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Y-12 STEAM PLANT PROJECT RECEIVES NATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR 

PROJECT MANAGEMENT EXCELLENCE

OAK RIDGE, Tenn. -- Y-12’s Steam Plant Life Extension Project (SPLE) has received the Secretary of Energy’s Project Management Improvement Award.

The $61 million project, which resulted in the completion last year of a new highly efficient gas-fired steam plant at the Y-12 National Security Complex (Y-12), was one of three Department of Energy projects receiving special recognition for excellence in project management.

The Secretary's Project Management Improvement Award is intended to recognize project teams that have implemented new ideas, methods or processes that led to measurable improvements in project management. Y-12 is operated by B&W Y-12 for the Department of Energy’s National Nuclear Security Administration.  Y-12 is responsible for ensuring the safety, security and effectiveness of the U.S. nuclear deterrent.

“I commend the men and women at Y-12 for receiving the Secretary of Energy’s Project Management Improvement award,” said NNSA’s Deputy Administrator for Defense Programs Don Cook. “The special recognition for Y-12’s Steam Plant Life Extension Project demonstrates our commitment to improving the way we do business where we work to invest in a modern nuclear security enterprise.”

In a recent ceremony, Energy Secretary Steven Chu presented the award to Anna Beard, Y-12 Site Office Senior Project Director; Robert Spurling, B&W Y-12 Project Manager; and YSO Deputy Manager Dan Hoag, who received the award on behalf of the overall Y-12 federal/contractor project team.

The annual Secretary of Energy’s Project Management Excellence Awards pay tribute to teams and/or individuals who have achieved outstanding results through resourceful, innovative thinking and implementation.  The awards recognize outstanding performance based on the success and overall management of the program or project.  

The Y-12 SPLE project team was singled out for its efforts to re-scope the project.  The original plans for the project involved major renovations to the existing 1950’s era coal-fired steam plant.  The cost of completing these renovations far exceeded the costs of building a new environmentally-friendly and efficient gas-fired package boiler system. By re-scoping the project, Y-12 avoided $27 million in additional costs. The new Y-12 Steam Plant was delivered within the original total project cost baseline and four months ahead of schedule. 

-NNSA-

Follow NNSA News on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Flickr.
 
Established by Congress in 2000, NNSA is a semi-autonomous agency within the U.S. Department of Energy responsible for enhancing national security through the military application of nuclear science in the nation’s national security enterprise. NNSA maintains and enhances the safety, security, reliability, and performance of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing; reduces the global danger from weapons of mass destruction; provides the U.S. Navy with safe and effective nuclear propulsion; and responds to nuclear and radiological emergencies in the U.S. and abroad. Visit http://www.nnsa.energy.gov/ for more information.
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