DE-AC08-00NV13609-01

A COLD WAR BATTLEFIELD:
FRENCHMAN FLAT HISTORIC DISTRICT,
NEVADA TEST SITE,

NYE COUNTY,
NEVADA

Prepared by

William Gray Johnson, Barbara A. Holz and Robert Jones

Division of Earth and Ecosystem Sciences
Desert Research Institute

Cultural Resources Technical Report No. 97

AUGUST 2000



ABSTRACT

This report provides the U.S. Department of Energy, Nevada Operations Office with the
documentation necessary to establish the Frenchman Flat Historic District on the Nevada Test Site
(NTS). It includes a list of historic properties that contribute to the eligibility of the district for
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) and provides contextual information
establishing its significance. The list focuses on buildings, structures and features associated with
the period of atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons on the NTS between 1951 and 1962. A total
of 157 locations of buildings and structures were recorded of which 115 are considered to be eligible
for the NRHP. Of these, 28 have one or more associated features which include instrumentation
supports, foundations, etc. The large majority of contributing structures are buildings built to study
the blast effects of nuclear weaponry. This has resulted in a peculiar accumulation of deteriorated
structures that, unlike most historic districts, is best represented by those that are the most damaged.
Limitations by radiological control areas, surface exposure and a focus on the concentration of

accessible properties on the dry lake bed indicate additional properties exist which could be added
to the district on a case-by-case basis.
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