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ABSTRACT

This paper reviews the evidence for fluctuations in past environments in the southern Great
Basin and examines how these changes may have affected the strategies followed by past hunter and
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exploited during the last 900 years. The evidence suggests that there was a shift from monitoring
those resources from within the foraging radius of winter camps established on the mesas to one
of monitoring those resources in the logistic radius of camps established off the mesas. This
change in exploitive strategies, however, does not appear to conform with models of the spread
of the present day Numa in the Great Basin. Rather, it is suggested that this shift may have been
due to a major drought between 900 to 500 years ago when water was scarce on the mesas.





