 5. alticola
and A, s, pacificus. Seven out of the 10 scem to
b« elticod: and the remaining 3 are placed in’
peiificus. However, it seems difiicult to ‘sep-

arat these two in the nonbreeding plumage.

The thoee specimens assigned to pacificus were

tul-s 1 'ite fu!l and winter; all of those save

ore ..t ere placed in alticola were collected in
Cthe i, The underparts of alticola are some-

wht brichiter buff and the streaks on the breast .
and iinks are less extensive and individually

paler and narrower. Judging from specimens of
Iticola tuken in northern Utah in the autumn

Cthere is'a tcndency for the streaks to be larger,
~darker, and more extensively distributed at that
“seasun and to gradually wear away during the

winter. However, the bright buffy ground color

_of the underparts seems to remain fairly constant
- tnward spring. There is still a possibility that

the three specimens called pacificus are actually

“young alticola that have not yet had the streak-.
" ing reduced; however, the fact that the ground

color of the underparts is paler has indicated
that they are closer to pacificus. Linsdale (1951)

- hus indicated that pacificus is the wintering sub-

spevizs in Nevada.

Bomimcilla cedrorum Vieillot
Cedar Waxwing

Collection records: Six spr'.e'cimens, March 16,
Octuher 23, 1961; May 13, June 5, 1962.
. Status: We hav. a total of sixteen records

- fr-en March 18 to October 23, with most of
them in May aud Jude. This waxwing. seems .

to e an irregnlar visitor at Cane Springs, Tip-

- pipak Spring, and on the mesa. =

Phainopepla nitens ’lcpidd Van Tyne
. Phainopepla’ :

. Collection reédrdi ’ .Ong _specimen, - Maf 6, ..
1961 - - '

- Status: We have record of only the one spegi'-'
men which was collected at Cane Springs.

Lanius ludocicianus Linnaeus
" Loggerhead Shrike

- Collection records: Fifteen Specimens, Au-

gust 24, November 19, 1959; June 9, July 27,

1960; March 7, April 15, 25, May 21, June 28,

1961; February 14, March 7, June 5, 1962.
~Status: * We have many records including

every month of the year, but shrikes were most
cominonly scen in March through June. The -

[ 4
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birds were observed in all of the types of plant
comnmunities.  Nesting activity was observed as
follows: A nest containing 6 eggs was found in
au Antriplex confertifolia about 3 feet up from
the ground, April 28, 1962; another,_ also con-
taining 6 eggs was located at Tippipah Spring
in a Purshia tridentate about 4 feet up, April
28, 1962; another nest containing young about
a week old was found on May 5, 1962. These
young were banded on May 12.

The subspecific status of the breeding pop-
ulation is somewhat in doubt. The race nevad-
ensis proposed by Miller is not recognized in
A.O.U. Check-list (1957) and is presumably
considered to be a synonym of sonoriensis. Most

*of our specimens have the clear white rump and

lighter upperparts of sonoriensis, but a few.
adults have the grayish rumps and darker backs
more typical of gambeli. Measurement of 9
specimens from the test site shows a wing length
varying from 98 to 102 mm., with an average of
100.3. This is somewhat smaller than the average
of 103.3 accorded to sonoriensis (Miller, 1930, p. .
135). If the race nevadensis is to be discounted, . .
it seems likely from the data at hand that the
test site population consists of intergrades be-
tween gambeli and sonoriensis, being closer to
gembeli in wing measurement but nearer to
sonoriensis in the white underparts and usually
lighter backs. j » ’

Sturnus vulgaris Linnaeus
Starling

Collection records: Six 'specimené,‘ Novem- :
ber 18, 19539; July 6, 1960, February 13, March

14, October 18, 1961.

~ Status: The Starling appeafs to be primarily
a-winter and early spring visitor to the test site. -

"It was recorded most often in November but

was common in later winter and early spring.

.Occasional ‘birds - also occur in the summer as
‘indicated by the collection made in July. They
~are most frequently obscrved in the lower de-
sert communities and were especially common

along the roadways at Yucca Flat.

Virco n’cim’nr‘ Coues
Gray Vireo
- Collection records: One specimen, July 7,
1961. _. ‘
-Status:” The CGray Virco has been recorded

- four times at the test site from May 7 to July

7. It was noted only in the Pinyoun-Juniper com-
munity. : -
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Virco solitarius (Wilson)
Solitary Vireo

Collection records: Tive specimens, May 1'3
26. 14561; April 28, May 12, 1962,

- Status: This virco is a spring and summer
resident in the Pinyvon-Juniper of the mesas, We
have records extending from April 28 to July
P - : o
Four of our five specimens are of the sub-
species cassinii, -with typical yellownsh green

flanks and back. The other specimen is of the

race plumbeus.
_ Vzreo fnluus swainsonii Balrd
Varblmg Vn‘eo :

_ Collection records: Four specimens, May 24,
~ June 16, July 30, 1961; April 28, 1962,

Status: The \\’arbhng Vireo is a fairly com-

mon spring and summer resident, when it is to
be found at Cane Springs and in the Pinyon-
Juniper of the mesas. It also occurs in the oak-
brush in canyons arOund the mesas.

Vermivora celata orestera Oberholser
‘ Or.m«e-crowned Warller

Collecuon records: Ten specimens, April 30,
May 6, June 19, September 21, 1961; Apnl 28,
1962,

Status: All of our records of this speues

were made at Cane Springs. It secms to be
mainly a spring and autumn migrant through
the area although the June 19 record is rather
late for a mlgmnt and may indicate that some
remain through the sununer.’ . -

v ernnwm rufzcapxlla ndg\vayx van Rossem ..
Nashville Warbler -

Collechon records: ’lwo speclmens August-'

20, 30, 1961.

Status: Our only l\nowled;,e of this spec:es‘,

_at the test site is from the two collection records

noted above. The birds were taken in Pmyon-,

Jl..uper and oakbrush.

Vermicora Lu"mme {Baird)
Virginia's \\’.ubler

- Collection records: Two speumens June 28,
Julv 2. 1961,

Status;: \\’c h.u’c a lnmtul numher of ree-

onds of Vi irginia’s Warbler (-\tu)(]mg) from ~\pnl '

Tt August 200 They are spring and summer
residents i the Pinvon-Juniper of the mesas and
in the nakbrush ui “adjacent canyons.

' D a. memombxl:s

D. a memorabilis
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- Dendroica petechia morcomi Coale
Yellow Warbler

Collection records: Seven specimens, April
29. 30, May 14, 10, 20, 21, 1961.

“Status:  The yellow warbler is a fairly com-
mon spring and autumn migrant at the test: site.
It has been recorded from April 28 to May 6
and again from August 10 to September. 19.
Birds were most commnnly scen at Cane Springs
and at \\’hlterock Sprmg

Dendroica coronata (Linnaeus)
Myrtle Warbler

Collection records: Two specxmens March

/23, April 16, 1961.

Status: Known only as a spring mxgrant

“from the two collection records. Linsdale (1931,
p- 243) mentions it as a transient in Nye County.

Dendroica auduboni memorabilis Oberholser
Audubon’s “'arbler

Collechon records: Eight specnnens Of‘tob-

er 3, 1969, March 24, April 14, 24 28, June 28,

July 2, 1961.
Status. This warbler is.a-.common spring and

‘autumn transient. It is especially abundant in.

April, when it is found at Cane Springs, in the
Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas, and also in the
lower desert shrub communities. The collection

of one young bird on the mesa in July would in-

dicate that it also breeds in the area.
Our specimens are assigned to the subspecies

‘memorabilis rather than auduboni on the “basis
_of greater wing length. The Nevada specimens

compared with Oberholsers (1921) measure-

ments are as follows
: i Test Site Blrds

A Wing

7S\v (male) 73.6 (fem.')

D. a. (mdubom

Oberholser (1921)
Wing
80.5 (male) 139 (fem.)

D. -a. anduboni 71‘)’,(male) 71.6 (fem.)

Dendroica mgwsccns ( Townsend)
Black-throated Gray W arbler

Collection records: . Nine specimens, April

30, May 7, 24, 26, June 4, 29, 1961.

~ Status: This warbler 'is a common spring and
sumuner resident: of the ‘Pinyon-Juniper of the

L) AATE

A am ]




x

- 1963.

: prm"a

tuan transient thrcugh the arca.
 found from late April into carly June and again -

.

wesas, where it no doubt breeds, Our collection

and sight records extend from April 28 to Sep-

tu-\\)u 6, with most of the observation being
made in May and June. ‘

Dendroica townsendi ( Townsend )
*Townsend’s Warbler

Collection records One specimen, May 13,

Status: Tow nsend's \\;arbler is an uncbmmon
spnnv transient through the test site. It was

21

- Spring. ll is not known to breed at either of
_ tlluc places.

Linsdule (193 31) sttes that scirpicola is the
resident subspecies of southern Nevada. Our
male specimens with respect to smaller size, |

~ smaller bills, and greater diffusion of the ye]low

over the abdomen scem close to scirpicola rath-
er than the morc northern race, occidentalis.
“However, our females show. considerable varia-
tion in color from both of the above subspecies
in that they have brighter yellow throats, gray-
“ish rather than browm\h ﬂanks and paler backs

scen at Cane Springs and in sagebrush at the -

edge of the Pinyon-Juniper.. \‘.e have six sight

o uwrds from ‘\pnl 28 to May 13 and in October.

Oporonus tolmiei (Townsend)
. MacGillivray’s Warbler -

Coliection records: Six specimens, May 13,
14, 20, June 2, 1961; June 3, 1962.

Status: \lacCﬂlwmys Warbler is known to
be a spring and autumn transient through the
test site arca. We have records for May and
eurly June and again for August and September.

There are no records for ]ul), but the species

may yet be found breedmt7 around some of the

the latest for September 10. The birds were
scen around Cane Springs and in Purshia tri-

- dentata and other brush at Txp vipah Spring.
The subspeuflc status of our specimens is

somewhat doubtful since both O. t. tolmiei and

‘0. t. monticola might be found as transients
‘through this area. Qur specimens arc rather var- »

o

iable in the gray and black of the forw ard parts,

- “but the yellow underparts and yellowish green
-of the back are quite uniform and. very much
““like o scries of breeding birds from northern

Utah. The tail mecasurements of our small scr-

ies seem to be decidedly less than those given

by. Phillips (Auk; 61(2): p. 297, 1947) for

“monticola (50.3 in males as’ compared to 58.4),
~but. we cannot be sure that our method of

measurement  was the same as his. Linsdale

- (1931) lists monticola as the resident bird of
Nevada. :

Geothlypis trichas scirpicola Grinnell
: Yellowthroat -

~ Collection records: Ten specimens, April 26, »
27, 30, NMay 9,19, 20, 21, June 9, 1961

Status: The Yellowthroat is a spring and au-

in Scptember at Cane Springs aud Whiterock

The carliest record is for May 4 and

It has been -

Wilsonia pusilla (Wilson)
Wilson’s Warbler

~Collection records: Ten specimens, Apnl 96 _

30, May 11, 23, 27, June 2, 1961

‘Status: Wilson's \Varblers are rather common
'spring and autumn migrants. They were record-
-ed from April 26 to June 6 and again in Sep-
‘tember, but they were most abundant in May.
They were seen at Cane Spriags and around
the well reservoirs as well as in Pxnyon Jumper
and oakbrush on the mesas.

From the material at hand it would seem that
both W. p. pileolata and W. p. chryseola migrate
through the test site urea. Three males of our
series exhibit more intense yellow underparts,
a tendency toward orange in the forehead, and
more yellowish backs ch.lmctcnshc of chryseola.
Comparative wing measurements scem- not to’
show any consistent pattern in the two races as
represented in our material.

Passer domesticus domesticus (Linnaeus)
House Q'mrrow

Collechon records- ’lhree specxmens Janu-
_ary 30, March 26, 1961.. i

Status: We have records of the House Spar-
row at the town of Mercury and around the

‘wells from October into June. We have no

records for July, August, or September.

S!ur‘hellu neglecta aeglecta Audubon
\Vcstem \Icadowlark

‘ Coll ection records: Two specumens Decem-
ber 8, 1959; ‘May 3, 1961.

- Status: The meadowlark seems to be primar-
’ xly an autumn, winter and spring resident at
the test site, when it occurs in small numbers in
.1gehrush and other lower desert shrub com-
munitics. Our carlicst records are for mid- -Sep-
tember and our l.ltt,bl for mid- -May.
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Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus (Bonupnrt;:)
Yellow_-hcudod Blackbird o
Collection records: Four specimens, . April
16, 26, 29, May 31, 1961. » ‘
Status: This blackbird is an irregular transient

at the test site. Our earliest record is for March
31 and our latest September 19. The birds were

most common in April and May but a few were

noted in June, July, and August. They were
seen around the wells and springs and on the
playas. o , . :

- . Agelaius phoeniceus (Linnaeus) ‘
~ Redwinged Blackbird '

Collection records: Nine specimens, July 28,
October 13, 1960; May 20, October 8, 1961;
March 16, April 1, 1962. o
~ Status: The Redwinged Blackbird is the most
common icterid at the test site. We have rec-
ords for all months of the year except December,
Jenaary and June. Birds are most aburdaat in
April and again in October; at other times only
scattered records were made. During the height
of their migration they are common in flocks

around the wells and springs and near water

on the playas.

According to the A.O.U. Check-list (1957)

any of the races fortis, nevadensis, and sonori-
-ensis might occur at one time or another in
southern Nevada. Most of the birds at the test
site are transients, and we have not as yet been
able to determine the breeding subspecies if any

in that area. Our small series of females show

considerable variation as to coloration and size
of the beak.- The length of the exposed culmen
~varies from 15.3 to 18.7 millimeters. Few reach

‘the minimum ‘of this measurement for females
.of either fortis, necadensis or sonoriensis and
none reaches the maximum of these races given"

‘by Bishop (1938, Trans. San Diego Soc. Nat.

“Hist, 9 (1): 1-4). For the present, therefore,”
it is thought best to leave the subspecific iden- -

tity of the test site specimens in doubt.

Icterus parisorum Bonaparte
Scott’s Oriole

2%, 1960; June 19, 27, 28, 1961; April 28, 1962

Status: Our records extend from April 15 to-

Angust 9. Scott’s Orivle is consistently present
at the test site in spring and summer, when it
appears to occupy a wvaricty of habitats. It has

brush, and the mixed vegetatin around springs.

‘absent in winter.
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Ieterus bullockii bullockii (Swainson)
Bullock’s Oriole :

Collection records: Six specimens, July 28,
1960; May 4, 7, 14, July 26, 1961. ‘ :

Status: Bullock’s Oriole is a fairly common
spring and summer resident at the test site. \We
have records from April 14 to September 9,
with most of them being in May. The birds
were most commonly seen at Cane Springs, in
the Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas, and in oak-

“brush \jégetated canyons.

Euphagus cyanocephalus (Wagler) -
"~ Brewer’s Blackbird

Collection records: Three specimens, April
16, 26, 1961. ’ o .

Status: This blackbird is a common bird at
the test site in spring and autumn, when it is
most often seen around the wells and springs.
Large numbers were observed in: April and
again in September and October. They were
s%arse during the summer months and seemingly

Molothrus atez_'b obscurus (Gielin)
Brown-headed Cowbird

Collection records: Eighteen specimens, -
August 27, 2§, 1959; July 28, 1960; April G, 186,
26, 30, 1961; April 28, 1962. . o

Status: Qur records for the cowbird extend
from April 6 to November 27, with the greatest

‘numbers being in April and May. Birds were.

seen around springs and wells and also in the
Pinyon-Juniper. o o
Our. specimens are somewhat intermediate -

in'size between M. a. artemesiae and M. a. ob-
scurus.  However, they have the shorter and =

more " slender bills characteristic of obscurus

and on that basis are referred to that subspecies. - -

" Piranga ludoviciana (Wilson)
- Western Tanager

Collection records: Eleven specimens, July

_ S 28, Augnst 1,'1960; May 14, 24, 26, June 1061;
Collection records: Seven specimens, July. . e :

May 27, 1962, -
Status: Western Tanagers have been record-

-ed for the test site from May 13 to Scptember 8

although theyv are most common in May and .

September.  They are frequently scen in the.
- Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas, and a few may nest
been observed in Yucca, Pinyon-Juniper, sage- -

there. They are also present at Cane Springs
and other springs of the area.
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Fheucticus melanocepholus mﬂl(moceplmlus‘
(Swiuinson)
* Black-headed Grosbeak

Collaction records: Seven specimens,.
20, Junc 4, 30, July 7, 1951.-
Status: Our records of the Black-headed

Grosbeak extend from -April 11 to October 4.
Birds arc more common in May and June. They’

inhabit the oakbush around the mesas as well
as the Pinyon-Juniper. They were also fre-
quently seen at Cane Springs.

MR

C,mraca caerulea interfusa Dwight and Griscom

Blue Grosbeak -

Collechon record One specxmen May 21,

1961.
Status:

Springs and all for May

Paseerma amoena. (Say)
Laxula B'mtma :

Collechon records: Nine specimens, April

30, May 2, 7, 12, June 19, July 2, Septemberv 13,

29, 1961; May 12 , June 6, 1962,

Status:
spring, summer, and early autumn resideat. Our
_records extend from April 30 to September 29,
but most of them are for \Iay and June. The
birds are most commonly seen around Cane

Springs, but they are also found in the Pmyon-,

" Juniper of the mesas where there is some evi-
dence of nesting. :

Hespenphona uerpertma brooksz Crmnell
Evening Grosbeak '

- Collechon records: Two specxmens October
.24, 25, 1961.
. Status:

auturnn and winter visitor at the test site. Birds -

have been noted around the \»ells and in the
Pinyon ]umper ,

~ Carpodncus pzu purcus cah/ormcus Baud
Purple I-mch - :

Collection rccord:..
er 24, 25, 1961.
Status: This species appears to be a rare

autumn and spring transient. It has been noted -

The Blue Grosbeak seems to be an-
“uncommon visitor to the test site. We have a
total of 20 records all from the vicinity of- Cane o

This species is a fairly common -

Two specunens Octob .
- orange. In one specimen’ the throat, forchead,

-

-only in the Pinyon-Juniper of the inesas. Neither

Linsdale (1951) nor Gullion, et al. (1959) have
included this species in their lists of Nevada

May ~ birds..

Carpodacus cassinii Baird
Cassin’s Finch
Collection records: "Twelve speéimens April
15, 27, May 21, 23, 26, 27, June 16, October 25,
November 14, 1961.

Status: Cassin’s Finch is a fairly common res-

" ident in the area in spring, summer, and autumn.’

Our records extended from March 18 to No-
vember 14, with the greatest numbers noted in

- March-through June. The birds are almost in-

variably seen in Pinyon-Juniper but have been
recorded occasionally in Larrea.

,Carpodaéus mexicanus (Muller) -
House Finch

Collection records: T}urty-nme specimens,

- October 1, November 18, 1959; December 9,

1960; January 20, 25, 30, 31, F..bruary 15, 17,
\Iarch 10, 11, 19, 26, April 23, 29, May 10, 11,
19, June 15, November 12, 1961.

Status: The House Pmch is an abundant '
resident at the test site throughout the year.
Birds are especially abundant in winter, when
large flocks are mostly restricted to distarbed
areas where Russian thistle is predominant. In
summer these birds scatter into the Pinyon-Jun-
iper and Yucca where they nest. We have the
following nesting records: On May 26, 1961, a
nest contammg five young recently hatched was
found in the top of a Yucca about 7 feet from
the ground; on June 1, 1961, a nest containing
four eggs was found in a juniper.

Moore (Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 52:105,

7.1939) proposed- the name solr.tu(hms for the
- Nevada race of House Finch mainly on the basis
- of less extensive dxstnbutlon of red in the male.

However, his name was not accepted in the

“The Evemn'—f Crosbeak is a rare - A-0-U. checklist (1957), and the name frontalis

- has usually been applied to the Nevada popula-

tion (Lmsdale 1951). Our series of males tak-
en mostly .in winter und early spring show a

o great amount of variation in both the extent and

shade of red. Some of the brighter specimens

_ are near Nopal Red of Rxdveway but range to
. Peach Red in one speumen In another group
-where the coloring is usually far less extensive

the color is near Zine Orange or Ochraceous-

and rump are Yellow Ocher, and then, is a dis- -
tinct grayish brown lnnd_'\crms the upper breast.
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Spinus pinus pmus (Wilson)
Pine Siskin

Collection records: Five specimens, Octob-

cr 19, 1960; \hrd) 30, April 30 \'ovember 1,
1961.

Stams The Pine Siskin is an autumn win-
ter and spring resident of the area. Our records
" extend from October 19 to April 30, when the
birds were seen in the Pinyon-Juniper of the

mesas and around Cane Springs. We have no

ev 1dence of summer occurrence.

Spmus tristis pallidus Mearns
American Coldfmch

Collection rccords. Three spechnens;' Feb-

rluarv 15, 17, April 30, 1961

.Status: Three birds have been noted at the .

test site, mainly in winter and early sprmg,
‘when they occur in: flocks in disturbed areas in
the desert where Russian thistle is predominant.

in spring there are often heavy concentrahons

, around the wells.

Spmus psaltria hesperophilus (Oberholser)
| Lesser Goldfinch o

Collection records: Two specxmens, April
28, 29, 1962. ’

Status: The occurrence of tlns bxrd at the
test site is known only from the two collection
records. The specimens were taken at Cane
Sprmgs . o '

Chlorura chlorura (Audubon)
‘Green-tailed Towhee -

Collectxon records: Seven specimens, Apnl_-

28, May 13, 21; 23;: 24, June 1; 16,1961
“Status: Our records of this species extend
-from April 15 to November 14, with the great-
est numbers occurring in May. The birds inhabit

-t the oak--
e Pmyon -Juniper of the mesas and the oa " April 20, 26,27, 28, June 22, 29, July 27, 1960;
. "March 15, June 2, 12, 1961; June 29, 1962,

brush in canyons around thenr borders.

Ptpzlo ert jthro,)thnlmu.s monfanus Swarth
~ Rufous-sided Towhee .

Col]ectxon records: Six specnmens ]'muary 1,.

I8, May 24, 26, October 8, 1961.

Status: This towhee seems to occur the year
around in the Pinyon ]umper of the mesas and

in arcas where 0'1]\'.)“!5]! is prod()mm'mt These .

birds are, however, rather uncommon.
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Passerculus sandwichensis necadénsis Grinnell
Suvammh Sparrow

Collection records: Twelve spec:mens, March

11, 22, 30, 31, April 7, 27, May 6, 26, September

6, 1961, x\lnrch 9, 1962.

. Status: Our records extend from March 11
into May and again from mid-September to Oc-
tober 28. We have no evidence of the presence
of this species in winter or summer. It has been
noted on the playas and in desert shrub com-
munmes ‘near water. -

‘Pooecetes gramineus confinis Baird
Vesper Sparrow

Collechon record One specimen, ] March 13,
1961.

Status: Our records of the Vesper Sparrow

are rather unevenly scattered between March
13 and September 10 except in the month of
June. We regard them as transients through
the test site area. They have Leen noted around
the wells, at Cane Spnngs and in several types

of desert shrub commumtxes

Chondestes grammacus strigatus Swainson:
' Lark Sparrow

" Collection records: Six specimens, April 9,. ‘

25, 217, May 2, 13, 1961.

Status: Most of our records for thns species
are from Apn] 9 to May 27. We have a single
record for August "Our present evidence md:-

cates that they are principally spring migrants .

through the test site. We have observed them in

brushy ‘areas near’ springs and on the mesas
-+ ‘where there is a mixture of Pinyon -Juniper and -
,sagebrush R

Amphxspx..a lnlmeata desert:cola Rndg\\ ay
’ Black-throated Sparrow -

Collectxon records Fourteen specunens

. Status:  The BlacL throated  Sparrow is a
common spring and summer resident of the test

site. We have abundant. records of its occur- °
rence’ from March I8 to August 22, with the

highest concentration in April, May and June.
Rickard (1961) mentions its nesting in shrubs on

- the test site and we have records of young birds
- of the year. The birds inhabit all of the types. -

of desert shrubs and also occur less commonly

;f in (he Pmyun ]umper of the mesas.
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the area;

m,»lm,u a In 1{: nevadensis (Rxdg\\ .x))
: Su' Sparrow

Collection records: T\\'cnt)'-t\\-o specimens,
October 1, 23, '1939; December 3, 1960; Jan-
wary 9. 23, 29, 30, February 1, 17, April 27, Oc-
tober 4, 1961; Januaey 9, Apul 24, 1962

. Status: Our records of the sage spnrmw ex-
cnd from mid-September to May. The specws
is onc of the most common wintering birds in
during the winter it is found in the
several types of dcsert shrub communitics. The

Umtvst concuﬂratwns occur m December ‘and

jammry

Juneo hye malis cz:montauus Dwight
Slate-colored Junco -

~

Juuiper uf the mosas, and there is some mdnca-
tion that they may nest there.

Spizella passerina arizonae Coues
- Chipping Sparrow

-Collection records: Six specimens, April 24,

.25, NMuy 9, 23, June 4, 27, 1961.

Collection records. Two specimens, Octob- -

er 23, 25, 1961,

Status: The Slate-colored Junco is apparent-
ly rare at the test site. Only the two collection
records and one or two other sight records are

indicated in our data. Judging from the records

summarized by Linsdale (1951) there are rela-

tively few indications of its occurrence in l\e-_

vada. The sv)ecnneus collected were taken on
the mesa in I’m) on-Juniper.

- Junco oreganus (Townsend)
Oregon Junco ’

: (,ollbchon records: Seven specimens, M'uch ,
16, April 23, Octoler §, 1961 January 26, March

2, 18, 1962

Status: ' During the winter large flocks of

juncos occur on the test site, principally in the
‘Pinyon-Juniper of the mesas. \We have records
from October 7 to April i4, but they are most’

abundant in October and November. :

Since’ various specics and mbspecnes usually
flock’ together, ‘it is difficult to give an accurate

lndl(..ltIOTl of the relative abundance of the sev-. -

eral kinds. However, our observations indicate
that the great majority of them are J. oregonus.
In our material we have representatives of both
J. o.montanus and J. o. mearnsi, with the former
apparently being‘t}':{- niore  common.

]um o canic ep, r"uuep., (\\ oodhouse)
: Cr.u -headed Junco -

-Collection records: I'our spcumc ns, \I.l)' 26,

- June 16, September 29, 158

Status: We liave a <m.xll numhcr of. 1(,(.0rds

of the junco, all.of which are for spring and-
Birds have been found in the Pinyon-

summer.

A
s

Status: Chipping Sparrows are common in
spring and summer in the Pinyon-Juniper of the
mesas and are often fr(.quently found at Cane
Springs. We have rccords from April 14 to

- November 6, but most of them are for April

and May when migration is at its highest. Im-
" mature specimens were collected on the mesa,

. indicating that the birds nest there.

Spizellu breweri breweri Cassin
Brewer’s Sparrow

Collection records: Eight specimens, April
14, June 4, 16, 19, 28, 1961; April 14, 1962,

Status: We have numerous records of this
species between February 10 and September 9.
The birds are most abundant in April, May and
" June, Their favored habitat seems  to {
areas where sagebrush is predominant. Young
have been taken, indic.ting that they should be
listed among the breeding birds of the area.

Spizella atrogularis evura Coues
Black-chinned Sparrow

Collechon record: One specxmen July 2,
1961.
~ Status: We have only the one record of this
‘species on the test site. It was taken from a
thicket of scrub cak on the mesa. Linsdale
(19:)1) indicates that the Black-chinned Sparrow
‘is not common in Nevada and is Lnown only
from the southern. part of the state.

Aonot u,hm Icuwphry.s (Forster)
White- (mwned Sparrow

(‘ol]cchon records: Sev cnteen specimens, No-
vember- 5, 1959; October 19, 1960; February 1,
15, 17, 20, March 6, 9, September a1, October -
- 13, 1961; April 28, 1962. :

Status: \White-crowned sparrows are in res-
idence in large numbers from September through

,‘ May. l)urm(’ this period lhc} are found around

the springs and wells and in all typcs of desert
shrubs. They are especially common in the Lar- .
rea c\)mmuml)
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present in the wintering ﬂod.s OE our 17 speci-
mens 12 are ganheli and S are oriaitha. From
the material .tt hand there would appear to be
‘no smson.ﬂ scp.umtxon of the two Taces.

Zonotnchia ntn‘capx'lla' (Cmelin)
Golden-crowned Sparrow

Collectxon record One spec:men, Apnl 28,
1962.

Status: The occurrence of this spec:es at the
test site is known only from the single specimen
‘cited above. Records of this bird in Nevada
seem to be rare (Lmsd.zle 1961). Gullion (1939)
recorded the first specimen from southern Ne-
vada which was taken 26 miles southeast of
Overton, March 31, 1943. '

Melospu.a lmcolmt (Audubon)
Lincoln’s Sparrow

Collect:on records: Six _specimens, March 4,
6, 14, 22, April 30, 1961 ,

Status: Lincoln's Sparrow is a regulat spring

migrant at the test site, when it was seen near
the wells and at Cane Springs from March 18
to April 30. We also h.xve one sxght record for
October 11, ,

The subspeufnc position of- our six speu-
“mens is somewhat in doubt owing to the fact
that some of them were not sexed, making wing
measurement data of little value. In color they

BrIGHAM YOUNG UNIVERSITY SCIENCE Bm.umx

seem to be ide ntical with breeding birds from
central . Utah.  However, such wing measure-
ments as are available mdxcatc, that our Nevada
serics averages a little smaller in this measure-
ment than our series of alticola. This would in-
dicate that they muy be mxgmhnfr lincolnii.

Melospz.,a melodia montana Hensha\v
- Song Sparrow

Collectxon records: Two spec;mens, January.

"9 and November 15, 1961.

Status: This bird appears to be an uncoxix-

mon winter resident in the area. In addition to

the collection records we have three sight rec-

ords for January 30, March 31 and October 19.

Most of the individuals were seen at Cane

Springs and near the wells, but was noted at.
‘F renchman Playa in a flock of sage sparrows.

 Culcarius Iapponzcus Iappomcus Linnaeus
' Lapland Longspur -

Collection records:
er 10, 1961.

Status: The occurrence of the Lapland Long—
spur at the test site is known only from the single
specimen listed ahove. Linsdale (1951, p. 247)

records C. L alascensis from the Carson City,
‘Nevada, area. As far as we are aware our rec-
ord of C. I lappanicus is the first recorded for:

the state. The specimen was taken near water on
the playa at Frenchman Flat. -
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