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Y-12 Breaks Ground for Potable Water 

System Upgrades Project
OAK RIDGE, Tenn. -- Ground was broken Tuesday for a $62.5 million potable water system upgrades project at the National Nuclear Security Administration’s Y-12 National Security Complex.  

This project is a key part of complex transformation at Y-12, which is resulting in the construction of new facilities, upgrading of utilities and tearing down of old buildings. A major utility upgrade, the new system will provide Y-12 with a more reliable and cost-effective source of potable water.

The multi-year project includes two new 220 foot-tall, two million gallon tanks, pumps, and distribution piping to provide a new primary and backup water supply to the Y-12 plant; underground pipe repairs and replacement of more than 9,000 feet of deteriorated original cast iron water mains; and sprinkler system modifications.

Ted Sherry, NNSA’s Y-12 Site Manager, said, “This project will be one of the more visible signs of the ongoing transformation of Y-12 and another example of how Y-12 is the leader in complex transformation.”

Objectives of the project are to:

· Provide a new primary and backup water supply for Y-12;

· Replace the remaining original cast iron potable water lines;

· Replace deteriorated water supply lines to individual buildings; 

· Replace obsolete fire hydrants, and;

· Provide backflow prevention between the Y-12 distribution system and the City of Oak Ridge supply lines.

Darrel Kohlhorst, president and general manager of B&W Y-12 said, “The project is an investment in the future of Y-12 so that it can more efficiently and effectively accomplish not only its current missions but meet any future needs as well.”

The potable water system at Y-12 provides water for process, sanitary and fire suppression purposes and is considered “mission essential.”
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Y-12 is a key facility in the U.S. Nuclear Weapons Complex and is responsible for ensuring the safety, reliability, and security of the nuclear weapons stockpile and serves as the nation’s primary repository of highly enriched uranium.  B&W Y-12 operates the Y-12 National Security Complex for the National Nuclear Security Administration.
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