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PREFACE

This report summarizes a compliance consultation between the Department of Energy/
Nevada Operations Office (DOE/NV) and the American Indian tribes and Indian organizations
that make up the Consolidated Group of Tribes and Organizations (CGTO). The consultation
focused on artifacts removed from the Nevada Test Site (NTS). The report describes consultation
actions and recommendations that occurred in compliance with the Native American Graves
Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA), which was signed into law on November 16, 1990.
The Proposed Rule (43 CFR Part 10) for carrying out the Act was published in the Federal
Register on May 28, 1993 (58 CFR 31122) and the Final Rule was published in=the Federal
Register on December 4, 1995. The Final Rule for NAGPRA took effect on January 3, 1996.

The DOE/NV NAGPRA compliance consultation began in March of 1994, thus its’
design and implementation was responsive to both NAGPRA itself (1990) and to the proposed
rule (1993) for carrying out the Act. Although the Final Rule for NAGPRA changed some
wording and is more instructive as to the intent of Congress regarding some language in the Act,
a complete reading of the Final Rule indicates that the DOE/NV NAGPRA is in full compliance
with both the spirit and the letter of the Act.

The DOE/NV consultation with the American Indian tribes and Indian organizations
involved a number of activities which are presented as phases of the NAGPRA consultation in

this report. While all of these activities were desxoned to comply w1th NAGPRA the main body
of this report dorg:  plasms .
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* that are, or are likely to be, culturally affiliated with the objects;
and
* from whose aboriginal lands the human remains and associated

funerary objects originated (Emphasis Added).

The DOE/NV NAGPRA consultation involved American Indian tribes and Indian
organizations who currently represent Indian people having aboriginal and historic ties to lands
currently occupied by the NTS. No NAGPRA human remains or objects were determined to be
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Most sacred objects began as ordinary objects. Through their participation in ceremony
uiy-vdaime sacred objects. When these objects are placed on or in the ground as a part of a
ceremony their ongoing role in this ceremony is to remain where they were placed. The sacred
object functions as a “spiritual glue” to repair tears in and maintain the order of the world.
Therefore, when these sacred objects are removed from where they were ceremonially placed,
the order of the world is threatened. This situation can only be rectified by returning the sacred
object to where it was originally placed and to conduct a “forgiving ceremony “ in the hopes






