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Y-12 Completes Major Upgrade of Compressed Air Systems

$21.4 million project completed under budget and ahead of schedule 
OAK RIDGE, Tenn. -- The Y-12 National Security Complex has recently completed a major upgrade of compressed air systems at the Oak Ridge, Tennessee facility.   

The Compressed Air Upgrades Line Item Project (CAUP) provides a modern compressed air system to supply instrument and plant air to Y-12 production and support facilities.  The project replaced nine compressed air trains located in five different locations with a centralized system.  The new system is centrally controlled and integrated to optimize air supply and to allow maintenance without system impacts.

Y-12 is a key facility in the U.S. Nuclear Weapons Complex and is responsible for ensuring the safety and reliability of the nation’s nuclear weapons stockpile.  Y-12 is operated by BWXT Y-12 LLC for the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA).
Theodore Sherry, Manager of the NNSA’s Y-12 Site Office (YSO), said, “Completion of this project is another major step towards completing the modernization of Y-12.  This also enables us to avoid an estimated $13 million in future maintenance costs.”

The air system has been Y-12's highest priority in the Facilities and Infrastructure Recapitalization Program (FIRP), which began in 2001. CAUP is the first of three FIRP utility line item projects at Y-12 to achieve approval for operations by YSO.  The $21.4 million project was completed ahead of schedule and under budget.

Other FIRP-related modernization projects under way at Y-12 include upgrades to the supply of steam and potable water, with construction scheduled to begin in FY 2008.

CAUP was managed by Anna Beard, Federal Project Director; Frank McHenry, BWXT Y-12 Project Manager; and Rebecca Spiva, BWXT Y-12 Project Engineer.  CAUP subcontractors included TPG for construction and Pro2Serve who performed the design and equipment procurement for the project.
The mission of the NNSA’s Y-12 Site Office is to ensure the safe, secure and cost-effective operation of the Y-12 National Security Complex. YSO employees perform program oversight, contract and administrative management, and technical evaluation and assessment to meet this mission.  
Established by Congress in 2000, NNSA is a separately organized agency within the U.S. Department of Energy responsible for enhancing national security through the military application of nuclear science. NNSA maintains and enhances the safety, security, reliability and performance of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing; works to reduce global danger from weapons of mass destruction; provides the U.S. Navy with safe and effective nuclear propulsion; and responds to nuclear and radiological emergencies in the United States and abroad.
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