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DAVID YOUNG NAMED

NNSA SECURITY PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR

OAK RIDGE, Tenn. -- The National Nuclear Security Administration has named David A. Young of the NNSA’s Y-12 Site Office as the recipient of the first annual Security Professional of the Year Award.  This annual award recognizes one federal and one contractor employee whose contributions to the security programs within the NNSA complex exemplify the excellence and commitment for which NNSA is known. 

  “Our security professionals dedicate themselves to protecting some of the country’s most vital strategic assets and, in so doing, help advance broader U.S. national security goals,” said NNSA Administrator Thomas D’Agostino.  “They work tirelessly to protect NNSA personnel, facilities, nuclear weapons, special nuclear material and information from a full spectrum of threats.  Within this exceptional group, I am pleased to recognize David Young as a security professional that stands out above the rest.”  

Young received formal recognition in front of his peers, coworkers, and family in a recent award ceremony held at the Y-12 National Security Complex.   As a group leader within the YSO Safeguards and Security organization, Young was responsible for oversight of the Security Program Management and Material Control and Accountability (MC&A) program at Y-12.  Among his many accomplishments in 2007, Young significantly transformed the effectiveness of the MC&A program through the implementation of the Safeguards First Principles Initiative (SFPI).  His efforts on SFPI significantly contributed to the Y-12 Through-Put Improvement Plan, and resulted in a 38,000 hour and $5.6 million annual savings while improving safeguards effectiveness and operational efficiencies. 

Young is a recognized technical subject matter expert in nuclear material control and accountability and has used his knowledge to support multiple headquarters-level efforts in 2007, including serving as a member of the Office of Health, Safety and Security MC&A Policy Review Team and conducting a peer review of the Nevada Test Site’s SFPI implementation documents.  He also 
-more-

supported the Office of International Material Protection and Cooperation on multiple occasions, including SFPI briefings, walk-downs, the Russian Federal Information System project, and completion of the joint US/Russia Nuclear Security Culture Self-Assessment.  His efforts have led to important improvements in the MC&A program at Y-12, and also helped pave the way for complex-wide and international advances in nuclear security. 

Young has 24 years of diverse nuclear experience, including 14 years in Nuclear Material Control & Accountability (NMC&A) working at several DOE sites and DOE-Headquarters, and 10 years in the commercial nuclear power industry .  He received a B.S. in nuclear engineering from Pennsylvania State University and a MBA from the University of South Carolina.  He also has extensive experience and training in nuclear facility and human performance assessment and improvement.   He is currently the NMC&A Program manager and a Safeguards & Security group leader at the NNSA Y-12 Site Office. 

Established by Congress in 2000, NNSA is a separately organized agency within the U.S. Department of Energy responsible for enhancing national security through the military application of nuclear science. NNSA maintains and enhances the safety, security, reliability and performance of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing; works to reduce global danger from weapons of mass destruction; provides the U.S. Navy with safe and effective nuclear propulsion; and responds to nuclear and radiological emergencies in the United States and abroad. 
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