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SMALL BUSINESS CONTRACTS SURGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY’S WORK IN OAK RIDGE 
Over $1Billion Awarded through Small Businesses Contracts in Fiscal Year 2010
OAK RIDGE, Tenn. - - The small business community enjoyed another record-setting year thanks to a very busy and productive 12 months from the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).  Small business contracts accounted for more than $1 billion across the site, including a new high of $274 million by DOE’s Oak Ridge Office (ORO). 

DOE eclipsed last year’s total of $787 million, which at the time represented the highest amount ever awarded in small business contracts.  In addition to continuing missions in science, environmental management, nuclear fuel supply, and national security, funding to small businesses has seen a steep increase due to new opportunities with Recovery Act projects across the Oak Ridge Reservation.   

“Our commitment to small business is reinforced year after year by their flexibility and ability to deliver new and innovative solutions to the challenges we face in the Department of Energy,” said ORO Manager Gerald Boyd.  “The Oak Ridge Office, Y-12 Site Office, and our prime contractors have also done an excellent job of identifying opportunities that utilize the unique skill sets of small businesses to achieve our missions.”
The fiscal year 2010 figure of $1.055 billion included contracts awarded by ORO ($274.5 M); UT-Battelle ($373.7 M), which operates the Oak Ridge National Laboratory; B&W Y-12 LLC 

($255 M), which operates the Y-12 National Security Complex for DOE’s National Nuclear Security Administration; Bechtel Jacobs Company ($132.12 M), which is the Oak Ridge Reservation’s environmental cleanup contractor; and, Oak Ridge Associated Universities ($19.9 M), which operates the Oak Ridge Institute for Science and Education.  
Ted Sherry, Y-12 Site Office Manager, said, “Y‑12 is a major contributor to our region's economic growth, and we use every opportunity to include small businesses as a part of this growth.  We have placed a strong focus on outreach to these businesses, and our efforts are paying off.  This year's Veterans Conference was our largest to date with more than 700 people attending."
Depending on the size and scope of a project, DOE, the National Nuclear Security Administration, and other federal agencies ensure that small businesses have the opportunity to provide goods and services to the federal government.

According to 2008 statistics from the Small Business Association (SBA), small businesses play a vital role in America’s economy, creating most of the nation’s new jobs and employing about half of the nation’s private sector workforce. 

Firms wishing to be designated as a small business for contracting opportunities in government programs must meet size standards, which vary by industry as specified by the SBA.  More information on these criteria, along with small business opportunities within ORO, may be obtained by contacting Freda Hopper, DOE-ORO Small Business Program Manager, at (865) 576-9430 or hopperfh@oro.doe.gov.  Information on Y-12 small business contracting opportunities may be obtained by contacting Gloria Mencer, Y-12 Socioeconomic Program Manager, at (865) 576-2090 or mencergd@y12.doe.gov. 

 
More information about the DOE’s missions in Oak Ridge is available online at www.oakridge.doe.gov or www.yso.doe.gov. 
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