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or near Yucca Mountain, Nevada. This work builds on the archaeological reconnaissance
and identifications of cuitural resources by the Desert Research Institute (for a summary,
see Pippin and Zerga, 1983; Pippin, 1984). interpretations provided by Native American
Indian peopie are not intended to refute other scientific studies, such as botanical, wildlite,
and archaeological studies. Rather, they provide additional hypotheses for future studies,
and they provide a more complete cultural understanding of the Yucca Mountain area.
Representatives of sixteen American indian tribes identified the cultural value of these re-
sources as parn of a consultation relationship with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).
This interim report is to be used to review research procedures and findings regarding (1)
initial consultation with the sixteen tribes, (2) in-depth interviews with tribal eiders, and (3)
findings from the first on-site visit with representatives of the sixteen tribes. As additional

informatica is collected, it will be reviewed separately. An annuai report will integrate aii

findings.

REPOSITORY SITE CHARACTERIZATION

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act (NWPA) of 1982 proposed a plan to safely dispose of com-
mercial power plant wastes, to conduct environmental investigations, and to invoive Native
Americans in site selection proceedings. A national search for a site where a high-level ra-
dioactive waste faciiity could be located cuiminated in the environmental assessment studies
recommending three candidate sites for further consideration. Hanford, Washington; Deaf
Smith County, Texas; and Yucca Mountain, Nevada. When the present study was initiated
(July 7, 1987), the DOE was beginning site characterization activities at all three sites. The
Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments. Act of 1987 specifies that Yucca Mountain, Nevada, will
be the only candidate site to be characterized. : :

The DOE will begin site characterization activities at Yucca Mountain during 1989. The two
phases of site characterization inciude (1) environmental impact studies assessing how site
characterization activities may affect the land and (2) fieid and laboratory testing of geoclogy,
hydrology, and weather conditions at Yucca Mountain. The current study is part of the envi-
ronmental research. ’
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resources project. Their involvement inciudes participating in in-depth ethhographic inter-
views, tribal council presentations, reviews ot cultural resources project reports, and visits to
the Yucca Mountain study area. '

The location of contempofary reservations for the sixteen indian tnbes and the approximate
boundary of the Owens Valley Paiutes, Southem Paiutes, and Westem Shoshone ethnic
groups in the-late 1800s is presented in Map 1. Each of the sixteen tribes has been con-
sulted on a reguiar basis since July 1986. Details of the continuing involvement of these
sixteen tribes are presented in this report. ' 7

CULTURAL RESOURCES STUDY AREA

The Yucca Mountain cultural resources study area is more than 70,000 acres in size (see
Map 2). By necessity, then, the cultural resources project has to be conducted in phases
because it is impossible for Indian people to make meaningful comments on such a large
area in a short period of time. The first visit concentrated on the eastern flank of Yucca
Mountain, Yucca Wash, Fortymile Wash, and Fortymile Canyon. it was decided to concen-
traté on this area because most site characterization activities would occur here. This interim
report presents findings from the first visit.

- FUTURE STUDIES

As more information becomes available on the exact location of various site characterization
~activities, short-in-time and focused-in-purpose visits will be made by representatives trom
the invoived indian tribes and the ethnographic study team. These specialized visits will be
designed to accurately record cuitural resource concerns for areas of perhaps only a few
acres. : :

An extensive two-week-long visit was conducted in the spring of 1988. The purpose of this
visit was to assess the location and use of traditional piants that are located in the Yucca
Mountain Project cultural resources studies areas. The findings from this study will be pre-
sented for review as its own interim report.

Following the ethnobotany study, most of the major categories of cultural resources located
in the Yucca Mountain study area will have been identified. While the location of all these
cuttural resources will not be known at that time, knowing the types of resources will permit
a study focused on the relationship of these cultural resources to site characterization activi-
ties. This study will invoive tribal govemrqents and elders, who will provide mitigation recom-
mendations_{q the DOE regarding the i'disposition of cultural resources. Those
recommendations will be presented for r'e}riew in their own interim report.

MAJOR FINDINGS

The maijor findings of the first period of cultural resource imerpretation can be briefly sum-
marized here. The Yucca Mountain region was used by Owens Valley Paiute, Westemn
Shoshone, and Southem Paiute peopie for several hundred years. The area contains numer-
ous plants, animals, and sacred resources traditionalty used by these peopie., Over forty-five
years ago, portions of the Nevada Test Site and the Nellis Air Force Bombing
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and Gunnery Range were withdrawn from the public domain. This area includes Yucca
Mountain. The oral testimony combines with the presence of the many cultural resources
identified to indicate that, had the land not been removed, these cultural resources wouid

- still be used by members of these ethnic groups.

Perhaps some of the most important cuttural resources interpreted, both in ethnographic in-
terviews and on-site visits, are the religious sites in the study area. These sites, some of
which are located at known archaeology sites, are of several different types. These sites
contain great power in Shoshone and ‘Paiute beliet systems. ‘

Burials are one of the most powertul items in Native American religious systems. Due to the
nature of Shoshone and Paiute burial practices, burials are one of the most difficult cuttural
resources to identity. Based on our ethnographic experience and the extensive literature sur-
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possible in the study area. During the course of the visits, numerous sites of potential buri-
ais were identified by the Native Americans participating in the site visits. There ls strong
evidence that the Yucca Mountain area has numerous burial locations. .

Westemn Shoshone, Owens Valley Paiute, and Southem Paiute peopie traditionally used a
wide range of piant species currently located in the Yucca Mountain area. Plants were used
as food, as medicine, for making baskets, and in various religious activities. A tew of these

~ plants were identified during the visits. Untortunately, the Yucca Mountain area had less
than a normal rainfall before the fall visit so aimost all piant life in the region had gone into
a dormant state, making plant identification very difficult. An ethnobotany trip is planned for
the spring, after which a detailed report on piant identification and use will be prepared.

ORGANIZATION OF THIS REPORT

The present report integrates data from the first round of ethnographic interviews and the
first two site visit periods. Chapter Two describes the cultural resources project in some
detail, particularty with rejard to the laws that govern such studies. Chapter Three outiines
the methodology used i.ring the course of this study. Chapter Four is a detailed, site-by-
site description of cultural resources interpreted during the first visit to the Yucca Mountain
study area. Chapter Five summarizes the basic concems expressed by the Native
Americans involved in thls research. .
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CHAPTER TWO: CRITERIA FOR INVOLVEMENT OF
AMERICAN INDIAN TRIBES |

This chapter presents ethnographic, ethnohistorical, and iegal arguments for inclusion of
American Indian concems regarding the Yucca Mountain, Nevada, nuclear waste proposal.
The arguments focus on three questions:

1. Do Indian people have a legal or regulatory right to be part of further site charac-
terization studies?.

What kinds of Indian people should be part of the study?
How many Indian people are potentially impacted?

The pertinent evidence was assembled at the request of the DOE as this agency further
considered the relationship between its Nevada facility proposal and Indian people. Whiie
specific to Yucca Mountain, the evidence regarding Indian input issues is generally applica-
bie to other potential nuclear waste sites.

LEGAL BASIS FOR PARTICIPATION

'Amenwn indian peopie in the United States today have an extensive and widening set of
legal and regulatory rights to express opinions about the disposition of traditional ethnic re-
sources. Given this national milieu, it is important to understand why Indian people were not
considered as being affected by the Nevada nuclear waste Final Environmental Assessment
(FEA) (DOE, 1986). Differences in meaning between the terms “potentially affected” and
"potentially socially impacted" are critical. The Nuclear Waste Policy Act specified the term
"affected indian tribe" to mean:

...any Indian tribe (A) within whose reservation bouncary a monitored retrev-
able storage facility, test and evaluation fa-ility, or & repository for high-level
radioactive waste or spent fuel is proposec to be located (B) whose federally
defined possessory or usage nights to other lands outside of the reserva-
tion's boundaries arising out of congressionally ratified treaties may be sub-
Stantiallv and aqugreply affacted by the locating of such A taciiity

Based on these criteria, it was determined that no "affected” Indian tribes existed in the k
Yucca Mountain study area (DOE, 1986:C.4-23; C.7-42, C.7-15). :

The present-chapter suggests that while there may not be Indian people who are technically -
*aftected,” there are Indian peopie who couid be invoived. The term “involved Indian tribes®

. is used here, following Soderstrom (1981:v), to include those tribes that couid experience
sociological, psychological, political, cultural, and economic effects attributable to a proposed
project intervention. This definition emphasizes the types of institutions potentially impacted.
Leistritz and Murdock (1981:156-158) correctly point out the need to aiso consider how a
proposed project would influence the process of human interaction and adaption, as well as
the institutional results of those behaviors. In the United States, there is an extensive body
of national, state, and local law and agency regulanon that defines why and how the impacts
should be assessed.
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It is argued here that Yucca Mountain and the area around it were traditionally used and
valued by Indian people, and despite physical separation due to these cuitural resources
being incorporated into the Nellis Air Force Base Bombing and Gunnery Range and the
Nevada Test Site, the indian people continue to vaiue these cultural resources. Theretore,
there are Indian tribes who shouid be invoived with the studies conceming the proposed
Yucca Mountain nuciear waste repository.

POTENTIALLY INVOLVED INDIAN PEOPLE |

 Assuming Indian people are potentially invoived in the nuciear waste faciiity project, then
who are these people? Ethnographic and ethnohistorical data suggest the foliowing conciu-
sions: (1) the cuttural resources of at least two American Indian ethnic groups that tradition-
ally occupied (i.e., pre-1850) the Yucca Mountain area are potentially impacted and (2) the
cultural resources of a number of additional American indian ethnic groups that have used
the Yucca Mountain area since 1850 are potentially :mpacxed

Traditional Indian Groupsv (Pre-1850)

Traditional Holy Lands. The Yucca Mountain area is part of the Mojave Desert, which is
an important region to many American indian ethnic groups. These groups resided here for
thousands of years before European occupation, using the land and its resources and
building these into a cultural definition of themseives as a peopie. Most of these groups
perceive that they were created on their traditional lands and, in so doing, the Creator aiso
gave them a special supemnatural responsibility to protect and manage the iand and its re-
sources. In Westemn terminology, the Mojave Desert is their Holy Land (Spicer, 1957).

TR S{gthary i - _ioc mmenrie el 1 (R B ™

Charleston Peak, called Nuveganty, located in the Spring Mountains (Kroeber, 1970; Laird,
1976, Stoffle and Dobyns, 1983). The Spring Mountains are twenty-five miles southeast of
the proposed Yucca Mountain repository. According to Laird (1976:122):

In prehuman times Nuveganty was the home of Wolf and his brothei, Mythic
Coyote. It was the very heart of Tuwiin-Yaruvipu, the Storied Land.

There was and is no piace in Southem Paiute traditional territory more sacred than the
Spring Mountains and the areas around them. Continued knowiedge of and belief in tradi-
tional Southern Paiute cosmology remains central to Southem Paiute cultural persistence
(Spicer, 1971; Bean and Vane, 1978). Concerns for this sacred area have been expressed
repeatedly in studies involving Southem Paiute and Shoshone people (Bean and Vane, 1979
and 1882; Miller, 1983; Stoffle and Dobyns, 1982 and 1983; Stoffle, Dobyns, and Evans,
1983). Most-Tecently, Nevada Paiutes expressed concems for Pahrump Valley as an espe-
cially sacred area (Stoffie, Evans, and Jensen, 1987) because of its relanonsmp to the
Spring Mountains. '

it shouid be emphasized that holiness in Indian religious belief is no more a function of
frequency of personal visitation than is holiness in Christian belief a function of frequent
pilgrimage to the Holy Land/Israel. Holiness is an inherent attribute. Pilgrimage overtly at-
tests to holiness, but neither augments nor diminishes it. Thus, physical separation, whether
voluntary, such as migration in search of work, or forced, due to loss of legal access, does
not in and of itseif reduce the holiness of traditional iands.

10






Evans, 1982:52). Paiutes worked for wages as miners, cowboys, farmers, and river boat-
men. By the 1880s most Paiute peopie had been drawn to wage labor sources and had
constructed permanent homes at the edges of Euramerican villages. A similar process is
documented for the Wastermn Shoshone (Crum et al., 1976:88-89, 91, 101; Bowers and

Muessig, 1982:22; Forbes, 1967:153; Rusco, 1975:128).

From these residential “labor camps,” Paiutes and Shoshone peopie continued to return to
their remaining hunting, gathering, and subsistence farming locations in order to supplement
"~ marginal and seasonal wages. Shoshone and Paiute peopie continued atter forced removal
to be knowledgeable about traditional areas as demonstrated in 1950 when Professor
Richara. Shutler was guided on an early archaeology survey of the Yucca Mountain area by
a Shoshone Indian who lived in the nearby town of Beatty, Nevada (Pippin and Zerga, -
198326) ‘

In the Twentieth Century, the tederal government began to set aside portions of traditional
temitory as reservation lands for Southern Paiute people. In doing so, the tederal govern-
ment began to treat local labor camp populations as tribes and their leaders as chiefs. This
political fiction emphasized legitimate local leadership and control -over nearby cuftural re-
sources, but ignored the traditional cultural rights and obligations of all Southern Paiutes to
use and to be responsibie for natural resources throughout their Holy Land. Not all local
bands received official federal recognition, and some, the San Juan and Chemehuevi
Paiutes, were incorporated into other Indian tribal organizations. In addition, the Southem
Paiute traditional lands were divided between four states: California, Nevada, Utah, and
Arizona. This separation served to turther the political and economic' divisions among
Southern Paiute peopie.

The notion of the local Southem Paiute tribe was a tedera!ly created political fiction that had
divisive effects on the Southem Paiute peopie. Nevertheiess, they continued to try to main- -
tain or reestablish national functions and ethnic group integration. Perhaps one of the more
obvious mechanisms for this process is the practice of placing children of the same couple
on different tribal registration rolls. Knack's (1980:48) detailed kinship analysis of Utah
Paiutes demonstrates how fluid band membership is due to :mermamage. resudennal mobil-
ity, and transfers of membership trom one band'’s roll to another.

Polmcal and economic reintegration is occurring in a number of ways. it has been achieved
by five bands who ‘have united under a single chairman and council as the Paiute indian
Tribe of Utah (Department of interior, 1982). More recently, an aimost compiete national
political reintegration has been achieved through the establishment of the Southem Paiute
Tribal Chairman’'s Association. This political body is-composed of representatives from alf
Southem Paiute governments except Chemehuevi and San Juan Paiute. The San Juan
Paiutes, howdvet, are just being recognized:by the Bureau of indian Aftairs as an Indian
tribe (Federai Register, Vol. 52. No. 154, August 11, 1987).

Southern Paiute people continue to recreate their traditional - nauonal structure through kin-
ship ties, economic interdependency, and political organization. Tumner (1985:52) concludes,
based on an extensive assessment of contemporary Kaibab Paiute cultural development,
that Southern Paiute people maintain strong symbolic and social ties with other Southemn
Paiutes and that together these ties constitute an emerging Southem Paiute nation. Many
Southern Paiutes expressed the desire 1o achieve this traditional national level of social inte-
gration because they comprise a single ethnic group that still occupies and is responsible for
its own Holy Land. Quoting the Paiute Tribe of Utah (Department of interior, 1982:2):

12
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To the Paiute People, the land is a source of cuttural, spiritual, and physical
‘nourishment. Following ganeraﬂons of their ancestors, today's Paiutes still
hunt and forage on their tradmanal lands. They conduct their ceremonies,
bury their dead, and celebrate 4an s:tes of historic significance.

!

The most important methodologucal lm;I:IT:atlon of separating traditional ethnic group con- '

" cems from contemporary tribal concems is that all of the tribes currently existing within the
traditional ethnic territory must be contaged in order to permit a compiete ethnic group re-
sponse to a project occurring somewhere within traditional territory.. f county and state
boundaries are used to define the limits ’ot a study area, oniy those tribes that happen to
have a reservation located within tfmseéuramerim political units are subject to study. In

order not to exclude some and someti nes most of the potentially impacted ethnic group
members, it is important to have the concept "potentially impacted® Indian tribe refer to any
contemporary tribe containing living members who are identified with a traditional ethnic
group territory. - ' 1

Recent Amoﬂcah indian Occupants (Post-1850)

Euramerican encroachmem on WQstem | hoshone and Southem Paiute traditional territories
occurred in the 1840s, and by the 1850§ most vaiuable and productive natural resources
were in the hands of Euramericans. Jus% as the Western Shoshone and Southemn Paiute

people began to gravitate toward wagm labor opportunities after 1850, so dld other Amencan
Indian peopie. ; ’

i
Mine camps, large ranches, commercia'; farms, and railroad lines served to attract indian
people of many ethnic backgrounds. indian laborers often were recruited by Euramerican
companies and later remained outside their own traditional territories where wage work was
available. Most Euramerican mining and railroad camps had an Indian camp nearby where
Indian workers and their families lived. ﬂnppm and Zerga (1983:55, 62-63) note the presence
of thirteen inactive mining districts that lie whoily within the. Nevada Test Site or Nellis Air
Force Range, four railroads built in the | riglon during the first decade of the twentieth cen-
tury, and numerous farms and ranches, n}\ the area. Based on data from recent interviews
with Nevada Paiutes, we conclude that there would have been Shoshone and Paiute ranch
hands living with their families on many t these farms and ranches (Stoffle, Evans, and
Jensen, 1987). ‘
Other American indian people emlgrateclj to: me traditional lands of the Western Shoshone
and Southem Paiute (such as the Yucee Moumam area) in order to work for Euramerican
commercial-eperations. These nmmngrantsr began to use and perceive the land they colonized
and its resources as they had their own ‘tradmonal territories. For example, in a recent articie
Drover (1985) points out that Navajo wou'!kers who came to build a railroad across the cen-
tral portion of the Mojave Desert remamed as maintenance crews living in isolated communi-
ties along the railroad. Drover states that these Navajo people created sweathouses,
hogans, and other dwellings near the ranl\road these buildings have cuitural value to the
Navajos as historic and religious structures in another recent study (Stoffile, Evans, and
Jensen, 1987:14- 15), Navajo women who were relocated to the Colorado River indian
Tribes reservation have repiaced most of‘ their traditional weaving and medicine plants with
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ones available in the Mojave Desert. Also important for the immigrants was leaming where
minerals for pigment and medicine were located. Inevitably, these Indian peopie died and
were buried in the lands they colonized. In general, these data suggest that immigrant
indian people have developed cunural attachments in these nontraditional areas and that the
longer they remained in the colonized lands, the more cultural attachments they estabiished.

Traditional or Nontraditional Values. The Advisory Council's guidelinas (ACOHP, .
1985:7) state that only “traditional cultural values® are a legitimate concem under the
National Historic Preservation Act. A traditional cuttural vaiue is one that has historical depth;
a value that has not historically been ascribed o a property is a nontraditional value
(ACOHP, 1985:6) and, while important, does not tall under the National Historic Preservation

Act.

This guideline raises the question, "Should structures, plants, animais, and places that ac-
quire cultural value while members of an ethnic group reside outside their traditional territory -
be defined as traditional or nontraditional vaiues?® It is beyond the scope of this study to
answer this question, but the solution may hinge on whether the ACOHP guideline is spe-
cific to a physical property or to a place. If the cultural value of property is traditional, then it
may not matter that the property is located in a nontraditionai place. So, if Navajos tradition-
ally valued sweathouses, then sweathouses are a traditional value even if they are built
hundreds of miles outside of traditional Navajo territory. if Navajo peopie living in Clark
County, Nevada, have used the types of plants and animals that are found in the Yucca
Mountain area in a traditional manner, then they have traditional values that. may be im-
pacted by the repository project. These examples seem to meet the intention of the ACOHP
guidelines, and it so, it would mean that any Iindian people who currently maintain traditional
cultural values associated with properties in the Yucca Mountain area are to be considered
as potentially impacted by the proposed nuciear waste facility.

Iindividual, Local Association, or Tribal Contacts. Another issue is whether these recent
American Indian occupants of the area are best represented directly as individuals through
local Indian associations or through their original tribal administrations. The decision as to
which is the most appropriate consultation procedure may vary according to where the
indian peopie live. if they live in Las Vegas, then it may be best to contact them through the
Las Vegas Indian Center. This organization functions, much as a tribal government, to repre-
sent the opinions and service the needs of indian people who are not enrolled at local '
reservations, but do reside in the Nevada counties of Clark, Nye, and Lincoin. The Indian
Center has its closest contact with the urban Indian population, so Indian peopie who live in
isolated rural Nevada villages should be directly contacted. if a group of off-reservation
indian peopie wish to have their concemns reviewed by their tribal government, then this
. procedure sheuld be considered. Without a more compiete understanding of these Indian
people, it would be mappropnate to decude on a smgle procedure for determmmg their. cul-

tural concems

LOCATION AND APPﬁOXlMATE NUMBER OF IMPACT ED INDIAN

: PEOPLE
The Westem Shoshone, Southem Paiutes, and Owens Valley Paiutes are the American
indian ethnic groups having the most direct affiliation with cultural resources that may be

located in the Yucca Mountain area. Most of these people are enrolled at one of thirteen
indian reservations. It is expected that persons enrolied at all of the Southern Paiute and

14
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Waestern Shoshone reservations listed in Table 1 are potentially impacted by the project. We
expect to find that only a portion of the peopie enrolled at the Owens Valley Paiute/

Shoshone reservations. are potentially lmpacted but that determination cannot be made with-
out contacting those tribal groups. One}nonward status group, the Pahrump Paiutes, is to be

treated as a distinct political unit. {

Indian peopie who are living away from their traditional reservations are more difficutt to
identify. The off-reservation analytical frame is considered to consist of towns that are lo-
-cated within two-hours drive from the p“roposed Yucca Mountain facility site. Most of the
indian people who live off-reservation in southeastern Nevada will not be enrolied at one of
the local reservations. The State of Nevada Employment Security Department (ESD) esti-
mates that there were 5,640 indian people iiving in Clark County in 1985, of which only 298
(5.3 percent) ‘were enrolled at the Las Vegas Paiute or Moapa Paiute Iindian reservations.
Similarly, the ESD estimates that there were 120 indian peopie living in Lincoin County, and
there are no reservations there. Further ‘rasearch will determine which Indian people who
live in the region around the Yucca Mountam site can be contacted through one of the listed
tribal units and which must be comacted directly. .

"Table 1 lists the location and appmx:mate number of potentiaily nmpacted indian peopile.
There is reasonable certainty about the locations where Indian people live because of previ-
ous ethnographic fieldwork in this area. The numbers of indian people living at any one
place, however, is only a reasonabie eetimate based on previous fieldwork and available
published reports. The exact numbers of people enrolied with each tribe or living in one
community often change because of deaths. births, and seasonal migration in search of
work. Because of these facts, the ﬁgures in Table 1 refiect the most complete demographic
information available. Each estimate reflects the best sources of information, so a variety of

- sources are used. While the actual population figures wiil vary slightly, the relative percent-

age of the potentially impacted people Imng or enrolled at one location is not expected to

be significantly dtfferent from that presented in Table 1.

CONCLUSlON

“In June 1987, the DOE mmated actlvmes to consider Native American concems as required
by the American Indian Religious Freedom Act and the National Historic Preservation Act.
The DOE adopted procedural recommendatlons described in Chapter Three and funded an
American Indian cultural resource assessment study of site characterization activities at and
around Yucca Mountain, Nevada. Because social impact assessment derives from the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and because the Nuciear Waste Policy Act spe-
cifically exempts site characterization from NEPA requirements, a social impact assessment
will not be eenducted at the present Ume :American Indian cultural resource studies, how-
ever, will occur during site characterization because of AIRFA and the NHPA, which are
independent of NEPA. A new term, “involyed,” is now used to describe the project status of -

the sixteen participating tribes.

Tribal contacts, in- depth imerviews, and two on-site visits have generally supported the as-
sumptions presented earfier in this chapter. Contact was initiated with fitteen “tribal govemn-
ments," including thirteen federally recognized tribal governments, the leaders of the
nonward status Pahrump Paiute group, and the Board of Directors of the Las Vegas Indian
Center representing the off-reservation indian people. All fitteen tribes expressed concem for

.15



Table 1. Number and location of indian people invoived in the Yucca Mountain Cuttural
Resources study (page 1 of 2)

l. SOUTHERN PAIUTE fRIBES’

Chemehuevi Paiute Tribe, Califomia 300
Chemehuevi Paiutes, Colorado River indian Tribes,

" Arizona T 300
Las Vegas Paiute Tribe, Nevada 113
Moapa Paiute Tribe, Nevada : 185
Paiute indian Tribe of Utah 516
Kaibab Paiute Tribe, Arizona v 200
SUBTOTAL 1,614

Il OWENS VALLEY PAIUTE TRIBES?

Lone Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, California 115
Fort independence Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, Calitornia 62
Big Pine Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, California 50
Bishop Paiute-Shoshone Tribe, California 500
Benton, Caiifornia ' 50
SUBTOTAL 777

. WESTERN SHOSHONE TRIBES’

Tumba-Sha, Califomia . : 199
Yomba, Nevada 60 .
Duckwater, Nevada : 106
SUBTOTAL 365

16



Table 1.  Number and location of Indian|people invoived in the Yucca Mountain Cultural
Resources study (page 2 of 2) :

V. OFF-RESERVATION AMERICAN INDIAN PEOPLES*

Tonopah, Nevada _ . v 15
Beatty, Nevada . 20
Pahrump Valley, Nevada o 50
Tecopa, California S 1
Carp/Eigin, Nevada , -5
Caliente, Nevada v 5
Las Vegas, Nevada L _ , 5,342
SUBTOTAL : o 5447
* TOTAL INVOLVED INDIAN PEOPLES . 8.203

1Smce 1977, Stoffle has been in reguiar contact with these tribal groups and has conducted
numerous surveys that have required a llstmg of tribal members from the tribal rolls. These
figures refiect his most recent knowtedge about these groups.

ZThese figures derive from a book by the U.S.Department of Commerce Federal and State
Indian Reservatnons and Indian Trust Areas.

3The Timbisha Shoshone figure comes froJrn the tribe's Federal Acknowledgment documents,
and none of these indian people are members of any other Indian tribe (Federal Register,
Vol. 47. No. 214, November 4, 1982). About fifty of these Indian people live at Fumace
Creek, Califoriia, but as soon as this new |tribe receives full government services and land,
many of the tribal members are expected to retum to the Death Valley area. The last two
figures derive from the U.S. Census for 1980 and ‘were checked with a member of one of
these two tribal govermnments.

‘The first six population figures come from|the personaJ knowiedge of Richard Stoffle and
Richard Amold, Director of the Las Vegas [indian Center. An unknown (but perhaps signifi-
cant) number of Indian people reside on and ranches in Nye and Lincoin counties.
The Las Vegas population is an estimate based on the State of Nevada ESD report for
1985. The figure-was derived by taking the 5,640 Clark County indian population estimate
and subtracting the 113 peopie enrolle,q at the Las Vegas Paiute Reservation and the 185
people enrolled at the Moapa Paiute Reservabon These figures were checked by the
Director of the Las Vegas indian Center, who works on a daily basis with Indian people who
are-not enrolled at a southeastern Nevadal reservation, living either in the city of Las Vegas
or.in the rural areas of Clark, Lincoln, and|Nye counties.

17



cuttural resources in the Yucca Mountain area and a desire to participate in me study. The
Colorado River Indian tribe became the sixteenth invoived tribe in order to represent the
concems of an estimated 300 Chemehuevi people who are governed by that tribe.
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CHAPTER THREE: PROJECT METHODS FOR CONSULTATION
- AND CULTURAL RESOURCE IDENTIFICATION

Cuttural resource identification’ during social impact assessment projects requires two dis-
tinct phases of work: consultation and identification. The methodology used to guide the
identification of cultural resources in the Yucca Mountain area has been tested and modified
since 1978 (Bean and Vane, 1978, 1979; Stoffie and Dobyns, 1982 and 1983; Stoffie, Jake,
Bunte, and Evans, 1982; Stoffle, Dobyns, and Evans, 1983). For the Yucca Mountain cul-
tural resource project, the methodology has been divided into ten tasks, based on three
assumptions: (1) Western Shoshone, Owens Valley Paiute, and Southern Paiute people
have traditional cultural- values associated with the Yucca Mountain area (Stoffie, Olmsted,
and Evans, 1987), (2) these three indian ethnic groups, as well as ones with more recently
deveioped ties to the Yucca Mountain area, are potentially impacted by deveiopment in the
area (Stoffie, 1987), and (3) the three ethnic groups are represemad by sixteen contempo-
rary tribal governments.

TASKS INCORPORATED IN THE CONSULTATION AND IDENTIFICATION
METHODOLOGY '

There are ten distinct tasks incorporated in the methodology used during the course of this
project. The order ot the tasks is essentially chronological, with some tasks occurring se-
quentially and with others occurring simuitaneously. in addition, some tasks are primarily
used for consultation purposes while .others are used for identification of cultural resources.
In the following sections, the activity associated with each task is discussed, along with the
actual activity that occurred tor each task during the cultural resources project. The ten tasks
are as follows: .

Search specialized literature.
Contact Official Indian Representatives.

~ Appoint Official Tribal Contact Represertatives (OTCRs).
Conduct key culturai expert interviews. .
On-site visit with key cuitural experts and OTCRs. ‘
Integrate and avaluate findings.
Analyze data.
Draft report.
Review and resolutlons by Tribes.
Finalize report.

bOLP~
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' Cuttursl resource identification, in the context of this report, means identifying the cuk
tural velues that are associated with physical cultural resources or artifacts.
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1. Search Specialized Literature

. A literature search is a required task in any research methodology used during impact as- -
sessment projects. A specialized literature search builds on the initial literature search by
incorporating information derived from less readily accessible documents, such as local
newspapers, local pubiic documents, and early traveler and settier diaries. These sources of
information, combined with standard ethnographic information sources and interviews with
key' cultural experts, help trianguiate information concerning cultural resources (Stoffle, Jake,
Bunte, and Evans, 1982:117). Used in this way, a specialized literature search is a task
devoted to the identification of cultural resources.

3 ) ) ’
ideally, the specialized literature search is conducted throughout the lite of a project. During
the fieldwork for the cultural resources project, study team members continuously seized
spare moments to locate sources of information in local libraries, museums, and archives.

2. Contact Officlal Indian Ropresontatlvu

Tribal Contacts. Because most Native American lndian people belong to a federally rec-
ognized Indian tribe, the first point of contact in any impact assessment project involving
Native American cultural resources shouid be with the tribal councils. Tribal coundils serve
as the official governing body for the tribal group and most tribal councils are headed by
chairpersons. Researchers and study team members should foliow the protocol of first con-
tacting the chairperson, because. the elected leader of the tribal group should be the first
person on the council contacted about any research activity including cultural resource pro-
jects. Three types of contacts are usually employed: (1) letter, (2) telephone, and (3) tace-to-
face presentations. These contacts are the first steps in the consuitation process.

According to the original study design (Stotffie, 1987:12-14), the official tribal contact proce-
dure for. the cultural resources project involved three major ethnic groups: the Owens Valley
Paiutes, the Waestemn Shoshone, and the Southem Paiutes. Encompassed in these three
ethnic groups are thirteen federally recognized Indian tribes (see Table 1). During the course
of the project, the Colorado River Indian Tribes (CRIT) reservation was added to the list
because of the large Chemehuevi population currently enrolied there. Each of these fourteen
tribal groups was first contacted by letter. Tribal Contact Letter #1 described the project and
the initial work schedule and requested permission to proceed with a presentation about the
cuttural resources project to the tribal coundils. In all cases, this letter was foliowed by sev-
eral telephone calls, during which more information about the project was given to the chair-
person or tribal council. An inttial prasamatuon schedule was aiso formulated during this

sernies of telephone calls. ‘ |

Our first choice with regard to the face-ltlo-face contacts was to make a presentation to the
tribal councll or some subset of the councll at a regularty scheduled council meeting. Due to
scheduling confiicts and time constramts' (some councils hold meetings weekly; others hoid
meetings monthly), onty ten of fourteen presentatlons were made to full tribal coundils. The
remaining four presentations were made to the tribal chairperson and one or more council
members. At the end of each presentation, the tribal council or the chairperson (if the full
council could not meet) was asked if the tribe wanted to be invoived in the cultural re-

sources project. Each of the fourteen federally racogmzed tribes asked to be included in the

project.
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Ouring the tribal presentations, maps, photographs, and slides supplemented oral presenta-
tions that described the Native American cuttural resources project. Afterwards, much discus- -
sion took place, and questions posed by the meeting participants were answered until they
had a clear understanding of the proposed high-ievel repository site and their proposed role
in the cultural resources study. Materials, such as photographed copies of maps showing the
Yucca Mountain region and cultural resources study area, heiped to Clarify these issues.

- Nonward Indians and Off-reservation Contacts. Native American Indians who do not
belong to tederally recognized tribes are categorized as either nonward status groups or

. off-reservation indian people. "Nonward status® is a Bureau of Indian Affairs’ (BIA) term used
- 1o, categorize indian groups that do not have tederal recognition as “tribes,” but that are
recognized as having a *community” that has persisted through time. As a nonward status
group, these Indian peopie receive some BIA benefits, but not the full range of benefits that
would be available to them as a federally recognized tribe. Unlike federally recognized
tribes, nonward status groups do not have trust lands. "Off-reservation® indian people are
primarily those who currently live in large urban areas. Off-reservation indian people may
have reservations with which they are ethnically affiliated, but for a variety of reasons, they
are not currently enrolied at such a reservation. - ‘

Following the original study design (Stoffie, 1987:10-15), a decision was made to inciude
one nonward status indian group and one off-reservation indian group in the cultural re-
sources project. The Pahrump Paiutes have nonward status and live forty miles from Yucca
- Mountain. Members of the Pahrump Paiutes have cuitural and traditional tes to the Yucca
Mountain area and have concerns about cultural resources in the area. The ofi-reservation
indian group is the Las Vegas Indian Center in Las Vegas, Nevada. The Center currently
has over 5,000 Indian peopie on its client list; some of those on the list have cultural con-
cerns for the Yucca Mountain area.

Procedurally, both the Pahrump Paiutes and the Las Vegas Indian Center were treated in
the same manner as the fourteen federally recognized tribes. After both groups received
Tribal Contact Letter #1, a series of phone calls were made to schedule prasantations. In
the case of the Pahrump Paiutes, a face-to-face presentation was made to the Pahrump
chairperson and four tribal eiders. The Las Vegas Indian Center does not have a tribal
council; however, it does have an Executive Board of Directors. A presentation was made to
the Center's Executive Board; the Director of the Center acted as the “tribal chairperson.”
After each presentation, both the Pahrump Paiutes and the Las Vegas indian Center group
asked to be included in the cultural resources project.

3. Appoint Otficial Tribal Contact Representatives (OTCRs)

Because tribal councils have busy administrative schedules and because many council mem-
bers have full-time employment in other jobs, the councils shouid appoint an Official Tribal
Contact Representative (OTCR) as the second step in the consultation process. We have
developed and refined the OTCR position during several impact assessment projects. The
primary function of the OTCR is to serve as an information link between the pro,ect



staff and the tribal council. The day-to-ci‘ay administrative schedules of tribal counciis do not
allow them to track the details of every cuitural resource project they receive. Through orien-
tation, training sessions, and reguiar meetings with project staft, the OTCR becomes special-
ized in a particular project. This specialization allows the OTCR to provide updates to their -
tribal council and answer questions from council members when the time comes for them to
make recommendatlons regarding the disposition of cultural resources.

The OTCR aiso helps the project statf in arranging tribal presentations, scheduhng interviews
with key cultural experts, and serving as a transiator when tribal eiders wish to talk about
the project in their own language. The OTCR reads a copy of the report, recommends
changes, makes corrections, and then summarizes the report in a presentation to the tribal
councils.

All of the tribal councils agreed to appoint OTCRs. In some cases, the OTCR was the tribal
chairperson; often someone else who expressed the willingness and had the time was ap-
pointed. After the OTCRs were appomted they became our official points- of-contact with the
sixteen tnbal groups.

A one-day orientation session was heid in Las Vegas, Nevada. on September 9, 1987, tor
all the OTCRs. During the first part of this session, the discussion focused on better under-
standing the DOE high-ievel radioactive waste repository proposal and the reasons for the
Native American cultural resources study. During the second part of the session, the discus-
sion focused on explaining the coordination responsibilities of the OTCRs and on planmng
the first site visit to Yucca Mountam

4 Conduct Key Cultural Export interviews

Interviewing key cultural experts is the second step in the identification of Natnve American
cuttural resources. We define the key cultural experts as people recognized by the tribal
councils as being especially knowledgeabie about the cultural resources of the group that _
may be located in the study area. Experts should be judged on their knowiedge by members
of their own community, not by the project staff (Werner and Schoeptle, 1987: 183-193). Fy
interviewing people in a network sample fashion, some information about cultural resources
will emerge, but it requires many interviews from the entire population to identity the best
cuitural experts (Wemer and Schoepfle, 1987:185). By having the key cuitural experts identi-
- fied by their respective tribal councils, we sliminate some of the time and effort needed to
identity which members of the group are the most expert (Romney, Weller, and Batcheider,
1886:313-338). Interviews with key cultural experts occur only after the respective councils -
have given permission to proeeed with the study and after the OTCR has been updated on

the project. . i

§
—— i "l
i

. We began the key cuitural expen interview phase of-the Yum Moumam Project on. August
4, 1987, and finished on September 24,'1987. A total of forty-one interviews were compieted
during this time period. A two-team approach facilitated the practice of conducting interviews
with cuitural experts of one tribal group while simuitaneously interacting with other tribal
.groups. The -ethnographic interviews usually took place in the homes of cultural experts and
lasted trom one to seven hours. The ethnographers know. of at least four instances when
tribal members who were recommended by the council as knowledgeable about cultural re-
sources chose not to participate in the study. These refusais occurred for a variety of known
and unknown reasons.
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range of questions about the study area, the project, their tamily connections to the study

area, and people who had lived in the region. The interviews provided a preliminary identifi-
cation of the cultural resources that we could expect to find in the study area and helped us
ascertain which tribal members could best identity cultural resources during the first site visit.

S. On-site Visit With Key Cmtuul Experts and OTCRs

An on-site visit accomplishes several different things during an impact assessment project.
First, it heips. eiders recall items and events from their personal past. No one can remember
every detail of an area, and the process of an eider seeing a study area firsthand often
produces more data about cultural resources than the key cultural expert interviews produce
by themseives. Second, the on-site visit allows the OTCRs and cultural experts to better
understand the project and why they are being consulted about cultural resources in areas
-that have been removed from indian control. Third, during the on-site visit, the cultural ex-
perts identity important cultural values associated with resources located within the study
area. These values and resources are then officially recorded as being present within the
study area. Fourth, the on-site visit allows the cultural experts and OTCRs an opportunity to
see cultural resources in the study area, the existence of which has passed from the living
memory of the ethnic group. These resources are recognized by cultural experts when
viewed in person and are officially recorded as being present in the study area. The most
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traveied up Fonymﬂe Wash and offered good exampies of habitation sites .and lithic sites
along the way. This route was less accessible than the other route. and required tour-wheel-

drive vehicies. Some of the sites along this second route also were not as accessible as
-those along the first route. . -

Three of the sixteen invoived tribes (Moapa, Benton, and Bishop) were unable to pamclpate
in the first scheduled site visit, and two tribes (Duckwater and the Las Vegas indian Center)
were not able to send their key cultural experts. The Moapa people were confronted with the
death of a tribal member just before the site visit. The Moapa representatives were actually
in Beatty preparing for the visit when they learned of the death. Duckwater and the Las
~ Vegas Indian Center had scheduling confiicts with the site visits, but were able to arrange
for one tribal member to visit the sites. Benton and Bishop had scheduling probiems and
could not send a representative.

A second site visit was scheduled for those groups that could not participate in the first visit.
This second visit occurred from December 1, 1987, to December 4, 1987, with four tribal
groups (Moapa, Bishop, Duckwater, and the Las Vegas Indian Center) participating. During
this second site visit, seven new sites surveyed by the DRI-archaeologists were visited in
addition to one site included trom the first site visit penod. This second site visit was much
more focused due to the information leamed during the first site visit.

6. Integrate and Evaluate Findings

After the key cultural expert interviews and the on-site visits, all of the research data should
be integrated and evaiuated by the project staff in order to produce a compilete description
of the cultural resources in the study area. integration and evajuation involves the transcrip-
tion of interview tapes, organizing field notes, and integrating information collected in the
literature-search phase with that collected during fieldwork.

The first steps of the integration phase for the Yucca Mountain Project began to occur while
fieldwork was still being conducted. Biweekly, the key cultural expert interview tapes were
sent back to the home office for transcription by the project secretary. Transcriptions were
then made available for integration with other field notes when the study team retumed. A
preliminary interaction analysis was updated daily in the field. Findings from the literature
search were already available, both as a document eartier submitted to SAIC and as intor-
mation organized chronologically in the project files. individual field notes were typed and
organized by site and cultural interpretation. The construction of an electronic cultural re-
source data base was also begun during this integration and evaluation phase.

—_—— 7l Analyu Data

Data collected during a social impact assessment project can be either qualitative, quantita-
tive, or both. Qualitative data are collected through standard ethnographic techniques, and

there are several methods for analysis available to anthropologists (Wemer and Schoepfie,

1987; Petto and Peito, 1978). Quantitative data are usually coliected through
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surveys and questionnaires, but the use of such techniques is rare in social impact assess-
ment projects involving Native Americans (Stoffie and Dobyns, 1983). Cther types of quanti-
tative data can be derived from documents found dunng the specialized lnerature search, for

- example, in census reports and in newspaper articies.

During this first part of the cultural resources project, most of the data collected during the
fieidwork period is qualitative in nature. This data are the resutt of forty-one interviews with
key cultural experts, plus the data collected during ten days of on-site visits. Most of the key
cutural expert interviews were tape recorded and have been transcribed according to the
technical procedures stipulated for this project. The handwritten field notes from the on-site
visits and the remainder of the interviews have been typed, organized, and, for the most
part, integrated into the tape transcriptions. This report is the resuit’ of the analysus of this
data. .

. 8. Draft Report

A draft report is always submitted to the tribal councils for review and comment as part of

the consuftation with Native Americans during a social impact assessment project. This re-
view allows the CTCRs to see the sections of the report pertaining to their tribal group and
to make recommendations and corrections in the event of any error. These corrections are
then incorporated into another draft of the report.

A preliminary summary of the first site visit findings was prepared at the request of SAIC in
October 1987. This summary contained brief discussions of the field activities and the major

“cultural resource findings derived from the on-site visits. A copy of this preliminary summary

was sent to each of the OTCRs and ‘tribal chairpersons of the sixteen involved tribal groups.

9. Review and Resolutions by Tribes
After a report has been completed, each tribal group involved in the cultural resources pro-

. ject should be allowed to review the report and comment on its contents. After such review,

it is appropriate for the tribal councils to pass resolutions that are either in tavor or not in
favor of the report. These resoiutions then become the official statement from the tribal
councils about the reporting of their cultural resource concems. These resolutwns shouid be

" included in the final report as an appendix.

~ 10. Finalize Report

Recommended changes from the tribal councils, prime contractors, and any outside review-
ers will be incorporated into a finai report. The DOE will release the final report as a public
document after review by Amencan indian Tribal Councils and other reievant organizations.

FORMAL INTERACTION ANALYSIS
Formal interaction analysis tracks the progress and direction of consultative study designs,
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represent the person days spent on-site in the Yucca Mountain area.

in Table 2, these interactions are catego‘rized by the group of people with whom the interac-
tions occurred. For this first analysis, mteractlons are not subdivided by when they occurred
during the study. A later analysis will examme the interactions according to the subdivisions
of contact phase, field-work phase, and r}epon writing phase. These interaction totals are
preiiminary because we have not yet completed the transcriptions of field-note tapes com-
pieted during the field-work phase of the study Tabie 1 will be revused as necessary when
these transcriptions become ava:labie

Since each interaction is vital to the orga‘nizaﬁon and implementation of the cultural resource
study, it is difficult 10 assign-a rank or welgm 1o each of the five kinds of interactions. For
the purposes of this summary, we have pade no attempt to weigh or rank the interactions.

" The total number of interactions is présented as a simple sum of the five types. :

A total of 963 interactions were recorded in the time period from June 1, 1987, to December
10, 1987. Of this total, 640 were with the sixteen tribes or their representatives, and 323
were with contractors (SAIC), admnmstraqve people, project personnel, and other project con-
tacts (principally Desert Rasearch Institute archaeologists). The buik of these 963 interac-
tions were phone calls (456), of which mbra than half (245) were made to the tribes or their

representatives.
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Table 2. Number of inieractions — June 1, 1987, to December 10, 1987

Site Visit
Letters ~ Phone Personal Interviews  Person Days Total

Kaibab s 10 3 10 7 38
Paiute Indian Tribe 11 10 7 2 5 35
- of Utah : ' -
Moapa 17 1 8 1 . 8 45
Las Vegas Paiute 10 17 8 1 4 40
Colony o : : :
Las Vegas indian 8- 19 8 0 7 43
Center
Chemehuevi 12 10 '8 3 3 34
CRIT o 8 11 12 7 6 44
Pahrump 6 13 4 6 1 30
Timbisha 13 15 7 0 8 43
Lone Pine . 10 18 4 2 5 39
Ft. Independence 8 9 3 0 4 24
. Big Pine 9 26 5 1 2 43
Bishop 13 26 17 3 0 63
Benton , -8 21 14 3 0 46
Yomba 10 8 6 2 3 29
Duckwater 14 21 2 0 6 43
' SUBTOTAL 167 245 114 41 73 640
Contraciors 27 93 15 0 28 163
Administrative 17 57 6 0 0 80 -
Project Personnel 3 47 NA NA NA ot
Other Project contacts 4 14 o 0 12 30
SUBTOTAL 51 211 21 0 - 40 323

TOTAL 218 456 135 41 113 963
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CI-!APTER FOUR: CULTURAL RESOURCE INTERPRETATIONS

INTRODUCTION

_ This chapter presents findings derived from the fifth step in the research: the on-site visit. A
number of visits will occur over the duration of the study. These visits are designed to be-
come increasingly focused in personnel and purpose as the project progresses. The first
visit was designed to (1) permit representatives of the sixteen invoived tribes to observe
firsthand the area under study so that a more compiete understanding of the project couid
be communicated to tribal officials and members and (2) interpret cuftural resources located
on portions of the study area. Later visits will be more focused either addressing specific
resaarch questions like, "What traditional medicinal and food plants remain in the Yucca
Mountain study area, and where are these located?" or visiting small specific site characteri-
zation locations that had not been previously visited tor cultural resource interpretation by
the indian peoples. '

The location for the first visit was chosen in consultation with Science Applications
international Corporation (SAIC) and the Desert Research institute (DRI). Only a portion of
the total Yucca Mountain cultural resource study area was selected to be visited by the
indian people. There are approximately 70,000 acres in the cultural resource study area,
and many portions are only accessible by four-wheel-drive vehicie and by hiking. Thus, it
was appropriate to limit the geographic scope of the first visit.

- The visit area was chosen because it had been surveyed by DRI archaeologists, because it
was relatively accessible, and because it would be where most of the site characterization
activities would occur. Given these criteria, DR! archaeologists helped select two routes
(Sites #1 through #7 and Sites #14 through #20) that permitted access to a sampie of
known cultural resources. A follow-up visit occurred since a few of the Indian groups couid
not participate in the first visit. Seven ‘additional sites (Sites #8 through #13, #21) were ex-
plorad on the second visit. Maps 3 through 5 show the approximate location of the twenty-
one sites.

Representatives of the sixteen invoived tribes responded - positively to the site visit. Fifteen of
the sixteen involved tribes were represented by thirty-seven people, producing a total of
~ seventy-three cultural resource identification person-days on site (see Table 2 for a break-
down by tribe). Some tribes received permission to bring more than two people on site.
Other tribes only sent one representative, and five tribal representatives could only visit
Yucca Mountain for one day. No one was hurt or became ill during the days of rough travel
and strenuous hiking. No one refused to participate in the study once the visits began. In
tact, even after Jong twelve- hour days in the field, most of the indian people gathered in a
motel room after dinner to pour over maps and photos and to make additional comments
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For most of these indian people, the visit was an opportunity to see traditional lands that
they had heard about from eiders. For some, it was a chance to revisit Yucca Mountain, a
place of traditional activity in earlier times. Actually being on site and seeing Yucca Mountain
firsthand stimulated memories of the area and selicited hundreds of mterpretabons of sites,
teatures, and artitacts.

Some of the sites that were visited, as well as some of the features, had not been recorded
by DRI archaeologists because of their own need to study only a sample of the many sites
in this large study area. These new sites may require survey and documentation by profes-
sional archaeologists so that all sites will have equal status in the cultural resource study

and other projects.

indian peopie who visited Yucca Mountain recognized the presence in the study area of
many more sites and cultural resources than they were able to visit. They theretore ex-
pressed the desire to return to Yucca Mountain to do more work One additional visit is
currently planned. The sixteen tribes are being asked to select traditional piant experts for
an ethnobotanical visit, scheduled for the spring of 1988.

SITE-BY-SITE DESCRIPTION

" The toliowing portion of this chapter presents the location and interpretation of cuttural re-
sources identified during the visits. In accordance with the Desert Research Institute’s sys-
tem for recording archaeoiogical sites, the American indian interpretations are organized by
four categories ‘regions,” “sites,” “divisions,” and “features.” A "region® is a natural geo-
graphic area used by American Indian people. A "site” is defined as a place where Indian
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rounding sites by areas where no artifacts are found. This circumstance does not mean that
nearby sites are unrelated, but they do have separate archaeology numbers. "Divisions" are
defined as spacial subareas within large sites, and “features® are defined as something of
special note at the site. While archaeologists normally would not define plants and animais
as “features,” this report takes a somewhat broader definition of the term and inciudes as
features anything that was specially noted by Indian people at the sita.

Sites #1 through #7 and #14 through #20 were explored during the initial visit and Sites #8
through #13 and Site #21 were seen on the follow-up visit. Following the site name is a
permanent site number, when available, that links the site with State of Nevada and the
Smithsonian Institute Site Numbering System. The cultural interpretations are then arranged
alphabetically by participating ethnic group: Owens Valley Paiute, Southemn Paiute, and
Western Shoshone. Maps and photographs are included to holp place and describe the cul-
tural resources.

There are many types of names for the cultural resources that were identified. For example,
squawberries, is a common name for a plant known as hoopi in Western Shoshone and
u'up in Southem Paiute. Similar compiexities exist with regard to the names for animais,
places, and even artifacts. When an item is identified, usually only one of these names is
available. In the tollowing chapter, wherever possible, we have extrapolated from the one
given name for a resource and added the common, scientific, or American Indian terms.
These terms are to be “trianguiated” by further document and site visit research, such as
the ethnobotanical study. The use of terms in this draft thus remain tentative and sub’ea to

revision.



ORIEN{TATION SITES

The Indian people wno visited the cultural resource study area were prowded wrlh maps and
brief descriptions of the area before they iarrived. Nonetheless, it was perceived, as .essential
to provide a physical orientation to the study area and those places that were to be visited.
Three locations were chosen for orientation; however, after the first day of the site visits,

one of the locations was eliminated because it was difficult to reach and not required for
orientation. Comments made by indian people at the remaining two orientation sites, '
Fortymile Terrace and the top of Yucca Mountmn, are discussed here. All referenced photo-
graphs are located at the end of the site [description section.

!4 :
SITE #1 - FORTYMILE TERRACE (DRI Data Recording Form No. SR120982-12)
{ .

| .
Description. Fortymile Wash emerges from the Fortymile Canyon about three miles north
of Fortymile Terrace. At that point, the wash is flush with the bottom of the canyon walls
and about 3,600 feet in elevation. As the wash flows across the eastem flank of Yucca
Mountain, it cuts deeply into thick beds of gravel. The wash continues past the southem-
most portion of Yucca Mountain and eventually fades imperceptibly into the open fiats be-
tween there and Amargosa Valley, whichiis approximately 2,300 feet in elevation.

The first orientation site is located on an old Fortymile Terrace at about 3,300 feset slevation
and about 100 feet above the contemporary bed of Fortymile Wash. This orientation site
was chosen to acquaint American Indian participants with key portions of the cuitural re-
sources study area. The view inciudes Yucca Mountain, Fran Ridge, Fortymiie Canyon,
Shoshone Mountain, the Calico Hills, Jackass Fiats, Big and Little Skull Mountains, and
Busted Butte [see Photos 1 (YM-1) and 2 (YM-41); Map 3].

This area was the first. stop for all of the ‘Ind_uan groups, and it was specifically chosen in
order to assist in their orientation; so, most Indian peopie usually made general comments
about the study and the study area and did not focus on the specific elements of this site.
Thus, the site has only one feature that was noted by Indian peopte plants growing along
the top of the terrace. |

American Indlnn Site Comments. A 0le archaeologist noted that a 10,000-year oid
Clovis point was found at this site, illustrating the great length of time that American Indian
people have occupied the Yucca Mountain study area. Many eiders noted that this scientific
tact corresponds with their own beliets that, in the begmmng, theur people ‘were created in

masareabytnosupematwal |

The view from Fortymile Terrace stlmulated the memories of several oider Indian people. A
number of indian peopie recalled the Indlan name for Fortymile Canyon (Tovgwahunump,
Snake Canyon). One eiderly Shoshone man toid of the period when he worked and hunted
in the area. Ancther Shoshone person recalled the memory of a family from Ash Meadows
that used to travel between Pahute Mesai and Ash Meadows using Fortymiie Canyon as an
access route. i

x

2 - Personal communmuon Cari Lockett, November 1987.
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Feature: Plants
Southem Paiute
A Southem Paiute elder identified greasewood as a cuftural resource and de-

scriped several medicinal qualities of this plant. Ephedra was also identified as a
medicina! plant and cuttural resource. '

SITE #2 - TOP OF YUCCA MOUNTAIN

Description.  The top of Yucca Mountain, like most portions of the cultural resource study
area, steadily increases in elevation trom south to north. At its southem tip, Yucca Mountain
Jis only about 3,300 feet in elevation in contrast with its northem tip of 6,610 feet.

~  The top of Yucca Mountain was chosen as the second orientation site because it provides a
panoramic overview of the cultural resources study area and places beyond. The site is the
south central portion of Yucca Mountain at an elevation of about 4,880 feet. From this loca-
tion, Indian people can see major landmarks: Crater Fiat, Bare Mountain, Timber Mountain,
Chocolate Mountain, Pahute Mesa, Fortymile Canyon, Shoshone Mountain, the Spring
Mountains with Mount Charleston (Nevwganty), and the Funeral Mountains [see Photos 3
(YM-57) and 4 (YM-56); Map 3].

Because this site was used for orientation, indian people made general comments about the
study area and the project. As a result, again few site-specific comments were offered. Only
two features, three plants, and an animal were mentioned while at this site.

American indlan Site Comments. During time spent at this location, indians made gen-
eral comments that reflected their attitudes toward the land and the proposed project. The
tollowing are representative of these comments:

| am glad we came up here so we can see this scenery before & is de-
stroyed. To see where they are going to break the ground, before it will be
destroyed. You can' teil me that it (site characterization) won't do it.
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where you put it. Deer will eat it, and we will hunt them and get it through
them. It is just like what happened before, we use to have thousands and
thousands of indians—the land was full of people—before they got sick.
White people brought disease, and the Indians got killed. All gone now.

During these orientation discussions, a commonly asked question was “What good are these
studies?* More often, it was put as a statement, “These studies aren't going to do any good.
The government will just do whatever they want to anyway." in order to address these ques-
tions and perceptions, an archaeological site (Dune Wash Rock Rings, 26Ny2960) near this
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Feature: Animal

I

Southem Paiute : : .

l
A red-tail hawk was observed several times ailong the road to this stop over the
duration of the site visits. The red tail hawk is considered sacred to several Native
American ethnic groups, nndudmg Southern Paiutes. The presence of this bird was
considered by one Southemn Panute elder as a good omen for that particular day's-
activities.

Feétura: Plants
Owens Valley Paiute ,
Greasewood was identified as al cultural resource traditionally used by Indian peo-
, ple. The pitch trom greasewood is used for awis and for medicinal purposes. When
‘ soft, the pitch is rolled into a small ball and placed on the tip of a sharp needie—
cactus needles were often used' When dried and hardened, it served to protect the

" thumb used for pressing. The pttch from greasewood is considered a multipurpose
medicine, but it is often used t01 puﬂ“ poisons out of a sore. ,

Southern Paiute ,
Pine pitch was identified as a m'edidne that is used to fight infection. Like greaée-
wood, the pitch is used to ‘pull'j poisons out of a sore. Pine pitch can be placed
under the tongue and siowly abSorbod into the body for cures.

*Western ‘Shoshone i

A Westem Shoshone identified a plant called rabbitbrush that is used to make
_Indian teas. |

1
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DUNE WASH SITES

Dune Wash is the major drainage associated with Sites #3, #4, and #5 that were visited by
the indian people. Dune Wash begins onithe eastemn flank of Yucca Mountain at approxi-
mately a 4,000-foot elevation and drains tor about four miles to the southeast until joining
with Fortymile Wash at a 3,146-foot elevatnon Near its southeastem end, Dune Wash is
constricted by the northemn end of Busted| Butte and the southem end of Fran Ridge. This
constriction creates a natural hunting draw that served, according to the interpretations of
the DRI archaeologist who was present 1and of Indian people, as one of the major natural

" advantages of the valley. ‘ j . _

SITE #3 - DUNE wAsu ROCKSHELTER (26Ny3042)

Dncrlptlon The Dune Wash rockshener is located at the southeast tip of Boundary
~ Ridge where the ridge merges with the valley fioor (see Map 3). The Dune Wash rockshetter
is very accessibie by foot because it is bFated near the valley fioor. In front of the rockshel-
ter is a gentie siope extending to the wash, which appears to be a working area. A few
hundred yards away are two stone tanks or tinajas at Site #4, the only known water source
in the area (Pippin, 1984:184). About a q aner of a mile down the wash are a senes
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of rock rings, named the Rock Ring Complex, Site #5, that are associated with the major
. constriction in the valiey’'s shape.

There were. six features noted during the various site visits. The rock outcrop [see Photo 5
(YM-58)] or low diff, which runs aiong the end of the ridge, is perceived as a piace for
burials, as well as forming at one location a rocksheiter that could have been used as a
living area. The DRI archaeologists were able to date a hearth tound at this rocksnelter and
tound that the hearth had been used within this century (Pippin, 1984), thus the designation
“historic.” A grinding slab was found, as well as series of pits with natural stones. Many
plants [see Photo 6 (YM-63)] and animals were evident during the vis'rts to the site.

American Indlan Site Comments. The site is pereelved to be a seasonal huntlng and
gathering camp and perhaps used by persons traveling in a norm-south direction. The Dune
Wash area contains numerous plants and could have been an important seed-gathering
area. Dune Wash will be one of the ethnobotany locations to be studied in the spring of
1988. Animals, espedially rabbits, could have been coliectively driven down the valley and

. captured with large nets at the constriction. One Western Shoshone eider remembered par-
ticipating in rabbit drives heid in the Yucca Mountain Cultural Resources Study Area when
he was about nine years of age, i.e., around 1917. The rabbit drive was heid by groups of
people who normally did not live together at this time of year. They came together for the
drive, hunted with a big net and bows and arrows, and, afterwards, went different ways.

The gentie slope of the ridge joins with a short vertical cliff before it merges into the valley
floor and provides a natural iocation for “self- sealing” burials. Whenever possible, burials
were placed in low rock clifts having steep eroding rocks above them, but less steep none-
roding areas below. Such a burial location would continue to cover the body of the de-
ceased. A number of indian peopie mentioned the location would have been ideal for
burials. According to one Westermn Shoshone eider, the cliff should be located where people
live, not high up on steep slopes. His relatives are buried in such an area. There were
established locations, as well as places away from homes, where people were buried. The
consensus among representatives was that the area is a potential burial site, but that due to
“ the sefi-sealing nature of the clitfs erosion, no specific iocation was recorded. The position
and nature of the rock and erosion pansms at this site are similar to other known bunal
locations (see Chapter 5).

Feature: Rock Outcmp
Waestem Shoshone
A Western Shoshone eider identified the rock outcrop as a possible burial location.

Owens Valley Paiute
The rock outcrop was interpreted as a possibie bunal location.



Soumem Palute

" - A number of Southern Paiute elders interpreted the rock outcrop as a poss:bte
burial site. Another Southemn Panute person discounted the possibility of the spot
‘being a habitation site, instead fmterpretmg the site as a ceremonial spot. He also
said that the possibiiity of bunals was good and was surprised that there were no
petroglyphs in the area, commenting that petroglyphs are aiways tound at sites
such as these. Hls conglusion was the petroglyphs had been either naturally de-
- stroyed or stolen.

Feature: Histon‘c Rockshelter
Owens Valley Pmme

The historic rockshelter was mterpreted as a good place to Iuve because it is a
wind break, provides shade, and provides a good view of the area.

Southem Paiute

Southern Paiute tribal representanves said that the historic rockshetter would have
been a habitation site aiso used to hide grinding slabs and manos.

Westem Shoshone

The rockshelter was interpreted as a winter camp.

Feature: Plants

|
|
Southemn Paiute !
' |
A Southem Paiute elder identified buffalo berries or hoop berries at the site. Hoop
berries are used for food and ‘dnnk.

i
Westem Shoshone !

Greasewood was. identified in sevaral places as a cultural resource because of its
medicinal qualities. At this site, the person noted the use of the small leaves that
can be gathered and dried for l’Jse in a tea. Ancther cuftural resource identified by
Waesterm Shoshone tribal repfesematwes was hoopi, u'upi, and U'up (squaw-
‘berries), which are plants used ffor food. Indian rice grass, or wa'a/, was identified
and described as a traditional' and nutritious source of food. Desert trumpet was
identified as a cuttural resourt;eI Traditionally, the plant was used for part of a plpe, _
and pan of it is edible dunng the earty spnng

| - ¢







American Indian Site Comments. ’/}Irlnost all of the Indian peopie who saw these tingjas
recalled having seen and used such water containers during their youth. A very common

- reaction of the indian peopie who pamcrpated in the site visits was to clean out the dirt and
debris that had accumulated in the t/na/as This cleaning was aiso done in the past to en-

sure that any water coliected ln the tlna/as would be clean and usable.

The tinaja site, combined wrth the nearby historic rockshelter, was interpreted as a place
suitable for spending the winter because it was a good hunting spot and roots and plants
were available. According to one Westéern Shoshone person, the Kawich people came into
the area for short hunting and gathering trips, but also were known to have lived tfor ex-
tended periods at sites in the Yucca Mountain area.

Feature: Twin Tinajas or Pooahs =

Owens Valley. Paiute L 7

A representative for the Oweris Valley Paiute tribe indicated the tinajas at Site #4
were: similar to ones iocated on a Western Shoshone trail that he and his grand-
parents had traveled. He noted that they cleaned out the trna/as during each visit
so the water would be usable for other traveiers.

Southem Paiute

The consensus among Southem Paiutes was. the that pooahs were modified natu-
ral holes used to hold water

Western Shoshone ‘ , _
The pocans were identified as being similar to pooahs in other areas used by
Westen Shoshones although the latter did not have covers. A Western Shoshone

- elder had also traveled on a trarl marked by pooahs from Bishop to Yucca
Mountain.

Feature: Rock Wall or Rock Alignment

Owens Valiey Paiutes

Therod<wallwasrdenﬂﬁedasahousering thoutremovalofgrassandsoil it
would be difficuit to tell whethe the line of stones is a portion of a semicircular
wall and, therefore, whether the surnoundrng stones are part of a fallen rock wall.

Southem Paiute

The line of rocks was rmerpreted as a marker mdrcaung somethmg located to the
east of the site in the drrecnon of Fran Ridge. A line of stones, it was noted, was
placed to indicate where the next source of water or trail would be located. This
person suggested that given the dry valley, the line of stones would probably indi-
~ cate a tinajas water source on Fran Ridge. According to the DRI archaeoiogist
present at the time, there are srmrlar tingjas along that portion of Fran Ridge.
' N
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This interpretation is based on the assumption that the surrounding stones are not
associated with the line of rocks, and, theretore, it is not a portion of a rock wall.

Feature: Animals

Southem Paiute

Signs of coyotes, wild burros, and deer were seen here. A clear game trail runs
along the contour of the ridge to and from the twin. fingjas. t should be noted that
the base-rock of the tinajas has a series of other depressions that would catch
water for shon periods and, being uncovered, would be a source of water for the
animals. Potentially, the site wouid serve both human and animals needs for water
without generating use conflicts between the two. A number of elders mentioned
that they do not like to establish their camps too close to their source of water out
of respect for the water needs of animals.

SITE #5 - DUNE WASH ROCK RINGS (26Ny2960)

Description. The Dune Wash Rock Rings Site (26Ny2960) is iocated on the edge of a
Pleistocene terrace on the north side of Dune Wash and on the southwest flank of Fran
Ridge. This site is located less than a mile down-wash from Sites #3 and #4.

Features that were interpreted at Site #5 include plants traditionally used by Indian people, a
cache or storage pit, and a series of rock rings. Eight rock rings and one cache. or storage
feature -are located on the southwestem edge of the terrace just before it drops off into
Dune Wash [see Photos 9 (YM-61), 10 (YM-48), and Map 3.

American Indian Site Comments. The location of the rock rings, perched on top of a
ridge overtooking Dune Wash to the south and west and the expanse of Fortymile Wash' to

_ﬁ'iﬂ“‘ Afalal N1 LUkt grmmgt ghgiseg g2 ot ke ga] fendem i

track® of the whole s uthwestern portion of Yucca Mountain. The site is located at the nar-
rowing of Dune Wash formed by Fran Ridge and Busted Butte and, accordmg to the Indian

. people, it wouid have been the location of net traps used in rabbn or other small game
drives.

The shape of the rock rings elicited several interpretations for its use and function. One
Western Shoshone person said that such rock rings were calied tunduda. There was only
general agreement as to the possible functions of the rock rings, partially because such
features can be produced by a number of traditional activities. Rock rings also are used
differently in different portions of the region. To the north, rock rings serve as pine nut proc-
essing locations. Homes are made of more substantial materials where it is coid and wood
is available. To the south, rock rings are sufficient to provide light sleeping shelter or to
process delicate seeds. To some extent, then, the various American indian interpretations
received - at this site reflect the oomplexny of the feature and the origin background of the
peopie making the comments. ,



Feature: Rock Rings, Tunduda
Mojave o ‘

A Mojave'eldor imerpreted sorne of the rock rings as shelters with doorways.
Owens Valley Paiutes - -

, The rock rings were mterpreted as house rings to store domestic materiais.
Another interpretation was that the rock rings were used as sleeping circles.

1 |

Southemn Panute ' A

!

The Southem Paiutes who saw the rock-ring complex provided various interpreta-
tions for its uses: The rings were identified as sieeping circies, hunting blinds, look-
out or ambush points, or burials. The Southemn Paiutes, who: provided the interpre-
tation of the rings as sleeping circles, were both from the Mojave Desert region,
thus refiecting a consistent pattem for this category of lmerpretat»on

Western Shoshone

An eider said that the rock nngs were used 1o process seeds, including activities
such as husking and mrasmng The rock-ring compiex wouid have been a place to
thrash seeds left on whole branches. The rocks wouid have heid the branches in
place while the seed-bearing pods were thrashed in the center of the ring. The
branches would then have been removed and the seeds collected from the hard
surface of the terrace. : ,

~ The rock rings could have been used as a piace to shell or prooess pine nuts. The
pine nuts would have been pnokod further north in the higher mountains, then
brought to the lower, warmer elevations where they would be stored until dried and
needed for food. The rock rings could have been used for both storage and even-
tual processing of the pine nuts

The rock-ring complex vsas also identified as tepee rings. Another person inter-
preted the rock-ring comnipiex as a spot to view game dunng hunting activity.

[

Feature: Plants

-Westem Shoshone

A cactus was identified as a source of food, tools, and needles Cactus needles
are n'adlbonally used to put holes in buckskin.

Southem Paiute - |

, , i -
Hoop berries, also called buttalo. berries, and cactus berries were identified as food




PROPOSED REPOSITORY BASIN SITES

- North of the Dune Wash is a basin that is the proposed location for the high-ieve! radioac-
tive waste storage surface fadilities. This area is where most site characterization activities
will occur. The basin is formed on the east by Fran Ridge (4,026-foot elevation); on the
south by Boundary Ridge (4,200-foot efevation); on the west by the flank of Yucca Mountain
(4,830 - 4,000-foot elevation), which is distinguished by ‘a series of small ribbonlike west-
east ridges; and on the north by the upper portion of Yucca Mountam especially Comb Peak

(5,352-foot elevation).

indian people visited two sites in this area: Site #6, which is located in the southeastern
comer of the basin near the westem flank of Fran Ridge, and Site #7, which is a seres of
Rockshelters located just below the caprock on the westem rim of Azreal Ridge.

SITE #6 - BURIED HEARTH SITE (26Ny3062)

Description. The Buried Hearth Feature was a well preserved stone-lined pit located at
the edge of a small wash on the lower portion of a sandy flank of Fran Ridge [see Photo 11
(YM-51) and Map 3]. This teature is iocated in an area designated tor 100 percent surface
disturbance during site characterization, consequently the teature was partially excavated by
DR! archaeologists. The sandy soil combined with the partial excavation of the feature to
make American Indian interpretation difficult. Nonetheless, the interpretations suggest that
the site could have been the result of at least three types of acuwty home site, sweat
house, or buried hearth.

American Indian Site Comments. All of the Indian peopie who visited this site com-
mented that it was difficult for them to provide cultural merpretahons because the DRI exca-

" Qnip‘m{“‘!‘ gt “ i m_“:tit 5“ li ‘I e lndian nasnia vaiand nasabiiea

comments about the archaeologists' need to conduct an excavation, thereby “destroying” the
site.

A wide variety of plants were identified at this :ocation, including Indian rice grass, which
may have been one of the reasons why the site was used. Due to the dry, dormant condi-
tion of the fiora in the Yucca Mountain area during the summer, detailed plant identification

will wait until the spring 1988 ethnobotany visit.

Featurse: Buried Hearth

Mojave :
A Mojave eider said the feature is not a buried hearth, but could have been the
base of a home site.

Southem Paiute
Southem Paiute tribal representatives interpreted the feature as the remains of a
sweat house.



Westem Shoshone
A Westem Shoshone efder nnterpreted the feature as a barbecue pit to cook pine

nuts or meats. This mterpretatlon is similar to-a hypothesis presented by a DRI
arctmeologtst who was presem at the site.

l

‘ I

Feature: Plant . o
{

Western Shoshone

A plant was interpreted as H¢l:gee a type of wheat or seed grass. Wa'ai, aiso
_named Indian rice grass, was! identified as a food plant at the site. Hopee was

identified at the site. | i |

SITE #7 AZREAL RIDGE ROCKSHELTERS

Description. The northwestern pomon ‘of the basin that contains the proposed location for
the high-level waste facility has a wide 'southeast wash about two miles in length. A number
of environmental study wells were drillefdfimo the base of this wash providing the name Drill
Hole Wash. The western side of this. wash is formed by the ribbonlike ridges on the flank of
Yucca Mountain. The eastem side is fdm\ed by a long fiat-topped, steep-sided ridge called
Azreal Ridge. The fiat top is formed by a hard layer of stone, commonly called a “caprock”;
its resistance to erosion may have contributed to the dramatic steepness of the ridge's
sides. ‘

All along the caprock are a series of small rockshelters, called here the Azreal Rndge
Rockshelters [26Ny1998, 26Ny3008 - 26Ny3010 26Ny3015 - 26Ny3022; see Photo 12 (YM-
68) and Map 3]. These rockshetlters are perched hundreds of feet above the bottom of the
wash and, therefore, are difficult to reach but provide a panoramic southwest view of Drill
Hole Wash and surrounding mountains. A large tinaja (Cleavage Guich Tinaja, 26Ny2968;
see Pippin, 1984:153-154) located in Drill Hole Wash, is the only known source of water.
Azreal Ridge contains the heaviest concemrauon of rockshelters that show past human
usage (Pippin, 1984:153). , 1 : :

The main feature assoclated wuth this slte is the rockshelters; however, one plam was
identified. : , ; ' '
‘ L

American indian Site Commenu. Because these rockshelters are difficult to reach and
are removed from water, American Indnan interpretations focused on the special uses of
these piaces. While some of the rod<shenefs initialty contained artitactual materials, they
werenotlv“letorlrﬂerpreta‘honatmesnebecausetheyarestoredatDRI in general,
the site was interpreted as most approgn'ate for irreqular activities, such as storing food in
the winter, seeking protection from an enemy, or burying the dead. The rockfalls along the
caprock provide an acceptable, but not lldea! location for burials. No exact location was
noted, and some indian peopie dnsagreed that there would be burials present. Self-sealing
" burial sites usually have an eroding pomon of a clitt above the rocky cleft where the body is
placed. At this location, the caprock is the top of the ridge, so a burial could be exposed
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as the caprock is eroded. The Indian people did not reach a consensus on whether there
are burials at this site, so the site was interpreted as a tentative buriai location.

Feature: Rod(shelrer

Southem Paiute

The rockshelter compiex was interpreted as a possible burial site because some of
the artitacts, especially one sandal found by the archaeologists, are items that
were placed within.or near a burial. These rockshelters were aiso thought to be a
place for peopie to hide from enemies and to store materials. Another person said
that there was enough living space for five peopie in one of the caves. One
Southem Paiute person interpreted the rockshelters as camps and winter habitation
sites, and another Southem Paiute person said that the rocksheiters would have
been used to process and store meat during the winter hunting season.

Westemn Shoshone

The rockshelter complex was identified as a tamily hideout from the enemy and as
a place to be protected from the rain. The rockshelter was also identified as an
ideal lookout over the area.

Feature: Plants

Owens Valley Paiute

The desert trumpet plant was identified in the sandy portion of the wash below the
rockshelters. This plant is used as a food source and for making tea.

YUCCA WASH SITES

The northem portion of Yucca Mountain is divided.by a large dry vailey that derived its
name from Yucca Wash, a long wash that extends the full iength of the valley. The drainage
extends about nine miles from its head near Chocolate Mountain (6,703 feet) until its mouth
joins Fortymile Wash (3,400 feet). The valley is 1.5 miles wide at its head and narrows to -
about .4 mile at its mouth. The major topographical points around the rim of Yucca Wash
(presented clockwise) are Chocolate Mountain, Pinnacles Ridge, Comb Peak, Alice Ridge,
-Fran Ridge, and the Prow. Along most of its length, the wash has created a deep arroyo in
the valley floor that is otherwise relatively fiat. The sides of the Yucca Wash valley are .

formed by steep mountain siopes.

Evidence of prehistoric and historic occupation and use is found throughout the Yucca Wash
valley (Pippin, 1984). Different types of sites from various portions of the valley were se-
lected for visits by the Indian people. Six sites (#8 through #13) were visited (see Map 3);
these sites inciude an open lithic scatter site, a rock quarry, a camping area near two large
rock tanks, rockshelters, plant gathering areas, and a ceremonial site. These sites, which
are only a selection of many sites in the valley, represent the greatest site diversity ot any
region visited by the Indian peopie. '



SITE #8 - YUCCA’WASH QUARRY (26NY1 01 1)

Description. Parallel to Fonymale Wash are two north-south ridges. Fran Ridge is south-
emmost, and Alice Ridge fills in the spaoe between the mouth of Yucca Wash and the
northem portion of Yucca Mountain. Ahce Ridge is about 1.5 miles in length and ranges .
from 4,037 to 3,700 feet in eievahon At its northem end are a rod< quarry and small camp-
ing area (see Map 3). ‘ [

i

The Yucca Wash Quarry She is categonzed as an extensive quarry and temporary camping
site by the DRI archaeologists. It is d\aractenzed by. a large lithic scatter made up of numer-
ous flakes, cores, and stone tool remnants. According to the DRI archaeologist at the site
during the visit, there were 8 OOO-year-old artitacts found at the site. The northem pomon of

Alice thge is the source of the stone rinatena!S used tor tools
t

Features interpreted at this site mdude the use of the site itself, the quany materials, a
fireplace, plants, and animal tracks. It snould be noted that certain types of religious activi-
ties would normally occur near a ma;or‘ quarry site such as this one. These activities would
tocus on explaining to the rock why it was being taken and the tasks to which it would be
put (see Chapter 5). - |-

b
I

American indlan sm Comments. ‘fhe consensus among the Indian people who visited
this site was that the area was a good short-term camping area because it provided good
visual control over the surrounding temtory The site is without access to water and so
wouid not have been used for a bngerl period. They were impressed with the amount of
stone tool material available at the location.

l
i

Located near the site are two deep geologuc trenches that were dug as part of site charac-
terization. The people looked at these tranches and asked whether anything found by the
archaeologists at the site infiuenced the location of these trenches. The DRI archaeologist
was not certain, but believed that the locatnon of the trenches had been adjusted in order
not to disturb the site.

Feature: Site As Camping Area

v
s
!
1
i
1
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Las Vegas Indian Center .

The representative from the Las Vegas indian Center was the first to note the
strategic location of the site bacause of its view over the surrounding areas.
According to this person, the site ‘could be used as a temporary camp, probably for
mprocassingctstonetools wrthomfearof being seen by others first. He noted
Mﬁwladtofwateratmesutewouldbeaproblemﬂmesxtewastobeusedfor

- & longer period.
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Feature: Artifacts

Southem Paiute

Sy 2 m"a.wamp@m; b O gena

base of Alice Ridge. They noted that many chips seemed to be tools. They aiso
noted the great amount of obsidian chips tound at the site [see Photo 13 (YM-
133)].

Feature: Fireplace

Southem Paiute

One Southermn Paiute elder .interpreted a.ring of stones located in a fiat area as a
possible fireplace [see Photo 14 (YM-127)]. The stones were close together in
what would have been the middie of the fireplace because, when the people were
finished with a fire, they wouid put the retaining stones together in its middie. This
formation would keep the heat longer.

Another person noted that herbs could be dried on such a ring of stones. The
herbs would be placed on top of the hot rock as the fire was dying out.

Feature: Plants

Southemn Panute

Several plants were identified by Southermn Paiute eiders as useful cultural re-
sources. These were squawberries (U'up/), which could be either used as a food
or for a drink; Indian tea, which is a medicine; greasewood, which is a medicine;
and a desert trumpet, which was chewed.

Westem Shoshone

A Westem Shoshone elder noted a recent use of greasewood. As an adult, he

loaded refined ore onto trucks at a copper mine. After years of this activity, he

absorbed so much copper into his body that he became medically disabied with

what was called "copper-poisoning.” The copper company paid for his medical

care, but there was no close hospital; so he and his family moved to Schurz,

Nevada. While receiving westerm medicine for his copper-poisoning, he attempted

to cure himselt with greasewood and.by soaking in a hot spring. He purchased

pelatin capsules and placed fresh greasewood leaves in them. He attributed his

cure o Indian medicines: greasewood and hot spring baths. ,

. A Westem Shoshone woman noted that greasewood will not prowde a cure uniess
the user says a prayer to it and ask it for specific heip.

Featurs: Animals

Southern Paiute
One Southern Paiute elder identified mountain sheep tracks near this site.



~and animals.

. Feature: Grinding Stones

SITE #9 - SEVER TANKS (26NY1964) -
i

Description. About three miles up Yucca Wash is a hidden valley. The valley actually is
formed by a minor drainage system, mlled Sever Wash, that runs paraliel for 1.75 miles
before joining Yucca Wash. Sever Wash has eroded into Yucca Mountain causing a portion
to become physically isolated. At the head of Sever Wash is a small round valley. it is
bounded on the west by a steep wall of Yucca Mountain that tops out at about a 5,000-foot
elevation and on the east by the steep 4,775-foot isolated mountain remnant. Access to the -
valley can be gained by traveling up the steep and narrow Sever Wash that flows out of the
valley to the southeast and across a low saddie (4,400-foot elevation) to the northeast. The
valley is hidden from traiis that would have been located in Yucca Wash and wouid oniy be
observabie from atop the steep vertical Boo-toot Yucca Mountain cliff (see Map 3).

The hidden valley contains a variety of cultura! features, including open area camping and
processing stations, rockshelters, and at least two large tinajas located in the bedrock of
upper Sever Wash. The tinajas are somewhat unigue because of their size. The DRI ar-
chaedlogists who recorded the site estimated that these tanks have capacities that exceed
80 galions each.

Features marpreted by Indian people at! this site include anﬂacts a potential burial, plants,

I
|t L

American indian Site Comments. Tr?e Indian people suggested that this site would have
been used for long periods of time. It has a good source of water due to the large tinajas,
protection from observation derived from the surrounding mountains, protection from the ele-

ments available in the rocksheiters and‘even its own source of food in the piants that can
be gathered in the valley. !

Southern Paiute

Several Southem Paiute elders identified grinding stones located in open areas in
the hidden valiey [see Photo 15 (YM-143)]. One elder commented that only women
used the grinding stones, so he feit this location was a camping spot that both
men and women wouid have used A Southem Paiute woman commented that
there were different kinds of g?ndmg stones for different. purposes. One type would

~ be used to pound and gnnd meat others would be used for grinding plant
material,

The open areas would have been used for procossmg various types of items. For
exampie, one woman noted that pine nuts wouid have been processed in this loca-
tion. They would be brought down from the north and proeessed here hecause it
was warmer. {

\
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This woman noted that her grandmother used to have different grinding slabs and
matching stones. They would be located at various spots where she camped.
During the day, the sun would dry them out at various rates. Moisture in the
stones was the important assue. ' Her grandmother would move from stone to
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stone as the moisture left them. Her grandmother told her that this process was

- something women used to do. This woman suggested that the distribution of the
grinding siabs all over the flat sandy areas of the hidden valiey may have been to
catch sunlight at different times of the day.

Feature: Tingjas

Southemn Paiute
The Indian peopie noted that the bedrock tanks were partially filled. perhaps mostly
filled, with sand and rocks [see Photo 16 (YM-144)]. Were the tanks 1o be cleaned,
as the Indian people who used this site would have done, the tanks wouid be
much deeper. The Indian people suggested that each tank may have much more
than an 80-galion capacity, perhaps exceeding 300 galions. -

Feature: Possible Bunal

Southem Paiute

The center of the valley has a sandy area where there are a number of large
stones. Two of the .elders, a man and a woman, identified these stones as possibly
being associated with a burial. Aithough this spot would not have been a normal
place for a burial, it wouid have been appropnate. The soft sand wouid have made
digging easy. Neither person would spend more than a couple of minutes at the
site, preferring to move away to another portion of the valiey.

Feature: Lithic Scatter

Southem Paiute

Across most of the valley, the Indian people identified small stone chips [see Photo

17 (YM-136)]. These chips were retumed carefuily to the exact location where they
. were found, as is appropriate according to the belief that these tools belong to the

person who ieft them and shouid not be moved by others. :

Feature: Rockshelters

LasVoolshdianCOmar

The rockshelters were probably used for sleeping, as well as for activities like .
processing seeds [see Photo 18 (YM-146)]. Because much of the hidden valley, as
wefl 23 portions of Yucca Wash, can be seen from the rockshelters, they could

have been used as look-out points.

Southem Paiute

One of the elders noted that a camp would not be made next to the water sources
because this placement would interfere with the animals getting water. Camping
would occur in the rockshelters that surround the valley.



Featurs: Plants ' |
Southem Paiute : 1 :
“Two different plants were ldentmed as cuitural resources at this site. One was Tule
" Spring cactus, described as a survival food, with the seed being the edible portion.
in addition, Joshua plants were identified as having been used both for food and
fier. The larger trees have fruit that is a valued food. The roots of larger Joshua
trees have a red, wire-like rodt' These roots made a pretty color. They were like
small copper wires. They could be cut from the plant, soaked in water, and then
woven into a basket to prowde ared decoratlon

Feature: Animals

{

|

|
Southem Paiute ] '

A man and a woman mdepenpenﬂy identified the tracks of mountain sheep on the
site. One of the Paiute men noted that his brother works for the Nevada Test Site
as a bulldozer operator. Whnle he was cutting some of the roads in the Yucca
Mountain area, he observed moumam sheep. The elder noted that the mountain
sheep are very important in many indian religions because a sheep was an Indian

doctor before it took its sheep form.
At the ﬁna/a, there were aiso 'deer tracks [see Photo 19 (YM-142)]

SITE #10 - YELLQW ROCKSHELTER (26Ny4648)

Description. Directly north of the Sever Tanks site, about .75 miles, are two sites that
fepresent how different portions of Yucca Wash were used. The two sites and the sur-
rounding area are depicted in Photo 20; (YM-156) (see Map 3). The first of these sites, the
- Yellow Rockshelter Site, is iocated near the bottom of Yucca Wash on a smalil bench about
50 feet above where water would flow when the wash is active. The elevation here. is about
4,400 feet. The second site, Boulder Rodsheners Site, is located upsiope about .50 miles. it

will be described in more detail in its Secnon #11.

|

The Yellow Rocksheter Site is composed of a few small rocksheltefs found in a yellow rock
tormation. There were very few amfacts tound in the shelters, but there is a lithic scaner on
the slope a few yards away.

American indian Site Comments. The lnduan peopie interpreted this site as being only
casually used. Rock chips scattered along a nearby slope indicated the site had been used
tfor tool production and that the rodsheners could. have been a place where activities oc-
curred during harsh weather. Note that the indian people suggested the nearby Bouider
Rockshefter Site was used as a winter huntmg/ processing camp. The Yellow Rockshelter
Site was probably not used on a more permanent basis because It is located too low in the
wash to be easily protected, it lacks water except when the stream flows, and it does not
have a great volume of plants or ammals to make it useful for gathering or hunting. The
people generally felt that the purpose of the site was somehow tied to another site in the
area. They were interested in seeing theIBoulder Rockshelters located higher on the siope,
and so very little time was spent at the!Yellow Rocksheiter Site.



SITE #11 - BOULDER ROCKSHELTERS (26Ny4643)

Description. The Boulder Rockshelter Site is located just north (about .50 miles) of the
Yellow Rockshetter Site; it can be viewed in the upper centar of Photo 20 (YM-156) (see
Map 3). The site invoives two large boulders located high on the southwest-facing flank of
north Yucca Mountain, at about a 4,700-foot elevation [see Photo 21 (YM-157)]. At the edge
of each boulder is a rockshelter. Downslope from the boulders is a iong lithic scatter

(26Nyd642).

These bouider rockshelters, grindihg slabs, plants, and pieces of chipped stone were signifi-
cant teatures interpreted by the indian peopie at this site. There were six grinding slabs
located in or near the front of the rocksheiters.

American Indian Site Comments. The site may have been used as a temporary hunting
camp. Most of the Native Americans who visited the site felt the location was too high tor a
regular camp where people stayed tor iong periods of time. One Southem Paiute eider inter-
preted the site as a mountain sheep hunting camp. He expiained that even though there
was no nearby water, the place couid have been used for weeks at a time. The Indian
people would not normally live close to water when they were hunting because the animals
might be kept from the water and move out of the area. Another reason is that a camp .
piaced close to water wouid have been interpreted by other Indian people as an indication
that the people at the camp were trying to claim ownership of the water and the area. This
encroachment could cause strife and tension among other peopie who needed to use the
water. He aiso explained that in this area, despite its relative isolation, Indian peopie would
have been bothered by miners. He said that this explanation was another reason for indian
peopie to camp away from water sources.

According to the Paiute elder, this site might have been used as a base camp by hunters. It
. the camp was temporary and used oniy by men during the hunt, there wouid have been no
grinding slabs. Because he noticed six grinding siabs in and near the rocksheiters, he de-
cided that this site was not a temporary hunting camp. it wouid be a more permanent hunt-

ing camp that had women present. The women wouid have brought something to grind or
found something in the area themselves, for exampie, the Joshua plant fruit, while the men
were away hunting. The “oid time" women were very strong. They could carry things on
their head for long distances. A Paiute women noted at this point in the conversation that
her mother said that women would often pick pine nuts while men hunted. Another seed
was U'upi, the presence of which she noted outside the rockshelter. This location is unusual
for natural stands of the plant, so she believed that the seeds had been brought to this site
from somewhere eise and that the women had processed the U'upi here on the grinding
stones. Regarding the strength of the "oid time" women, she knew a woman who carried a
- whole deer down a mountainside after the deer had been killed by her husband.



A Southern Paiute woman said that the location would have been too hot in the summer, so -
it was probably a winter camping area. She aiso noted that there was a rock wall at the
entrance of a rockshelter, indicating a need for warmth. A Paiute man partially disagreed
with the winter camp interpretation; he noted that his tather and grandfather hunted moun-
tain sheep in July and August because the sheep were fat and siow at that time of the year.
The lambs are big then, so they do not 'nUrse and the mothers get real fat.

The possibility that the rockshelters were used for storing extra food was suggested by a
Paiute woman. She and a Paiute man dlscussed the interpretation and decided against it.
Food would have been stored in lower elevatlons The rocksheiters provide easy access to
animais. There are too many foxes in the ;area, ‘and they are reputed to be good at taking
stored food. A fox wouid even steal shoes from a camp at night, according to the Paiute
man. The broken pottery was noted. The Paiute man suggested that the peopie may have
stored pots at a camp mey normally used

Feature: Rockshelters ' o

Southern Paiute

The rockshelters were vdentmed as part of a hunting camp that was occupied by
~ *  both men and women. i

. A rock wall located at the entranoe of one’rockshelter was identified as suggesting-
that the camp was used in eold weather [see Photo 22 (YM-161)).

|
Feature: Grinding siabs 1 '

Southém Paiute

Three different types of gnndmg slabs among the six slabs present in the two rock-
shelters were identified at this sne One Southemn Paiute eider said that men did .
not use grinding stones, so the site might have been where the women stayed
while the men were hunting. Drﬁerent grinding stones were used for different pur-
poses. One type of grinding st?ne was used for grinding deer meat jerky.

Feature: Artifacts : 1

Southem Pauné \ ]

A Southem Paiute elder who hasl expenence with flint knappmg identified unfin-
ished arrow heads at this site. He said that they had been broken the wrong way,
80 the maker threw them aside.

Broken pottery could have eomelfrom pots left by people who hormally used the
site for hunting. .




Feature: Plants

Southemn Paiute

U’dp/ berries (squawberries) were identified at this site. A Southem Paiute eider
said that the plants would normally not grow at this spot, but because the peopie
who lived here ate the bermes at this site, the plants had come up from dropped
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processing to this location from the gathering areas located eisewhere.
Sagebrush was found on the siope below the rockshetters.

Feature: Animal

Southem Paiute

On the siope below the rockshener one of the Indian people found he tracks of a
mountain sheep.

SITE #12 - CHIA AREA

Description. Toward the head of Yucca Wash, it widens and divides into smaller washes
that have their own origins in nearby passes and canyons related to Chocolate Mountain,
such as Prow Pass, Claim Canyon, and Pinyon Pass [see Photo 23 (YM-148)]. The Chia
Site is a .75-mile-iong portion of upper Yucca Wash, located between 4,700 feet and 4,900
teet in elevation.

To the northwest of the Chia Area is a long terrace that contains stone chipping stations,
one of which is site 26Ny4631. Site 26Ny4631 was not visited. The DRI archaeologists
found a large expanse of chia estimated at many acres during their 1985 survey of the area.

The chia plants waere :losely associated with a recently bumed area. Their occurrence is
expected, inasmuch as chia and many other indian food piants had to be managed in order
to have them be fully productive. Fire was one means of managing grass-seed food plants
because the fire reduced competition with other woody plants. Grasses are the first plants to
emerge after an area is bumed

There were no features noted at this site because the chia plants were gone when the
indian people visited the site. As a result, they made no specific comments about the site.
Chia could have been eaten by deer or cattle; a dead cow was found a few hundred yards
away on the terrace, and a deer was observed at the Prow Site. it also had been a dry
year, so the chia may not have sprouted as abundantly as in the year when first viewed by
the DRI archaeologists. The site is planned to be an ethnobotanical site visit in the spring of
1988.



American indian Stte Comments. One of the Owens Valiey Paiutes said that the site
was loaded with medicine. When asked for more information, she said that she could not .
tell but that it was “strong medicine.” ; ;

1

SITE #13 - PROW PASS CEREMONIAL AREA (26NY3053 - 26NY3055)

Description. Prow Pass Ceremonial Area is located .85 miles west of the Chia Gathering
Area (see Map 3). Prow Pass is the ma;or low-elevation area (5,250 feet) that separates the
northern and southemn portions of Yucca Mountain. Prow Pass is an easily accessibie pass;
i links Crater Fiat and Yucca Wash. The pass derives it name from a narrow, dramatically
steep portion of Yucca Mountain that is lcalled ‘the Prow” because it resembies the prow of
a shlp : ; ,

DRI archaeologists surveyed six sites m‘ tms area, three of which were visited by Native
American representatives. The sites wsned were all associated with a 150-foot-tall, free-
standing rock formation iocated at about a 4,800-foot elevation on the eastern siope of Prow
Pass. The site is domninated by the presence of the Prow of Yucca Mountain, which is lo-
cated just to the south. 1 :
A stone pestie placed in a rock caim was the outstandmg feature interpreted at the Prow
Pass. Also interpreted were possible bunal rocks, rock rings, hollow rocks with openings,
three small tinajas, grinding slabs, and an animal.

American Indian Site Comments. All the indian people who visited this area mterpreted
it as being a very religious place. It is posslble that the site represents an area where peo-
pie were buried. The site appears to have a ceremonially buried woman's tool—a stone
pastlie—that may be associated with a rpemonal ceremony, such as are observed today by
Waestern Shoshone and Southem Paiutei‘ people one year after a person dies. The Westem
Shoshone representatives commented that this site was very powerful and important.

Featurs: Stone Pestle

Owens Valley Palute

A stone pestie, cylindrical in shape approxlmately 14 inches in length was discov-

ered at the base of the hughest pomt on the ridge. The stone had been placed in a
pile of rocks—a stone wm—at ‘the base of a tall point on the ndge [see Photos
24 and 25 (YM-187 and YM-188)]

One of the Owens Valley Palute women noted tha1 it was a rare find. She com-
mented that it should be left alone but she did not want it to be taken by some-
one. She was concemed overiwhat shouid be done with it, it anything.

Southern Paiute ' 1 i
A Southem Paiute man noted 1that the placement of the pestie suggested that it
had been placed there for oeremoma! reasons. He thought that it might be associ-
ated with a memorial burial ceremony Such a ceremony would be conducted one.
year after the death of a person. It would be near, but not at, the grave. He said
that this site was not a grave because it was 100 high on the ridge. He suggested -
that the grave would be in a self-covering location elsewhere lower on the siope of
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the ridge or in the immediate area. Although most of the deceased person's pos-
sessions are either destroyed during the bunal or placed in the grave, some per-
sonal items are kept for the memorial ceremony. The items are then used to
remind relatives and friends of the person. The items become the focus ot the
ceremony, and after the ceremony, they are destroyed or buried. He suggested
that the pestle could have been an item that was ceremonially buried after it had
_been used in a memorial ceremony.

- This person eliminated the possibility that the stone pestie was just being stored in
this location. If the peopie were to store it, it would be located near the grinding
siab or mortar where it was used. t wouid never be stored in such an exposed
place, far above. the nearby rocksheiters where the grinding slabs were found.

Westem Shoshone

One of the Westem Shoshone eiders refused to remain near or comment on the
pestie. Another noted the religious importance of the pestie and the area in gen-
eral and also left the site of the pestie.

Feature: Possible Burial

Waestern Shoshone

On the upnhill siope from the site toward the crest of Prow Pass, one of the
Waestern Shoshone men identified -a location that was a possible burial. in a small
draw, there was a small hole in a rock face, and a series of flat rocks were piled
in front. He said that it looked like a traditional northem Shoshone burial area. The
flat rocks were key in the identification.

Featurs: Grinding Slabs

Western Shoshone

A man noted the various grinding slabs in the area {see Photo 26 (YM-184)]. He
noted that most of the time the oid people wouid leave the grinding slab and grind-
ing handstone in one spot. Men would never grind the seeds; so it grinding slabs
were found at a camping site, women would have come there mth the men. The
Shoshone word for grinding siab is Po'o.

in an area where people could harvest pinyon nuts, there would be big pits near
the camp where the nuts were to be ground. The pine nuts would be placed in the
pits in the cones and left to dry. The pits were often covered with sagebrush.
When the pine nuts were dry and needed, the Indian peopie would uncover the pit
and process the nuts. They wouid have their grinding slabs nearby. Such pits were
dug near this man's family camp at White Rocks Spring (see site descnptmn in
this chapter). ,

Southem Paiute

A woman ﬁoted that the grinding slabs and stones were left in one place and that
nothing would happen to them. They were “cherishable” in those days. Nowadays,
other people just come around and pick them to take home.



Feature: Rock Rings
Southern Paiute | |

A rock ring was found on md northeast slope of the area. The ring was large

enough, according to one man, to hoid five or six persons. A brush or skin struc-

ture wouid be placed above me rocks. He noted that two or three tamilies would

go around together; each famny would have five or six members.

Feature: Tinaja

4
1
Western Shoshone j
V

i
A Westem Shoshone man sa:d that the small rock tanks or tinajas were like ones
he remembered. Whenever he or his tamily found one, they. wouid clean them out.
He remembers worms would (grow in them, and these were always removed along
with rocks-and twigs that had gotten into the finajas. :

i

Feature: Rocks with Holes

i

K
" Westem Shoshone )
A man noted that there were]a number of rocks with holes in them on the north-
eastern siope near the rock nngs He hit the rocks with a small stone and noted a
special tone. He said that there were musical stones like these located near

Duckwater that were used by{ the Indian peopie.
Feature: Animal

Westemn Shoshone

i
1
K |
{
A deer was spotted, and it indicated the good hunt:ng in the Yucca Wash area,
according to one.man. ] : ,
: |

’FORTYMILE CANYON SITES

Fortymile Canyon is about twenty mlles |ong from its head near Scrugham Peak to its mouth
where it widens at the confluence of Yucca Wash (near Calico Hills) to form Fortymile,
Wash. The Indian people interpreted the canyon as rich in American indian cultural re-
sources and, as such, is independenu)J Yaluable to Indian peopie. Perhaps more important
for this study, the canyon is a potentlal source ot mformatlon that will heip explain the use
patlems and significance of Yucca Mountain.

From the data prowded by the indian people it appears that Fortymile Canyon can best be
understood as a route linking places and resources found at warmer and lower elevations to .
the south, such as Yucca Mountain and |Ash Meadow, with places and resources found at
cooler and higher eGevatlons in the north such as Pahute and Ra:mer mesas. Although it
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The Indian people were able to visit a number of sites located in the central and.southem
portions of Fortymile Canyon. DRI archaeologists were extremely heipful in suggesting sites
to visit. This portion of the American Indian site visit was somewhat unique because so
much of the Fortymile Canyon area had not been studied. About half of the southemn portion
of the canyon had not been surveyed by DRI archaeologists, and the survey resuits were
not available either during the site visits or while this interim report was prepared. None of
the central and northem portions of the canyon had been surveyed or written about by DRI
archaeologists. As a result of these tfactors, Indian peopie were left much more on their own.
to find sites and to make independent interpretations. Only a couple of locations had been

- disturbed by archeology excavation. So the Fortymile Canyon sites provided the indian peo-
ple with new challenges and opportunities for cultural identification ang interpretation.

The following section discusses the sites visited in Fortymile Canyon. These areas are Sites'
#14 through #21.

SITE #14 - FORTYMILE LITHIC SCATTER (26Ny955)

Description. The Fortymile Lithic Scatter Site is located on the west terrace of Fortymile
Wash about .35 miles to the east of the base of Fran Ridge. Technically, this site is at the
head of Fortymile Wash, but it has been inciuded in this region because it is the only site
from the wash area and it is very close to the canyon entrance. The site is on a flat terrace
about 75 yards from the edge of Fortymile Wash. At this point, the terrace is about 3,400
feet in elevation (see Map 3). The surface of the site is covered by weii-developed desert
pavement and a wide variety of plants. The site is without nearby access to water and is in
an open unprotected area. '

A lithic scatter occurs over an area of at least one acre. The soil is sandy, and the flakes
appear every few feet across the site. Most of the flakes were made from obsidian. No
grinding stonas were observed. The site was probably used as a place for processing stone
tools from naturally occurring obsidian bouiders found in Fortymile Wash (personal communi-
cation, C. Lockett). Three features were mentioned at this site: obsidian flakes, plants, and
an animal. :

American Indlan Site Comments. indian peopie discussed with the DRI archaeologist
whether the obsidian and white chert flakes were left by their ancestors or washed down
from higher elevations in Fortymile Canyon. This question probably derived from the fact that
there is no apparent reason why Indian peopie would have been on the site. There was an
extensive discussion about desert pavement and the presence of big game animais during
the Clovis period.

_Feazura: Obsidian

Southem Paiute
A Southem Paiute woman who picked up an obsidian fiake remembered that her
grandmother often used obsidian flakes for medicinal purposes. Her grandmother
cut her own hands with an obsidian flake to permit “thick biood" to drain out. She
did this remedy when she had an overall sluggish feeling, which she attributed to
having thick biood. '



Feature: Plam

Southemn Paiute ;‘

Greasewood was used 1or many medicinal purposes. Like aspirin, it is used as a .
cure-all for a wide range of sicknesses. A cloth can be soaked in boiled grease-
wood and applied to a wound:

A plant was identified as possnble Hoop berries. There was some discussion

among the indian people as to tt'we identification of this piant; others said it was
U'upi. All agreed that the plants. rvere too dry to be exact in identification and that
when the leaves come out in the spring the plants could be properly identified.

(I
i

Feature: Animal

Southern Paiute

. One of the women indicated a rqark in the sand under a bush that she interpreted
as having been produced by a turtle.

SITE #1_5 - TRIGGER TRAP BUNDLE SITE (26Ny4722)

Description. The Trigger Bundie Site is located in a south-tacing rockshetter, that over-
looks the confluence of Delirium Canyon and Fortymile Canyon. The rockshelter is located a
considerable distance up a steep talus slope making access difficult. There is no known
nearby source of water;, however, Twin Spnngs is located about two miles up Fortymile
Canyon. ,

- The rockshelter offers an excellent field of |vision that includes all of the southem portion of
the canyon; the most significant features dliscove_red at this rockshelter are two bundles of
small. game hunting trap triggers. DRI archaeologists discovered two bundles of deadf:ll trap
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second has to do with the problem of interpreting sites when the artifacts have been re-
moved by the archaeologists. While both of these issues were raised elsewhere, they were
only raised together and with greatest intensity at this site. Perhaps this response was
stimulated by the significance of the trigger trap bundles. These issues will be discussed
during the forthcoming work with the indian peopie to design the mitigation plan.

Feature: Artifacts

Owens Valley Pasute

No Owens Valley Paiute had seen similar trigger trap bundies. One Owens Valley
Paiute. would have iiked to hold the bundie, but felt it was overly protected by the
archaseologist, who did not offer to let 