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Y-12 Successfully Meets and Exceeds Defense Programs Goals During FY 2010

OAK RIDGE, Tenn. – The National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) today announced that the Y-12 National Security Complex in Oak Ridge, Tennessee, successfully met and exceeded Defense Program goals during Fiscal Year 2010. 

While the specific goals and numbers are classified, Y-12 exceeded W76-1 Life Extension Program requirements by suggesting a design change and implementing process modifications that enabled production of 10 percent more units. The Los Alamos National Laboratory designers were instrumental in supporting and ultimately approving these changes to enable success.  Also, factory improvements enabled 11 percent more dismantlements and a 43-percent increase in weapon component dispositions within existing funding levels.

“This is the kind of year you hope for,” said NNSA Y-12 Site Office Manager Ted Sherry. “When all the planning and effort come together safely and securely, you achieve -- and even exceed -- your goals. This is in large part due to the men and women working at Y-12 every day to meet our missions, transform the site, and to be effective stewards of taxpayers’ dollars.”

B&W Y-12 President and General Manager Darrel Kohlhorst credited Y-12’s work force for its expertise and its continued success in its weapons work, as well as in other areas of plant operations.

“Our employees should take great pride in this year’s performance,” Kohlhorst said. “We exceeded expectations in our core defense programs work while taking on the seventh-largest Recovery Act contract in the nation, finding significant ways to improve productivity, and taking important steps toward ongoing site transformation.”

The work done at Y-12 helps implement President Obama’s unprecedented nuclear security agenda by assuring that as long as nuclear weapons exist, the United States will maintain a safe, secure, and effective arsenal to deter any adversary, and guarantee that defense to the nation’s allies.

Other notable Y-12 accomplishments for FY 2010 include: 

· HEUMF: Y-12 dedicated the Highly Enriched Uranium Materials Facility, the site’s largest construction project in more than 40 years. Material movement began two months ahead of schedule, and de-inventory of a former warehouse was completed 17 days ahead of schedule, with no safety or security concerns. This accelerated plan provided a cost avoidance of $26 million in safeguards and security costs.

· UPF: Y-12 aggressively advanced the overall design for the Uranium Processing Facility project. All major milestones were met on time, and the project is poised to begin long-lead procurements and site preparation.

· Technology: Y-12 advanced mature technologies to support mission needs and modernization. The site began implementation of the production microwave caster, accomplished work on the new Non-Destructive Laser Gas Sampling system ahead of target, and procured a cold rolling mill to manufacture U-Moly foils.

· ARRA: Y-12 continued American Recovery and Reinvestment Act projects at the same aggressive pace as last year.  Since the beginning of the project, all milestones (32 of 32) have been completed on or ahead of schedule. Because of Y-12’s superior performance and excellent safety record (over 1 million safe hours worked), $29 million of follow-on work was received.

· Security: To assure it is one of the most effectively protected nuclear sites in the nation, Y-12 is using technology as a force multiplier. The site began operating a wireless network to enhance situational awareness by the protective force during a security event and provide real-time information to responders and commanders. As part of these efforts, the site upgraded the technology capabilities of the armored vehicle fleet.

· Infrastructure: The Steam Plant Life Extension project was completed on schedule and under budget, receiving CD-4 (construction completion and turnover to operations) approval on June 14. In addition, the Potable Water System Upgrades project was completed ahead of schedule and under budget, receiving CD-4 approval on September 23. These line item projects are expected to eliminate about $52 million in deferred maintenance costs.

· Non-proliferation: Countered threats to global security by removing vulnerable materials, converting HEU reactors, upgrading physical protection, providing security training and test devices, and implementing uranium material detection programs around the world.

Y-12 is the nation’s Uranium Center of Excellence, as designated by the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), with almost 70 years of expertise in handling and processing uranium.  Y-12 is operated by B&W Y-12 for NNSA.

Established by Congress in 2000, NNSA is a semi-autonomous agency within the U.S. Department of Energy responsible for enhancing national security through the military application of nuclear science in the nation’s national security enterprise.  NNSA maintains and enhances the safety, security and performance of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing; reduces the global danger from weapons of mass destruction; provides the U.S. Navy with safe and effective nuclear propulsion; provides fuel for research reactors around the world and the production of medical isotopes; and responds to nuclear and radiological emergencies in the U.S. and abroad.  Visit www.nnsa.energy.gov for more information.

Follow Y-12 on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, and Flickr.
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