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‘Continued foreclosure of recreatlon resources on the Nellis l;
. AF Range’ affects 6 percent. of the publlc lands in Nevada and is ’
~ considered not to be a-significant impact. The Nevada Division. of B L
- Parks has an agreement with the Air Force to allow them to ' ’ o )
1nventory the Nellis AF Range for recreational" potent1a1 and 51tes'
in. order ‘to’ complete their. state w1de survey. [r
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' LIVESTOCK GRAZ ING

leestock ‘grazing rights were purchased by the Air Force 1n
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e —counted 825 domestic cattle; however, they were removed in 1978.
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‘ To assist in preventing tréspass grazing, BLM has installed:
: approx1mate1y 150 miles of ferice ‘along the Northern border of the

- - RE . T - g L 3 P - . r






' r2).

AGRICULTURE = . = .

There are no farmlng operations on the Nellls AF Range. Due
to the soil structure and sparsity of ralnfall,‘the Range” p0551bly
would not yield a very productive crop if it were open for agri-
cultural use unless some irrigation: was done., Potential agrlcul- ’

“ tural sites on the Range have been identified by BLM and are

located at, Cactus Flats, Kawich Valley, Emigrant Valley, and the
lower lake of Threle Flnger Lake on the South Range (Range 63)

Irrlgatlon in, the area of the North Range would require

. water to .be pumped from the Ash Meadows and Pahute Mesa ground-
-water’ systems. = These two systems discharge annually about 17,000

acre-feet and 10,000 acre-feet respectively. ' The discharge
presently is transplred by plants or evaporated from soils and-

- 'playas in the Amargosa Desert. Heavy pumping of the groundwater
systems could alter the characterlstlcs of the desert’ area.

MINERAL RESOURCES

o

A Stage One Mlnerals Inventory has been conducted by the U. S

'Geologlcal Survey and Bureau of Mines for the Nellis AF Range’ and

1mmed1ate area [15] ‘ The follow1ng summarlzes this report

. Mlnlng act1v1ty in the study area, Nellls AF Range-and- adja—
cent lands, began in the mid-1860's; with most of the gold-silver

“dep051ts be1ng located during the early 1900's. Although interest

in the area's mineral: deposits waned shortly after their discov-

ery, activity at some sites. continued sporadlcally through the :

1920's and 30's. - Total mlneral production in the area is not
known, but, over half the propertiés.‘listed in table 2-7 are
reported to have. had some output. .. Flgures 2-9 shows the geograph—

‘ical. locatlon of the m1n1ng dlstrlcts in the study area.

- Little or no mineral exploratlon or related act1v1ty has"
occurred in the withdrawn area for nearly a half century because

- . the Range has been withdrawn from operation of the- m1n1ng laws.
Nonetheless, geologlc evidence and records of past mining activity

support a premise that portions of the area could be a future

_ source .of selected m1nera1 ‘commodities to ,meet natlonal

requlrements.-

: M1nera1 ‘commodities found in the Nellis AF Range area are
gold, silver, c¢opper, lead, zinc, mercury, tungsten, turqu01se,'

"sand, gravel,*and limestone. ' Some of the area within the Nellis
'AF Range is prospectively valuable for sodlum, potassium, alunite,

and ‘potash. Approximately the ‘eastern half of the state of Nevada
is prospectively valuable for o0il and gas.- - Much of the North
Range and a small portion .of the South Range falls within this
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TABLE 2- 7

f MINES ON AND ADJACENT TO NELLIS AF- RANGE

. MINLNG DISTRICT -

bV~ WN =
Ce. e e @

O~ O

11.
12,
13.

1.

15,

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

21.
22,

23;

25.

SOURCE: Reference 15.

- Antelope Spr1ngs

Arrowhead
Cactus Sprlngs’
Dike -

.. Dan Dale.

Eden o
.Fluerine' , :
Frenchman Mountain

Gass Peak

Gold Crater -
Golden Arrow
Goldfield

. Groom !

Kawich
Mellan Mountain. -
Mine Mountain - =

' Oak Sprlngs o

; Papoose‘

Silverbow ,
Stonewall "
Tolicha
Trappmans
Wahmonie

Wellington
White Caps -
Wilson -

1‘““-f gf‘ﬂ Es

COMMODITY -  NO.

Gold & Sllver ,
Copper, Lead & S11ver
Gold, Silver, Turquoise

. Limestone & Lead

Mercury, Lead, Silver,
Copper, & Zinc

- 8ilver, Gold

Fluorspar, Gold
Gypsum .
Zinc, Silver, Lead,

- Gold, Building Stone
' Lead, Gold, Silver

Silver, Gold

Gold -~ '

Lead, ZlﬂC,»Sllver Gold
Copper, Limestone.
Mercury, Gold Manganese

~ Gold

Lead, Mercury, Sllver o
Tungsten, Gold, Sllver,
Lead, Magnesite

. Silver, Gold, Lead

Silver, Gold

Silver

Gold, Silver

Gold, . Silver '
Gold, Silver, Copper,

© Travertine

Gold, Sllver s~ Copper:

" Lead
g Sllver, Gold
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